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Canopy of  Lights Open House, November 27 

While you are downtown watching 

Courthouse Square light up for the 

holiday season, donõt forget to stroll 

over to the History Center for our tra-

ditional Canopy of Lights Open 

House. There will be hot cider, pas-

tries, holiday music, and our ever-

popular holiday sale where you are 

sure to find that perfect gift for all of 

your favorite people!  Doors will open 

Friday the 27th of November at 5 pm 

and will stay open until 9 pm. Drop 

by, bring the whole family, meet 

friends, and enjoy our charming muse-

um and gift shop.  

Curious about Spiritualism in the Hoosier state during the Victorian Era?  Karen 

Shank-Chapman, curator of the Rotary Jail Museum in Crawfordsville, Indiana, 

will offer a free lecture that addresses the religious movementõs efforts to com-

municate with the spirits of the departed through mediums and séances, the pop-

ularity of hair art as a way to remember the deceased, and other aspects of this 

religion that flourished between the 1840s and 1920s. Hope you can attend! 

   October 27th   5:30 pm  - 6:30 pm   

  Monroe County History Center Education Room 
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Community Voices Gallery :   

The Monroe County History Centerõs Community Voices 

Gallery welcomes PALS, People & Animal Learning Ser-

vices, Inc. PALS provides comprehensive individualized 

therapeutic equine programs designed by professionals to 

intentionally develop and restore functional skills, enhance 

well-being and improve quality of life. 

 

Closes: November 27 

 

 

Hill Gallery:  

Fillõer Up Petrol: A Retrospect of Graham Motor Sales 

The building on the southwest corner of 3rd and South 

Walnut in Bloomington was originally built in 1923 as 

Graham Motor Sales. Later, it became the Henry Ford 

Model T assembly plant and showroom. People gathered 

regularly on òthe Ford Corneró to see the latest automo-

biles as they rolled off the assembly line.   

Closes: November 1 

 

 

Brown Gallery : 

Water Woes: Monroe Countyõs 

Issues with H2O 

Lake Monroe has been our source of water and recrea-

tion for the past several decades.  But, before the lake, 

what did residents use as their source of water?  This 

exhibit examines the trials and tribulations, including 

droughts and sanitation issues, that the county and the 

city of Bloomington experienced before obtaining a reli-

able source of fresh water. 

It also explores the issue 

of water conservationña 

topic of great importance 

in   todayõs world. 

Closes:  January 16, 2016 

                                                                                                                                                       

Rechtor Gallery:  

Monroe County @ Work 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All types of work have contributed to the growth and eco-

nomic development of Monroe County and its communities 

over the decades.  Farming, flatboating, limestone and furni-

ture industries, railroads, electronics and appliances, medical 

instruments, education, and an emerging high technology 

sector all have employed local residents and shaped the na-

ture of work in the county. These places of work also have 

had significant impacts nationally and globally. This exhibit 

is offered in conjunction with Indiana Universityõs  Fall 

Themester program.  

Closes: May 2016 
 
ðððð  Education Room Exhibits ðððð 
Love Entwined: Hair Art of the Victorian Era 

Hair art went out of fashion around 1925, but it was popular 

for hundreds of years before that. People made wreaths, 

rings, necklaces, and all sorts of items out of human hair. 

Some pieces were made to memorialize someone who had 

passed away; others were created for fun! Come see examples 

of this intricate art.  Several pieces are on loan from òTonyõs 

Wild Hair Museum-

Collection of Over 100 

Antique Hair Items,ò 

located in French Lick, 

Indiana.                                            

Closes: November 15    

 

Friends of the Library 

Celebrate 50 years of the Friends of the Library, the volunteer 

organization that provides support for our Monroe County 

Public Library!  Photographs and assorted documents tell the 

story of how this group has supported the collection and other 

needs of this important public resource since 1965. 

 

Current Exhibits 
Also available at www.monroehistory.org 
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From the Directorôs Desk 
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Calendar of  Events 
All events held at the History Center unless otherwise noted. 

October  
 
�i �� 1st, 4 pm, Cemetery Committee   
�i �� 10th, 11 am, Saturdayôs Child, free and open to 

all 
�i �� 13th, 7 pm, Civil War Round Table 
�i �� 15th, 4:30 pm, Board of Directorsô  Meeting 
�i �� 27th, 5:30 pm, ñWhen Spirits Callò Lecture 
�i �� TBA, Rose Hill Cemetery Hauntings Tour 
 

November  
 
�i �� 3rd, Holiday Shop opens 
�i �� 7th, 10 am Genealogy Seminar  
�i �� 14th, 11 am, Saturdayôs Child, free and open to 

all 
�i �� 19th, 4:30 pm, Board of Directorsô Meeting 
�i �� 27th, 5:00 pm, Canopy of Lights Open House, 

free and open to all 

Front left side 
Back 

 

The Cemetery Committee has designed a new t-shirt!  

T-shirts may be purchased at the Monroe County History 

Center for $15.00.   


