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Registration is now open for the
4th year of our fun-filled, adventure-packed day camp, the Gayle
Cook Junior Historian Program!

History Center
202 East Sixth Street
Do you want to make history? If so, call 812-332-2517 ext. 3 to find out more about
volunteering in one of the many departments at the History Center.

Annual Membership
Meeting
Thursday, April 10 - 4:30PM
Please mark your calendar to
attend the 2014 Annual Membership Meeting. Your interest, support and participation
provides the excellence needed for our continued success.
*Year in Review
*Election of Board Members
and Officers
*Annual Budget Review
*To see the listing of proposed officers and board
members please visit:
www.monroehistory.org*

Cover painting by Dorothy Bain, courtesy
of the Arthur Clark Estate, from the
MCHC Collection

Membership Form

Method of Payment
□ Visa □ MasterCard □ Check

Annual Membership Levels
□ Student/Teacher
□ Basic
□ Family
□ Sustaining
□ Patron

$20
$35
$60
$100
$500

Corporate - Service Organizations
□ Exhibit Supporter
$100
□ Gallery Benefactor
$250
□ History Patron
$500
□ Monroe County History Maker $1000

___________________________________
Credit Card #
___________________________________
Expiration Date
CVV Number

Send to:
Monroe County History Center
202 East Sixth Street
Bloomington, IN 47408

812-332-2517
www.monroehistory.org

Hours
Tuesday — Saturday
10am — 4pm

Museum Admission
Adult — $2
Child (6(6-17 yrs.) — $1
5 yrs. & Under — Free

___________________________________
Signature
___________________________________
Print Name

Check if you are interested in:
□ Volunteering
□ Genealogy
□ Civil War History
□ Planned Giving

Bloomington, IN 47408

___________________________________
___________________________________
Address

Members — Free

Issue Highlights
2 - Events Calendar
3 - Message from the President
4 - Family Treasures
5 - Garage Sale Update
6 - Lincoln Funeral Train
7 - Collections’ Corner
8-11 - Library Articles

___________________________________
Phone
___________________________________
E-mail

Historian Staff

Editor: Nicole Bieganski
Copy: Nicole Bieganski, Hillary
Detty, Jenny Mack, Rebecca
Vaughn & Martha Wainscott

Session Details

There are three ways to sign up:
1. Visit
monroehistory.org/text-only.php
2. Call 812-332-2517, ext. 0
3. Email
education@monroehistory.org

Session 1, June 9-June 13, Indiana Sings: Indiana’s Music History
Session 2, June 23-June 27, Gross History: The Yuck Factor
Session 3, July 7-July 11, Who Are We? Searching for Our Roots
All sessions run from 9am-3pm daily, but campers also may sign up
for extended day until 4pm. Each session features a field trip related
to the week’s topic (cost included in registration fee). Discounts are
given to families with more
than one child attending,
families that sign up for
more than one session, and
for History Center members. Call today or visit our
website for more information. Space is limited
each week.

Volunteer Appreciation Ceremony
Please join us as we celebrate and honor our “FAN-tastic” volunteers who
give their time so generously to the History Center. To make the annual
awards ceremony more convenient for our volunteers, this year’s celebration will be a springtime lunch, rather than a December dinner. The
event is scheduled for Monday, April 7th, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at
the History Center.
A buffet lunch will begin at noon and will be followed by the presentation
of a Special Recognition Award, the Research Library Volunteer of the
Year Award, and the Gayle Cook Volunteer of the Year award (two recipients).
If you plan to attend, please RSVP to Martha Wainscott at
812-332-2517, ext. 3 or education@monroehistory.org by April 2nd.
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Calendar of Events
All events held at the History Center unless otherwise stated.

April








May

4th, 5pm-7pm, “Living in Color” exhibit opening
7th, 11:30am-1:30pm, Volunteer Appreciation
Lunch, see newsletter cover for more information
8th, 7pm, Civil War Roundtable
10th, 4:30pm, Annual Membership Meeting
12th, 11am, WFHB presents Saturday’s Child
28th, 5pm, Avi Katz “Living in Color” exhibit talk







1st, 7pm, Genealogy Group: Lee Ehman, presenter
3rd, 2pm-4:30pm, Preservation Week Event, see
page 4 for more information
8th, 4:30pm, Board Meeting
10th, 11am, WFHB presents Saturday’s Child
13th, 7pm, Civil War Roundtable

Monroe County
(Indiana) Tax Duplicates, 1855, entry for
Francis Burgoon showing ownership of property in Polk Township,
Sections 9 and 10.

June


1st, 12pm-4pm, Hot Rods and Antique Car
Show, see page 5 for more information

Current & Upcoming Exhibits
Also available at www.monroehistory.org

“Cracking the Code: Quilt
Pattern Meanings” March 6,
2014 to August 1, 2014
In the past, many thought that some quilts
made during the mid- to late-19th century
were created to aid travelers on the
Underground Railroad. However, research has found no
evidence to support this theory of quilt patterns as tools of
communication in the mid-1860s. This exhibit will
examine different quilt patterns and their purported
meanings.

“The Life and Times of Local Author,
Ross Lockridge” March 4, 2014 to May 31, 2014
Ross Lockridge, Jr. was born in Bloomington in 1914. A
graduate of Bloomington High School and Indiana University, he aspired to write the next Great American Novel. He began writing Raintree County in the mid-1940s,
and the 1,060-page novel was published in
1948. The book explores 19th-century Midwestern history, folklore, and landscape,
and is set on a single day, July 4, 1892. This
exhibit explores Lockridge’s life before and
after writing Raintree County, including
information about the Midwestern iconography that inspired his book.

"Living in Color, by
Avi Katz" April 1, 2014 to
September 7, 2014 Local artist,
Avi Katz, has taken historic photos and turned them into colorized, painted masterpieces.

"Auto Indiana" traveling exhibit on loan from the
IN Historical Society, May 9, 2014 to December 31,
2014 From Elwood Haynes's early machine to today's
numerous parts manufacturers, this exhibition examines
the role of the automobile in the
Hoosier State. Indiana was one of
the leaders in automobile
production until the 1930s when
Detroit emerged as the nation's
technological and industrial
giant.

Community Voices Gallery: "Monroe
County United Ministries" April 4, 2014 to
July 31, 2014 Monroe County United Ministries is a nurturing organization serving working families and those in
distress by assisting them with emergency needs and subsidized childcare. We provide quality education and a safe
place for children, basic needs assistance for the poor and
community service opportunities.

The Louden Title Company tract books constitute another
source for researching early Monroe County land purchases.
In these volumes, I found listings for Francis Burgoon’s purchases of land in Sections 9 and 10 of Polk Township in
1856.7 The listings were cross-referenced to Monroe County
deed book entries, which state that for each purchase,
“Francis Burgoon of Hamilton County Ohio has deposited a
Certificate of the Register of the Land Office at Jeffersonville
whereby it appears that full payment has been made….” The
land was in a district “formerly for sale at Jeffersonville now
Indianapolis.”8
The land office at Jeffersonville, Indiana, closed in 1855. Its
functions were transferred to the Indianapolis land office,
which closed in 1876, and then to the General Land Office in
Washington, D.C.9 The U.S. Department of Interior Bureau
of Land Management maintains an online site for searching
General Land Office Records, where I found images of the
land patents that Francis Burgoon obtained in 1856.10
The deed books and land patents confirmed when Francis
Burgoon bought land in Monroe County. They helped fill a
gap in his whereabouts between the 1850 and 1870 censuses
by placing him in Hamilton County, Ohio, in 1856. The deed
books, however, contained a surprise. Although the land in
Polk Township was “given and granted” to Francis Burgoon
on 1 September 1856, the sale wasn’t recorded in Monroe
County until 18 March 1887!11

Why did Francis Burgoon wait so long to record his purchase? There was no question of his ownership, but it was
necessary to record it in Monroe County before he could sell
the land. In 1887, he was 60 years of age and may have
thought it was time to get his affairs in order. Less than two
years later, he sold part of Section 10 in Polk Township to the
church trustees.
Notes
1. Monroe County Deed Book 22 (March 1889–October 1890), p. 1. My
research resulted in two articles: “Polk Township History: Burgoon
Church,” Monroe County Historian (October 2007), pp. 9–10; and “Burgoon
Church and the Burgoon Family in Monroe County, Indiana,” Indiana Genealogist (December 2010), pp. 168–79.
2. Patricia Burgoon Wiggins, The Burgoon Family in America (Palm Bay, FL:
n.p., 1988), p. R3.
3. 1850 U.S. Census, Hancock County, Ohio, accessed at Ancestry.com on
1 May 2010.
4. “Death of Francis Burgoon” (Bloomington Telephone, 29 June 1897); and
“Death of Francis Burgoon” (Bloomington Courier, 29 June 1897).
5. 1856 Atlas of Monroe County (Bloomington, IN: Monroe County Historical
Society, 1975), p. 30.
6. Monroe County (Indiana) Tax Duplicates, reel 8, 1855–1856, Polk
Township, p. 313.
7. Louden’s Abstract Title, R1, p. 234, line 63.
8. Monroe County Deed Book 18 (March 1886–September 1887), pp. 246–
47.
9. John D. Barnhart and Donald F. Carmony, Indiana: From Frontier to Industrial Commonwealth, vol. 1 (New York: Lewis Historical Publishing Co.,
1954), pp. 161, 227–28.
10. To access the General Land Office Records, go to: glorecords.blm.gov
and select “Search Documents.”
11. Deed Book 18, pp. 246–47.
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Message from the President
When Did Francis Burgoon Buy Land in Monroe County?
By Penelope Mathiesen
A few years ago, while doing research on Burgoon Church, I learned that Francis and Anna Burgoon had sold land in Polk
Township, Section 10 (the northwest quarter of the southwest quarter) to church trustees on 8 January 1889.1 I became curious to know when Francis Burgoon bought the land. The Research Library’s land records—and the indexes created by dedicated volunteers—proved invaluable in my search.
Francis Burgoon was born in Perry County, Ohio, in 1827.2 The 1850 census places him in Hancock County, Ohio (age 23),3
but he doesn’t appear in the 1860 census. Francis is said to have settled in either Tennessee or Mississippi; he married Anna
Keene in 1862, and they moved to a farm in Polk Township, Monroe County, Indiana, in 1865.4

Dear History Center Friends,
It’s difficult for me to believe that this is my final message as Chair of the Board of the Monroe County History
Center. It has been such a privilege to work with the distinguished members of our Board, all of our wonderful
volunteers, and our outstanding staff!
This spring will bring many changes to the Monroe County History Center, and I am excited that David Vanderstel
has joined us as our new Executive Director. I would like to thank Linda Williamson for all her work with the organization over the last several months. She kept me and the staff on the right track through our transitions.
In addition, we will elect new members to our Board of Directors and new Officers at the Annual
Membership Meeting on April 10, 2014.
The Center will be opening several new exhibits, and I hope everyone will come to see the amazing
work of Avi Katz in “Living in Color - Colorized Photos of Historical Bloomington,” on exhibit
April 4th – September 27th.
Again, I want to extend my gratitude for the opportunity to serve as Chair these past two years, and I
look forward to the exciting events in the coming year.

Welcome David
The Monroe County History Center is pleased to welcome David G. Vanderstel as its
new Executive Director. David has over twenty-five years of leadership experience
in not-for-profits and higher education. He is the owner of David G. Vanderstel &
Associates (a historical research consulting group) and is an adjunct Assistant Professor of History in the Department of History at Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis where he has taught for over twenty-five years.
David’s previous experience includes work with Martin University, Sagamore Institute for Policy Research, the National Council on Public History (where he served as
Executive Director), The Polis Center, and Conner Prairie Interactive History Park.
Detail from 1856 plat map of Polk Township, showing property owned by “Francis Burgeon” in Sections 9 and 10.

Francis Burgoon first appears in the Monroe County census in 1870, but land records indicate that he acquired property here
much earlier. The map of Polk Township in the 1856 Atlas of Monroe County shows “Francis Buergeon” on portions of Sections 9 and 10.5 This is confirmed by the 1855 Monroe County Tax Duplicates, which list him as the owner of 320 acres in
Polk Township, Sections 9 and 10.6 In both sources, Francis’s property includes the northwest quarter of the southwest quarter of Section 10, where the land he later sold to the church was located. Based on this information, I expected to find a record of his purchase in the Monroe County deed books, but to my surprise, no such property transfer was recorded for him
during the 1850s.

David is active in community service and is currently serving on the Meridian Street
Preservation Commission and as Marion County Historian.
He received his Master’s Degree and Ph.D. in 19th-century
United States History from Kent State University. He has a
Bachelor’s Degree from Calvin College.
David began work at the History Center on March 24, 2014.
Contact him by email, director@monroehistory.org, or by
phone: 812-332-2517, ext. 1.
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Pass It On - Caring for Your Family Treasures
Join us at the Monroe County History Center for an afternoon recognizing “Preservation Week” on
Saturday, May 3 from 2-4:30 p.m. in the Monroe County History Center’s Education Room.
*Please RSVP as noted below.*
Conservators and curators from Indiana University libraries and museums will be on hand to share
their knowledge and guidance about best practices in preserving personal and family collections.
The program will consist of an opening talk covering basic concepts of preservation, followed by free
one-on-one consultations with professionals. Members of the public are invited to bring in their
family treasures, including documents, photographs, books, textiles, and objects for a free consultation on how best to preserve them. Information on how to locate a conservator and where to purchase storage supplies also will be available.

About Preservation Week

The American Library Association created Preservation Week in 2010 to raise awareness about the
importance of taking positive steps to ensure that cultural materials--both in institutions and in personal and family collections--are preserved for the future. Preservation Week also highlights the role
that libraries and other cultural institutions play in preserving our collective heritage.
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The ore was about 20% iron,2 and came from siliceous ores,
in sandstone and shale, of Pennsylvanian age. Ross’s deposit
was in beds 15 to 20 feet thick, and covered several acres.3
Charcoal was used to heat the ore and a limestone flux to a
molten state, when the metal could be poured into molds.
Ross paid farmers to haul the ore about a half-mile to the
furnace; some ore also came from Greene County. He also
had to pay for the charcoal, hardwood baked in ovens. It is
estimated that to manufacture a ton of iron, three tons of ore
and 400 bushels of charcoal were required. A cord of wood
produced 25 bushels of charcoal. Various estimates of the
furnace’s output put it at between one and three tons a day,
so the amounts of ore hauling and charcoal making were substantial.
The furnace itself was built on a low mound on the edge of
the floodplain along a small tributary of Indian Creek, and
was between 20 and 25 feet high and roughly round in
shape.4 An 1869 geologist described the abandoned furnace
as “…poorly constructed, and the only wonder was that it
made any iron at all.”5

*Limited space is available for this event. Please RSVP, noting your name and the number of people
in your party, to Operations Manager, Hillary Detty, admin@monroehistory.org.*

ever, because there were few roads and neither railroad nor
waterways, the cost of hauling the pig iron by wagon was also
nearly $20/ton, so little profit could have been realized.
In April 1840, Ross advertised for casting orders:
“…Hollow Wares, Grist and Saw Mill Machinery, Cooking
and Fire Stoves, [plow] Mould Boards, including any other
article in the casting line; having patern [sic] makers and
moulders of the first order. Price four cents per lb. on all
pieces over twenty pounds, that and under will be added ten
cents on each piece for mouldage.”7
Other products mentioned were kettles, spiders, and hoes.
Some accounts mention that Austin Seward used their iron in
his foundry, particularly for the newly demanded plough
mold-boards, but this was when the furnace’s production was
nearing an end.
Ross fell into financial troubles soon after beginning operations. Even though he was Monroe County’s highest taxpayer
in 1841–42, he defaulted on a loan from the state’s funds,
and declared bankruptcy in 1841, deeding his land and business to his son. The company ceased operations in 1844.
Reasons for its closure, aside from the financial difficulties,
included the poor but expensive transportation of its products, and the possible damage to the furnace by unsupervised
workers who allowed it to cool down while Ross was away
on a business trip.8
Randolph Ross is listed (with a mark in the age bracket “50–
60”), together with another male (“40–50”), presumably his
son, in the 1840 Monroe County census, but not in 1850. No
further census record exists of either man’s whereabouts. The
ruins of the furnace, the only trace of Randolph Ross’s early
industry, are still visible.
Notes

Ruins of the Virginia Furnace. From William J. Wayne, “Old
Time Ironworks,” Outdoor Indiana 32/7 (May 1967), p. 8.

In addition to the men he brought from Virginia, Ross advertised in 1840 for extra workers:
“TO LABOURERS:
Twenty additional hands will find employment for the balance of this year at the Virginia Furnace in Monroe County
State of Indiana, at which place apply for terms &c. Men with
families are preferred.”6
The furnace products included pig iron for shipment to New
Albany and Louisville, where it fetched about $20/ton. How-

1.Jon Cummings et al., Letter of intent, addressed to the Indiana Department of Natural Resources, to apply for cultural landscape and rural historic district status for the
community of Maryland Ridge, 31 October 2002.
2.Charles Blanchard, ed., Counties of Morgan, Monroe and Brown, Indiana: Historical
and Biographical (Chicago: F. A. Battey, 1884), p. 515.
3.E. T. Cox, Indiana Geological Survey Annual Report (1869), p. 90.
4.William J. Wayne, Native Indiana Iron Ores and 19th Century Ironworks, State of
Indiana Department of Natural Resources Geological Survey Bulletin 42-E
(Bloomington, IN: Geological Survey, 1970), p. 13.
5.Cox, IGS Annual Report, p. 90.
6.Bloomington Post, 6 March 1840, p. 3.
7.Bloomington Post, 11 September 1840, p. 3.
8.Wayne, Native Indiana Iron Ores, p. 13.
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GARAGE SALE EXTRAVAGANZA
News and New Items from the Library
genealogy@monroehistory.org

The Virginia Furnace in Indian Creek
Township, 1839-1844
By Lee Ehman

Compiled by Nicole Bieganski and Penelope Mathiesen

Library news:
The Research Library has received grant funding in the
amount of $500.00 from the Indiana Genealogical Society that will help fund an oral history intern during the
2014–2015 fiscal year.
A copy of the Monroe County Jail Register Index, prepared
by Randi Richardson, is now available in the Research
Library. The index covers the entries in the original
Monroe County Jail Register that is held by the library.

Early in Monroe County’s history a short-lived manufacturing
enterprise sprung up in Indian Creek Township. Iron ore
deposits were found and a Virginia man, Randolph Ross,
with his son Randolph Jr., bought the ore site and other land
in Section 7. There they erected a smelting furnace, often
referred to as the “Virginia Furnace,” probably because of its
similarity to others the Rosses had worked on in their native
state. The two were likely descendants of David Ross, a Declaration of Independence signer and Virginia iron producer
during the Revolutionary War and the War of 1812.

The History Center is seeking and accepting donations for its annual
garage sale extravaganza, taking place June 13-14. We accept almost
everything—exceptions include: clothing, outdated computers or
TVs, mattresses, and non-working appliances. We already have a
car!
Last year our sale made over $70,000, an important contribution to
our operating expenses and programs. Items can be brought to the
History Center Tuesday-Saturday, 10am-4pm. Arrangements can be
made to meet donors at the sale site, and pick-up for large items can
be arranged in some cases. For more information, call 812-332-2517,
ext. 2.

Attention Car Enthusiasts!

You can now “like” the library on Facebook to keep up
Ross came to the county in 1839, together with 20 or so Virwith the latest news and photos from the Research Liginia men experienced in iron smelting. They settled in the
brary. Log into your Facebook account and search for
new Maryland Ridge community, which consisted of aboli“Monroe County History Center Research Library.”

Do you own a classic car or belong to a car club? The History Center is organizing a car show, and we want
you! The show will coincide with an exhibit about all forms of local transportation. If you have items related to
the Monon, Dixie Highway, dealerships, or stories about local transportation, we would love to know. To
share your memorabilia and for more information about the car show, please contact Jenny Mack at 812-3322517, ext. 5, or email exhibitdesign@monroehistory.org.

Upcoming programs:

Join us on Sunday, June 1, 12-4pm for the “Hot Rods and Classic Car Show,” including locally made bar-bque, entertainment, and a first look at the “Auto Indiana” Exhibit! The show will be held in the parking lot behind the History Center, on the corner of Lincoln and 6th Streets. Contact Jenny, above, with questions.

May Genealogy Group Meeting
Thursday, May 1, 7 p.m., Monroe County History
Center. Free. Research Library Assistant Lee Ehman
will present a talk about using the Library’s church history database and other research aids.

tionists and free blacks who resettled from Maryland after a
Methodist church schism over slavery. The anti-slavery Calvert Society and the Methodist church were prominent institutions in Maryland Ridge, although it is unknown whether
the Rosses participated.1 We do know that David Ross in
Virginia employed hundreds of slaves in his iron manufacturing.

Donations for Collection

“Pass it On – Caring for Your Family Treasures”
Saturday, May 3, 2-4:30 p.m., Monroe County History Center. Please see RSVP note below. In honor
of Preservation Week, conservators from Indiana University will share guidance about best practices in preserving family collections. The program will begin with a
preservation talk that will be followed by free one-onone consultations with professionals. Members of the
public are invited to bring in family treasures including
documents, books, photographs, and objects.
Limited space. RSVP with your name and number
of people in your party to Operations Manager, Hil- Detail showing the location of the Virginia Furnace in Indian
Creek Township, Section 7. From O.E. Siebenthal, Map of
lary Detty, admin@monroehistory.org.
Monroe County Indiana (1895).
___________________________________________

(continued on page 9)

We welcome your donated items
for consideration for our collection.
Items may be brought to the History
Center anytime during regular business hours, Tuesday-Saturday from
10am-4pm. Donors are asked to
sign a temporary custody receipt
form providing background information about the objects under consideration. Objects must be legal
property of donor.

hiStory Time
hiStory Time is a historythemed story time for children
ages 3 to 6, which includes stories, music, crafts, and occasional artifact encounters. Free
with entry to museum. hiStory
Time is the third Thursday of
every month at 10:30am.
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Collections’ Corner

Lincoln Funeral Train Locomotive Coming to Indianapolis
An Elgin, IL man is recreating the historic Lincoln funeral train and its route from D.C. to Springfield, IL—an undertaking of historic proportions. The historical research, intricate details of building the train, planning and execution
for transporting the train across the country, and coordination with cities along the route will involve a cast of hundreds.
The 2015 Lincoln Funeral Train will follow the same dates as the original train, starting in Washington, D.C. on April 21
and ending in Springfield, IL on May 2.
A Bloomington resident, Shannon Brown, is the local coordinator and fundraiser for this event. Below are links to
WGN-TV (Chicago) coverage of the project, as well as the project’s official website and Facebook links. The locomotive
will operate in Indianapolis this April 26 and 27 as part
of a fundraiser for completing the presidential/funeral
car. Schedules will be announced when available. If you
have questions, or would like to donate, feel free to contact Shannon at sswhite@indiana.edu.
Anyone interested in joining a “road trip” in April
to visit the locomotive in Indianapolis should contact
Steve Rolfe at srolfe@indiana.edu.
http://wgntv.com/2014/02/27/elgin-man-pourspassion-into-recreating-lincoln-funeral-train/
http://www.the2015lincolnfuneraltrain.com

Volunteer Spotlight

By Rebecca Vaughn

Featured Intern:
The History Center has been very fortunate to host volunteer Rachel Tavaras. In
addition to volunteering her time for museum programming at the Center, Rachel
also has assisted in inventorying the textiles collection. She has researched and
cataloged historic costumes including
dresses, capes, and military uniforms as
well as accessories, quilts, and much
more.
Rachel is a senior at Indiana University
majoring in History with minors in French
and Anthropology. In addition to her internship at the History Center, she is a
practicum student at Mathers Museum of
World Cultures. Rachel also interned at
the Indiana State Senate this spring. After
graduating, Rachel hopes to attend the

This month’s spotlight is on Janet Rowland. Janet welcomes museum visitors
at our greeter’s desk on the first, third, and fifth Fridays of the month from 10
to 1:00. Janet’s friendly manner and natural curiosity help visitors feel welcome.
Janet’s hobbies include quilting and playing the piano and organ. She is a
member of Kappa Kappa Sigma philanthropic sorority. Janet’s love of learning is evidenced by the fact that she is always reading a book—many times on
world history. Janet has a passion for England that came from her mother who
was interested in all things British.
After Janet retired from teaching at Childs Elementary, she volunteered in
Childs’ reading program and tutored in the Vital Program. She and her late husband, Dave, were active in an
IU foreign exchange program, and she is still in touch with many of the students they befriended. Janet also
has been a docent at the IU Art Museum and answered phones for many years at the WTIU fund drives.
Janet has two children and four grandchildren. For many years she and Dave had the grandchildren to themselves for a week of “summer camp.” Dave was President of the Monroe County Historical Society Board of
Directors when the Carnegie Library building was handed over to the Society. Janet and Dave also toured
Indiana and took photographs of all Indiana’s county courthouses.
Janet’s energy and good cheer make her a “super” volunteer.

master’s program in Museum Studies at
the University of Illinois at Chicago.

Rachel Tavaras,
MCHC Intern

New Items in the Collection
collection@monroehistory.org
Compiled by Rebecca Vaughn

Gift from Susan Marie Jenkin:


1 photograph of Western Union, Bloomington, IN



1 class photograph, Freedom, IN; March 1st, 1905



2 photographs of telephone operators, 1914-1915

Gift from Penelope Mathiesen:


1 photograph of Captain Williamson Martin Alexander in funeral guard
uniform, post-1885.



1 photograph thought to be of Captain Williamson Martin Alexander,
c.1860.
Captain W. M. Alexander

