Meenroe

Where the past and present megt.

Monroe County
Hi storical

Monroe County
Historian

Dec 2012/Jan 2013

Vol. 2012 Issue 6

Society established 1905
Museum established 1980

For subscription
information
contact the

Monroe County

History Center at

812-332-2517, or

monroehistory.org

The History Center wishes
to thank Gayle Cook, Moby
McCammon and Diane
Ballard for recording oral
history pieces for the new
interactive exhibit in the
180006s school
special thanks also goes to
Mar keybds Rent
Staging for recording and
editing the stories. We
invite you to visit the new
exhibits and explore our
past in a new, immersive
way.

Cover painting by Dorothy Bain, courtesy:
of the Arthur Clark Estate, from the 1
MCHC Collection

Non -Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Bloomington, IN
Permit No. 171

812332.2517

202 East Sixth Street
Bloomington, Indiana 47408

monroehistory.org

enter

Soci etyos

If you are interested in helping the History Center preserve our resources and wou
like to receive an electronic, early version of the Historian please contact the office

(812) 332517, extension 2

Membership Form Method of Payment

Z Visa Z Master
Annual Membership Levels

Student/ Teache$0
Basi c $35
Family $60
Sustaining $100
Patron $500

Credit Card #

N<NCNONCNE¢

Expiration Date CVV Number
Corporate- Service Organizations
Exhibit Suppor$tdr
Gall ery Benef a$300r
Hi st ory Pat r on$500
Monroe County History

Signature

N<¢NCNICN¢

Maker $1000

Print Name

C%egkﬂ y@u'are ir'%erested in:

Z Volunteering
azl Geammad ogy
Z Civil War History

Z Planned Giving

Address
Send to:

Monroe County History Center
202 East Sixth Street
Bloomington, IN 47408

Phone

E-mail

Monroe County Historian

Preserving the Past for Future Generations
Newsletter of the Monroe County Historical Society, Inc.

Museum
Research Library
Museum Gift Store
Educational Facility

t Sixth Street
ton, IN 47408
2-332-2517
onroehistory.org
Hours
uesdayd Saturday
10amo 4pm
useum Admission
Adult 8 $2
Child (6-17 yrs.)d $1
5 yrs. & Under d Free
Members 8 Free
Issue Highlights
2 - Events Calendar
3 - Message from the President
4 - Gift Membership
5 - Wahl Gallery Opening
6 - Volunteer Spotlight
7-Col |l ectionsé C
8-111 Library Articles
12- Membership Form

Historian Staff
Editor: Diane Ballard
Copywriter & Design: Hillary
Detty

Sundaes on Saturday

Saturday January 26, from 1:00pm to 4:00pm, join us for the
annual Week of Chocolate event. You can build your own
sundae with ice cream provid
toppings. While youdre here
tory of chocolate, banana splits, maraschino cherries and
more! The Double Dip string band will be back again.
Sundaes are free with general admission.

Hi | |

We are proud to announce that the library has
elegant new set of buiiitbookshelves! Local ca
netmaker Nancy Hiller designed and construct
the shelves to complement the existing interio
reflect the building
brary. The custom shelves are made @aniih re
oak and stained to m
trim. With a carefully scribed installation, the
shelves appear as though they have been nes
their place for ages.

Wor k a

Nancy er 0s Perr

The History Center is fortunate to own a piece
Hillerds finely craft
formally trained woodworker with over 30 year
experience; you may also recognize her as a writer

for Bloom Magazimes the author of books in the museum store.

The bookshelf will serve as a home
ty materials, including city directories and yearbooks, and will stand as an exan
ple of the excellent craftsmanship of a local artist. One day people of Monroe
County wil/| regard Nancy Hillerds p
might now consider a Seward iron fence.

We are grateful to the estate of

Lola Burkhart.; a bequest from

Mr s . Burkhartos ec
new shelves as well as other

recent renovations to the library.

i ] Visit Nancy Hiller
about the shelves att t p: / /

nrhiller. wordpress. co
si mphaasyneesynonymous/



http://nrhiller.wordpress.com/2012/11/01/simple-and-easy-are-not-synonymous/
http://nrhiller.wordpress.com/2012/11/01/simple-and-easy-are-not-synonymous/
http://nrhiller.wordpress.com/2012/11/01/simple-and-easy-are-not-synonymous/

-1 1T 01T A #1 61 O6U
$ AA i

¢mpcT*A 4

(EOCOI OEAT

mTp Qo

0 A CcA

December
§ Now until Dec 7th: American Girl Raffle

§ 3-Monday, 5pm: Volunteer Recognition Dinner,
please RSVP to Angi St. Clair

8-Saturday, 1llam:
The Civil War Roundtable will not meet this month

13-Thursday, 4:30pm: Monthly Board Meeting

w W w w

There will not be a Third Thursday program this
month

§ The History Center Staff will be out of the office on
December 24 , 25 & 31 for the Holiday

WF HB pres§ents

Calendar of Events

All events held at the History Center unless otherwise stated.

January

§ The History Center will be closed on January 1 for the
Holiday

§ 3- Thursday 7pm Genealogy Group
urda

Chi l
8 Tuesday, 7pm Civil ar Roundtable

§ 10-Thursday, 4:30pm: Monthly Board Meeting
§ 12-Saturday, l1lam: WFHB presen
§ 26 -Saturday, 1pm-4pm: Sundaes on Saturday, Week

of Chocolate fundraiser

Current & Upcoming Exhibits

Also available at www.monroehistory.org

oCi vi l Rights in Mo
Exhibit Opened November 23, 2012 to April 27, 2013
The Civil Rights
movements
starting in the
early 1900s to lat
1980s are an
important part of
Monroe County
history. Indiana
University served
as a stage for
students to make change and voice their rights as African
Americans, women and young adults making sense of the
world around them. The exhibit follows individuals who
had a direct impact in making change in the community
and on campus, and the major demonstrations happening
at the time.

NN NN
SO

oMonroe Rocks

Vot ebd
Exhibit Opened October 1, 2012 to March 23, 2013

With 2012 being a presidential
election year, stop by the History
Center to see different voting
booths and styles Monroe County
used to capture the vote.

County

nr oe ount :
Smalcf V0| es, Big | mp

during the American C

Exhibit Opened September 1, 2012 tg
January 26, 2013

The American Civil War had a profound
impact on both Northern and Southern
people, especially young children. Small
Voices Big Impact examines the stories
and experiences of real young adults inf
battle and at home. k

Voi Gal | €

ces
F 0 oEghibit Bhénda Kov@mber 23,

Communi ty

Hi I | s
2012 to March 9, 2013 Hoosier Hills Food Bank

provides over 3.2 million pounds
50 HOOSIER HILLS Softfo Bnhudily @ b2 food pan-
v FOOD tries, shelters, kitchens and youth
E i programs in Brown, Lawrence,
A § ' ¥ Martin, Monroe, Orange and Ow-
R “"* en countiesFood bank partner
S agencies serve over 25,800 hungry
B AN K Hoosiers each yealon-
2012 perishable Food Needsnned
Over 30 million pounds of meat,canned vegetableanned
food in 30 years of service fruit, peanut butter, cereal.
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Al pha Hall: |l UGs First Womenos

By Penelope Mathiesen

Alpha Hall, constructed in 1906 on the corner of Forestg t hose menti oned above

Place and Third Street,a;¥aSpprbRPhodsihgTor womdhStltesinsand ©

and first residence hall for either male or female stug emester 1915 mcludedAIpha Hall as one of two dor-
dents at Indlan-aampulshousmg %% her was Si

S ME(T% On
wasnot provided ustdryiblild- r:f th_o"i'rsres aq'l093% Brlva}te hdrm'eseconﬁpfetlédrthe list,
i

ing was erected by a group of private investors. Ong, stated that ounless

them, Theodore J. Louden, a prominent local atto"?r\é’ modern and in every case heat and light are includec
SpanistAmerican War veteran, and member of the |ny, price.6 Seven priv:
diana National Guard, acted as general manager. I\llrsJ Bms t hat wer 0 not mo de

B. _FoI ey serve_d as mat ryopne. Br|0v0an?' en Opt On?e onfereendS
lowship (see article elsewhere in this issue) held atlegsf, s ¢ k e e ping

7

okitchen, 6

one meeting at Alpha Hall. A plan of the ground flogfp 5 2 r di n g cl u g in houseo |
shows several large parlors, including one with a fire-
place. Perhaps this was where the club met?

l ndi ana Uni verl

tary responsibilities dur-
ing World War | included
housing 200 men sent to

" campus for special radio
communications training
_in 1918. They were first

® placed in the Old Gym-
nasium and the Assembly
Hall, sleeping on military
cots. In September, they
were moved into Alpha

“8 Hall, taking their meals in
g the cafeteria. The new
guarters must have
seemed quite palatial by
comparison! Alpha Hall
was leased by IU in 1919
dor mh helr yr & hialnte 8 N 0IRP §i dPhwce Hal
chased by IU in 1936 and converted to classroom and
office use. It was torn down in 1961, after Ballantine

I U womenos
tograph taken about 1910. Reproduced by permission
of the Indiana University Archives (P0020002).

Al pha Hall,

Hall was built.

Alpha Hal I , described as o0the most el egant home
| ady students in Indianadé by Thomas Clark in his
of Indiana University, ocontained more than f|f%

sary, an assemiheatrical hall, and a modern Iaund iles); Thomas D. Clatkdiana University: Midwestern
& The rooms had two dogegvgl. 2 (Blpgmingtgnylpdiana nivgrsity Rress, i n
water, single beds with the best felt mattresses eIe%?rT@’) pp. 24 and 208; www.bloomingpedia.org/wiki/
and gas |lights. & Accor Ipha%Hal{ WWWeR$-INdjapaied WaRoytroscimi?e ¢ |

the hall offered oall tPRE NI er n conveniences, 6

rooms, a dining hall for 150 girls, a hospital and dlere(Pl ur ces :filonBduiia ndal ngnsi ver si
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Bl oomi ngtonds Dickens Fell ows

By Penelope Mathiesen

A i

ttle more than t hi rwoymeynebasr sd oarfntietro rG/h aornl etsh eDil
death in 1870, the Dickens Fellowship was foundedsee article elsewhere in this issue). For each meeting,
1902 to celebrate the life and works of the famous meembers were assigned chapters of the work to be dis-
elist. It was based in London with branches elsewhetssed. They also gave reports (such as a biography of
the United Kingdom, the United States, and othercbunc kens ), addr essed i ssue:¢
tries that were independent and scheduled their onmfsuch as workhouse reformrGhver Twjstand read pa-
events. One such branch was formed in Bloomingt@eis written by themselves or others. On Monday, 21
1907. The History Cent eQcbtso bleirbrla9r0y7 ,h oMidnsn iiet sWabl odor
minutes, a 7 x 9 inch composition book bound inbrawnt i cl e, o0Charl es Dickens
cardboard. Tucked in the front of the book are sevegat at ur e . 0

letters that M. A. (Mary Allouiz, or Minnie) Waldron

sent to fellow members in Bloomington during her 1915 _ ) _
sojourn in Lake Hamilton, Florida. One letter beging\_/leetln_gs were not devoted solely to serious discussion!
OGreetings to the Di ck elh&mingtgsifor ZMaect 1903 revepl that prs.{Bgpwn |
Floweré My Dear Fellows; Monday 2:30to 4:30 Jaf.€ F ved refreshments o0in a
11 Reviewing David Copperfield and with you in Spﬁtyle suitable to the Dickens taste, anq e_njoyed equally a
it.6 (As is mentioned |MHghasanyrgpasgseryed the Pg_:llecWst?n e it

exact time the Fellowship held its weekly meeting)t ©wn, 1 rrespective o str

The first part of the minutes book contains the consiftg-Yy 1908, me mbers and thei
tion of the Dickens Fellowship. Membership was linyeell filled bgskets for the_PlckW|ck picnic, which was

ited to ten. A member who missed three meetingsWitg-2a F t i 'y enjoyed by all p1
out sending a good excuse was considered to have with-

drawn; the vote on a replacement, nominated by o
the membership, had to be unanimous. The initial
bers were Mrs. David Kochnour (president), Mrs.
Blair (treasurer), Mrs. Chas. Booth (vice president),t
J. C. Vermilya, Mrs. Earl Miller, Mrs. Jno. Wells, Mr, .

rﬁiﬂﬁie Waldron compiled the book of minutes with a
ishing hand and an enthusiasm that suggests the
ree to which she threw herself into the activities of
Dickens Fellowship. The History Center holds a

McGlaughlin, Mrs. Minnie Waldron (secretary), Mrs, - © © book containing her ¢
Oak d Mrs. B Oth b dd(%]or’o written ofor the Dic«
aks, and Mrs. Brown. Other memberswere added ~ 47 2na. 6 The bl ue Mook i

over the years when resignations oc_curred. The f'rse]ir Xnd the time she began attending classes at Indiana
minutes entry records the organizational meeting 0['Jrf|versity. For more information on her remarkable

October 1907. Minutes were kept regularly through,: - e
1908, then sporadically during £@9with no entries“fe’ see the article elsewhere in this issue.

after that date, although Minnie Waldronds 1915
and other evidence testify to the groupds contin
istence. The remaining pages of the minutes book in-

clude quotations from Dickensd® wor ks, bits of cl
tory, and lists of papers read or works discussed.

Bl oomingtonds Dickens Fell owship met every Monda
from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. at the homesof members (@ o ur ces: O Di ckens Fell ows !

were married women) and at least once at Alpha H@w#.dickensfellowship.org.
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Message from

Dear Members,

It's the most wonderful time of the y&atler words

the President

Deckard family, shared delicious food and rounded out
the evening with "behind the scenes" tours by our

have never been spoken with all the accomplishm@ftazing staft.

going on at the History Center. Phase | of the InterBe-on the lookout for the an-

tive Exhibits is complete. We invite you to come im

and explore this exciting exhibit; and if you are logkimgn helping us continue tog%, # |
for something to do with family and friends visitingmove forward with the next ‘

over the holidays bring them in. We would also like

share our activities with others in the community, iits?
you are involved with a business or organization Wg this season of giving than

7 e \w wF -
ual pledge forms. Won't yot"v - i\\

b

4 M‘\
," )
¥
7
i
i
4 7 /

hases of the interactive ex

invite you to hold one of your meetings at the Histpty., ihankful to every one of 224

Center for a change of pace, a tour of the facility A6\ for your continued suppd

be arranged as well. o

Thanks to everyone who attended the Membership|aIOIOy Holidays to all!

Meeting in November. We were entertained by the

f the History Center.

Keicina GO e

New Items in the Library
genealogy@monroehistory.org
Penelope Mathiesen and Elizabeth Schlemmer
New Items in the Library

* Collins, Dorothy C. and Cecil K. Byirtdiana University: A Pictor
History1992. Gift from Marjorie Blewett.

* Cottman, George $diana: Its History, Constitution, and Prese
ernment936. Gift from J. Robert Dodd.

* Counts, Will and John DiltBhe Magnificent 92 Indiana Courtho
1991. Gift from J. Robert Dodd.

* Hartke, Edwin J. and Henry H. Gr@gology for Environmental H
ning in Monroe County, Ind28 Gift from J. Robert Dodd.

* Indiana Historic Sites and Structures Inventory: Monroe Count
port 1989. Gift from J. Robert Dodd.

* Kingsbury, Robert @n Atlas of Indiant970. Gift from J. Robert
Dodd.

* Kingsbury, Robert @n Atlas of Southern IndiE8&6. Gift from
Marjorie Blewett.

* Lane, N. GaryGeology at Indiana Universi§20@232000. Gift
from J. Robert Dodd.

* Lindsey, Alton A., edNatural Features of Indi®&6. Gift from J.
Robert Dodd.

* Martin, John HA History of Habitat for Humanity of Monroe Co|
Inc.1994. Gift from J. Robert Dodd.

* Monroe County, Indiana, Jail Register 1890s. Digitized images
original ledger on CD. Gift from Indiana University Libraries.

* Smith, Jim HSnowing in Chicago: The Story of a Fortunate De|

New Items in the Collection

collection@monroehistory.org
Compiled by Rebecca Vaughn

alltems recently accessioned into the collections
include:
Nt Gov-
*A 195006s womands wool
isé¥pneymoon travel). Gift from Cathie Lynch.

larOne pair of corduroy pants worn in a Senior
Cords contest. Gift from Dennis Hamilton.

y Interim Re-
*A Brownie Hawkeye Flash Outfit camera and
children's tea set. Gifts from Beverly Ohsdaly.

*Slag from Virginia Iron Works, Monroe County.
Gift from Cathy Meyer.

*Whiffletree and wrench from a barn in northern
Monroe County. Gift from George Hegeman.

tPanoramic photograph of the 1927 graduating

unc)féss ofBloomington High School (or possibly
. jmiddle school). Anonymous donation.

tour and the

Founding of Cook Incorp@fiéd

d
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Give the gift of history! A membership to the Monroe County
History Center is a present that lasts all year long and it is tax
deductible. This is a perfect gift for a relative, friend or
colleague.

| Continued from page 43

k3

In 1916, several Indiana University professors urgedauffmanHoosier Times 24 July 2005
Minnie Waldron to enroll in a few classes. She wenFamt al t o Woman Who Devot e
to compl ete a Bachel or oBoomingtgnrDeilg Telephoh&9 2@, id MDHAtOe
gree in 1921, and a Ph.D. in Sociology in 1924 whénshe@s hi p 6 ( Ver t i c aBloofingtore s ) ;
holiday season. An acknowledgement card will be sent along was in her sixties. She also took courses from the IBédford Sunday H&alds 4 Jul y 2006,
. .. . . . . ana Law School; in 1922, she was the first woman Raverend Paul A. Deery, Delivered at the Funeral Ser-

W'th membership information. A gift Membership form is mitted to the Monroe County bar. Active in many argass of Mrs. Mary A. Waldron, April 17,

included on the last page of the newsletter. she valued her affiliation with St. Charles Catholic 1 9406 ( Vertical Files); W

~ . Church above all else. Files).
| toOs easy to gl ve

By Phonei Call the History Center, 332-2517, ext. 1.

By Email i Send information with your credit card to admin@monroehistory.org .
Online T monroehistory.org and follow the prompts

By regular mail - Membership, 202 E. Sixth Street, Bloomington, IN 47408

Bring history to life for a special person on your gift list this

She started a fund to establish St. Charles School and

wrote a bookleHlistory of St. Charles Catholic Church,
Bloomington, Indiana: Including a Synoptic Early History of the
County and Qitp34).

Mary A. Waldron died on 14 April 1940, age 82, tw¢.

New members this year:  Helmut Hentschel Cindy Oswalt days after receiving secategree burns when her

. Wendy Calman and Madonna Paskash apron caught fire as she was preparing supper for
Jim Ackerman Homer Hogle Steve and DebbyReed self and her son, attorney Charles Waldron. She is
Jim Alexander Kari Isaacson Eric and Lee Ann Sandweiss ied in Rose Hill Cemetery. The old City Hall where :
Lawrence Allen Teri Klassen Eizabeth Schlemmer conducted her social welfare work was renovated a
Daniel Barrow Susan Armeny and Angi St. Clair reopened in 1992 as the John Waldron Arts Center
Carev Beam . thanks to funding from Cecile Waldron, the widow

y Paul Langley Jim and JoAnne Steele M ~ Ch | A i
Tony Branam Erin Leake Susan Sullivan aryos Son: al oS o a
. u u funeral, Mary A. Waldron was known for unselfish ¢

Catherine Elder Jenny Mack Rebecca Vaughn votion to the public we j us
Scott Evans Dennis Maloy Janet Weiser rendered that service, winter or summer, rain or shi
Tom Froehle Diane Matacale Elyse Werling hot or cold, no matter what the day might be Minnie
Sue Gingles Mark and Julie McMath Nancy White Wal dron was on the job.
Kathleen Glaser Martin Minner Bob Zaltsberg
Carol Grammer Rod and Carol Mullis

Sour ces: OAn Honored Ci t ho
1 i I Joh Bld@mindtonCougiédarch 1898;
Best wishes for a happy holiday season L b D Bhemindun@astarch st spa
® clipping, 2 February 19 Ni c

appy thanks for your loyalty and goodwill throi
’ / a/ «The History Center Staff Govin, posibly laken aroLnd 1924 when ohe recened o
ol 078

from Indiana University. From the collection of the Monr
County History Center, 1993.075.0050.
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Mary A. Waldron: Always on the Job
By Penelope Mathiesen

Mary A. (Minnie) Waldron, who served as secretaryihed widowed Minnie went back to live with her family
Bl oomingtonds Dickens kh&eyinauwShé retprned te Blamiagton in 1899eaftee
where in this issue), was much more than that. Mahe death of her fath@r-law, who had become

Allouiz Shiel was born in Martinsville on 28 Marchwealthy through numerous business and real estate in-
1858 to John and Mary Shiel, both Irish immigrantterests. Minnie first lived with her motimelaw and

The family moved to Seymour, Indiana, where thelater set up her own home. Beginning a life of good
1880 census lists John Shiel as a leather merchanvaris, she helped organize the Bloomington Charity
his daughter Mary (called Minnie) as a schoolteackes. s oci ati on (the townods f
Minnie married John B. Waldron on 18 Novemberwas a leader in many other social service organizations
1884. John B. was from Bloomington, where hisfgthBro dy of Chi | d rTeberdubsis@s-ar d
(also an Irish immigrant) owned the Waldron tannesggiation; Public Health Nursing Association; Red
which he had purchased upon a recommendation@amo s s; Tr avel ersdé Aid,; Fr
John Shiel (Maryds fatWempndosSh€htwet man Mesmpeha
been connected through the leather trade. John Bsaarhtion of University Women; Local Council of

Minnie Waldron settled in Bloomington, where he Women, the founders of Bloomington Hospital; and
worked as a bank clerk, but their married life was IhiefCity Library Board, formed when the 1917 Carne-
John B. died on 10 May 1886, leaving his wife witlyenlibrary was built).

eightmonthold son, Charles.

Mi nni eds obituary charact
tireless but not random: case investigations were swift
and sure, and those who failed to be deserving could
expect no assistance. Prior to the erection of the City
Hall on the northwest corner of Fourth and Walnut,
she conducted Bl oomington
home on the corner of Fourth and Rogers. (In 1914,
she moved to another house one block north on Rog-
ers.) When the City Hall was completed in 1915, she
received an office on the third floor and came to work
every day into her early eighties, even as her health de-
clined. She conducted her welfare work without accept-
ing any salary, thanks to the benefit of the Waldron
estate.

Minnie Waldron took advantage of opportunities to
travel, including a trip to New Haven, Connecticut, in
1910; a sojourn in Lake Hamilton,
Carte de Visite of Minnie (Mary) smEFIorida, in 1915 (With a side trip to

by Friedgen & Donner Photographefs; : ; ; H

Columbus, Indiana, It was probably Cuba, enthusiastically described ina

taken when she lived in Seymour, indi- € t t e r to Bl oomingt
ana, before her 1884 marriage to Jghn : :

B. Waldron. From the collection oftwrt]:\ oOws _h I p on _S tatione
Monroe County History Center, | Hotel Ohio), and a year in New York

1981.101.0025. and Washington, D.C., in 1922.
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The Henry and Cecilia Wahl Gateway Gallery
INSTALLATION COMPLETED FOR PHASE 1 OF THE INTERACTIVE EXHIBITS

Phase 1 of the Interactives Project and Campaign was completed Wednesday,
November 21. Our huge Kodiak bear now roars with the touch of fur; you can

listen to the music of Joshua Bell, John Mellencamp, Hoagy Carmichael and

David Baker. A huge piece of local limestone donated by BG Hoadley provides

the backdrop for the display of, AWhat 0s
layers of rock and stone found in several surrounding locations. These are but a

few of the new exhibit displays in the Henry and Cecilia Wahl Gateway Gallery.

We are indebted to the Trustees of the Wahl Family Charitable Trust for the
funding of the new gallery. The funds were given in recognition of the
community and charitable work done by Henry and Cecilia Wahl. A dedication
ceremony is scheduled for January 2013.

Our thanks are extended to the following for their contributions to Phase I.

Robert Dodd, Board Member, assistance with large county map on gallery
floor.

Pat Fell Barker , BG Hoadley Limestone Company, large limestone on display.
Walter Gray and the Indiana Geological Survey - limestone display core

samples.
ORQURH &RXQW\ 5HWLUHG 7THDFKHUV IRU XVH RI H[FHI

5RRP 6FKRROV °
Joshua Bell, John Mellencamp, Robert Baker, for use of musical excerpts and

photos



