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A special evening with friends, a gourmet 

meal, and an opportunity to hear author 

Michael Shelden; donôt miss the fourth 

Annual History Center Gala on Friday, 

February 11. 

 

Guest speaker, Michael Shelden, will   

present Kissed by Sophia Loren:           

Adventures of a Hoosier Biographer and 

Globetrotting Journalist. Wine will be 

provided by Oliver Winery and dinner  

prepared by Classic Catering. The Social 

Hour, Cash Bar and Silent Auction will 

take place from 6pm-7pm followed by 

dinner at 7pm and then a talk you wonôt 

soon forget. 

 

To reserve seats or table for the event, 

please contact the Monroe County History 

Center at 332-2517. Proceeds from the 

evening will benefit the Gayle Cook      

Junior Historian Program and provide  

tuition scholarships 

for children in 

need. 

 

If you cannot join 

us for the evening, 

please consider a 

gift to the Junior 

Historian Program. 

A gift envelope is 

enclosed with this 

newsletter. 

 

 

Gayle Cook 

Junior Historian Program 
The History Center is proud to present The 

Gayle Cook Junior Historian Summer   

Program for youth of Monroe and         

surrounding counties. The Junior Historian 

Program is designed to immerse children, 

in two groups, ages 6-8 and 9-12, in a    

living history experience. During three 

separate themed weeks throughout the 

summer, children will be able to touch 

history in ways they never have. By using 

historically accurate activities, food and 

field trips, the campers will experience the 

rich history of Monroe County and       

Indiana, in a lasting, mean-

ingful way.  Instructors will 

be trained and experienced 

working with children. 

 

The program to serve the 

youth in the area was named 

in honor of Gayle Cook in 

recognition of her            

commitment to preservation 

of history and unfailing     

support given the Monroe 

County Historical Society and 

its History Center. 
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4th Annual Gala ĕ February 11  
Who was kissed by Sophia Loren? 

 



General Board Meeting: 

2nd Thursday of the month, 4 pm 

 

February 

FRI 4ðIndiana Barn Paintings 

Exhibit Reception, Refreshments 

Served, 5-8pm 

 

TUE 8ðCivil War Roundtable 

Steve Rolfe presents ñMontgomery 

Cunningham Meigs: The Man Who 

Won the Civil War,ò 7pm 

FRI 11ðAnnual Benefit Gala 

Cook World Headquarters, 6pm 

Social Hour, 7pm Dinner, 8pm talk 

by Author Michael Shelden 

 

SAT 12ðWFHBôs Saturdayôs Child 

Free concert featuring Indiana Old-

Time Ambassadors, 11am-Noon 

 

THR 17ð3rd Thursday Series 

Restoring Quilts, w/ Heirloom Quilt 

Restorationôs Mindy Fletcher, 7pm 

March 

TUE 8ðCivil War Roundtable 

John Crosby presents ñBrother vs 

Brother,ò 7pm 

 

SAT 12ðWFHBôs Saturdayôs Child 

Free concert featuring ñBamboo 

Steveò Pollitt, flute, 11am-Noon 

 

April 

TUE 12ðCivil War Roundtable 

SAT 16ðRecord Store Day 

Indiana Barn Paintings 
A returning exhibit by Gwen Gutwein 

Closes: Feb. 26 

On loan from the Ft. Wayne 

Art Museum, the exhibit 

includes historical profiles 

of Indiana barns, along with 

two Monroe County barns 

on the Hinkle Garton and 

Stevens Family farms.           Exhibit Reception: Feb. 4, 5-8pm 

 

 

From Trilobites to Terabytes 
National Fossil Day Exhibit 

Closes: Mar. 19 

In collaboration with the Indiana Geological 

Survey, learn about Monroe Countyôs 

prehistoric past through fossilized plants and 

animals. Donôt miss our hands-on fossil dig 

table. 

 

 

Developed: 

Local 1800s Photography 
Closes: Feb. 19 
Discover the roots of photography including 

the methods and people involved in the local 

1800s photography scene. Much of the 

exhibit is comprised of items from the 

History Center's historic photo collection. 
 

Local Records: Past & Present 
Opens: Apr. 16     Closes: Jul. 30 

Record Store Day, a national event, will once again take place 

on April 16. The History Center will host a special event 

boasting activities and live music. The feature of the day will be 

the local-music focused, Local Records: Past and Present.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Record Store Day: Apr. 16  

 

Mt. Gilead Friends Retreat 
Community Voices Gallery Closes: Feb. 12 

The exhibit features programs and activities that Mt. Gilead 

offers, including the sanctuary, rooted in Quaker tradition, for all 

who seek renewal drawing upon the inspiration of nature. 

 

 

19th Century Star Quilts 
Opens: Feb. 25    Closes: Jun. 5 

The American Quilt Study Groupôs 

traveling exhibit, 19th Century Star 

Quilts, will debut at the History Center 

on Feb. 25. The collection expresses 

many interpretations on one of the 

oldest quilt block patternsðthe star.  

 

Calendar of Events  
All events held at the History Center unless otherwise stated. 
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Current & Upcoming Exhibits  
Also available at www.monroehistory.org 

The Center will not be open on days 

when the MCCSC closes for snow. 



Mission Statement 
The mission of the MCHS 

is to foster a deeper 

understanding and 

appreciation of Monroe Coun-

tyôs history, culture, and natu-

ral environment by all. 

 

Proud Member Of 

 

Message from the Board President  
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On a sunny October day, the Cemetery Committee spent 

the day at Keller Cemetery near Stanford in western   

Monroe County. We assisted in repairing and cleaning 

gravestones, cleared out underbrush and, most              

importantly, honored those who have come before us. As I 

cleaned the gravestone of a boy who died shortly after he 

was born in the mid-1850s, I was reminded of the legacy 

left us by our pioneer ancestors. Whether we were born in 

Monroe County or have moved here, it is our home and a 

place worthy of preserving the history and stories for our 

children and those who come to this place after us. 

 

We are working in many ways to do just that. Our new 

Gayle Cook Junior Historian Program will begin this  

summer to help children learn more about Monroe County 

and our history. Our collaboration with Indiana University 

to train area teachers in the Teaching American History 

project is another example of our commitment to the    

education of our history. We recently received the Henry 

and Cecelia Wahl grant to assist with transporting Monroe 

County school students on field trips (which had been cut 

from local school budgets). 

 

Our Fourth Annual Gala will be held February 11 at Cook 

World Headquarters. Local author and Indiana State    

University professor, Mike Shelden, will share stories of 

his travels and interviews with newsmakers of our time. 

James Madison, Indiana Universityôs Thomas and Kathryn 

Miller Professor of History, will be our Master of        Cer-

emonies. We will again have a Silent Auction which will 

include some special antiques from our Garage Sale dona-

tions. Please join us for an evening to remember. 

 

 

 

-Board President 

 

Who We Are  
Preserving the Past for Future Generations 

 

Who We Are  
Preserving the Past for Future Generations 

Board Officers 
Anne Cady: President 
     acady1@gmail.com 
 

Lee Ehman: VP of Finance 
     ehman@indiana.edu 
 

Lou Malcomb: VP of Operations 
     malcomb@indiana.edu 
 

Dave Musgrave: Treasurer 
     dmusgrave@unitedcommercebank.com 
 

Laura Newton: Secretary  
     laura@visitbloomington.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Janice Partenheimer: Asst. Secretary 
     jpartenheimer@gmail.com 
 

Liz Knapp: Collections Curator  
     knappliz@att.net 

Staff 
Diane Ballard: Managing Director 
     director@monroehistory.org 
 

Lisa M. Simmons: Outreach Coordinator  
     education@monroehistory.org 
 

Erica Kendall: Collections Manager 
     collection@monroehistory.org 
 

Hillary Feldmeyer-Detty: Office Manager 
     admin@monroehistory.org 

 
Jenny Mack: Exhibit Designer 
     exhibitdesign@monroehistory.org 
 

Amanda Barron: Collections Assistant 
     amanda.mchc@gmail.com 
 

Martha Wainscott: Custodian 
     martha.elizabeth@alumni.iu.edu 
 

Elizabeth Schlemmer: Library Manager 
     mchclibrary@gmail.com 



 

News from Other Places  
Working to Keep You Updated 
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Mark Your Calendar: IGS April 2011 Conference 
The Indiana Genealogical Societyôs annual conference 

will be held on Saturday, 16 April 2011, in the Sterrett 

Center at Fort Harrison in northeastern Indianapolis. The 

featured speaker will be Diane VanSkiver Gagel, past 

president of the Ohio Genealogical Society and author of 

several books, including Windows on the Past: Identifying, 

Dating, and Preserving Photographs. For more            

information, go to: www.indgensoc.org  

 

DeKalb County Museums 
Many people are familiar with the Auburn Cord          

Duesenberg Automotive Museum in Auburn, Indiana, but 

DeKalb County offers nine other museums in Auburn and 

environs. Continuing the transportation theme are the    

National Automotive and Truck Museum, Kruse         Au-

tomotive & Carriage Museum, Early Ford V-8         Muse-

um, Hoosier Air Museum, and Garrett Historical Railroad 

Museum. For family history researchers, the DeKalb 

County History Museum and Willennar            Genealogy 

Center (in Auburnôs Eckhart Public Library) are worth a 

visit. Other interests are served by the National Military 

History Center and the Garrett Museum of Art. The DeK-

alb Alliance of Museums offers a Passport Ticket: by pay-

ing regular admission at one of the           museums, the 

purchaser receives discounts at all of the others. For more 

information on any of these museums, contact: DeKalb 

County Visitors Bureau, telephone: (260) 927-1499; or go 

to: www.dekalbcvb.org (From DeKalb Alliance of Muse-

ums brochure.) 

WWI Posters at Indiana Historical Society 
The Indiana Historical Societyôs World War I Poster    

Collection, which includes American propaganda posters 

from around 1918, is now available to researchers. The 

posters reflect the varying missions of the organizations 

that produced them. French Relief Fund posters were    

produced by the Indianapolis branch of the American 

Fund for French Wounded, organized in 1915 to support 

French hospitals. Many of these posters feature soldiers 

and girls; each includes a humorous poem. Posters       

promoting Liberty Loan Campaigns and Bonds urge the 

purchase of bonds as a patriotic duty. Red Cross posters 

focus on fundraising for humanitarian and medical aid to 

Europe. The U.S. Food Administration posters advocate 

conserving food (to make more available for overseas   

allies) as well as raising and canning homegrown produce. 

Posters of ships under construction, produced by the U.S. 

Shipping Board Emergency Fleet, emphasize the need to 

expand the Merchant Marine and 

move people and supplies to Eu-

rope. Indiana artists represented 

in the collection include Franklin 

Booth, Kin Hubbard, John T. 

McCutcheon, and Gaar Williams. 

For more information, go to: 

www.indianahistory.org/library or 

telephone: (317) 234-0321. (From 

INPerspective, November/

December 2010, and the web 

site.) 

 

Your Donations at Work  
Donations Make A Difference 

Every year the History Center raises operating funds by 

selling donated gently-used merchandise. What makes this 

increasingly profitable is the warehousing we have    

available for storage throughout the year. This means that 

we accept individually donated items and also large      

estates whenever they become available. 

 

After removing any artifacts appropriate for the Museumôs 

collection we then sell merchandise at several events    

resulting in a  major addition to our budget. 

2010 February Auction  $  3,700 

2010 June Garage Sale  $36,000 

2010 Holiday Sale  $  2,560 

  Total   $42,260 

 

You can see how much your donated items have helped 

the History Center. In addition to the above, all year long 

we sell used books in the museum store. Thanks go to all 

of you who donated items, worked at the sales, or         

purchased merchandise.  

 



 

The Racial Divide in 1915 Bloomington  
By Lee Ehman 
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While indexing obituaries from the Bloomington          Tel-

ephone, I ran across a 1915 event that reveals a    Bloom-

ington different than it is today. The episode       exempli-

fies the psychological divide between blacks and whites 

that can be traced in the history of the state. Before the 

Civil War, anti-black feelings in Indiana were typified by 

the 1851 Constitutional Conventionôs Article XIII, later 

overwhelmingly confirmed by a state-wide vote: ñNo     

negro or mulatto shall come into or settle in the Stateé.ò1 

The article, however, was not generally enforced. Indiana 

had a history of lynching in the 1800s; 20 blacks were 

lynched between 1865 and 1903. Anti-lynch laws were 

finally enforced by Governor Winfield Durbin in the early 

1900s.2 

 

In 1915, Bloomington was segregated. Blacks lived     sep-

arately from whites, and one area was given the         de-

rogatory label ñBucktownò by the Telephone. The paper 

segregated social news about blacks into the column 

ñAmong Colored People,ò almost always carried on page 

four, a small section set apart from the main ñOne Day of 

Local Doings.ò Occasionally deaths of prominent black 

citizens were announced outside this section, but nearly all 

their news was carried in it. There was a separate ñcolored 

school,ò which previously occupied the Carnegie Library 

site, now part of the History Center. In December 1915, a 

new ñcolored school,ò now the Banneker Center, opened 

on West Seventh with 93 students.3 As the new school was 

being planned, a nearby church protested its location so 

close to their house of worship. 

 

From 11 to 14 August 1915, a series of front-page articles 

in the Telephone reported on the showing of The Nigger at 

the Princess Theatre. On August 11th, the Telephone     

described a petition to the city council, ñsigned by        

practically every colored person in Bloomington,ò to     

prohibit showing the picture. The document was presented 

by Reverend Henderson, pastor of the Bethel African 

Methodist Episcopal (A.M.E.) church, who explained ñé

the picture might cause a race feeling here and it was best 

to prohibit it. He explained that the picture was a southern 

film, contains a scene where a negro attempts to criminally 

assault a white woman and is afterwards taken by a mob. 

[He] held that the picture portrayed a degraded scene and 

was unfair to the colored race.ò4 

 

The Nigger is nearly forgotten today, partly because four 

weeks earlier, Epoch Film released its infamous The Birth 

of a Nation, which was for that time a blockbuster. The 

Nigger, produced by Fox, was based on a 1912 play of the 

same name, in which the title character, the governor of 

Georgia, was discovered to have black ancestors. He     

resigned and ñgave upò his white fianc®e, even though in 

the final scene she was willing to ñoverlook his black 

bloodò and marry him.5 Despite its inflammatory title, the 

play was viewed by some as ña prominent defense of     

miscegenation.ò In the end the hero, rather than denying 

his black ancestry, decided to devote his life to the        

betterment of blacks.6 The film (but presumably not the 

play) contained scenes showing a ñNegro hiding behind a 

tree waiting to assault [a] little white girl, the dead child, 

the manhunt, the flames indicating the lynching and       

burning at the stake, and a órace warô during which whites 

were killed by Negroes.ò7 A more sanguine view is that 

ñDespite its title the movie was an indictment of            

intemperance and intolerance even to the point of putting 

responsibility for racism squarely on bigoted whites.ò8 

 

On 12 August 1915, the Telephone carried a short article 

announcing that the film would be screened privately for 

the mayor, city council, and city attorney. ñThey will    

consider the question if the showing of the picture is likely 

to cause any race feeling in Bloomington.ò9 The following 

day, the Telephone reported that the city administrators 

ñcould see nothing in it to excite race feelingò and decided 

it would be shown that night as advertised. ñAbout 15  

people made up the audience for the private show,         

including a number of ladiesðA.C. Coyle, representing 

the city council, said of the film: óI see nothing in the    

picture that might cause unusual unrest among the negroes, 

and if anything it teaches a good moral lesson that would 

prove uplifting to the colored race.ôò10 

 

Juxtaposing Reverend Hendersonôs and A. C. Coyleôs 

statements shows mutual fear of the ñother.ò Hendersonôs 

concern about ñrace feelingò reflected the history of brutal 

intimidation of blacks by whites from the days of slavery 

up to the present. Coyle was worried about unrest among 

blacks, not about the white lynch mobs that Henderson 

feared. Coyleôs statement is also remarkable for its        

assertion that ñthe colored raceò needed moral lessons. We 

donôt know directly what he or she had in mind, but the 

ñlessonò might well have been that blacks needed to keep 

their place or be ñtaken by a mob.ò 

Continued as ôRacial Divideõ on page 8. 



In the aviation display case in the museum on the Monroe 

County History Centerôs second floor, near the Schmaltz 

Bear, visitors see a small piece of round wood, labeled 

ñFrom the first airplane that came to Bloomington. Fell 

near Dunn Meadow.ò Donated by the Wylie House      

Museum, the artifact has no other identifying information. 

 

A series of October 1911 Bloomington Daily Telephone 

articles reveal the story behind that bit of bamboo. Town 

merchants of the Commercial Club had formed the Boost-

er Day committee to promote business.1 They     contract-

ed for $700 with the Curtiss Aviation Company to perform 

two airplane flights for the large crowd they hoped to 

draw into Bloomington. The first newspaper headline was 

ñóBirdmanô with Machine Coming.ò It     included an invi-

tation to mayors and other officials from the surrounding 

area: ñTake a ride in the air ship, and    listen to the band 

play. Welcome to our city. There will be a hot timeé

stand on the hub of the wheel of the center of population 

and feel the world go around.ò2 The next dayôs paper pub-

lished a long, rather ghoulish, article on aviation deaths.3 

Perhaps this was also part of the attempt to draw a large 

gathering for the event.  

 

Three days before the 

planned flights in 

Bloomington, a Curtiss 

pilot was killed in     

Seattle, and the       

company indicated it 

might not be able to fly. 

But the Booster Day 

committee threatened a 

lawsuit for breach of 

contract. A substitute 

flier, Horace F.       

Kearney, arrived on 10 

October with his      

airplane and mechanics. 

Kearney had been    

injured in August,    

staying in a hospital for 

six weeks. According to 

a history of early     avi-

ation, ñHorace F. 

Kearney [was] known 

among his fellow    avi-

ators as óSure Shot 

Kearneyô because of his claim that he could take his 

Curtiss biplane off a nickel and land it on a postage 

stampé.ò4 

 

The crew had to assemble the airplane, shipped in pieces 

via railroad, and wanted a quiet place to work. But the 

Booster Day committee insisted the crew put it together on 

the town square, to keep the people near their businesses.  

 

On 11 October, the crew made their way to Dunn Meadow 

and made ready for the first of two scheduled flights in 

front of what the newspaper describes as a crowd of    

thousands. Apparently Kearney decided to take off toward 

the east, starting in the west end of what was then a rutted 

former farmerôs field. While Kearney did spot a post at the 

far end, he neglected to see the barbed wire fence the post 

supported. The uneven ground prevented him from      

gaining as much speed as he expected, and, suddenly, he 

saw the fence close at hand. He hauled back on the      

controls to raise the nose and clear the fence, but stalled, 

pivoted to one side, and crashed, the right wing catching a 

tree. This was lucky, because he was thrown clear to the 

 

First Birdman in Bloomington  
By Lee Ehman 
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òHorace Kearney in the Aeroplane just as it leaves the ground.ó Original caption and 

photograph from the Bloomington Daily Telephone  (11 October 1910).  


