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London After Dark Gala

The February 22 Gala sold out early this year with nearly 300 people in atten-
dance. Guests enjoyed a welcome from Downton Abbey residents, a wine bar,
reception, dinner, and silent auction. The highlight of the evening was an enjoya-
ble visit with a youthful Winston Churchill through the words of Michael Shelden,
author of “The Young Titan.” Guests were able to purchase a signed copy of the
book before its public release date.

The event was held at COOK International Headquarters. We are indebted to
Carl Cook and COOK staff members for all their support, and for putting the
finishing touches on an evening that was as enjoyable as it was informative.

In addition to COOK personnel, we owe thanks to a very generous group of sup-
porters, including individual and silent auction donors. We have done our best to
acknowledge each sponsor and patron on Page 7. Photos of the event are includ-
ed on Page 13.

Funds raised exceeded previous Galas and will be used for Phase II of the Build
History Campaign to install interactive exhibits in the permanent gallery of the
History Center.

Jr. Historian Camp Registration Opens March 18

This year marks the third annual Gayle

. . . a C(‘c
Cook Jr. Historian Camp. The three excit- Ju
ing weeks will mix fun activities with shar- NIOP
ing of knowledge about “The Place we Call

Home” ... Monroe County, Indiana:

June 24-28. Where the Musk-Ox Roansed.
Learn about Indiana’s native past and meet its present-day animal inhabitants.

July 8-12. Painting our Past. Explore Indiana artists and their art.

July 22-26. Musenm Mania. Learn what goes on behind closed doors at the History Cen-
ter.

The camps are open to children 6 to 12 years of age. Every day will include interactive
lessons, crafts, games, activities, journaling, and a field trip to a place that expands up-
on the week’s topic. Call 812.332.2517, ext. 3 and talk with Angi St. Clair, Education
Manager. Please register soon as space is limited.

The Jr. Historian Camp was founded in 2010 in honor of Gayle Cook and the thirty
years of dedication and support she has given the Monroe County History Center.
Since then nearly 100 kids have participated in the program.
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March April

Calendar of Events
All events held at the History Center unless otherwise stated.

¢ 27-Saturday, 2pm: Dr. Monroe

Medicine Show

¢ 7-Thursday, 7pm: Genealogy Group ¢ 5- Friday, 5:30pm: Community

¢ 9 - Saturday, 11am: WFHB presents

Voices Gallery Exhibit opening and

May

Saturday’s Child reception ¢ 9 -Thursday, 4:30pm: Board
¢ 12 - Tuesday, 7pm: Civil War ¢ 9-Tuesday, 7pm: Civil War Meeting

Roundtable Roundtable ¢ 11- Saturday, 11am: Saturday’s
¢ 14 -Thursday, 4:30pm: Monthly ¢ 11 - Thursday, 4pm: Board Meeting Child

Board Meeting with Annual Meeting to immediately ¢ 14 - Tuesday, 7pm: Civil War

¢ 16 - Saturday, 2pm: Bear Naming follow

Ceremony

Child

Roundtable

¢ 13 - Saturday, 11am: Saturday’s

Current & Upcoming Exhibits

Also available at www.monroehistory.org

“Civil Rights in Monroe County”
November 23, 2012 to April 27, 2013

The Civil Rights ‘ MmO,
movements from —— —
the early 1900s to
the late 1980s are
an important part &
of Monroe County |
history. Indiana |
University served B
as a stage for .
students to actively change their society and voice their
rights as African Americans, women, and young adults
making sense of the world around them. The exhibit
follows individuals who had a direct impact on the
community and on campus, and highlights the major
demonstrations happening at the time.

“Monroe County Rocks the Historical

Vote”
October 1, 2012 to March 23, 2013

With 2012 being a presidential
election year, stop by the History
Center to see different voting
booths and they ways Monroe
County used to capture the vote.

“20th Century Colonial Revival
Quilts” ’ -
March 1, 2013 to August 31, - AL QL 4L S <

2013  Hvesliped @ ol

This interesting journey through Y U W

the study of quilts displays con- & & & & & & 4 & &

temporary quilters’ recreations of *
historic designs and offers visi- & &
tors an opportunity to explore the &
quilt-making industry.

Community Voices Gallery: “Indiana

Extension Homemakers Association”
April 5, 2013 to July 31, 2013

Indiana Extension Homemakers Association, founded in
1913, continues to build on its rich heritage by working to
strengthen Indiana homes and families.

It is the mission of the Indiana Extension Homemakers
Association to strengthen families through continuing
education, leadership development, and volunteer com-
munity support.

Opening Reception on Friday, April 5 at 5:30pm
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Thin Brgonrnt St bens reenily sathuriond by the Serrvinry of War snd & be be comamandrd by

friends, belief in abolition or preservation of the union,
or desire to gain financially, might have been mixed to-
gether in different combinations. Two of the five,
Buskirk and Young, paid the highest price. Skirvin was
wounded but returned and made a life for himself and
his family, although his orphaned children were a sad
result of the tragedy of his and Elizabeth’s eatly deaths.
Wortley apparently escaped injury or serious disease,
while nothing is known of Turner’s fate.

The five men documented here represent a small frac-
tion of the bounties paid in Monroe County. Before the
spring of 1864, there was little need for them. However,
later in 1864, there were four calls for more troops, and
the county’s quotas led to higher bounties. The county
authorized a $500 bounty in order to raise its quota of
men.!2 From among the 2,528 Monroe County men who
served, County Commissioners’ records show a total of
172 who earned a bonus.’3 We don’t know how many
paid the commutation fee, purchased a substitute, or
were drafted themselves.!* But we do know that of Indi-
ana’s total of 208,348 soldiers and sailors, only 5.2%
were drafted, 0.25% hired substitutes, and 0.05% paid
the commutation fee. The remaining 94.5% were volun-
teers, many from before the advent of bonuses.!>
Throughout the war, Indiana supplied a high percentage

of its eligible men to the armed forces, nearly all volun-
teers. Because of the high number of volunteers, none
had to be drafted until July 1864.

Notes

1. Thetre was a previous draft, but it was administered individual-
ly by the different states.

2. President Lincoln paid this fee, even though he was not sub-
ject to the draft, presumably to set a good example.

3. W. H. H. Terrell, Indiana in the War of the Rebellion: Report to the
Adjutant General, vol. 1 (Indianapolis: Indiana Historical Bureau,
1960), p. 360; see also Counties of Morgan, Monroe, and Brown, Indi-
ana, ed. Chatles Blanchard (Chicago: Battey, 1884), pp. 427-28.
4. Monroe County Commissioners Record Book H, 1859-65,
pp. 491, 499.

5. Monroe County Deed Book U, p. 589; Book V, pp. 10, 27. 1
can find no listing of other volunteers in this period, although it
has to be assumed that many others volunteered to make up the
county’s quota.

6. “Union Draft in the Civil War,” accessed at:
dbutgin.tripod.com/draft_union.html.

7. There is no other Monroe County record of him with the
middle initial of “I..” The 1860 and 1880 censuses both have
James C. Wotley, as do the 1886 and 1894 1eterans Records: En-
rollments.

8. Blanchard, op. cit., p. 429.

9. Lee Ehman, ““Blue Ike’ Van Buskirk,” Monroe County Historian
(August 2008), p. 7.

10. Bloomington Republican Progress, 12 January 1897.

11. Bloomington Republican Progress, 26 January 1897.

12. Monroe County Commissioners Record Book H, 185965,
pp. 611, 613, 616.

13. This is based on the Monroe County Commissioners Record
Book I, 185965, p. 23, which reports that $81,000 had been
expended for the year that ended

on 21 May 1865, meaning 162 $500 bonuses. I added the five
from the previous year documented above, plus five others who
petitioned the commissioners for bounty payments after the war
in 1866 and 1867 (James P. Fleener, Jacob R. Swisher, Henry
Clay, John Hensley, and Henry Davis.)

14. Blanchard doesn’t tally exact draft numbers, but a rough
estimate from his account is 78 drafted, which is 3.1%. The
2,528 total reported by Blanchard includes reenlistments of vol-
unteers, and therefore is not the total number of men.
Blanchard, op. cit., p. 434.

15. Charles E. Canup, “Conscription and Draft in Indiana Dur-
ing the Civil War,” Indiana Magazine of History, vol. 10 (1914), p.
83.
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Monroe County Volunteer Bounties in the Civil War

By Lee Ehman

During the first two years of the Civil War, there were
more volunteers from Indiana and other states than
could be accepted. But during 1863, after more than two
years of heavy casualties, there was a smaller pool of
volunteers and men were increasingly reluctant to come
forward to fight. In March 1863, Congtress passed the
first national draft law.! Each state had a quota, based
on the total number of men eligible for the draft. Indi-
ana apportioned its quota for each county, which in turn
set a quota by township. In order to attract more volun-
teers, the federal government paid a $300 bonus, or
“bounty,” as an enticement. Some local governments
also offered bounties, sometimes as much as $500, to
avoid having to draft their citizens. Men with enough
money could pay a $300 “commutation fee” to avoid
being drafted.? Also, a draftee could hire a substitute.
The 1863 Conscription Act was widely unpopular and
triggered riots in New York City that were put down by
the army. There was active resistance in many places,
including Monroe County.?

President Lincoln, urgently needing to fill the ranks,
called for another 300,000 men in October 1863 and
increased the call to 700,000 in February 1864. In re-
sponse to the quota of 143 Monroe County citizens, the
Monroe County Commissioners agreed to give each vol-
unteer a $100 bounty.* We have the names of only five
who came forward in early 1864. In addition to earning
the $300 federal bonus, they were paid Monroe County
bounties of $100.5 The $400 total would have been near
the average yearly wage in those times.o It would
amount to $5,500 in today’s currency. The five Monroe
County volunteers receiving the first bounties were
Isaac S. Buskirk, James M. Skirvin, Alonzo Turner,
James L. [C.] Wotley,” and Ira Young. All served in
Company I, Tenth Cavalry (125th) Regiment of Indiana
Volunteers. The Tenth Cavalry, organized in the winter
and spring of 1863—64, moved to Alabama and then
Mississippi, seeing action at Murfreesboro, Nashville,
Pursuit of Hood, and Mobile. The men served provost
duty in Mississippi until they mustered out in August
1865 at Vicksburg. Overall, twenty-one men were killed
in battle, 161 died by disease, 88 deserted, and 47 were
“unaccounted for.”

Isaac S. Buskirk, of Benton Township, served as a cap-
tain and died of disease on 11 July 1864, age 45. He is
buried in Mt. Gilead Cemetery. Earlier, Isaac was an of-
ficer in the Monroe County militia and was major in the
112th Minuteman Regiment when it helped block Moz-
gan’s Raid near New Vernon.® He is not to be confused
with Isaac Shelby Van Buskirk (“Blue Ike”), who also
served in the Mexican War, and who died of wounds
suffered in the Battle of Chancellorsville in May of
1863.°

James M. Skirvin, a private from Benton Twp., enlisted
at age 17 and was discharged on 13 May 1864, of
wounds. His father, James Skirvin, had also volunteered
in 1861. He died that August and is buried in Mt. Gilead
Cemetery. James M. returned to Monroe County and
started farming. He married Elizabeth Alexander in De-
cember 1873; they had eight children. He died of
Bright’s (kidney) disease on 20 January 1897, age 51.
Twelve days before, Elizabeth had died.!® There is no
record of their burial, presumably in a family plot no
longer known. Six of their children, under age 16, were
placed in an orphan’s home.!!

Alonzo Turner is a bit of a mystery. He might have re-
sided elsewhere, but enlisted in Monroe County. The
regimental listing marks him as “unaccounted for,” ra-
ther than having mustered out, died, or deserted. James
Wortley, a private from Bloomington Twp., enlisted at
age 25 and mustered out in August 1865. The 1880 cen-
sus lists James C. Wortley, age 41, with his wife, Sarah,
and two-year-old daughter. The 1894 eterans Records:
Enrollments notes that he was living in Perry Twp. and
suffering from rheumatism. There is no obituary or
cemetery listing for him. Finally, Ira Young, a private,
was working as a carpenter, unmarried, and living in
Bloomington Twp. when he volunteered at age 29. He
died, presumably of sickness, at Nashville on 6 Novem-
ber 1864. There is no record of his burial.

It is impossible to know the motivations that propelled
these five men to volunteer and claim their bonuses.
Patriotism, real or perceived pressure from families or
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Message from

Celobrate the Flace . Cal¥ tome

I hope these words capture something we can all re-
late to. Perhaps they brought a smile to your face? At
the History Center, they have become a rallying point
expressing our pride in what we do.

Celebrating the place you call home is what the Board,
volunteers, and staff of the History Center do continu-
ally. We celebrate the past, live in and witness the pre-
sent, and plan for the future. The corner of East Sixth
and Washington is active with educational programs,
events, and new exhibits.

We want to be the best museum of our size that can be
found. Our benchmarks show that we are well on our
way, with increased numbers and heightened preser-

the Director

-vation standards. However, our work greatly benefits
from others’ suggestions and comments. So please
don’t hesitate to let us know your thoughts.

It is a pleasure for me to be associated with the Histo-
ry Center and the many people who continuously give
their time, talent, and treasure.
If you haven’t joined as a mem-

ber, please consider becoming "
a part of this community asset.

No matter what, we invite you

to come celebrate the place you L-

call home. Thank you. %‘@MN&

Managing Director

New Items in the Library

genealogy@monroehistory.org
Penelope Mathiesen and Elizabeth Schlemmer

Recent Donations

Joyce Poling donated a set of DVDs of interviews conducted in
2012 with local entrepreneurs by students in the Gayle and Bill
Cook Center for Entrepreneurship at Ivy Tech Community
College, Bloomington. Karen Foster donated books and other
genealogy materials from the collection of her late husband,
David Foster, a longtime Monroe County Historical Society
member and library volunteer who was particulatly active on
behalf of the Cemetery Committee.

New Items on the Shelves

* Batchelor, J. A. The Indiana Limestone Industry: An Economic His-
tory of the Indiana Oolitic Limestone Industry. 1944.

* Bloomington city directories for 1964, 1966, 1967, 1969,
1970, 1971, and 1976 (Polk & Co.); and 2001, 2004, 2005, and
2006 (Equifax Publishers). Gift from Barbara Hostetler.

* Bloomington, Indiana Cross Search Reverse Directory. December
2004. Gift from Barbara Hostetler.

* BEsarey, Logan. The Indiana Home, designed and illustrated by
Bruce Rogers. 1953, 1976. Gift from William Jones.

* Higgs, Steven. Oral history interview from 2 July 2012, cap-
tured in an audio file and electronic transcript. (Covers his ca-
reer as a local journalist and founder of

New Items in the Collection

collection@monroehistory.org
Compiled by Rebecca Vaughn

Items recently accessioned into the collection in-
clude:

* Hamilton Watch Co. silver pocket watch

* Woman’s black silk cape, bodice, and skirt (c. 1880s)
* Printed chiffon dress with pleated collar and jacket (c.
1935)

* Pitchfork, sieve, and wire rug beater

* Wylie House Museum Forte Piano

* Images of a threshing machine, Jacob and Loretta Mil-
ler at 321 North Lincoln; a 1921 photograph of mem-
bers of the Grand Army Republic (GAR); a Civil War
discharge letter

* RCA Scrapbooks

For More Genealogy News . ..

The History Center’s Research Library
recently launched its “News from the Library
Online Edition.” If you would like to receive
future issues of this online newsletter, which
provides more content that is specific to
genealogy and local history research, please

send an email with your name and email

the Bloomington Alternative.) CD. | Continued on page 6

address to genealogy@monroehistory.org.
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American Girl Doll Raffle Winner

Seven-year-old Isobel was the lucky winner of the Ameri-
can Girl Doll, Rebecca. She won just in time to take her
new friend home for the holidays. Thanks go out to the

ing and knitting outfits and donating new items for
Rebecca, Joan Caulton for knitting outfits, and Janice

The funds raised through this raffle will be used to pro-
vide scholarships for the Jr. Historian Summer Camp
program. For more information about the 2013 camp
please contact Angi St. Clair at 812-332-2517, ext. 3, or by email at
education@monroehistory.org.

Partenheimer for donating a handmade quilt for Rebecca.

Join us the last Thursday of every month at 10:00 am for hiStory Time.
hiStory Time is a history-themed story time for children ages 3-6.

hiStory Time includes stories, music, crafts, and occasional artifact encounters.

Free with entry to museum.
Museum Admission
Children under 6: Free
Children, 6 — 17: $1.00
Adults: $2.00

Call 332-2517, ext. 3, or email education@monroehistory.org to register.
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May Genealogy Group

On Thursday, May 2, at 7 PM a program will be held at the
Monroe County History Center titled “Celebrating 100 Years of
Extension Homemakers in Monroe County.” This program will
provide a history of the organization at the state and county level
and highlight the late Elma Stephenson, the woman at the fore-
front of the Homemakers in Monroe County. A special exhibit of
artifacts depicting a century of the Homemakers in Monroe
County will be on display at the History Center from early April to
early July, and those in attendance at the program will have an
opportunity to visit the exhibit at the end of the presentation. The
program is free and open to the public.

Indiana Genealogical Society Conference

The Indiana Genealogical Society's annual conference will be
held Saturday, April 27th, in our own backyard at the Monroe
County Public Library in Bloomington, Indiana. D. Joshua
Taylor of the genealogy TV show "Who Do You Think You
Are?" will be the featured speaker.

A pre-conference seminar will be held on Friday, April 26 at the
Lawrence County Museum of History in Bedford, Indiana and
one session will include a first look at "The Montroe County
Timeline" with Elizabeth Schlemmer and Christine Eykholt
Friesel. Registration is $30 for IGS members and $40 for non-
members. For more information, please see:
www.indgensoc.org

History of the Ellettsville Fire Department,

as Told by Deputy Fire Chief Mike Cornman
By Randi Richardson

Michael Cornman, a native of Monroe County and the deputy fire
chief of the Ellettsville Fire Department, is living his dream. At the
age of four, he declared to the world that he wanted to be a fire-
man. From then on, he did everything in his power to pursue that
dream.

In the beginning, it was simply chasing fire trucks with his mother
at the wheel. Later he tracked down fires with a borrowed scanner,
and prepared the preliminary paperwork while those older and
wiser fought fires. At the age of 17, he became an official member
of the fire department.

In the decades since that time, Corman’s life has been neatly con-
sumed with fire activities. When he isn’t on duty at the fire station,
he’s teaching the science of fighting fire to eager students at Ivy
Tech and other places. He’s also a diligent Ellettsville historian
who has compiled a history of the fire department.

On January 3, he generously shared his knowledge of Ellettsville
and the Ellettsville Fire Department with an enthusiastic audience
that had lots of questions. Cornman also brought with him the
earliest recorded minutes kept by the fire department that was es-
tablished in 1888 soon after a devastating fire destroyed much of
Ellettsville in 1886. Those minutes were temporarily left with the
History Center, scanned, and copies are now part of the Center’s
permanent collections.

Do you have yearbooks from local schools?

The Genealogy Library is looking for a number of local yearbooks for the collection. These year-
books are a useful tool for people researching their past. Below is a listing of some of the yearbooks
we are missing; if you have any you can donate please contact Elizabeth Schlemmer at 812-332-
2517, ext. 4, or genealogy@monroehistory.org

BHS Gothic—- 1910-11, 1919, 1975, 1978-79, 1981, 1983 & 1985

University Jordannus— 1965-68, 1970-71

Stinesville Quarrian— 1930-1940, 1942-1945, 1947-1958, 1960 on

Smithville Searchlight— 1938, 1940-1955, 1962-63

IU Arbutus— 1908, 1912, 1921, 1956, 1961, 1972-73, 1979-82, 1984, 1987-88, 1990-91, 1993-94,
1996-2004, 2006-present.

2013 Annual Gala Photos
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If you search for Allens Creek Cemetery, you may be-

come confused because three cemeteries near this small

Polk Township community of Allens Creek go by that
name. There is the Old Allens Creek Cemetery, the
New Allens Creek Cemetery, and the Allens Creek

the three).

Allens Creek Old Cemetery is now almost completely
overgrown by trees and other vegetation on the south
side of Allens Creek Road about 50 yards west of the
intersection of Allens Creek and Roberts roads. Only
one stone, which is separately fenced, is clearly visible
from the road. But a number of mostly toppled or
leaning stones become visible upon entering the
woods. County Cemeteries of Monroe lists 27 burials in the
cemetery. The oldest death date is 1843 and the newest

Allens Creek: A Tale of Three Cemeteries
By Bob Dodd

Fenced stone at Allens Creek Old Cemetery.
Photograph courtesy of Bob Dodd.
cemeteries (Blackwell, Cutright, Fox, Goodman,

Hughes, Mitchell, Shields, and Walcott) and reinterred
here. Many of the burials are unidentified and marked

is 1920. Most of the death dates are from the latter half by simple ground level stones with only a number. But

of the 1800s. Two of the burials are veterans: King A.
Deckard from the Civil War (the fenced burial) and
Stephen Deckard from either the Mexican War or the
Civil War.

Allens Creek New Cemetery is on the west side of
Roberts Road about 100 yards south of its intersection
with Allens Creek Road. It is well maintained, although
some of the older stones are difficult to read due to
lichens on the surface. County Cemeteries of Monroe lists
80 burials, but this does not include several more re-
cent graves. The oldest death date is 1874. The ceme-

tery is still active, with death dates as recent as 2011. At

least six of the burials are indicated as veterans.

The most recent and largest (over 250 burials) of the
three, Allens Creek Cemetery is more properly called
the Polk Township Cemetery, although the sign at the
entrance proclaims it as Allens Creek Cemetery. It
was established at the time of the construction of Lake
Monroe to contain burials from cemeteries covered by
the lake. (See the article by Lee Ehman in the August
2010 issue of the Monroe County Historian for details
about this project.) Remains were removed from eight

many have the original stones, including an elaborately
carved tree stump. Thirteen of the burials are veterans.
In addition to the old burials, the cemetery contains
recent burials and is still active. The cemetery is on the
north side of Allens Creek Road about a mile east of

the other Allens Creek cemeteries.

Allens Creek New Cemetery. Photograph courtesy of Bob
Dodd.
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Collections’ Corner
By Rebecca Vaughn

One of the new items in our collection is a Civil War repro-
duction uniform (Union) donated by Mrs. Frances
McConnell. The accession includes a felt cavalry hat, ker-
chief, shirt, pants, suspenders, gloves, and saber. Mrs.
McConnell’s husband and father-in-law, Wallace and Lloyd
McConnell, were instrumental in founding Company “I”
10th cavalry, 125th Regiment Monroe County volunteer
reenactment society established in 1967.

Mrs. McConnell was also kind enough to donate the organi-

zational records associated with Company “I,” which pro-
vide a great deal of information on the inner workings of the

local chapter as well as the research that the members conducted. Reproduction of a Civil War

Union cavalry hat.

Volunteer Spotlight: Sunny and Samantha

On December 28, 2012 the City of Bloomington
Volunteer Network announced the local students
that received the 2012 President's Volunteer Service

The Gold Award goes to
students 5-14 years old who

Award. The students received a congratulatory cer- complete 100 hours of ser-

tificate and lapel pin from President Barack Obama vice, or 15-18 years old who

as well as a City of Bloomington pin from Mayor complete 250 hours of ser-

Mark Kruzan.

vice.

The President's Volunteer Service Award rewards Sunny and Samantha eatned

. most of their hours while
and encourages young people who contribute to ) .
volunteering as Junior Coun-
cilors for the 2012 Gayle

Cook Junior Historians pro-

meeting the needs of their community through vol-

unteerism. Two Monroe County History Center vol-
unteers, Sunny Aldrich and Samantha Clevenger,
each received the Gold Award. gram.

Sunny Aldrich (left) and
Samantha Clevenger (right)

Volunteer Nominated for City Award

In January 2013, Glenda Murray was nominated for the “Be More Phenomenal” award in the City of Bloomington’s Volunteer Net-
work Be More Awards. The Be More Phenomenal award is giving to volunteers for their service and commitment to an agency’s
board.

During her longtime involvement with the Monroe County History Center Glenda has given her time to the board, long-range plan-
ning committees, and finance committees, and has been a contributor to programming and education.

The Monroe County History Center is sure the Volunteer Network will see the wisdom in bestowing this award on Glenda.
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Remembering Rosemary Miller

Rosemary Miller, age 94, passed away on January 12, 2013. Rosemary, a
longtime community member, was a major influence on the arts and his-
toric preservation in Monroe County.

A memory of Rosemary from one of our longtime board members:
“Following Bloomington Restorations' efforts to save the courthouse, in
1980, Rosemary Miller, Candace Bonus, and I climbed up to the court-
house roof so that I could take photos during the dome repairs. Roofing
% workers were on a scaffold that reached to the top of the dome (from the

* flat roof). Rosemary and Candy immediately climbed the scaffold right
up to the fish—to the roofers' surprise—and I snapped a picture of Rosemary waving. I've always
regretted that I didn't switch places then so that they could take my picture with the fish too. That
day we three also climbed up into the interior of the dome to see and photograph the huge clock
bell, which is in the space between the inner stained-glass dome and the outer copper dome.”

1

New Items in the Research Library, continued

* Hoover, Dwight W., and Jane Rodman. A Pictorial History of Indiana. 1980. Gift from William Jones.

* Interviews conducted at the Gayle and Bill Cook Center for Entrepreneurship at Ivy Tech Bloomington
with Malcolm Abrams, John Bender, Steve Ferguson, Dan Gluesenkamp, Lee Marchant, Bill and Kath-
leen Oliver, John Rose, Jim Silberstein, and Jeremiah Young. DVD set. Gift from Joyce Poling.

* Lazarus, A. L., ed. The Indiana Experience: An Anthology. 1977. Gift from William Jones.

* McDaniel, I’lora C., comp. The History and Genealogy of the Ancestors of John M. Tomey and Catharine M.
Prickett and Their Descendants. 1984. Gift from L’lora C. McDaniel.

* Murphree, David. Allens Creek Cemetery Presentation. 2012. CD. Gift from David Murphree.

* Muster Rolls of the Soldiers of the War of 1812. Adjutant General of North Carolina, 1998. Gift from Karen
Sims Foster.

* Olds, Fred A. An Abstract of North Carolina Wills: 1760—1800. 1994. Gift from Karen Sims Foster.

* Richey, Derek, and Jennifer Sommer-Richey. Bloomington Then and Now: A Bloomington Fading Project. 2012.
Gift from Derek and Jen Richey.

* Roster of Ohio Soldiers in the War of 1812. Adjutant General of Ohio, 1968. Gift from Karen Sims Foster.
* Schooling, Terry, comp. First Bethel Baptist Church of Indiana. 1997. Gift from Karen Sims Foster.
* Sprague, Stuart Seely. Kentuckians in Ohio and Indiana. 1986. Gift from Karen Sims Foster.

* Uniform Regulations for the Army of the United States, 1861. Smithsonian Institution, 1862, 1961. Gift from
Frances McConnell in memory of Lloyd and Wallace McConnell.

Continued from page 3
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Spring rains sometimes flooded the area. Salt Creek
would flood and back up into Allens Creek, isolating the
area from the outside world. Huldy Ross acted as a mid-
wife during the spring floods. In payment for her ser-
vices local residents would have a pitch-in dinner and
cut wood to last her for the year. Doctors serving the
town lived in Smithville (Luzzadder, Kentland). The
people worked together to build barns and replace
burned houses. People also butchered meat and shared
(on the honor system).

Cemeteries

An unusual part of the history of Allens Creek is its
three cemeteries: Old Allens Creek Cemetery, New Al-
lens Creek Cemetery, and the Allens Creek Cemetery.
For more information, see my article, “Allens Creek: A
Tale of Three Cemeteries,” on page 11 of this issue.

Selected Names of Allens Creek Residents*
Blackwell, William T. — 1886

Cazee, John W. (Rev.) — 1886 (store owner)

Conner, Alexander — father of Lewis (?) died in 1877
Conner, Lewis — Store owner in 1901

Conner, Mary — wife of Alexander died in 1915
Deckard, Herbert — 1929 (other Deckards as well)

Eads, J. — the reporter for community news in 1887.
Also Justice of the Peace in 1887

Eads, Oscar — 1930 (also other Eads)

Gilstrap, E. C. — 1886

Gotwalls, Mattie — 1914

Meadows, David — 1929 (other Meadows as well)
Quillion, Joseph — 1886

Smith, Edith — 1930 (other Smiths as well)

Selected Property Owners in Allens Creek area**
Allen, John R. — 1856 Allen, Joseph — 1856
Allen, Thomas — 1856 Barton, Joseph — 1856

Cazee, John — 1858 Conner, Lewis — 1920
Eads, Elmer — 1920 Eads, Oscar — 1932

Frey, Marshall — 1932 Grubb, John — 1932
Hamilton, E. S. — 1920 Miller, William D. — 1932
Patton, Jim — 1932 Patton, Laura — 1932
Pope, Simon — 1920  Reed, J. G. — 1920

Reed, James — 1858 Sciscoe, John P. — 1920
Stepp, Joshua — 1858 Stewart, David — 1920

Stone carved as a

| tree stump at Polk

# Township Cemetery
» (also known as

- Allens Creek

Cemetery).

Photograph courtesy

of Bob Dodd.

* These are names frequently or prominently mentioned
in newspaper clippings and other sources (dates refer to
the sources). Several members of some families appear
frequently.

** Property owners include names from the 1856, 1920,
and 1932 plat maps of the area. All owned many acres
of property. The earliest property owners’ names in part
came from deed records. The eatrliest records of proper-
ty transfers in the area are about 1853. Dates of original
purchase of the land from the government are not
shown.

Note: A longer version of this article and future articles
in the community history series will appear in the
library’s electronic newsletter. To subscribe, please send
an email to mchclibrary(@gmail.com and provide your
name and email address.
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Allens Creek is one of the “larger” communities in
Polk Township. The town is shown on maps from
1878 to 1957. Part of the community was inundated
when Lake Monroe was formed in 1960, leading to its
final demise. A portion of what must have been the
community still exists in the form of two cemeteries
and nearby pre-1960 houses.

The community clippings file in the History Center’s
Research Library includes entries from 1886 to 1930.
The earliest clippings are among the oldest in our files.
The community had a post office from 1874 until
1921. The clippings file indicates that in 1886 there
was an Allens Creek Church. There is also mention of
the Christian Union Church. There was a spoke factory
in the area “taking what few scattering white oak trees
that are in the county.” Farming was probably the main
source of income for community inhabitants. Clippings
mention wheat and corn as crops as well as pigs. 1886
clippings mention a store in the town. An 1887 clip-
ping indicates that there was a sawmill in the communi-
ty. 1914 clippings also mention a store and a barber-
shop. Clippings from 1930 refer to Allens Creek
Church. Later clippings are not very informative about
community history, usually only mentioning social ac-
tivities of the inhabitants.

Goodspeed’s “History of Monroe County” (in Counties
of Morgan, Monroe, and Brown, ed. Blanchard) lists Joseph
Stipp, Joshua Stepp, and John Sipes as early settlers in
the area. Goodspeed writes that John Allen and Thom-
as Allen were members of the Pleasant Valley Church
(Methodist). The location of this church is not clear,
but the names suggest that it may have been at or near
the community. Property records show that John R.
Allen, Thomas Allen, and Joseph Allen all owned prop-
erty in the area in 1856. The name of the creek that
flows through the area and the name of the town may
have come from one or more of these Allens.

History of the Town of Allens Creek
By Bob Dodd

School

Allens Creek School is included in the book Echoes from
One-Rooms Schools. The book includes detailed and in-
formative recollections from Agnes Blackwell about
her time in the school. The school was established in
1875 with land donated by Robert Cazee. The book
includes a photograph of the school taken in 1900. The
school, which served all elementary grades, was used
for other purposes as well. Church and Sunday school
classes were held there, and it was used as a meeting
place for political speeches. There was no high school
within easy traveling distance, so children who wanted
to go beyond the eighth grade had to board or live with
relatives near a school. The date of closure of Allens
Creek School is not indicated in the book.

Fred Sciscoe’s Recollections (from Family Herit-
age 1987)

The book Family Heritage 1987 includes an interview
with Fred Sciscoe, who lived in the community in the
late 1800s and early 1900s. Unfortunately exact dates
are not shown. Fred was the son of John Perry Sciscoe,
who owned much of the property in the Allens Creek
area. In addition to being a farmer, John was a teacher
and held an unspecified political office in Polk Town-
ship.

Both Fred and his brother Ora were barbers who oper-
ated the barber shop in Allens Creek. An earlier barber
was Dave Eads. The barber business came to an end
with the outbreak of WW I when Fred joined the mili-
tary. Fred mentions that his brother rode his horse to
Smithville to get the mail for the Allens Creek post of-
fice. The post office was in a general store owned by
Lewis Conner. A blacksmith shop was run by Lewis
Eads. There were other blacksmiths in the area as well
(Walter Eads and Joe Palmer). There was also a grist-
mill and sawmill on land owned by John Perry Sciscoe.
Farm products in the area included wheat and hay as
well as pigs.
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Event Sponsors:

~COOK

~Markey’s

~ Taft, Stettinuis & Hollister
~ BMO Private Bank

~ Classic Catering

Patrons:
~ Dr. & Mrs. John Poling

~ Smithville Communications

Table Sponsors:

~ CFC

~ Seward-McLay

~ BEDC

~ Old National Bank

~ Ivy Tech

~ Cassady Electric Contractors
~ Commercial Services

~ First Insurance Group

~ Indiana State University
~ EnviroClean

~ Kevin Leffel

~ Dr. Jean Creek

Friends:

~ David & Susan Jones

~ Fleurette Benckart

~ Lee & Annie Marchant

~ Sonja Johnson

~ Ellen Riester

~ Lee Ehman & Barbara Wilcox
~ Bill & Jackie Gilkey

~ Dick & Carol Darling

~ Patricia Powell

~ Peter & Debra Kloosterman

Silent Auction:

~ Wine & Canvas, Bloomington
~ Nick’s English Hut

~ Buskirk-Chumley Theater

~ Exotic Feline Rescue Center
~ Bloomington Playwrights

~ Cardinal Stage

~ Mia & Maxx

~ Lee R. Schmid, Inc.

~ That’s The Rub Massage Parlor
~ Grant Street Inn

~ Perfect North Slopes

~ Relish

~ Global Gifts: A Fair Trade Store
~ Scenic View Restaurant

~ Twisted Limb Paperworks

~ Learning Treasures

~ The Children’s Museum

~ Harley Davidson Store

~ Kip May Photography

~ Nancy Hiller

~ Pets Alive

~ Top Dog Pet Retreat

~ Delilah’s Pet Shop

~ O’ Child Children’s Boutique
~ Linda Stafford

~ Jeanne Speakman

~ Diane Ballard

~ Holiday World

~ T.L.S. College Bookstore

Gala Sponsors, Patrons, Friends and Donors

~ Bloomington Golf Club

~ Mary Kay Consultant Ruth
Robinson

~ Spaah!

~ Marsh Symphony on the Prairie
~ Indiana Landmarks

~ The Comedy Attic

~CVB

~ Finch’s Brasserie

~ Ellen Boreff

~ Optiks

~ Department of Intercollegiate
Athletics and Adidas at IU

~ Lil Bub

~ Textillery Weavers

~ Halvorson Stoneware

~ Uptown Café

~ COOK

~ Janice Partenheimer

~ Trojan Horse

~ Ryder Film Series

~ Malibu Grill

~ IU Auditorium

~ The Family of Rosemary Miller
~ Joie De Vivre Medical

~ Indiana Historical Society

~ Indianapolis Symphony
Orchestra

~ Jennifer Mujezinovic

A special thank you to all of
the Wall of Wine donors!
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Joseph “Joe” E. Crouch was born to Lloyd and Mayme
Alice (Belcher) Crouch in Indianapolis on 14 May
1914. Soon after his birth, his parents went their sepa-
rate ways.

Mayme, with her young son in tow, returned to Bloom-
ington, the place of her birth, and moved in with her
parents, Joseph and Minnie (Alexander) Belcher at
1001 E. Eleventh Street. It was there that the census
enumerator found her in 1920. She was working as a
milliner, a trade she learned from Mrs. Bill Cody, the
wife of Buffalo Bill, and her husband was reportedly
dead.!

Joe was enrolled in school and ultimately graduated
from Bloomington High School in 1933. One of his
classmates was Thelma G. Vonderschmitt, the only
child of Harry P. and Nova Vonderschmitt who owned
the Indiana Theatre, now the Buskirk-Chumley. Joe
and Thelma were within days of the same age and
shared many of the same classes. They also spent time
together at the theatre, because Joe worked there as an
usher until he left home in search of employment.

At the time of his graduation, the country was still in
the throes of a depression. Jobs were hard to come by.
Joe struggled to support himself by working in various
cities selling various products door to door. During the
course of his travels, he wrote home frequently to his
mother. It was clear from his letters that he was dissat-
isfied with the work and disappointed with its lack of
financial reward. This prompted his return to Bloom-
ington and enrollment at Indiana University.

By then Thelma had married Robert C. Smith, the son
of a prominent Bloomington physician, given birth to a
daughter, Barbara Lee, divorced, dropped out of the
university after completing a year of classes, and was
living once more in the home of her parents.? She was
happy to see Joe upon his return. They picked up their
friendship where they had left off.

The Legacy of Joseph E. Crouch, a Bloomington Entrepreneur
By Randi Richardson

In 1939, Joe graduated from
IU with a degree in business
administration. Parts of the
wotld were already at war,
and it seemed likely that the
United States would soon be
involved. As the rumblings
of war became louder, Joe
enlisted as a private in the
Army Air Corps on 2 January
1942. Unbeknown to him,
that same year, his father
registered for the draft as
he was legally required to
do, but did not serve.3

Joseph Edward Crouch,
Senior Class photograph in
the IU Arbutus, 1939. From
History Center collection.

The
@ i ‘
—_""%nrtfnou. Wis.

(7

Letter postmarked 9 September 1939. From the Crouch col-
lection of letters at the Monroe County History Center.
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The military agreed with Joe. He rose quickly through
the ranks. After returning from ten months’ duty in the
North Africa theatre of war, Lt. Crouch took officet’s
training in Florida and received his commission as sec-
ond lieutenant in 1943. On 18 June 1944, he took time
from his busy schedule to marry Thelma in a quiet wed-
ding at the home of her parents. Barbara Lee was the
ring bearer. Late that afternoon the newlyweds left for
Florida, where they would make their home for the next
few years in order that Joe might fulfill his commitment
to Uncle Sam.

Eventually, Joe was commissioned a captain. As Ameri-
ca’s victory over her enemies neared, he was mustered
out and his thoughts returned to home and family. By
1948 the couple lived in downtown Bloomington at 120
E. Eighth Street. Joe owned the Half-Hour Laundry at
417 E. Kirkwood and would eventually own a number
of other properties as well.

Thelma’s father died in 1955. For a long time afterward,
her mother continued to own the Indiana and Von Lee
theatres.* However, by the time of Nova’s death in 1974
at the age of 80, Joe owned both theatres, and he even-
tually sold them to the Kerasotes chain.

On 7 December 1993, while living at 1220 E. Hunter
Street where she had resided with Joe for nearly 40
years, Thelma died. She was buried in Rose Hill Ceme-
tery. Afterward Joe moved to Florida. It was there that
he died on 25 June 2002, at the age of 88. At the time of
his death, he was identified as a pioneer and developer
in the evolution of Bloomington’s coin-operated laun-
dries. His remains were returned to Bloomington for
burial, and he was laid to rest beside Thelma.

Although he is gone, Joe will never be entirely forgot-
ten. He is survived by an oral history recorded in 1998
and archived at the Indiana University Center for the
Study of History and Memory. Additionally, a great
many of those letters he wrote to his mother, perhaps
100 or more, survive as well. They are available at the
Monroe County History Center in Bloomington.>

417 E. Kirkwood Avy.
Your Entire Laundry .
Woashed — Rinsed — Damp Dried
Automatically in Only
HALF AN HOUR . ..
Complete DRYING Facilities
Soap, Bleach and Bluing
Available at Nominal
Charge

There Is a Difference
. For Appointment or Detuils

Telephone 5146

Laundromat Half Hour Laundry

This ad appeared in the 1948 Bloomington telephone directo-
ry. From the collection of the Monroe County History Centet.

Notes

1. Records indicate that Joe maintained little or no contact with his

father or the paternal side of his family. Crouch researchers specu-

late that Lloyd Crouch died in 1920, but his 1942 WWII draft regis-
tration indicates that he could not have died before that time.

2. Barbara married Bill Franzmann in Monroe County on 20 No-
vember 1955. She was granted a divorce from him in January 1959
and married her second husband, Bill Van Hoy, the following
month. She died in Canada in 1973.

3. According to a digital image of the draft registration available
online, in 1942 Lloyd Crouch, age 60, lived with his brother, Web-
ber, in Indianapolis at 448 S. Meridian Street. He reportedly was
born in Brown County, Indiana, on 5 August 1881.

4. The Von Lee opened in 1949. The name of the theatre was creat-
ed by the Vonderschmitts using the first syllable of their own name
and the middle name of their granddaughter, Barbara Lee.

5. Much of the material used to compile the above article has been
fully transcribed and is available online at the INMONROE
Rootsweb archive. Search for the keywords “Joseph E. Crouch.”
Some hard copies are available in the Crouch family file at the
Monroe County History Center.



