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Annual Membership Levels 

Ž Student/Teacher     $20  
Ž Basic      $35 
Ž Family      $60  
Ž Sustaining     $100 
Ž Patron      $500  

 
Corporate - Service Organizations 
Ž Exhibit Supporter    $100 
Ž Gallery Benefactor    $250 
Ž History Patron     $500  
Ž Monroe County History Maker $1000 

 
Check if you are interested in: 

Ž Volunteering 
Ž Genealogy 
Ž Civil War History 
Ž Planned Giving 
 
Send to: 

Monroe County History Center 

202 East Sixth Street 

Bloomington, IN 47408 

Membership Form 

Do you want to help preserve history? If so, call 812-332-2517 ext. 7 to find out more 

about volunteering in one of the many departments at the History Center.  

Method of Payment 
 

Ž Visa  Ž MasterCard  Ž Check 
 
 
___________________________________  
Credit Card # 
 
 
___________________________________  
Expiration Date        CVV Number 
 
 
___________________________________
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___________________________________  
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___________________________________  
 
 
___________________________________  
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___________________________________  
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 Museum established 1980 
 

 

 

For subscription               
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contact the 
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History Center at  
812-332-2517, or  

monroehistory.org  
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The Griffith Cemetery is located in 

Section 4 of the Bloomington Town-

ship. It is just west of highway 37 on 

the Griffith Cemetery road. The cem-

etery is located within the highway 

right-of-way and so is owned by the 

State of Indiana, but it is managed by 

the Bloomington Township Trustee. 

In most cemeteries you talk in 

hushed, respectful tones, but because 

of the proximity to the highway you 

almost have to shout to be heard in 

this cemetery. The fence that sur-

rounds this cemetery is in very poor 

shape and needs to be replaced. 

There is no room for more burials 

within the fence, and the cemetery 

appears to be inactive.   

Cover painting by Dorothy Bain, courtesy 

of the Arthur Clark Estate, from the 

MCHC Collection 
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History Center 
  

Museum 

Research Library  

Museum Gift Store  

Educational Facility  

History Center  

202 East Sixth Street 

Bloomington, IN 47408  

812-332-2517 

www.monroehistory.org  

Hours  

Tuesday ð Saturday 

10am ð 4pm 

Museum Admission  

Adult ð $2 

Child (6-17 yrs.) ð $1 

5 yrs. & Under ð Free 

Members ð Free 
Issue Highlights  

2 - Events Calendar 

3 - Message from the President 

4 - Collectionsô Corner          

5 - Volunteer Spotlight  
 

6 -  Holiday Sale 

7 - Event Information  

8-11 - Library Articles  
Historian Staff  

Editor: David G. Vanderstel  
Copy: Erin Anderson, Jenny Mack, 
Rebecca Vaughn & Martha Wain-

scott 

  Monroe County Historian  
 

Preserving the Past for Future Generations  
Newsletter of the Monroe County Historical Society, Inc.  

Be a part of Monroe County history!  

 

The Monroe County History Centerõs annual gala has been one of the most popular 

fundraising events in Monroe County, often selling out weeks in advance. We invite 

you to join us for this yearõs celebration of local history on Friday February 27, 2015. 

 

The evening will offer the opportunity to meet and mingle with up to 350 local busi-

ness and community leaders and fellow history enthusiasts during the cocktail hour, 

and to bid on one-of-a-kind items in our silent auction.  Following dinner, you will hear  

from Indiana Universityõs Dr. Charles D. Beeker, a noted un-

derwater researcher and archaeologist. Dr. Beeker has led dive 

teams in the discovery of historic shipwrecks off the coast of the 

U.S. and in the Caribbean, including investigations of the mys-

teries surrounding Columbusõ arrival in the New World. 

 

As we prepare for the gala, we are seeking donations for the  

silent auction.  Our wish list includes:  

¶ points or certificates for a timeshare or condo getaway; 

¶ tickets to shows or events in Bloomington, Indianapolis, or 

other nearby locations;  

¶ art objects and jewelry; 

¶ other unique and interesting items. 

    

You also can support the History Center by becoming an event sponsor, which will 

benefit our òExperience History Campaignó to develop more interactive exhibits in the 

museum.  Contact us for more details.   

 

Mark your calendars now for our eighth annual gala ð Friday evening, February 27, 

6:00 pm at the Bloomington/Monroe County Convention Center.   

 

Thank you in advance for supporting the Monroe County History Centerõs annual 

gala.  Contact us at 812.332.2517 or email admin@monroehistory.org with any ques-

tions or for additional information.  We hope that you will join us there! 

Help the History Center save resources by having your newsletter sent to your email. To opt 

out of the paper copy and start receiving your newsletter in your inbox email:     

     admin@monroehistory.org 



Calendar of  Events 
 
December  
§ 9th, 7:00pm, Civil War Roundtable, Holiday 

Dinner  
§ 10th, 11:00am, Coltrain Group Lunch and Learn, 

free with pre-registration  
§ 13th, 11:00am, WFHB presents Saturdayôs Child, 

free and open to all 
§ 18th, 4:30pm, Monthly Board of Directors 

meeting 
§ 18th, 6:00pm, Local Author Talk and Book 

Signing, Dr. James Madison, free and open to all 
§ 24th and 25th, Closed for the holiday 
§ 31st, Closed for the holiday 
  
 
 

 
 
January  
§ 1st, Closed for the holiday 
§ 10th, 11:00am,  WFHB presents Saturdayôs 

Child, free and open to all 
§ 13th, 7:00pm, Civil War Roundtable, free and 

open to all 
§ 15th, 4:30pm, Monthly Board of Directors 

meeting 
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òMoCoõs Prehistoric Pastó  

October 14, 2014 to March 31, 2015 

Come see and examine fossils of plants, organisms, and 

animals found in the Hoosier state and learn how they 

contributed to Southern Indiana's natural landscape.  

This is a fascinating exhibit that will engage people of all 

ages.  Special thanks go to the Indiana Geological Survey 

for assisting with the exhibit.  

 "Auto Indiana"  

May 9, 2014 to December 31, 2014  

From Elwood Haynes's 
early machine to today's 
numerous parts manu-
facturers, this exhibi-
tion explores the role of 
the automobile in the  
Hoosier State.   Indiana 
was one of the leaders in automobile production until the 
1930s when Detroit emerged as the nation's technological 
and industrial giant.  The exhibit specifically highlights 
the impact of the automobile on Monroe County and 
Southern Indiana.  

òFestival of Santasó  

November 28, 2014 to Febru-

ary 7, 2015 

The image of Santa has 
changed over the years. Come 
and explore how this jolly man 
has changed over the decades 
and where the images originat-
ed.  

Current Exhibits 
Also available at www.monroehistory.org 
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�)�L�U�V�W���:�U�H�F�N���R�Q���W�K�H���0�R�Q�R�Q�·�V���,�Q�G�L�D�Q�D���6�W�R�Q�H���5�R�X�W�H 

 

By Penelope Mathiesen 

 

In 1899, the Monon railroad line established a new route between Harrodsburg and Clear Creek called the Indi-
ana Stone road (see article and map elsewhere in this issue). The following newspaper item reports the first acci-
�G�H�Q�W���W�K�D�W���R�F�F�X�U�U�H�G���R�Q���W�K�L�V���O�L�Q�H�����,�W���G�L�G�Q�·�W���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H���D���U�H�J�X�O�D�U�O�\���V�F�K�H�G�X�O�H�G���W�U�D�L�Q���Z�L�W�K���S�D�V�V�H�Q�J�H�U�V���R�U���I�U�H�L�J�K�W�����E�X�W���Z�D�V��
nevertheless considered worthy of mention in the local press. 

_______________________________________ 

�´�%�O�R�R�P�L�Q�J�W�R�Q���7�H�O�H�S�K�R�Q�H, Tuesday, 11 April 1899 

 

NEW RAILROAD�·S FIRST WRECK 

 

The first wreck on the new Indiana Stone road occurred this morning about 9:30. Though no one was injured, 
�V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���K�D�G���Y�H�U�\���Q�D�U�U�R�Z���H�V�F�D�S�H�V���I�U�R�P���V�H�U�L�R�X�V���L�Q�M�X�U�L�H�V�����7�K�H���H�Q�J�L�Q�H�H�U�·�V���F�R�U�S�V���L�Q���F�K�D�U�J�H���R�I���$�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�W���6�P�L�W�K���G�H�V�L�U�H�G��
�W�R���J�R���G�R�Z�Q���W�R���Q�H�D�U���.�H�W�F�K�D�P�·�V�����D�Q�G���F�D�O�O�H�G���D���K�D�Q�G-car to be used for transportation. There were ten men on the 
car including 4 section men. As they were crowded, Mr. Smith caused a long plank to be laid across the car, thus 
giving seats for four men, two on each side of the platform of the car. In the rear of the Davis farm, south of 
Clear Creek, is a big cut, from the sides of which project ledges of stone. As the car neared the cut some of the 
men discovered that the improvised seat upon which they sat could not pass through without striking the ledges. 
To stop was out of question, and the car dashed into the mouth of the cut. The board came in contact with the 
stone ledges, swinging it about and dumping its load. The costly instruments used by the surveyors were broken 
to pieces and the men with torn clothes and bruised forms hands and faces gathered themselves together and 
trudged back to Clear Creek to report at the general office the first wreck on the new road. 

�%�R�W�K���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���S�X�E�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�U�H���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���I�R�U���S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H���L�Q���W�K�H���+�L�V�W�R�U�\���&�H�Q�W�H�U�·�V���J�L�I�W���V�K�R�S���� 


