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Parks/Bell/Wampler Cemetery 

On a crisp, early 

spring day, 

March 22, 2015, 

eight members of 

the cemetery committee, plus an interested 

guide, Debby Reed, went in search of the 

Parks/Bell/Wampler Cemetery. Debby 

Reedõs abstract indicates that the property 

including the location of the cemetery was 

purchased by Joseph and Esther Wampler 

in 1831. They were relatives of the original 

owner, John Griffith.  John moved to 

Monroe County in 1819.  He established 

one of the earliest grist/saw mills in the 

county on Griffith Creek, probably the 

present Griffey Creek.  Lumber for the 

first frame buildings in Bloomington may 

have been sawed as his mill.  Johnõs wife, 

Esther, is the oldest burial in the cemetery, 

which was first called the Wampler Buying 

Grounds.  Albert Parks purchased the 

property in 1853 from a son of Joseph and 

Esther.  In his will, dated April 15, 1873, 

Parks divided his property among his chil-

dren, but preserved the ¾ acres that in-

cluded the Wampler Burying Ground as a 

cemetery. 
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Hours  

Tuesday ð Saturday 

10am ð 4pm 

Museum Admission  

Adult ð $2 

Child (6-17 yrs.) ð $1 

5 yrs. & Under ð Free 

Members ð Free 

Issue Highlights  

2 - Current Exhibits  

3 - From the Presidentôs Desk 

4 - Collectionsô Corner          

6 -  Garage and Holiday Sale 

7 -  Volunteer Spotlight  

8-11 - Library Articles  
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Copy: Erin Anderson, Emily Bor-
chardt, Hilary Fleck, Jenny Mack, 
Rose Merrick & Martha Wainscott  
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Community Voices Gallery :   

The Monroe County History Centerõs Community Voices 

Gallery welcomes PALS, People & Animal Learning Ser-

vices, Inc. PALS provides comprehensive individualized 

therapeutic equine programs designed by professionals to 

intentionally develop and restore functional skills, enhance 

well-being and improve quality of life. 

Opens: August date pending                                                                                                                                                                             

Closes: November 27 

 

 

Hill Gallery:  

Fillõer Up Petrol: A Retrospect of Graham Motor Sales 

The building on the southwest corner of 3rd and South 

Walnut in Bloomington was originally built in 1923 as 

Graham Motor Sales. Later, it became the Henry Ford 

Model T assembly plant and showroom. People gathered 

regularly on òthe Ford Corneró to see the latest automo-

biles as they rolled off the assembly line.   

Opens: September 13 

Closes: November 1 

 

Brown Gallery : 

Water Woes: Monroe Countyõs 

Issues with H2O 

Lake Monroe has been our source of water and recrea-

tion for the past several decades.  But, before the lake, 

what did residents use as their source of water?  This 

exhibit examines the trials and tribulations, including 

droughts and sanitation issues, that the county and the 

city of Bloomington experienced before obtaining a reli-

able source of fresh water. It also explores the issue of 

water conservationña topic of great importance in   

todayõs world. 

 

Opens: July 18   

Closes:  January 16, 

2016  

Rechtor Gallery:  

Monroe County @ Work 

All types of work have contributed to the growth and eco-

nomic development of Monroe County and its communities 

over the decades.  Farming, flatboating, limestone and furni-

ture industries, railroads, electronics and appliances, medical 

instruments, education, and an emerging high technology 

sector all have em-

ployed local resi-

dents and shaped 

the nature of work 

in the county. These 

places of work also 

have had significant 

impacts nationally 

and globally. This 

exhibit is offered in conjunction with Indiana Universityõs 

Themester program.  

Opens: August 28  

Closes: May 2016 

 

 ðððð  Education Room Exhibits ðððð 

Hair art went out of fashion around 1925, but it was popular 

for hundreds of years before that. People made wreaths, 

rings, necklaces, and all sorts of items out of human hair. 

Some pieces were made to memorialize someone who had 

passed away; others were created for fun! Come see examples 

of this intricate art.  Several pieces are on loan from òTonyõs 

Wild Hair Museum-Collection of Over 100 Antique Hair 

Items,ò located in 

French Lick, Indi-

ana.  

Opens:  August 21 

Closes: November 15 

 

 

Friends of the Library 

The Friends of the Library is marking its 50th anniversary!  

2015 is a year of celebration ñ  reflecting on the past and 

planning for the future to keep 

Monroe County Public Library 

an outstanding community 

asset for years to come.  

Opens:  September 1  

Closes:  October 10  

Current Exhibits 
Also available at www.monroehistory.org 
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Compiled by Emily Borchardt and Penelope Mathiesen 
 
 

United States Land Patents for Monroe County 

 

The U.S. Land Office Patents Index, a new resource compiled by library volunteer Lee Ehman from the searchable online 
database maintained by the U.S. Bureau of Land Management, contains all of the original sales of Monroe County land from 
U.S. Land Offices during the 1800s. It augments the Research Libraryõs collection of land records and indexes to provide 
more complete coverage of 19th-century land sales. 

 

To access this database, go to: www.monroehistory.org and choose òLibrary Resources.ó From the pull-down menu, click 
on òIndexes and Resourcesó and select òU.S. Land Office Patents Index.ó The database is organized alphabetically by name; 
clicking on the accession number in the left-hand column next to the name activates a link to the U.S. Bureau of Land Man-
agement web site, where one can view the BLM record of the land sale and obtain a scanned copy of the actual document. 

 

New resources in the Research Library 

 

The following items have been recently acquisitioned: 

 

* Farm Life and Agricultural Epitomist. February 1915 to August 1916. Produced in Spencer, Indiana, and distributed to many 
farm homes in the state. Gift from Lou Malcomb. 

 

* Marquardt, Ron. A Collection of Short Research Articles and Stories about Incidents that Occurred on the Monon Railroad during the Early 
Years of the 20th Century. 2015. Contains documents and photographs. Gift from Ron Marquardt. 

 

* Marquardt, Ron. Five Men Killed in Tragic Wreck at Ellettsville, IN, March 19, 1912. 2015. Contains newspaper text and sup-
porting documentation. Gift from Ron Marquardt. 

 

* Marquardt, Ron. Information Regarding the Worley Bank Failure and the Worley Mansion. 2015. Contains documents and photo-
graphs pertaining to the Worley bank and mansion in Ellettsville, Indiana. Gift from Ron Marquardt. 

 

* Marquardt, Ron. The Story of Lora Burton Rumbarger and the Gosport Railroad Bridge Postcard. 2015. Contains documents and 
photographs. Gift from Ron Marquardt. 

 

* Pruitt, Alice M. Corlett and Whaley from England, Isle of Man, Mass., North Carolina, Georgia, Tennessee to Indiana. 2001. Gift from 
Alice M. Pruitt. 

 

* Pruitt, Alice M. The Whaley and Corlett Families of Wilkes Co. and Greene Co., Georgia; Williamson County, Tenn.; Monroe, Greene, 
and Pike Co., Indiana. 2001. Gift from Alice M. Pruitt. 

News from the Library 
genealogy@monroehistory.org 




