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Be a part of Monroe County history!
The Monroe County History Center’s annual gala has been one of the most popular
fundraising events in Monroe County, often selling out weeks in advance. We invite
you to join us for this year’s celebration of local history on Friday February 27, 2015.

202 East Sixth Street
Do you want to help preserve history? If so, call 812-332-2517 ext. 7 to find out more
about volunteering in one of the many departments at the History Center.

Membership Form

Method of Payment
□ Visa □ MasterCard □ Check

Annual Membership Levels

The Griffith Cemetery is located in
Section 4 of the Bloomington Township. It is just west of highway 37 on
the Griffith Cemetery road. The cemetery is located within the highway
right-of-way and so is owned by the
State of Indiana, but it is managed by
the Bloomington Township Trustee.
In most cemeteries you talk in
hushed, respectful tones, but because
of the proximity to the highway you
almost have to shout to be heard in
this cemetery. The fence that surrounds this cemetery is in very poor
shape and needs to be replaced.
There is no room for more burials
within the fence, and the cemetery
appears to be inactive.
Cover painting by Dorothy Bain, courtesy
of the Arthur Clark Estate, from the
MCHC Collection
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The evening will offer the opportunity to meet and mingle with up to 350 local business and community leaders and fellow history enthusiasts during the cocktail hour,
and to bid on one-of-a-kind items in our silent auction. Following dinner, you will hear
from Indiana University’s Dr. Charles D. Beeker, a noted underwater researcher and archaeologist. Dr. Beeker has led dive
teams in the discovery of historic shipwrecks off the coast of the
U.S. and in the Caribbean, including investigations of the mysteries surrounding Columbus’ arrival in the New World.
As we prepare for the gala, we are seeking donations for the
silent auction. Our wish list includes:
 points or certificates for a timeshare or condo getaway;
 tickets to shows or events in Bloomington, Indianapolis, or
other nearby locations;
 art objects and jewelry;
 other unique and interesting items.
You also can support the History Center by becoming an event sponsor, which will
benefit our “Experience History Campaign” to develop more interactive exhibits in the
museum. Contact us for more details.
Mark your calendars now for our eighth annual gala – Friday evening, February 27,
6:00 pm at the Bloomington/Monroe County Convention Center.
Thank you in advance for supporting the Monroe County History Center’s annual
gala. Contact us at 812.332.2517 or email admin@monroehistory.org with any questions or for additional information. We hope that you will join us there!
Help the History Center save resources by having your newsletter sent to your email. To opt
out of the paper copy and start receiving your newsletter in your inbox email:
admin@monroehistory.org
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Calendar of Events
December








9th, 7:00pm, Civil War Roundtable, Holiday
Dinner
10th, 11:00am, Coltrain Group Lunch and Learn,
free with pre-registration
13th, 11:00am, WFHB presents Saturday’s Child,
free and open to all
18th, 4:30pm, Monthly Board of Directors
meeting
18th, 6:00pm, Local Author Talk and Book
Signing, Dr. James Madison, free and open to all
24th and 25th, Closed for the holiday
31st, Closed for the holiday

January

1st, Closed for the holiday
10th, 11:00am, WFHB presents Saturday’s
Child, free and open to all
 13th, 7:00pm, Civil War Roundtable, free and
open to all
 15th, 4:30pm, Monthly Board of Directors
meeting

First Wreck on the Monon’s Indiana Stone Route




By Penelope Mathiesen
In 1899, the Monon railroad line established a new route between Harrodsburg and Clear Creek called the Indiana Stone road (see article and map elsewhere in this issue). The following newspaper item reports the first accident that occurred on this line. It didn’t involve a regularly scheduled train with passengers or freight, but was
nevertheless considered worthy of mention in the local press.
_______________________________________
“Bloomington Telephone, Tuesday, 11 April 1899
NEW RAILROAD’S FIRST WRECK

Current Exhibits
Also available at www.monroehistory.org

“MoCo’s Prehistoric Past”
October 14, 2014 to March 31, 2015
Come see and examine fossils of plants, organisms, and
animals found in the Hoosier state and learn how they
contributed to Southern Indiana's natural landscape.
This is a fascinating exhibit that will engage people of all
ages. Special thanks go to the Indiana Geological Survey
for assisting with the exhibit.

The first wreck on the new Indiana Stone road occurred this morning about 9:30. Though no one was injured,
several had very narrow escapes from serious injuries. The engineer’s corps in charge of Assistant Smith desired
to go down to near Ketcham’s, and called a hand-car to be used for transportation. There were ten men on the
car including 4 section men. As they were crowded, Mr. Smith caused a long plank to be laid across the car, thus
giving seats for four men, two on each side of the platform of the car. In the rear of the Davis farm, south of
Clear Creek, is a big cut, from the sides of which project ledges of stone. As the car neared the cut some of the
men discovered that the improvised seat upon which they sat could not pass through without striking the ledges.
To stop was out of question, and the car dashed into the mouth of the cut. The board came in contact with the
stone ledges, swinging it about and dumping its load. The costly instruments used by the surveyors were broken
to pieces and the men with torn clothes and bruised forms hands and faces gathered themselves together and
trudged back to Clear Creek to report at the general office the first wreck on the new road.

"Auto Indiana"
May 9, 2014 to December 31, 2014
From Elwood Haynes's
early machine to today's
numerous parts manufacturers, this exhibition explores the role of
the automobile in the
Hoosier State. Indiana
was one of the leaders in automobile production until the
1930s when Detroit emerged as the nation's technological
and industrial giant. The exhibit specifically highlights
the impact of the automobile on Monroe County and
Southern Indiana.

“Festival of Santas”
November 28, 2014 to February 7, 2015
The image of Santa has
changed over the years. Come
and explore how this jolly man
has changed over the decades
and where the images originated.

Both of these publications are available for purchase in the History Center’s gift shop.
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The Monon Route from Harrodsburg to Clear Creek: 1853 vs. 1899

From the President’s Desk

By Ron Marquardt
It was customary when building railroads in the nineteenth century to construct them as quickly — and inexpensively — as possible. Then, after they were up and running and
generating revenue, the company would go back and correct
some of the problem areas that originally existed. This was the
case regarding the 1853 Smithville route vs. the 1899 Indiana
Stone route of the Chicago, Indianapolis, and Louisville (Monon)
Railway between Harrodsburg and Clear Creek.
If you look at the comparative profiles, you can see why the
builders originally chose the Smithville route and then later the
Indiana Stone route. Even though there was a very restrictive hill
northbound on the Smithville line, they only had to build two
bridges on this route. Later in 1899 when they rerouted the line
to the west, they eliminated the restrictive hill, but had to build 14
bridges to do it. They had to cross Clear Creek 14 times between
the Clear Creek station and Harrodsburg Junction.
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Dear Members,
I hope this note finds you happy and healthy as we prepare for the holidays. The board, staff, and committees
have just put the finishing touches on our new Strategic Plan which will guide us for the next three years. The board approved the plan at its November meeting. I want to thank everyone involved with this ambitious task. A small, select
group spent many hours over the summer and fall working on the plan. So, I want to especially thank Gayle Cook, Sue
Shelden, Jamee Wissink, Liesl Loudermilk, Glenda Murray and David Vanderstel for their guidance and vision during this
process. In the plan, we pledge to continue our commitment to the preservation of Monroe County history through quality
educational programs, informative interactive exhibits, and increased collaborations within our community. One of our
most exciting goals is to increase the History Center’s outreach to the county’s students and teachers through new programming and workshops. We also will begin planning for our state, county and city bicentennials. In addition, the plan
establishes a new committee with a host of duties. The Development Committee will be responsible for growing membership, establishing a sponsor/donor program, implementing new development activities, and creating new materials for all
their programs. We have four members on the committee thus far, but if any member would be interested in helping with
these efforts, please let me know.

Mark your calendars now for February 27, 2015, as that is the date of our Annual Gala. I am looking forward to
having a larger venue at the Bloomington Convention Center so that no one gets turned away from this special event.

Map showing Original Main Line (Smithville Line) in 1853 and
New Main Line (Indiana Stone Railroad) in 1899. Courtesy of
Ron Marquardt.

Lastly, I want to thank Hillary Feldmeyer-Detty for her outstanding contributions to our society during her five
years here. I know all of us who have worked with her will miss her enormously and wish her all the best in her new endeavors.
Happy Holidays and thanks to all of you for your hard work and commitment.!
Sincerely,
Dave Musgrave

Comparison of elevations and bridges, Smithville and Indiana Stone
routes. Chicago, Indianapolis, and
Louisville Railway, Office of Engineer Maintenance of Way, 1937.

Besides avoiding the steep hill, the new route had another advantage. It is referred to as the “Indiana Stone route”
or the “Stone Road” because the Monon also wanted a route nearer the vast new limestone holdings developing in
Van Buren and Indian Creek townships. The reroute provided that as well.
News articles from turn-of-the-century Smithville papers were extremely critical of the Monon for taking “their
railroad” away from them because they were no longer on the “main line,” even though they still had some service
until tracks between Smithville and Harrodsburg were removed in the 1940s. A portion of the line was still in operation until the 1960s between Clear Creek and Sanders because of the quarries and mills in that area.

Local Family Gatherings & Events
Individuals regularly ask the History Center to share news about local family reunions, gatherings, and miscellaneous information with those who visit the History Center or read our newsletter. As a result, we will post family events here in our newsletter. If you are holding or attending a
family event in Monroe County and want to share the news with our mailing list, please contact
the Operations Manager at admin@monroehistory.org or 812-332-2517, ext. 2.

Can you help us with an upcoming exhibit?
In April 2015 MCHC is hosting an exhibit featuring Jeffery Wolin's photographs of the Pigeon Hill neighborhood of Bloomington during the 1980s. We are looking for other photos of this neighborhood from the 1940s
through the 1960s. If you can help, contact Jenny Mack at 812-332-2517 ext. 5 or by email:
exhibitdesign@monroehistory.org. To explore Jeffrey’s work visit his website: http://www.jeffreywolin.com
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Collections’ Corner
Compiled by Rebecca Vaughn

Featured Volunteer:

mchccollection@gmail.com

Carly Dannenmueller has been a wonderful addition to our team of collections volunteers. Carly assisted in processing
recent acquisitions and existing materials in the permanent collection. One of the nearly 200 items she cataloged during
her time as a volunteer at the History Center included Grand Army of the Republic materials consisting of a charter; discharge papers; Colored Troops rules, regulations, and membership application documents; certificates of veteran volunteers; election of officers documents; and lists of regiment members. The collection ranges from 1873 to 1932.
Additional cataloged items include Bloomington Pops Orchestra posters and digitized performances (collection date
range: 1996-2012) as well as photographs from the Faces and Places Community Digitization project pertaining to the
Indiana Bedrock Digital Collection.
Carly is a second year graduate student pursuing a Master’s Degree in Art History at Indiana University. Her concentration is in nineteenth-century American art, which has made her time at the Monroe County History Center enjoyable and
a valuable learning experience. She graduated magna cum laude from the University of Kentucky with a Bachelor’s degree in Art History and a minor in Classics. Carly is originally from Paducah, Kentucky. She has held several internship
positions at Indiana, Kentucky, and Ohio institutions during her undergraduate
and graduate studies, including the Wylie House Museum, the Art Museum at
the University of Kentucky, and the Lexington Art League. She is an alumna
member of the Kappa Kappa Gamma sorority and enjoys volunteering with the
Indiana University chapter in organizing their archives. After graduation, Carly
hopes to obtain a job at a historic house museum or in the art museum field. In
her spare time, she enjoys yoga, traveling, reading, and painting.

New Items in the Collection
Compiled by Rebecca Vaughan


Smithville High School basketball jersey, c. 1950s and "Stars and Stripes" bound newspapers, 1918. Gift of Jessica Kelwarski.



Bridge sign from Highway 46 bridge over Salt Creek, date unknown. Gift of Cathie Lynch.



Photograph of Bobby Helms; digitized newspaper articles; "My Special Album" record sleeve, 1980s. Gift of John B. Collins



Limestone Comedy Festival poster and pamphlets, 2013; Bloomington Pride Film Festival poster, 2014. Gift of Buskirk-Chumley
Theater.



Photograph of quarry near Bloomington, 1939; certificate signed by Nixon honoring memory of Raymond E. Eads, 1971. Gift of
Rebecca Stanger.



"Hometown Monopoly - Bloomington" board game, 1983. Gift of Gerald L. Patterson.



McCalla School programs and educational materials; digitized Quadlette newspaper articles. Gift of Patricia Leake.



Bloomington National Bank coin bank, circa 1950s; digitized newspaper articles about George Engelmann and 5 photographs of
family house on Dekist Street, 1950s. Gift of Ted Engelmann.



Photograph of Bernie Clayton's experimental kitchen; 2 BHS athletic award sweaters, 1966; 1 framed oil painting of John Hoadley- limestone pioneer, c.1910s. Gift of Tom Hoadley.
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Bigger’s Trading Post and Monroe County’s Native Americans
By Lee H. Ehman
A 1933 historical map shows, just southwest of Bloomington in
Van Buren Township, “Bigger’s Trace” and “Bigger’s Trading
Post.”1 There are tantalizing but contradictory bits of information
about these places in the Research Library’s vertical file on the topic. Pam Service, the first director of what is now the Monroe County History Center, wrote: “Around 1820, John Bigger ran a trading
post where Indians bartered furs
for iron objects,
textiles and glass
beads.”2 Unfortunately, she cites no
sources for the
information. The
trace was a trail
leading north
from Lawrence
County into Monroe County, the
only path connecting the two on the
map.
An unsourced
document also
names John Bigger as the likely
Map excerpt from Indiana Department of
proprietor of the
Natural Resources Publication No. 122
trading post who in
(1933, rev. 1968).
1816 bought land in
Richland Township, Section 14, in the southeast part of present-day
Ellettsville, six or seven miles north of its place on the historical
map.
Adding confusion about its location and proprietor, another undocumented historical article by Claude Parsons suggests that James
Bigger was responsible both for the trace and the trading post. 3
According to this article, James Bigger was captain in a rifle company in William Henry Harrison’s army that fought in the Battle of
Tippecanoe in 1811. He organized rangers to protect Clark County
citizens from Indian raids during the War of 1812. After the war he
moved to Monroe County, and according to Parsons, established
Bigger’s Trace from Lawrence to Monroe counties. Parsons locates
the trading post “…on a ridge between Clear Creek and Indian
Creek near the present Kirksville.” This would put it in Indian
Creek Township, yet further south than the other two sources indicate. In 1818, James Bigger was appointed a “lister,” or auditor, by
the Monroe County Commissioners.4 By 1822, he was sheriff in
Morgan County and later moved to Illinois.
Rose McIlveen opined that it was William Bigger, not John or
James, to which the Bigger Trace and Trading Post referred on the
1933 map. William’s land was in Clear Creek and Indian Creek
townships.5 She provides no sources for this claim.

From the evidence we have, the trading post began sometime
around 1815, but we do not know how long it existed. There is one
fleeting reference to it having to move from its location one mile
southeast of Ellettsville: “For their own safety, the settlers eventually compelled the [unnamed] trader to move his post because the
Indians were often quarrelsome after a few swigs of ‘fire water.’” 6
Who were the Indians who would have used the trading post? The
Miami Indians had occupied all of Indiana in 1717,7 although Service wrote that they mainly used the Monroe County area for hunting because the land would not support their farms.8 The Delaware
moved into the area after the Revolutionary War, having been
pushed westward from their lands in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and
Ohio. Miami and Delaware leaders signed the Treaty of Fort Wayne
in 1809, agreeing to allow the Delaware to share with the Miami
land “watered by the White River.” The Wea and the Piankishaws
(also called Pecankeeshaws), both subgroups of Miami, were also in
the area, as well as Pottawatomies. James Parks, Sr., in his reminiscences, mentioned that “Delaware and Pottawatomie were quite
plentiful [and]…quite friendly” in the area of his 1817 farm in section 14 of Richland Township. He wrote that “they had a trading
post within a half mile of where I now live.”9
After 1818, when the New Purchase of the Treaty of St. Mary’s
Ohio was signed, Monroe County owned all of what previously had
been Indian land. In that year the Delaware were forced west into
Missouri, Arkansas, and in 1831 onto a reservation in Kansas. In
1867 they were removed again to a reservation in Oklahoma. The
Miami, Wea, and Piankishaw groups began ceding land beginning in
1803, and made their last Indiana land cession in 1840. They were
unwilling to leave, and in 1846 the army forcibly removed many to
Kansas. Some eluded that removal, or later returned. In the 1870s
these Miami groups joined in a federation in Oklahoma. In 1950,
there were 700 Miami still living in Indiana.10
Notes
1. Indiana Department of Natural Resources Publication No. 122 (1933,
rev. 1968).
2. Pam Service, “Indians Left Monroe for Farming Life,” Bloomington
Herald-Telephone, 7 May 1981, p. 13.
3. Claude Parsons, Times-Mail, Bedford and Lawrence County, 7 June
2000. Accessed at: http://ww.tmnews.com/stories/2000/06/07/
archive.265444.tms.
4. Monroe County Commissioner’s Record, vol. A, 1818–1824, p. 1.
5. Rose McIlveen, “Delaware Indians Once Lived along Clear Creek,”
Bloomington Herald-Telephone, 2 July 1983.
6. Marion Jacobs, “Out of the Wilderness,” The Ellettsville Story 1837–
1987 (Ellettsville, Ind.: Ellettsville Sesquicentennial Association, 1987),
p. 20.
7. Handbook of North American Indians, vol. 15, Northeast
(Washington, DC: Smithsonian Institution, 1978), p. 681.
8. Service, op. cit.
9. Ibid, p. 499.
10. Handbook, op. cit., pp. 597, 687.
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Volunteer Spotlight: Alexa Clegg
News from the Library
genealogy@monroehistory.org
Compiled by Penelope Mathiesen
New resources in the library

The following items have been recently acquisitioned:
* Arbutus. 1991. Indiana University yearbook. Gift from
Janice Clinch.

clothing, and housing. Almost every community in the United States had a park, bridge, or school constructed by the
agency.
At its peak in 1938, the WPA provided paid jobs for 3 million
unemployed men and some women. Between 1935 and 1943,
it provided almost 8 million jobs. The WPA tried to provide
one paid job for all families where the breadwinner suffered
long-term unemployment.

* Bloomington High School South Alumni Directory. 2003. Includes In 1939, responsibility for the direct relief of Indiana resialumni from 1965 to 2003, with an index of names by class
dents was transferred to the Indiana Department of Public
and an alphabetical listing. Gift from Bob Dodd.
Welfare and administered through county departments. Peo* Eichholz, Alice, ed. Ancestry’s Red Book: American State, Coun- ple in need of assistance filled out comprehensive applications that included information about every member of the
ty, and Town Sources, with maps by William Dollarhide. 1992.
household. The agency then did a home inspection to verify
Gift from Janice Clinch.
* Holston Territory Genealogical Society. Families and History the information and, based upon their findings, financial assistance and/or job referrals were made. Both the application
of Sullivan County, Tennessee. Vol. 1, 1779–1992. 1993. Gift
and inspection reports became part of the applicant’s file.
from Shirley Willingham.
* Monon Railroad: Profile and Station Names, compiled by Ron
Marquardt. 2011. Compact disc containing articles and photos related to Monon Railroad history, railroad rulebooks,
and station numbers. Gift from Bob Dodd.

With the economic boom of World War II that coincided
closely with a reduction in unemployment, the relief program
was liquidated. Eventually, without state mandates to preserve the files, they were destroyed. In Indiana, the one
known exception was the records from Monroe County,
which survived.

* Monroe County WPA Poor Relief Records, compiled by Randi
Richardson. 2014. Contains an index of names and record
numbers for Monroe County residents listed in WPA Poor
Relief original records held at the Indiana State Archives. Gift For a number of years, the Monroe County records were located in boxes at the Monroe County History Center in
from Randi Richardson.
Bloomington and were not available for public review. Sever* Seward, Doris. Essays for Our Times, vols. 1 and 2. 1998. Gift al years ago, however, following a consultation with the Indifrom Bob Dodd.
ana State Archives, the records were moved to the Archives
* Siebenthal, C. E. A Map of Monroe County, Indiana. 1895.
building in Indianapolis and indexed preparatory to making
Large color map of Monroe County showing townships, sec- them available for research.
tions, cities, communities, creeks, major roads, post offices,
schools, and a stone directory. Gift from Lou Malcomb.
Within the past few months this index was placed online
along with a number of other databases and is now available
on the Archives web server at http://www.in.gov/
Monroe County Poor Relief Records
icpr/2355.htm. A hard copy of the index is also available at
By Randi Richardson
the Monroe County History Center. The index includes only
the name of the head of household and finding information.
At the onset of the Great Depression, the federal government instituted an extensive program of unemployment relief. After September 1935, direct relief to the unemployed
was transferred to the Works Progress Administration
(WPA).

Actual files, all rich with information of great value to genealogists, can be accessed at the State Archives located at 6440
East 30th Street, Indianapolis, Indiana. To view the files on
site, it is best to contact the Archives 24 hours in advance of
a visit to be certain of availability. Additionally, requests for
The WPA employed millions of unskilled workers to carry
out public works projects, including the construction of pub- copies can be made by phone or email. Remember to include
lic buildings and roads, and operated large arts, drama, media, the location information as well as the file name when making a request.
and literacy projects. It fed children and redistributed food,

Alexa Clegg began as our Tuesday morning greeter in August of this year. After graduating from
Bloomington High School North, Alexa enrolled in MCCSC's Community Transitions Program,
which provides students an opportunity to continue enhancing their skills outside of the traditional
school building. The focus is on creating a realistic day that the individual can continue when they
exit the school system.

Alexa has volunteered as a greeter alongside MCCSC staff member, Dave Reid. Dave has been a
para-educator in the Community Transitions Program for eight years. He likes to go kayaking and
camping around Lake Monroe. He also likes spending time with his grandchildren, gardening, and
hanging out with his dogs.

Alexa also volunteers at the Crisis Pregnancy Center and at Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard and has
gained work experience at Soapy Soap in Bloomington, assembling their natural, handcrafted
Sabun soap products. Alexa enjoys exercising at the YMCA and spending time with her
friends. Alexa is also active in her church and the Best Buddies organization.

History Center Staffing Updates
As you read in President Musgrave’s message, the History Center’s Operations Manager
Hillary Feldmeyer-Detty resigned her position effective November 25 to take a position with
Cook Medical. Hillary was a dedicated, hard-working staff member who handled numerous responsibilities and contributed to the smooth operation of the History Center during her five-year
tenure. She will be greatly missed.
Research Library Manager Nicole Bieganski also departed the History Center in midOctober to take a new position with the Indiana University Archives. She is serving as the archivist for the Richard G. Lugar senatorial papers.
Congratulations and best wishes to both Hillary and Nicole in their new positions!
We are pleased to welcome Erin Anderson as the new Education and Public Programs
Manager. See her story on page 7. We also welcome Emily Borchardt as the new Research Library Manager beginning December 8. Emily has been an intern with us during the past year and
is completing her MA/MLS degree at Indiana University. More on Emily in the next newsletter.
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Annual Holiday Sale
We invite you to visit our annual Holiday Sale at the History Center during our regular business hours. The
selection includes a wide variety of holiday decorations, jewelry, and crafts. We will continue to accept donations through the holiday season. Please bring good-quality holiday decorations and like-new gift items to the
History Center any time we are open. Gift-type donations may include jewelry, small antiques, decorative
items, and such new/unused items as gloves, scarves, games, and puzzles. The holiday boutique will remain
open until early January.
Not only do we have special donated items in the Holiday Sale, but the Museum
Store has new and unusual books, cards, and gifts for you to purchase. We have
popular children’s books such as The Fish on the Dome and Stuntology. We
have the entertaining Bloomington Then & Now, by Derek and Jen Richey, offering an insightful look at the Bloomington of yesterday and what it has become. The newest book on local history is Hoosiers by Dr. James Madison of
Indiana University — a volume that would be a great addition to any Hoosier’s
library.
We also are pleased to offer the new
2015 Monroe County Cemetery Calendar compiled by the History Center’s Cemetery Committee. It features art work of local cemeteries made by campers in the 2014
Junior Historian Program.
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Dr. James Madison Book Signing
Join the History Center on Thursday, December 18 at 6:00pm as we welcome Dr. James Madison to celebrate the publication of his new book,
Hoosiers: A New History of Indiana. Dr. Madison is the Thomas and
Kathryn Miller Professor of History Emeritus, Indiana University
Bloomington. His books include Eli Lilly: A Life, 1885-1977; Slinging
Doughnuts for the Boys: An American Woman in World War II ; The
Indiana Way: A State History; and A Lynching in the Heartland: Race
and Memory in America. Madison serves on the boards of Indiana Humanities and the Indiana Historical Society and is a member of the Indiana Bicentennial Commission. He began teaching Indiana history in
1976 and has lectured and consulted widely on Indiana topics.
Dr. Madison will offer comments on his book Hoosiers. Who are the
people called Hoosiers? What are their stories? Two centuries ago, on
the Indiana frontier, they were settlers who created a way of life they
passed to later generations. They came to value individual freedom and
distrusted government, even as they demanded that government remove Indians, sell them land,
and bring democracy. Down to the present, Hoosiers have remained wary of government power and
have taken care to guard their tax dollars and their personal independence. Yet the people of Indiana
have always accommodated change, exchanging log cabins and spinning wheels for railroads, cities,
and factories in the 19th century, automobiles, suburbs, and foreign investment in the 20th. The present has brought new issues and challenges, as Indiana's citizens respond to a rapidly changing
world. Madison's sparkling new history tells the stories of these Hoosiers, offering an invigorating
view of one of America's distinctive states and the long and fascinating journey of its people.
Books will be available for purchase, but you are welcome to bring your own copy for signing. This
event is free and open to all.

Welcome Erin!
Both stores are open during all normal History Center hours, Tuesday–
Saturday 10:00am–4:00pm.

The History Center is pleased to introduce Erin Anderson as the new Education and Public Programs Manager. Erin
comes to us from the Indiana State Museum where she led gallery and educational programming for three years. She also
worked in the Indiana State Senate's Page Office. Prior to that, she was a middle school
social studies teacher for five years. She is eager to develop wonderful educational and
public programs that will increase attendance and make MCHC more of a resource for
teachers, students, and the community in general. She already has begun developing several in-house and outreach programs.
Erin grew up in Hope, Indiana, but has deep roots in Monroe County. Her greatgrandmother's family has lived in Monroe County for well over 100 years. Her greatgrandparents met and were married here in the 1910s. She has been married to her high
school sweetheart, Matt, for fourteen years and they have two children, Cade (age 10) and
Kaylee (age 9). Erin currently commutes from southwestern Shelby County, but she and
her family are looking forward to relocating to the Monroe County area in the near future.

