
Our Volunteer: Glenda Murray  

By Julian & Mary Pat Livingston 

Who could better volunteer for our         

Historical Societyôs presidential role than 

someone who cannot remember when she 

did not want to be an historian. Glenda 

Murray has that kind of basic drive rooted 

in every aspect of American History:      

research, archaeology, museums, and      

genealogy.  

 

Glenda grew up in 

Sparta, Illinois, 

completing an    

undergraduate     

history degree at 

Illinois Wesleyan 

and finishing with 

her PhD in history 

at the University of 

Kansas in         

Lawrence, Kansas. 

And she did win the 

Societyôs         pres-

idential      election, 

four times in fact. 

 

Glenda has been so 

involved in        

governmental and 

civic organizations that it is difficult to give 

them all appropriate    emphasis here. She 

has made an impact on the city in each one. 

Her current employment is as program as-

sociate at the IU Poynter Center, an en-

dowed center for the study of ethics at Indi-

ana University. From 1984 to 1991, she 

was the redevelopment director for the City 

of Bloomington under Mayor Tomi Alli-

son, and from 1991 to 1994, she was presi-

dent of the Greater Bloomington Chamber 

of Commerce. 

 

But a more natural place to settle her vital 

energy thereafter has been the Monroe 

County Historical Society where she began 

volunteering in 1994. 

Having been on the 

Board of Directors, 

she participated in the 

merger of the Society 

and the Museum 

which was a long pro-

cess due to the need to 

gain a       commonali-

ty of view for all the               

membership. During 

our interview she    

emphasized the       

importance of the    

History Center's      

future planning, a 

process she has been 

championing through-

out her presidency. 

 

Glendaôs current focus 

underscores her   interest in local women's 

history and her key role in representing the 

History Center in the grant writing and now 

the              implementation of the Teaching 

American History Grant with the Monroe 

County Community School Corporation to 

help school teachers show students a living 
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Glenda Murray, president of the Monroe 

County Historical Society.  

Continued on Page 8 



Mission Statement 
The mission of the Monroe County 

Historical Society is to foster a deep-

er understanding and 

appreciation of Monroe Countyôs 

history, culture, and natural 

environment by all.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff 
Jill Lesh: Managing Director 
director@monroehistory.org 
 

Lisa M. Simmons: 

Outreach Coordinator  
education@monroehistory.org 
 

Erica Kendall: Collections Manager 
collection@monroehistory.org 
 

Dara May: Office Manager 
admin@monroehistory.org 
 

Crystal Matjasic: Library Associate 
libassoc@monroehistory.org 
 

Jenny Mack: Exhibits Assistant 
jmack23@gmail.com 
 

Martha Wainscott: Custodian 
martha.elizabeth@alumni.iu.edu 

 

Curators & Trustee Officers 
Glenda Murray: President 
glmurray@indiana.edu 
 

Lee Ehman: VP of Finance 
ehman@indiana.edu 
 

Lou Malcomb: VP of Operations 
malcomb@indiana.edu 
 

Wenona Freeman: Treasurer 
wenona_freeman@comcast.net 
 

Anne Cady: Secretary  
acady1@gmail.com 
 

Tosha Daugherty: Asst. Secretary 
tosha@visitbloomington.com 
 

Liz Knapp: Collections Curator,  

Genealogy Library Director 
genealogy@monroehistory.org 
 

Jamee Wissink: Exhibits Designer 
design@monroehistory.org 
 

Joyce Poling: County Historian 
jpoling@homefinder.org 

All meetings and programs will be held at the 

History Center unless otherwise stated. 

 

General Board Meeting 
2nd Thursday of the month, 4 pm 

 

Civil War Roundtable Meetings 
2nd Tuesday of each month from Sep.-Jun. 

from 7-8:30pm.  

 

3rd Thursday Series 
3rd Thursday of the month from Jan.-Nov. a 

free program is held, usually at 7pm.  

 

Genealogy Group 
Every 1st Wednesday of odd months.  

 

October 
Bricks Dedication Ceremony, 

5:15pm 

9&10 Cemetery Restoration 

Workshops, see page 5 

Civil War Roundtable, ñU.S. 

Grantôs Campaign Against 

Vicksburg,ò w/ Greg Biggs, 7pm 

3rd Thursday, ñHindustan 

Whetstone: Gravestones in Southern 

Indiana,ò with Dick Powell, 7pm 

Opening Reception for Sage 

Collectionôs exhibit ñChildôs Play,ò 

5-7pm, see page 4 

Home Movie Day, vintage 

projectors available, 11:30am-4pm  

Collections Management Workshop, 

w/ Erica Kendall, 10am 

Free Tour of Civil War Soldier 

Exhibit, w/ Steve Rolfe,10:30am 

Kaffee Klatsch (Benefit Brunch), 

reservations $25 each, $20 

members, 11:00am, see page 4 

 

November 

Genealogy Group, TBA, 2pm 

ñCelebrating Indiana Barnsò 

Opening Reception, 5pm 

Childrenôs Workshop: Do-it-

yourself Paper Doll Fashions, 11-3 

Civil War Roundtable, ñLegacy 

Profilesò 7pm 

Community Foundation Reception, 

5:30pm 

3rd Thursday, ñHoosier Cabinet in 

Kitchen Historyò w/ Nancy Hiller, 

7pm, see page 4 

Canopy of Lights Open House, hot 

cider & donuts, 5-9pm 

Events Schedule  

ñCommunity Voices Gallery:  

Bleeding Heartland Rollergirlsò 
Opens: Jul 18 Closes: Oct 17 

Last chance ð a must see. 

 

ñThe Civil War Soldierò 
Opens:  Aug 22 Closes:  Nov 14 

The exhibit features personal effects and 

mementos of Union and Confederate 

soldiers.  

 

ñChildôs Play: Aesthetics, 

Gender, and Childrenôs 

Clothingò 
presented by the 

Indiana University 

Sage Historic 

Costume Collection 

Opens: Oct 17 

Closes: Feb 27 

Childrenôs attire  

provides a glimpse into 

social and cultural 

implications of 

childrenôs clothing.   

 

ñCommunity Voices Gallery: 

Community Foundationò 
Opens:  Oct 24 Closes:  Jan 16 

Celebrate the Community Foundationôs 

20 year history in Monroe County with 

a spotlight on the recent programs, 

initiatives, & scholarships their grants 

have made possible.   

 

ñCelebration of Indiana Barnsò  
Opens:  Nov 6  

Closes:  Dec 31 

Portraits of 

Indiana Barns by 

Gwen Gutwein. 

For details see page 4. 

 

ñSize Does Matter: The Art of 

Miniatures from Doll Houses to 

Coralineò 
Opens:  Nov 27 

Closes:  Mar 20 

This exhibit celebrates 

handmade miniatures on loan 

from local collectors and 

artisans, including Althea 

Crome who contributed the 

featured micro-knit sweater 

for the movie Coraline.  

Exhibit Schedule  History Center  
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Update from the Managing Director  

Online Photo Database 
5000 Monroe County photos 

are now in the History      

Centerôs searchable online 

photo database. Three new 

functions have been added. 

You can now click an icon to 

(1) send the photo link to a 

friend, (2) order a photo, and 

(3) give us additional        

information about a photo. 

Take a look: 

www. monroehistory.org. 

 

Baby Changing Station & 

Laser Pointer 
We are looking for generous 

donors to help us purchase a 

baby changing station ($180) 

to put in the Womenôs      Re-

stroom and a laser pointer 

($40) for presentations in the 

Education Room. These items 

are not in our barebones 

budget, and they would great-

ly enhance the           experi-

ence of our patrons. 

 

Benefit to Restore Hoadley Urn 
Thursday, Oct. 29, 11:00-12:30, we will have our first 

ñKaffee Klatschò a benefit brunch to raise money for     

professionally removing the graffiti and cleaning the     

limestone Hoadley urn at the entrance of the History     

Center. See more information 

on page 4, and watch for your 

invitation in the mail.          

Reservations are $25 per      

person and $20 for members. 

 

Foundersô Endowment ï 

Thank You 
Generous donors like you   

continue to send in donations 

during our first year of this 

three-year Foundersô           

Endowment Campaign. Gifts 

and pledges now total $30,066 

ï what great progress toward 

the goal of $50,000. If you 

havenôt already pledged, 

please send a gift or pledge of 

any amount. 

 

You are entitled to a 4x8     

engraved brick in the History 

Path leading to the entrance of 

the History Center when your 

gifts to the Foundersô          

Endowment total $500 or an 

8x8 brick for a total of $1000. 

The ceremony dedicating the 

most recent installation of 43 

engraved bricks will take place Thursday, October 8 at 

5:15 p.m. (right after the Board meeting).  Please join us. 

 

Managing Director Jill Lesh next to case exhibit  

created by intern Brittany Spencer -King, 

òMusic & Soul: Lotus Dickey and the Lotus Foundation 

The History Center will once again have its popular sale 

of gently-used holiday decorations and gifts. If 

you have items to donate you may bring 

them to the History Center anytime from 

10am-4pm Tues-Sat. Hint to Santa: we 

have lots of dolls again. 

 

The Museum Gift Store will, as usual, 

offer a wide variety of new holiday     

merchandiseðcards, books, toys,        

ornaments, Clay City Pottery, and much 

more. Donôt forget to ask the cashier for your member 

discount. Both the Store and the gently-used holiday 

sale will be open to evening shoppers during the      

Canopy of Lights Open House on Friday, November 27. 

 

The long-awaited new cookbook, Mouth Watering 

Monroe County, should arrive from the printers in 

time for your holiday shopping in November. It will 

make a delightful gift priced at $10. This book of 300 

recipes with comments is a fundraiser for the History 

Center.   

Coming In November ĕ Holiday Gifts  

By Gayle Cook 
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Not To Be Missed  
 

 

 

 

Exhibit ñCelebration of Indiana Barnsò 

Opening Reception 

Friday, November 6, 5-7pm 
 

Fort Wayne artist Gwen Gutweinôs paintings of Indiana 

barns plus historical profiles of each barn will be on 

loan from the Fort Wayne Museum of Art during 

November & December. Bloomingfoods is the exhibit 

sponsor, and they are joining us to kick off the exhibit 

with a reception featuring fall harvest refreshments at 

the History Center on November 6th ï a Bloomington 

First Friday event. 

 

Gutweinôs goal is to complete a painting of two barns in 

all 92 Indiana Counties. Included in the exhibit of 48 

paintings will be two Monroe County barns. Gutwein 

plans to attend the opening reception. 

ñHindustan Whetstone: 

Gravestones in Southern Indianaò 

with Dick Powell 

Thursday, October 15, 7pm 
 

Whetstone grave markers were 

among the very first commercial 

tombstones used in Indiana. 

Nearly 1,800 Hindustan 

whetstone markers have been 

found in 221 cemeteries in  

southern Indiana.  Dr. Powell  

has been working with local 

citizens to identify all the 

whetstone markers and will talk 

about their location and preservation.   

  

Dr. Richard Powell is a research scientist at the Indiana 

Geological Survey. 

Exhibit ñChildôs Playò 

Opening Reception 

Friday, October 16, 5-7pm  

 

Join us at a playful opening  

reception for the exhibit of childrenôs 

clothing from Indiana Universityôs 

Sage Collection. Enjoy refreshments 

from your childhood and talk with 

the exhibit curators. 

ñThe Hoosier Cabinet in Kitchen Historyò 

with Nancy Hiller 

Thursday, November 19, 7pm 
 

The Hoosier Cabinet was among the earliest design  

innovations of the modern American kitchen. Hiller 

draws on her design expertise 

to reveal the influence of the 

Hoosier Cabinet on the 

development of the 

contemporary American 

home. Desserts from 1910-

20s recipes will be served. 

 

Nancy Hiller is a 

Bloomington-based 

cabinetmaker and author of 

the 2009 book, The Hoosier 

Cabinet in Kitchen History. 

Kaffee Klatsch (Coffee Party) Benefit 

Thursday, October 29, 11amï12:30pm 
 

Enjoy coffees, brunch, desserts, a colorful rendition of 

coffee lore and history by Carol Darling, and a demo by 

Inner Chefôs David Wade. Guests will have chances at 

great door prizes plus an early opportunity to purchase 

West Baden art. 

 

Seating is limited. Pre-paid reservations are required. 

Send $25 person, $20 for members, to the Monroe  

County History Center or call to use a credit card. 

 

Help us raise funds to remove the graffiti and clean the 

Hoadley Limestone Urn. 

Gutweinõs painting of Monroe Countyõs 

Hinkle Garton Farm Barn.  



Page 5  Monroe  County  His tor ian  October  2009  

Cemeteries:  

An Historical Resource in Monroe County  

By Bob Dodd 

How many cemeteries do you think there are in Monroe 

County? Before you answer, remember that in addition to 

the large, well-known cemeteries such as Rose Hill and 

Clear Creek, there are many small, no longer active,    cem-

eteries scattered around the county. In fact there may be 

cemeteries that we do not even know about. Some cemeter-

ies are hidden in the forest, far from any existing roads.  

There are several in the Deam Wilderness area in the 

southeast part of the county that can only be reached by 

hiking several miles from the nearest trailhead. Several 

cemeteries are now under Lake Monroe. Most of the    bur-

ials from these cemeteries were moved to the Polk Town-

ship Cemetery on Allenôs Creek Road before the lake was 

completed.  Some small cemeteries have been         de-

stroyed, i.e., the stones moved or discarded when they were 

in the way of other uses.   

 

There are many things about cemeteries in the county that 

we would like to know. 

What was the earliest 

cemetery? What cemetery 

is or was longest in     

continuous use? Where 

are the historically      

important people in our 

countyôs history buried? 

Where are the veterans 

from various wars       

buried? Where are        

especially distinctive 

tombstones located? 

 

The Monroe County    

History Centerôs      Cem-

etery Committee is trying 

to accurately locate as 

many cemeteries as possi-

ble. Many of the locations 

described in our records 

are vague or     imprecise, 

and some are simply 

wrong. We have located 

many of these cemeteries 

and            determined 

their GPS coordinates and 

their    exact location on 

detailed topographic 

maps.      Ultimately we 

hope to prepare a map or maps showing these locations. 

The maps will be available for use by     History Center 

patrons. However, many of the small    cemeteries whose 

stones have been removed will probably never be found.    

 

Another important function of the Cemetery Committee is 

to preserve our historic cemeteries. Many are not being 

maintained and are becoming overgrown with vegetation.  

Stones are often toppled or broken, sometimes simply the 

result of natural processes and sometimes due to            

vandalism. There are far too many cemeteries for our small 

committee to attempt to maintain, so we try to work with 

township trustees, city and county officials, and cemetery 

associations. Still, weôd like to encourage others to help. 

The committee is sponsoring a workshop on Friday and 

Saturday, October 9ï10, to train interested individuals in 

methods of cemetery preservation. The workshop will have 

a discussion session (free) at the Monroe County   History 

Center on Friday evening 

and a hands-on session 

($30) on Saturday at the 

White Oak       Cemetery 

in Bloomington. We will 

show methods of restoring 

tombstones and rehabilita-

tion at the    cemetery. We 

hope that you will join us. 

 

To register, go to: www. 

monroehistory.org or call 

812-332-2517. 

 

What is the answer to the 

question of how many 

cemeteries are in Monroe 

County? There are 313 

cemetery names on our 

register.  In coming issues 

of the Monroe County   

Historian, we will profile 

specific cemeteries and 

give you additional        

information about our 

countyôs cemeteries. 

 


