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Liberty Cem-

etery is locat-

ed in Bean 

Blossom 

Township, 

about 12 

miles north-

west of 

Blooming-

ton. Veter-

ans from all wars are interred here, 

including William Utterback, a Revo-

lutionary War soldier, as well as 25 

Civil War veterans. There are markers 

dated 1839, but there may be earlier 

graves since some stones do not have 

dates as is the case with the William 

Utterback stone. For additional read-

ing see articles from the Bloomington 

Telephone at the time of the 150th 

Anniversary and other materials in 

the Cemetery and Church files at the 

Monroe County History Center Re-

search Library.  Transcriptions are 

included in “County Cemeteries of 

Monroe “(1998), available at the 

MCHC Research Library.   
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  Monroe County Historian 
 

Preserving the Past for Future Generations 
Newsletter of the Monroe County Historical Society, Inc. 

We invite you to join us for this year’s celebration of local history at the Monroe 

County History Center’s Annual Gala Fundraiser.  The event, which has been one of 

the most popular fundraising events in Monroe County, will be held on Friday evening 

February 27, 2015, beginning at 6:00 pm at the Bloomington Monroe County  Con-

vention Center.   

 

The evening will offer the opportunity to meet and mingle with up to 350 local busi-

ness and community leaders and fellow history enthusiasts during the cocktail hour.  

There will be a cash bar, silent auction with one-of-a-kind items, and a raffle before the 

evening program.  Make sure that you bring cash to participate 

in these activities!  There is an ATM conveniently located onsite 

at the convention center. 

 

Following dinner, you will hear  from Indiana University’s Dr. 

Charles D. Beeker, a noted underwater researcher and archae-

ologist. Dr. Beeker has led dive teams in the discovery of histor-

ic shipwrecks off the coast of the U.S. and in the Caribbean, 

including investigations of the mysteries surrounding Columbus’ 

arrival in the New World. In conjunction with this work, he has 

assisted in the development of underwater museums to preserve 

sites of shipwrecks.  

 

You still can support the History Center by becoming a table sponsor for $500.  Event 

and underwriting sponsorships are still available.  Contact us for more details.  Pro-

ceeds from the event will benefit our “Experience History Campaign,” which focuses 

on developing more interactive exhibits and educational programming in the museum. 

 

Call and reserve your seats now since tickets are going fast.  Tickets are $50 for mem-

bers of the History Center; $60 for non-members.   

 

Thank you in advance for supporting the Monroe County History Center’s Annual 

Gala.  Contact us at 812.332.2517 or email mchcoperations@gmail.com with any ques-

tions or for additional information.  We hope that you will join us there! 

Help the History Center save resources by having your newsletter sent to your email. To opt 

out of the paper copy and start receiving your newsletter in your inbox email:     

     mchcoperations@gmail.com 



 

 

Calendar of  Events 
 
 
February 
 3rd, 11:00am, Coltrain Group Lunch and Learn, 

free with pre-registration 
 10th, 7:00pm, Civil War Roundtable, free and 

open to all 
 14th, 11:00am, WFHB presents Saturday’s Child, 

free and open to all 
 19th, 4:30pm, Monthly Board of Directors 

meeting 
 21st, 10:00am, Indiana Barn Foundation Meet-

ing 
 27th, 6:00pm, History Center’s Annual Gala, 

Bloomington Monroe County Convention Center  
 

March 
 7th, 1:00pm, Curator’s Talk—Log Cabins: End-

less Possibilities—quilts of the 19th century 
 10th, 7:00pm, Civil War Roundtable, free and 

open to all 
 14th, 11:00am,  WFHB presents Saturday’s 

Child, free and open to all 
 19th, 4:30pm, Monthly Board of Directors 

meeting 
Upcoming 
 Watch for information about a reception to mark 

the opening of the Bill Cook exhibit and the “6th 
and Washington” exhibit, and to celebrate our 
35th anniversary—coming in March! 

 Also watch for information on the Volunteer 
Appreciation Lunch and a children’s tea in April. 
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“MoCo’s Prehistoric Past”  

October 14, 2014 to March 31, 2015 

Come see and examine fossils of plants, organisms, and 

animals found in the Hoosier state and learn how they 

contributed to Southern Indiana's natural landscape.  

This is a fascinating exhibit that will engage people of all 

ages.  Special thanks go to the Indiana Geological Survey 

for assisting with the exhibit. 

 "American Quilt Study Group Pre-

sents: Quilt Study of  Civil War Era 

Quilts"  

Begins Mid-February 

2015 

The purpose of the Quilt 

Study Group is for mem-

bers to replicate, either exactly, or as an interpretation, a 

quilt of a particular style or period. In this way, members 

can learn from the textiles about the history, techniques, 

and perhaps something of the person who made the origi-

nal qult.  This year, the Quilt Study Group replicated 25 

Civil War Era Quilts. 

 

Opens: February  2015  Closes: June 2015. 

“Indiana Disasters” Traveling Exhibit  

Begins March 3, 2015 

In this traveling exhibit from the Indiana Historical So-
ciety, photographs from various collections from around 
the state capture unforgettable Indiana catastrophes. 
Newspaper headlines, illustrations, and survivor ac-
counts show how Hoosiers persevered in the face of all 
types of disasters.  Made possible by Kroger.  

 

Opens March 3;  
Closes: April 1 

Current Exhibits 
Also available at www.monroehistory.org 
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By Penelope Mathiesen 
 

The Indiana Genealogical Society’s Annual Conference will be held on Saturday, 25 April 2015, on the campus of Indiana 
State University in Terre Haute. The main speaker will be Legal Genealogist Judy G. Russell. The conference is within easy 
driving distance from Monroe County, so don’t miss this opportunity! The registration fee is $35 for IGS members, $45 for 
non-members. The pre-registration deadline is Tuesday, April 21. Registration at the door is $50 for both members and 
non-members. The complete program, registration details, and driving directions are availa-
ble at: www.indgensoc.org (click on “Events” and select “Conference”). 
 
The Monroe County History Center has strong ties to IGS: we have received several grants 
over the years, and Research Library Committee member Michael Maben is the current IGS 
president. IGS offers valuable resources for Indiana genealogists through its online publica-
tions and the growing collection of databases available (some free, others for members only) 
through its web site. The society supports activities such as the Indiana Marriage Indexing 
Project, state and county records preservation, and the matching grant program for the War 
of 1812 Pension Digitization project. If you are not yet a member, consider joining now. 

 

Calling All Genealogists: Register Now for IGS 2015 in Terre Haute 

Legal Genealogist Judy Russell will be the featured 

speaker at IGS 2015 

 

 

 

Nicole Bieganski, former Research Library Manager, planned a project to display important county documents and provide 
a more appealing entrance to the facility. She had learned that the poor hallway lighting, as well as the headstones and other 
cemetery items near the library’s door, had been off-putting to some, particularly younger, children. Furthermore, she had 
been asked to anticipate ways for the library to help celebrate Monroe County’s upcoming bicentennial in 2018. The hall-
way project met both of these challenges. 

 

The Library Committee voted to use funds from the Lola Burkhart Bequest to support the project’s two parts. First, the 
committee selected furniture and cabinet-maker Nancy Hiller, who previously had installed the library’s beautiful perma-
nent bookcases, to construct a handsome display case. Second, a local carpentry firm renovated the hallway leading into the 
library, including the addition of exhibit lighting. The result is a much more inviting entrance to the Research Library. 

 

The Monroe County Commissioner’s Record Book A, from 1818-1824, recently 
went through a conservation process, funded by a grant from the Wahl Family 
Charitable Trust.  It will be the first record to be displayed in the new case when it 
arrives in February. The county’s first two marriage record books also were con-
served thanks to the Wahl Family Charitable Trust. 

Research Library Hallway Project 

Newly restored commissioner and marriage Record Books 
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Enumeration of  White Males Over 21 in Indian Creek  

Township, 1931 

 
By Beth Lau 

 
As explained in the preceding article, the History Center’s Research Library contains twenty-one record books, each one ti-
tled “Enumeration of White and Colored Males Over the Age of 21,” for various townships in Monroe County. The officials 
who compiled the record book for Indian Creek Township in 1931, having no African-American men to report, decided to 
redefine their mission. In this book, the heading “Colored Males” is crossed out and replaced with “White Females.” Also, 
this book, unlike the others, includes information on each person’s occupation and political party affiliation and thus offers a 
more detailed picture of its residents. 
 
Few men had white-collar jobs. The majority list their occupation as farmer, quarryman (with some specifying their position 
at the quarry such as machine runner, hooker, powerman, blacksmith, ledge foreman, and superintendent), or general laborer. 
A few exceptions are a schoolteacher, several bus drivers, a Showers employee, and a clerk for Sim and Hudson, as well as a 
few men who worked both as a farmer and at another job such as mail carrier, bus driver, or county road patrolman. One 
man was employed as both a farmer and a quarryman. Clearly men worked strenuous, physically demanding jobs. Remarka-
bly few identify themselves as retired, as does Frank Koontz, a “blind retired farmer.” The implication is that, if he were not 
blind, he would still be working. Aaron Young, age 45 and “deaf and dumb,” is a farm laborer. Life spans were shorter than 
today, as most of the men range in age from their 20s to their 60s, with few in their 70s, even fewer in their 80s, and none in 
his 90s. A note identifies Jacob S. Wever, aged 89, as the oldest person in the township. 
 
The vast majority of women give their occupation as either “wife,” “domestic,” or “housekeeper.” A domestic presumably 
does housework for someone other than her family and is paid for her services, and “housekeeper” is used by widows and 
apparently designates a woman who does not work outside her home but no longer has a husband. One woman is a house-
keeper for her brother. Only three women, all in their early 20s, have jobs in the public sector. One is a nurse, another a tele-
phone operator, and the third, most surprisingly, is a “steam shovel firewoman,” probably at a quarry. At a time when so few 
women were employed outside their homes, it is encouraging to learn that this woman, Nettie Albert, did such traditionally 
masculine work. 
 
As for political affiliation, most identify as either Republican or Democrat, with one man, Everett Teague, listed as a Socialist. 
The 1930s, sometimes called the “Red Decade,” was a period of widespread sympathy with Communist and Socialist ideas. A 
number of people state that they “don’t vote.” This remark is especially common among wives. Just ten years after women 
won the right to vote, some of them apparently chose not to take advantage of that opportunity. 
 
By redefining their assignment as a census of white men and women over 21 and including information on occupation and 
political party preference, the Indian Creek Township administrators left us a valuable glimpse of its 451 residents in 1931. 
 

___________________________________________________________ 
 

Preparing for the Upcoming Bicentennials 
 

The State of Indiana will mark its 200th anniversary in 2016.  Two years later, in 2018, Monroe County and the City of 
Bloomington will commemorate their founding.  And two years after that, in 2020, Indiana University will celebrate its bicen-
tennial.  As we prepare to commemorate and celebrate these significant milestones, we have convened representatives from 
assorted local agencies and organizations to determine how Monroe County will mark those years — new local preservation 
efforts?  a hunt for early historical records? a bicentennial park or sculpture?  lecture series and book discussions?  If you 
have any ideas, please send them along to us at director@monroehistory.org   We will add the suggestions to our “idea and 
wish list” for possible projects and programs that will engage our entire community in celebrating these bicentennials and 
also laying the foundation for the future of our state and local communities.   
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From the Director’s Desk 

 Dear Members and Friends of the History Center, 

 I hope that everyone had a wonderful holiday season and a good start to the new year.  The History Center was 

very busy over the winter.  We welcomed approximately 500 people to our Canopy of Lights Open House.  During De-

cember and January, people came from far and near to see our exhibits and shop at the annual Holiday Sale.  Our volun-

teers did a tremendous job of stocking the sale with holiday decorations and gifts.  The sale raised over $3,800 — a new 

record!  A special “thank you” to all of the volunteers who made this event a smashing success.   

 2015 promises to be a very busy year for the History Center.  At its November 2014 meeting, the Board adopted a 

new strategic plan, which establishes an aggressive agenda of programs, exhibits, fundraising, and community outreach 

goals for us.  As we move forward with the implementation of this three year plan, we will be looking for your assistance 

in supporting those efforts by attending, promoting, and maybe even underwriting those events.  Our staff is currently 

busy planning new exhibits and programs, including the next Gayle Cook Junior Historian Program scheduled for this 

summer.  Details will be forthcoming. 

  In February we will be opening a semi-permanent exhibit in the main hallway that addresses the history of the cor-

ner of 6th and Washington Streets. It focuses on Bloomington’s “Colored School,” which stood on the corner from  the 

1870s to 1915; the Carnegie Library, built in 1917 and vacated in 1970; the extensive and controversial efforts to save the 

library from demolition; and the work that ultimately led to the creation of the current Monroe County History Center.  

We plan to have a celebratory reception later in March to mark the opening of the new “6th and Washington” exhibit and 

the updated Bill Cook exhibit, and to commemorate the 35th anniversary of the History Center.  Watch for details. 

  I hope that you will attend our annual gala fundraiser on Friday February 27.  See the details on the first page.  

Make your reservations now since seats are going fast.  I promise you that it will be a festive evening to celebrate history.  I 

hope to see you there!  Thank you for your continued support of the Monroe County History Center.  

         David G. Vanderstel, Executive Director 

Receive your Monroe County Historian by e-mail 

If you are looking for a way to reduce the amount of paper that comes into your home, you might 

consider subscribing to the Monroe County Historian by e-mail.  It also will help the History Cen-

ter save money as we seek to move towards more digital services.  If you are interested, please 

contact the Operations Manager at mchcoperations@gmail.com  or 812-332-2517, ext. 2.  

 

 

Can you help us with an upcoming exhibit? 

In April 2015 MCHC is hosting an exhibit featuring IU professor Jeffery Wolin's photographs of 

the Pigeon Hill (now Crestmont) neighborhood of Bloomington during the 1980s. We are looking 

for other photos of this neighborhood from the 1940s through the 1960s. If you can help, contact 

Jenny Mack at 812-332-2517 ext. 5 or  by email:  exhibitdesign@monroehistory.org.  To ex-

plore Jeffrey’s work visit his website: http://www.jeffreywolin.com 

mailto:exhibitdesign@monroehistory.org
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Featured artifact 

The History Center recently accessioned two World War II-era silk souvenir pillowcases into the Permanent Collection. 

Donor David Lemon acquired the items from his father Forest who purchased the souvenirs around 1944 while in  

Washington, DC and sent them home to his parents.  

The pictured pillowcase features an ode to “Mother” and five landmarks: the 

White House, the interior of the Lincoln Memorial, the US Supreme Court, the 

Washington Memorial, and the Jefferson Memorial.  The second pillowcase fea-

tures an ode to “Mother and Dad” along with an image of two sailors, planes, a 

submarine and the US Navy emblem.  

If you are interested in donating items to the History Center, please contact the 

Collection Department at the email address above or call 812.332.2517 ex. 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

•Photograph of Bernie Clayton's experimental kitchen, date unknown; two Bloomington High School athletic award 

sweaters, 1966; one framed oil painting of John Hoadley, c.1910s. Gift of Tom Hoadley. 

•Hunter Elementary School call bell, c. 1953; cast iron double-spout smelting ladle and long- handled spoon, date un-

known. Gift of Beverly Kinser.           

•White christening gown, slip and baptismal bonnet, 1918. Gift of Ann Edgeworth. 

 

•Wedding dress, veil, mother of the bride dress, and three digitized photographs, 1972. Gift of Eugenie T. Sullivan. 

           

•"Horton Miracle No. 22" hand crank washing machine, date unknown. Gift of Eleanor Lahr. 

 

•Photograph of Wesley and Phoebe Nicholson and their children, date unknown. Gift of Verna Nicholson.  

          

•96-page book titled Hodgepodge- Hardship and Humor, 1981 by Morris R. Graves. Pertains to history of Graves family 

in Indiana. Gift of Joe Lee Phillips.  

 

•Four books (1973-1993) by Bernard Clayton, JR: The Complete Book of Breads; The Complete Book of Pastry: Sweet 

and Savory; Cooking across America; The Breads of France. Gift of Sue Shelden. 

 

•Purple Heart medal, WWII and framed hair wreathe, 1880-1886. Gift of Robin Humphrey.        

 

•Materials from The Woman's Club organization in Bloomington, IN including: collection of 16 pamphlets; bound record 

of The Woman's Club, 1922-1953 (receipts and active/inactive member listings); bound record of The Woman's 

Club, 1953-2007. Gift of The Woman's Club. 

 

 

Collections’ Corner   
Compiled by Rebecca Vaughn 

mchccollection@gmail.com   

Silk souvenir pillowcase, WWII era 

New Items in the Collection 

Compiled by Rebecca Vaughan 
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By Beth Lau 
 

The History Center’s Research Library contains twenty-one rec-
ord books, each one titled “Enumeration of White and Colored 
Males Over the Age of 21,” for various townships in Monroe 
County from 1901 (two books), 1907 (three books), 1913 (one 
book), 1925 (four books), and 1931 (eleven books). These docu-
ments reveal the extent of racial diversity in Monroe County 
during the first third of the twentieth century. 
 
The central conclusion one draws from these records is that 
there was in fact very little racial diversity. Almost all of the 
townships for the years covered report no colored males over 
21. The major exception is Bloomington Township, which in 
1925 listed 147 colored males and in 1931, 136 colored males, as 
well as (designated in a separate category) 20 colored male stu-
dents over 21. The only other instances of African-American 
men occur in Perry Township, with four men listed for 1907, a 
number that dwindles to one in 1925, and Clear Creek Town-
ship, with one man in 1931. Interestingly, the 1925 Perry Town-
ship book specifies the ethnicity of two men classified as white: 
one is identified as “Mexican” and the other as “Haitian.” Simi-
larly, the record book for Bloomington Township in 1931 iden-
tifies one man in the white category as “Chinese” and another as 
“Greek.” Presumably, these ethnicities were sufficiently exotic 
to require commentary and perhaps qualify their status as 
“white.” 
 
The book for Polk Township in 1901 provides a stark contrast 
to the others, for all of the men in it (227) are identified as col-
ored. Initially, I thought African Americans must have been seg-
regated in this one township. The Polk book for 1931, however, 
shows all white men and no colored. Moreover, many of the 
same last names appear as do several individuals with the same 
first and last names, now thirty years older than they were in 
1901. When I checked some of the names in the U.S. census for 
1900, I found that they were all white men.1 Apparently the per-
son who compiled the 1901 “Enumeration of White and Col-
ored Males” book simply entered his information in the wrong 
column, and there were in fact no colored men over 21 in Polk 
Township at that time. 
 
Clearly Bloomington Township was more accepting of African 
Americans than others in Monroe County during this period. 
Bloomington in fact has a long history of African-American 
residents dating back to 1818, when two black men purchased 
lots in the new town, and the black population increased in the 
1860s through the 1880s when the first wave of freed slaves 
moved to northern states.2 The Showers Brothers Furniture 
business employed black as well as white men in the nineteenth 

and early twentieth centuries, and the first African American 
graduated from Indiana University in 1895. 
 
The period when the record books in the Research Library were 
kept, however, witnessed much white resistance toward blacks. 
A number of race riots (involving white men on some perceived 
provocation attacking African-American people, homes, and 
businesses) occurred in the Midwest in the early twentieth cen-
tury, including Evansville in 1903; Springfield, Ohio in 1904 and 
1906; Greensburg, Indiana in 1906; and Springfield, Illinois in 
1908. The “Red Summer” of 1919 witnessed 25 race riots in the 
U.S., including a major one in Chicago.3 During the “Great Mi-
gration” of 1910–1930, African Americans from the south 
moved to northern cities, including Indianapolis, and many 
whites became alarmed by growing black populations.4 The 
1920s saw the rise of the Ku Klux Klan in Indiana, to the point 
that by 1925, one in four native male residents of Monroe 
County belonged to the group.5 This climate of opinion proba-
bly explains why scrupulous records were kept of “colored” 
men in Monroe County in the first three decades of the twenti-
eth century, despite the fact that so few did reside there. In fact, 
such intense scrutiny of African-American residents may be one 
reason why so few did live in townships other than Blooming-
ton. The fact that the Klan opposed not only African Americans 
but all people other than white, Anglo-Saxon Protestants may 
also help explain why the Mexican, Haitian, Chinese, and Greek 
men were singled out in the 1925 and 1931 books. 
  
The twenty-one books enumerating white and colored men in 
various Monroe Country townships from 1901 to 1931 offer 
evidence of racial attitudes and populations during that period. 
Each book provides the name and age of each man listed (and 
sometimes other information as well) and can therefore be con-
sulted as a valuable source of information about individual resi-
dents during these years. 
__________ 
Notes 
 
1. I thank Lee Ehman for suggesting that I consult the census in 
Ancestry.com. 
2. “A Walk through Bloomington’s African-American History,” 
accessed at: https://Bloomington.in.gov/media//media/
application/pdf/5459.pdf. 
3. Wikipedia, “Chicago Race Riot of 1919,” accessed at: http://
en.wikipedia.org. 
4. Carolyn M. Brady, “Indianapolis at the Time of the Great 
Migration, 1900­–1920,” Black History News & Notes, no. 65 
(August 1996), accessed at: http://www.carolynbrady.com/
indymigration.html. 
5. Glenda Murray, “A Brief History of Monroe Coun-
ty” (Bloomington: Monroe County Historical Society, 2011), 7. 

     White and Colored Males Over 21 in Monroe County, 1901 to 1931 

mailto:mchccollection@gmail.com
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News from the Library 

genealogy@monroehistory.org 

Compiled by Penelope Mathiesen 

 

Monroe County Civil War Centennial Committee 
Organized in 1960 

By Penelope Mathiesen 

 

On 25 April 1960, a meeting was called by Monroe County 
Judge Nat Hill “at 7:30 p.m. in the courtroom on the third floor 
of the Courthouse” to “help plan the observance of the Civil 
War Centennial here.”1 “Twenty-four persons responded to the 
call,” including “representatives of Monroe County schools, 
patriotic organizations, and historical groups.” The purpose of 
the meeting “was to consider ways of observing the Civil War 
Centennial in Monroe County during the 1961–1965 period.”2 

  

The newly established Monroe County Civil War Centennial 
Committee met on 13 June 1960 to elect its first slate of officers: 
Henry Wahl,3 president; Dr. Ralph W. Taraba, vice-president; 
Frances M. Harding, secretary; and Charles Records, Jr., treasur-
er. Committees on military records, window displays, historical 
markers, old local newspapers, collections of letters, a Civil War 
drill team, a newspaper column on Civil War happenings, a 
speakers bureau, and publicity were formed.4 

 

Of particular interest to us is the genesis of a joint publishing 
project that involved our own Monroe County Historical Socie-
ty. At a meeting on 9 January 1961, the Civil War Centennial 
Committee discussed the costs of reproducing and selling Civil 
War diaries. They heard a report from the Monroe County His-
torical Society stating that “money up to $50 would be available 
for reproducing copies of diaries, letters, and manuscripts.”5  

 

On 13 February 1961, Dr. Ralph Taraba reported to the com-
mittee that he was “in the process of editing the Young Letters 
written by a soldier in the field to his wife,” and “Miss Catherine 
Trowel stated that the diary of Col. Jeff Scott [was] to be pub-
lished by the Monroe County Historical Society. She also report-
ed on the society’s letter to be sent to members and other inter-
ested persons for the purpose of raising funds to publish diaries, 
letters, and other manuscripts.”6 

 

The Civil War Centennial Committee met with the Monroe 
County Historical Society on 1 March 1961. Norris Wentworth, 
MCHS program director, explained the efforts of the two organ-

izations “to preserve heretofore unpublished Civil War materials 
and other relics.”7 

 

The official launch of Monroe County’s Civil War Centennial 
observance took place at an informal dinner meeting in the Indi-
ana University Union Building on 12 April 1961, the 100th anni-
versary of the Battle of Fort Sumter. This event reflected the 
combined efforts of the Monroe County Historical Society and 
the Monroe County Civil War Centennial Committee. It was 
“open to all persons interested in history, especially of the local 
type and the Civil War period.” As a feature of the program, the 
first number in the Historical Society’s publication series, a fac-
simile reprint of “The Underground Railroad in Monroe Coun-
ty” by Henry L. Smith, was distributed to subscribers. Copies 
were made available for purchase by other attendees.8 

As a part of the overall Civil War Centennial observations, the 
following diaries were published jointly by the Monroe County 
Historical Society and the Monroe County Civil War Centennial 
Commission: 

 Civil War Diary of James H. Hougland (1962) 

 The 1864 Diary of Lt-Col Jefferson K. Scott (1962) 

 Pvt. Henry F. Dillman (1962) 

Three more volumes of Civil War diaries and letters continued 
the MCHS’s publication series: 

 The Civil War Diary of Asberry C. Stephen (1973) 

 The Personal Letters of Captain Joseph Willis Young (1974) 

 Life and Letters of Pvt. Samuel T. Smith (1976) 

The MCHS’s publication series has grown to include many more 
items over the years, but it is interesting to note that all of these 
original volumes are still available in the History Center’s Re-
search Library and Museum Store. 

__________ 

Notes 

1. “Civil War Meeting Is Tonight,” item in unidentified Bloom-
ington newspaper, 25 April 1960. 
2. “Secretary’s Book for the Monroe County Civil War Commit-
tee,” compiled by Frances M. Harding, [1]. 
3. Henry Wahl remained a staunch member and supporter of 
MCHS until his death in 2008. 
4. “Secretary’s Book,” [4–5]. 
5. “Secretary’s Book,” [9]. 
6. “Secretary’s Book,” [10]. 
7. “Secretary’s Book,” [12]. 
8. “Secretary’s Book,” [13]; “Civil War Dinner Wednesday,” 
item in unidentified Bloomington newspaper, [April 1961]. Hen-
ry L. Smith was a nationally known educator and former dean of 
the IU School of Education. 
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Fran Wampler has a love for genealogy, which prompted her to volunteer in our Research Library--twice!  Fran has only 

been with us a short time this year, however, she volunteered in the library previously from 1987 to 2002 when it was 

known as the Genealogy Library. One of Fran’s current tasks is helping to laminate documents and papers to preserve 

them.  During her past volunteer position, she loved helping library visitors with their genealogy research and questions. 

 

Fran was born and raised in this area. She worked at GE for 26½ years while she raised her four children—one girl and 

three boys. When Fran retired from GE, she moved to Kentucky and lived with her son for a time 

but moved back to Bloomington in 2011.  

 

She has 12 grandchildren and 12 great grandchildren. All Fran’s children now live in different 

states but she talks with them on the phone daily.    

 

Thanks for your service to the History Center, Fran!   

   _______________________________ 

 

The Monroe County History Center owes its success to a dedicated corps of volunteers.  If you 

are interested in volunteering your time to conduct research, assist with programs and special 

events, greet our visitors, or a variety of other activities, please contact volunteer coordinator 

Martha Wainscott at 812.332.2517.   

  Watch for details about our Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon in April! 

Volunteer Spotlight: Fran Wampler 

 
 

 

• Materials pertaining to Fulwider Family collection including photographs of Monroe County's Court House, date un-

known; Fulwider family, date unknown; and Fulwider Lumber Company crew, October 1925; Books featuring Ed-

win Fulwider’s works include: line drawings,1993; The Big Paint-Out at Sunshine, 1997; bound book of artwork 

titled The Graphic Work of Edwin Fulwider: A Catalogue Raisonne, 2006. Gift of Robert W. Fulwider. 

 

•Christening gown, 1901; U.S. Navy dress uniform pants and wool cap, 1943; two silk souvenir pillowcases, WWII era. 

Gift of David Lemon. 

 

•Five pieces of various sizes from the Berlin Wall obtained a week after the fall of the wall, 1989. The cement pieces 

show evidence of paint remnants in blue, purple, and red. Gift of Virginia and Don Tyte. 

 

•Seabrook, New York designer white hat with depressed flat crown and curved 2.5" brim with gathered black netting at 

base, date unknown; Fabini New York designer tan wool hat with 2.5" brim and rounded crown adorned with or-

ange/brown/gold feather cluster, date unknown. Gift of Helen DeSawal. 

 

•Two photograph reprints of the Bloomington Fire and Police Departments, c. 1930s. Gift of Gary Atwood. 

 

•Program for Tri Kappa's Gay Nineties Revue, presenting "Only a Farmer’s Daughter," followed by The Famous 

"Merry Widow Waltz" Chorus, The Gas House Boys, and a dissertation entitled "Shall Women Take Up By-

Cycling?,” October 20 1939.  Gift of Steve Ferguson. 
 

New Items in the Collection 

Continued 
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RE-SALE FUNDRAISING  

SETS NEW RECORD!  
The annual Holiday Shop at the History Center again set a new record in sales of new or like-new holiday dec-

orations and gift items—over $3,800!! Thanks to all of you who so generously donated merchandise. And a 

special thanks to those volunteers who kept the shop stocked throughout the season.  

 

Did you realize that your donations to and support of that sale and the 2014 June garage sale extravaganza has 

earned over $80,000 for the History Center this year?  Thanks to all of you for supporting the ongoing work of 

the Monroe County History Center. 

 

NEXT GARAGE SALE: June 12-13, 2015 

We are now seeking and accepting donations for the June 2015 garage sale.  Items may be brought to the His-

tory Center Tuesday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Special arrangements also can be made to meet do-

nors at the sale site; pick-up of larger items also may be arranged in some cases. We accept almost everything 

in good condition. Exceptions include: outdated computers or TVs, mattresses, contemporary clothing, and 

non-working appliances. Each year we love to offer a special, major item. Do you have a car, boat, golf cart, 

or other big ticket item to donate??   Let us know!  Call the museum office, 812-332-2517, extension 2. 

Donations are tax deductible and benefit the Monroe County History Center.   

The 2014 sale earned nearly $80,000.  Let’s set a new record in 

2015!! 

 

MUSUEM STORE  

 

When you visit the History 

Center, stop by the Museum 

Store for a wide selection of 

Indiana history books, chil-

dren’s books and games, 

craft items, and gift items.   

The store is open Tuesday

–Saturday 10:00 am–4:00 

pm. 
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In conjunction with the Indiana Heritage Quilt Show held March 5 - 7, 2015 at the Bloomington Monroe 

County Convention Center and the Quilts of the Civil War exhibit at the History Center, we will be hosting a 

curator talk featuring Mary Jane Teeters-Eichacker, a curator from the Indiana State Museum and Historic 

Sites.  Mary Jane, who specializes in American history, textiles, and quilts, will offer a presentation called Log 

Cabins: Endless Possibilities that examines the log cabin quilt pattern, which dates from the 1860s. The 

presentation will be at 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, March 7, 2015 in the Deckard Education 

Room at the Monroe County History Center.   

 

Visit the MCHC website — www.monroehistory.org — for additional information as 

we get closer to March 7th. 

 

For more information about the 24th Annual Indiana Heritage Quilt Show at the 

Bloomington Monroe County Convention Center, visit www.ihqs.org   

Curator Talk:                                                
Log Cabins: Endless Possibilities 

Welcome Emily!  

The History Center is pleased to introduce Emily Borchardt as the new Research Library Manager. Emily began 

work at the Center on December 8, 2014. Emily is currently completing a dual MA/MLS degree in history and 

library science at Indiana University Bloomington.  She has a focus in U.S. History and is particularly interested in 

the history of public health in the nineteenth century. It has been her career goal to work at a historical society 

and she is excited about the experiences and challenges the Research Library at the Monroe County History Cen-

ter will provide.  

 

Emily is from Oshkosh, Wisconsin, and completed her undergraduate degree in history at Saint Xavier University 

in Chicago. She is currently engaged and plans to marry her fiancé, Ben, in October. She misses Wisconsin and 

Chicago, but greatly enjoys living and working in Bloomington.  

 

Emily came to the History Center as an intern in 2014 and has proven herself to be ex-

cellent staff member.  We welcome her to the History Center! 

 

If you would be interested in learning more about the Research Library and possibly 

volunteering, stop by or contact Emily at 812.332.2517 ex. 5. 

 


