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Parks/Bell/Wampler Cemetery
On a crisp, early
spring day,
March 22, 2015,
eight members of
the cemetery committee, plus an interested
guide, Debby Reed, went in search of the
Parks/Bell/Wampler Cemetery. Debby
Reed’s abstract indicates that the property
including the location of the cemetery was
purchased by Joseph and Esther Wampler
in 1831. They were relatives of the original
owner, John Griffith. John moved to
Monroe County in 1819. He established
one of the earliest grist/saw mills in the
county on Griffith Creek, probably the
present Griffey Creek. Lumber for the
first frame buildings in Bloomington may
have been sawed as his mill. John’s wife,
Esther, is the oldest burial in the cemetery,
which was first called the Wampler Buying
Grounds. Albert Parks purchased the
property in 1853 from a son of Joseph and
Esther. In his will, dated April 15, 1873,
Parks divided his property among his children, but preserved the ¾ acres that included the Wampler Burying Ground as a
cemetery.
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Current Exhibits

News from the Library

Also available at www.monroehistory.org

Community Voices Gallery:
The Monroe County History Center’s Community Voices
Gallery welcomes PALS, People & Animal Learning Services, Inc. PALS provides comprehensive individualized
therapeutic equine programs designed by professionals to
intentionally develop and restore functional skills, enhance
well-being and improve quality of life.
Opens: August date pending
Closes: November 27

Hill Gallery:
Fill’er Up Petrol: A Retrospect of Graham Motor Sales
The building on the southwest corner of 3rd and South
Walnut in Bloomington was originally built in 1923 as
Graham Motor Sales. Later, it became the Henry Ford
Model T assembly plant and showroom. People gathered
regularly on “the Ford Corner” to see the latest automobiles as they rolled off the assembly line.

Opens: September 13
Closes: November 1

Brown Gallery:
Water Woes: Monroe County’s
Issues with H2O
Lake Monroe has been our source of water and recreation for the past several decades. But, before the lake,
what did residents use as their source of water? This
exhibit examines the trials and tribulations, including
droughts and sanitation issues, that the county and the
city of Bloomington experienced before obtaining a reliable source of fresh water. It also explores the issue of
water conservation—a topic of great importance in
today’s world.
Opens: July 18
Closes: January 16,
2016

Rechtor Gallery:
Monroe County @ Work
All types of work have contributed to the growth and economic development of Monroe County and its communities
over the decades. Farming, flatboating, limestone and furniture industries, railroads, electronics and appliances, medical
instruments, education, and an emerging high technology
sector all have employed local residents and shaped
the nature of work
in the county. These
places of work also
have had significant
impacts nationally
and globally. This
exhibit is offered in conjunction with Indiana University’s
Themester program.
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genealogy@monroehistory.org
Compiled by Emily Borchardt and Penelope Mathiesen

United States Land Patents for Monroe County
The U.S. Land Office Patents Index, a new resource compiled by library volunteer Lee Ehman from the searchable online
database maintained by the U.S. Bureau of Land Management, contains all of the original sales of Monroe County land from
U.S. Land Offices during the 1800s. It augments the Research Library’s collection of land records and indexes to provide
more complete coverage of 19th-century land sales.
To access this database, go to: www.monroehistory.org and choose “Library Resources.” From the pull-down menu, click
on “Indexes and Resources” and select “U.S. Land Office Patents Index.” The database is organized alphabetically by name;
clicking on the accession number in the left-hand column next to the name activates a link to the U.S. Bureau of Land Management web site, where one can view the BLM record of the land sale and obtain a scanned copy of the actual document.
New resources in the Research Library

Opens: August 28
Closes: May 2016

The following items have been recently acquisitioned:

———— Education Room Exhibits ————

* Farm Life and Agricultural Epitomist. February 1915 to August 1916. Produced in Spencer, Indiana, and distributed to many
farm homes in the state. Gift from Lou Malcomb.

Hair art went out of fashion around 1925, but it was popular
for hundreds of years before that. People made wreaths,
rings, necklaces, and all sorts of items out of human hair.
Some pieces were made to memorialize someone who had
passed away; others were created for fun! Come see examples
of this intricate art. Several pieces are on loan from “Tony’s
Wild Hair Museum-Collection of Over 100 Antique Hair
Items,“ located in
French Lick, Indiana.

* Marquardt, Ron. A Collection of Short Research Articles and Stories about Incidents that Occurred on the Monon Railroad during the Early
Years of the 20th Century. 2015. Contains documents and photographs. Gift from Ron Marquardt.
* Marquardt, Ron. Five Men Killed in Tragic Wreck at Ellettsville, IN, March 19, 1912. 2015. Contains newspaper text and supporting documentation. Gift from Ron Marquardt.
* Marquardt, Ron. Information Regarding the Worley Bank Failure and the Worley Mansion. 2015. Contains documents and photographs pertaining to the Worley bank and mansion in Ellettsville, Indiana. Gift from Ron Marquardt.

Opens: August 21
Closes: November 15

* Marquardt, Ron. The Story of Lora Burton Rumbarger and the Gosport Railroad Bridge Postcard. 2015. Contains documents and
photographs. Gift from Ron Marquardt.

Friends of the Library
The Friends of the Library is marking its 50th anniversary!
2015 is a year of celebration — reflecting on the past and
planning for the future to keep
Monroe County Public Library
an outstanding community
asset for years to come.

* Pruitt, Alice M. Corlett and Whaley from England, Isle of Man, Mass., North Carolina, Georgia, Tennessee to Indiana. 2001. Gift from
Alice M. Pruitt.

Opens: September 1
Closes: October 10

* Pruitt, Alice M. The Whaley and Corlett Families of Wilkes Co. and Greene Co., Georgia; Williamson County, Tenn.; Monroe, Greene,
and Pike Co., Indiana. 2001. Gift from Alice M. Pruitt.
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From the President’s Desk

Rootsweb: A Rich Resource for Monroe County Genealogists
By Randi Richardson

Dear Members,

One of the richest online resources for Monroe County is the INMONROE Rootsweb list archives. The INMONROE, one of
many free lists hosted by Rootsweb, was established more than a decade ago. Since that time, items have been sent to the list every
day, 365 days a year. Although the bulk of the items come from newspapers, some dated as early as 1824, there are also items from
nearly every type of Monroe County resource including records from: deeds, marriages, civil court, military, births and deaths, funeral homes, census schedules, and commissioners. To date, more than 58,000 items are available in the INMONROE archives.

I hope all of you are enjoying summer even though we have had too much rain. In June, our annual Garage Sale
brought in over $75,000, exceeding our budget of $63,000. These funds are a large portion of our annual budget and
we could not pay all our staff members without them. The Garage Sale Fundraising Committee works year-round to
gather items for this event and there aren’t enough words to express our appreciation and thanks for their efforts.
Please continue to donate your items and spread the word to others who might have items of value to donate. Also, we
want to thank Joyce Poling and the estate of Ross Jennings for donating the automobiles for this year’s sale.

To access the INMONROE Rootsweb archive, follow these easy steps:
* Enter the URL: www.rootsweb.com
* Scroll down the page to the heading: Mailing Lists
* Select and click on the subheading: Archives Search
* Two tabs will appear; select and click on the Advanced tab
* Query boxes will appear; in the query box labeled List, type INMONROE
* In the query box labeled Body, type in the word or words of interest; use quotation marks around words to search for word
strings1
For the best results, an initial search should be very broad like that for a single keyword such as “Deckard” without the quotation
marks. The number of matches will appear on the far left of the screen on the second line below the query boxes. Because there
are more than 800 matches for Deckard, it is a good idea to narrow the search by adding a second keyword such as “Jacob.” Even
with the additional keyword, the matches may still number in the hundreds. In that case, try the keywords in quotation marks, i.e.,
“Jacob Deckard,” which will return results only when the two keywords appear together.
To view the results, click on the blue link to the right of a numbered item. This will open up the entire item sent to the list which
can then be copied and pasted into another document.

Coming up on September 13th, we will be hosting our Second Annual Hot Rod & Classic Car Show. We will have
expanded areas for vendors and entertainment as the city approved closing Sixth Street between Washington and Lincoln Streets for our event. Please plan to attend!
I will be missing from action for a short time starting July 17th, due to a shoulder replacement, but will be available by
email at davidmus49@gmail.com should anyone need to contact me.

Lastly, I want to remind everyone that we are still in the first year of our Strategic Plan and if you haven’t already volunteered to serve on a committee, please do so. We have some exciting and challenging goals to meet. Recommend a
friend or relative for membership, too!
Thanks to all of you for all you do!
Sincerely, Dave Musgrave, President

Calendar of Events

Searching for females can sometimes be frustrating. Often they appear in print only in conjunction with the name of their husband,
e.g., Mrs. Don Skirvin or Grandma Skirvin. Consequently, if a search for a female does not include the expected results, try searching by the husband’s name.
Although spelling variants are often included when a given name is difficult to read or the name appears with a nontraditional
spelling, it is a good idea to search for spelling variants. For example, Richardson may also appear as Richeson and Richison.
To subscribe to the INMONROE Rootsweb list, send an e-mail to: INMONROE-L-request@rootsweb.com. Put one word, Subscribe, in the subject line and in the body. Make sure there are no other words in the subject line or in the body. Confirmation of
the subscription will be sent in the form of a welcome letter. Subscribers are sent new items each day and can contribute to the list
should they so desire.
With these few tips, anyone seeking information about the families who peopled Monroe County in the early part of the century
and before is likely to experience a high level of success with the INMONROE. Other free resources are available online through
websites for the Monroe County History Center, the Monroe County Public Library, and the Indiana Genealogical Society.
____________________
Note

All events held at the History Center unless otherwise noted.

August






September

3rd, 9am-4pm , Enliven Your Exhibits, Indiana
Historical Society Workshop, pre-registration
8th, 11 am, Saturday’s Child, free and open to all
14th, 7pm, Friday Folk Series, admission charge
17th, 9am-4pm, Photo Workshop sponsored by
Indiana State Library
20th 4:30 pm, Board of Directors’ Meeting

1. In contrast with searches for keywords within the Body, keyword searches within the Subject return matches ONLY for those
few words noted in the subject line of a given e-mail, resulting in very few matches

4th, 3pm, Ambition in Motion Workshop, fee
11th, 3pm, Ambition in Motion Workshop, fee
12th, 11 am, Saturday’s Child, free and open to
all
 13th, 12pm-4pm. 2nd Annual Hot Rod & Classic
Car Show, free and open to all
 16th, 11am-2pm, Society of Indiana Pioneers
Luncheon
 17th, 4:30 pm, Board of Directors’ Meeting




The Cemetery Committee has designed a new t-shirt!
T-shirts may be purchased at the Monroe County History
Center for $15.00.
Front left side

Back
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Collections’ Corner
Welcome our new Collections Manager, Hilary Fleck
Hello everyone! I'm very excited to be the new Collections Manager and begin working with the dedicated
staff and wonderful community at the Monroe County History Center. I was born and raised in Jasper, IN and
have lived in Indiana all my life. I attended college at the University of Evansville (Go Aces!) and majored in
History and Art History. After four years of college I decided I still wasn't done learning and went to graduate
school at Indiana University. I graduated in May with my Master's degree in Art History with a focus on 19th
Century American Art.
Throughout my academic career, I have had several internships at local and community-focused museums,
and these experiences have helped foster a love for local history. I also have had the opportunity to work at the
Evansville Museum of Arts, History, and Science, the Reitz Home Museum, the Dubois County Museum, and
the Indiana University Art Museum. I love the constant opportunities to learn something new about local history that the MCHC provides — after all, you never know what or who will walk through the door! If you
have any questions about items in our collection or potential items that you would like to donate, please contact me by phone at 812-332-2517 ext. 6, or by email at collections@monroehistory.org

New Items in the Collection
Compiled by Hilary Fleck
Genealogical documents regarding the history of the Corlett and Whaley families who settled in various counties in
Georgia, Tennessee, and Indiana, including Monroe County. Gift of Alice Mercer Pruitt. 2015.019

Just as many IU buildings were adapted for military use during this period, the influenza epidemic necessitated the transformation
of various campus spaces in order to house the sick. For example, portions of the Student Building, including the Vesper room
and women’s gymnasium, were utilized as a hospital. Assembly Hall was also employed as a place to treat soldiers-in-training who
had become infected with influenza.15
“Section of the Hospital” in Assembly Hall, Arbutus
(1919), p. 31. From the collection of the Monroe County
History Center.

Towards the end of the epidemic, many grew tired of the anxiety and hype surrounding influenza. In a satirical column for the
Daily Student, Ecne R. Wail claims “it is getting quite popular and stylish to have the ‘flu,’ just as it was to have false angina in the
fall and the mumps several years ago.”16 Wail continues, “it is a sort of national fraternity…when people get in touch with ‘flu’
they are very likely to remark, and in the presence of listeners, ‘Well, I have the grippe.’ And some of them seem rather proud.”17
While this author finds humor in the situation, he also makes clear that the flu is no joke: “There is nothing funny about the ‘flu’
after one gets it and once is about often enough to have it.”18
The end of the epidemic in Bloomington was announced in an article published by the Bloomington Daily Telephone on 10 February
1920. According to the City Health Officer, Dr. Luzadder, “no new cases were reported…no deaths have taken place and the situation is such that there is no intention of closing the schools.”19 The Bloomington Telephone neatly summarized the impact of the
influenza pandemic by insisting that “the public should understand that 1918 will be known in history not only as the close of the
war, but as the year in which one of the greatest, if not the greatest scourges known in the world’s history occurred.”20
______________________
Notes

Four books authored by Ron Marquardt pertaining to Monroe County history and events. Gift of Ron Marquardt.
2015.020

1

Alfred W. Crosby, A merica’s Forgotten Pandemic: The Influenza of 1918 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003).
.“The Influenza Pandemic of 1918,” last modified February 2005, https://virus.stanford.edu/uda/.
3.
Donna Ray, History of Medicine in Monroe County (1994), 40.
4
“The Influenza Pandemic of 1918.”
5
Bloomington Daily Telephone, December 30, 1918.
6
Victor and Virginia Dixon, interview by Carol Darling, July 17, 1979, p. 26, Changing Times in Monroe County Oral History Project, Monroe County History Center Research Library, Bloomington, Indiana.
7
Dixon, 26.
8
Victor’s company, from Paoli, Indiana, served as the hospital company of the regiment.
9
Dixon, 27.
10
Ray, 41.
11
.Daily Student, January 17, 1919.
12
Daily Student, January 21, 1919.
13
“The Situation Not Bad Now,” Bloomington Daily Telephone, February 5, 1920.
14
Daily Student, January 21, 1919.
15
Arbutus (Bloomington: Indiana University, 1919), 30.
16
Ecne R. Wail, “The Second Table: Flu,” Daily Student, February 7, 1920.
17
Wail, February 7, 1920.
18
Wail, February 7, 1920.
19
“Flu at End Here—Luzadder.” Bloomington Daily Telephone, February 10, 1920.
20
Bloomington Telephone, January 3, 1919.
2

"Farm Life and Agricultural Epitomist" Newspapers, ranging between Feb. 1915- Aug. 1916. Gift of Lou Malcomb.
2015.021
Family Quilt given to Elfry S. Hunter (1874-1962) as a child. Elfry Hunter was born and lived most of his life in
Monroe County. Gift of Richard H. Hunter in memory of Elfry S. Hunter. 2015.022
Bow tie from Bloomington Sesquicentennial (1968), worn by Lawrence Patterson while working at Schmalz's Department Store. T-shirt of the Bloomington and Monroe County 175th Anniversary (1993). Gifts of Gerald Patterson. 2015.023
Two carriage blankets, portrait drawings of Jacob Miller, his son George Miller, and his sister, who is unnamed, and
a photographic family portrait with Eldon Miller identified. Gifts of Leah K. Massey in memorial of the Jacob
Miller family. 2015.024

Congratulations to Bob Hammel, History Center board member, on his
recent election to the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame!!
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Summer Camp in Review
The 1918 Influenza Pandemic in Bloomington

We are pleased to report that the History Center hosted another successful round of our Gayle Cook Junior Historian Program, which ended on 17 July. We welcomed dozens of excited children who pursued several history-based topics.

By Emily Borchardt

Lights, Camera, Action! Theater Camp had 14 dramatic campers. Together we created characters, explored make-up
techniques, designed costumes, learned about all the hard work done behind-the-scenes, and kept journals of our adventures.
The campers took field trips to the WTIU studios, IU Auditorium, and IU Theater.

The influenza epidemic of 1918, or “America’s Forgotten Pandemic” as historian Alfred W. Crosby labels it, has often been overshadowed by World War I in historic memory.1 Beginning in the autumn of 1918 and tapering off in the spring of 1919, this dangerous influenza strain killed more people worldwide than WWI. At a mortality rate of 2.5 percent, 28 percent of all Americans
were infected. According to Stanford University, this epidemic “was so severe that the average life span in the U.S. was depressed
by 10 years.”2 The first noted appearance of the “Spanish Influenza” in Indiana was 20 September 1918. According to Donna Ray,
during the worst month of the epidemic, October 1918, fifteen Monroe County citizens lost their lives to the flu and associated
complications like pneumonia.3 Overall, approximately 350,000 Hoosiers were infected by the “flu” and 10,000 perished during this
pandemic.4
For many Monroe County residents, the influenza epidemic of 1918 was a monumental event. According to the Bloomington Daily
Telephone, the “discussion of influenza is a personal matter because everybody has had, or is afraid they will have, it.”5 This was the
case for Virginia Dixon, who recalled her battle with the flu in a 1979 interview:

Let Your Garden Grow: Garden Camp had 8 green-thumb campers. Together we created 3D Dream Gardens, observed
garden worms and butterflies, planted fruits, flowers, and vegetables, made a recycled container garden, and kept a journal
recording the growth of each item. Field trips included visits to the Jordan Hall Greenhouse and the Wylie House Museum.
Monroe County and the World: World Cultures Camp had 11 enlightened campers. We learned about German printmaking and fairytales, Irish folk songs from the Civil War, Native American basket-weaving, the Hispanic Day of the Dead Celebration, the significance of masks in African cultures and lanterns in Asian cultures. Campers kept a journal of their “world
travels.” Our campers took a field trip to the Mathers Museum of World Cultures and the IU Art Museum.

My dad was the only one who didn’t have it—the flu. And he’d just go from bed to bed and give us our medicine. And I can recall I
was in bed with one of my older sisters and the doctor, my uncle, came to see me, and says ‘Well, now, Virginia, I think you’re able to
get up now.’ And I was limp! Just as limp! And I didn’t feel like getting up…that was interesting because flu was just the most debili
tating thing you could have. You couldn’t get over it. They didn’t have antibiotics and things like that, then. 6
Virginia, along with her mother and seven siblings, was infected with the flu in Noblesville, Indiana. Victor Dixon remembers the
impact of the flu on his regiment stationed in Houston, Texas, recalling, “the fresh recruits came in from Illinois and they weren’t
strong enough to withstand the flu and they just died like flies…they tried to take care of them in camp and every day you’d see the
wagons going by holding these boxes.”7 Only one or two soldiers in Victor’s regiment died from influenza.8 According to Victor,
his “group was very conditioned physically and warded off the disease.”9
While the flu had an evident impact on those who were infected, the fear surrounding the flu proved to be a weighty burden on all
Monroe County citizens’ lives. Between 9 October 1918 and 2 November 1919, the State Board of Health placed a flu ban on
Monroe County “closing all schools, churches, theatres and lodges.”10 During this period, articles in the Daily Student regularly referenced the university “Flu Ban,” which established additional guidelines for Indiana University students during the worst months
of the pandemic. Put in place by the Committee on Student Health, this ban “caused much grumbling and some inconvenience.”11
According to the Daily Student a “new influenza proclamation” given during
a university production of a popular play “nearly cause[d] a riot.”12 Even in
1920, after the worst of the epidemic had passed, there were still strict regulations limiting the movement of the student body. For example, out-oftown guests were unwelcome at IU functions and it was strongly recommended that “no student leave Bloomington on weekend visits.”13
“Flu Patients Hugging the Radiator,” Arbutus (1919), p. 32. From the collection
of the Monroe County History Center.

Evidence that flu regulations at IU were taken seriously includes a report that a professor, Dr. Senour from the English department, “was automatically struck from the payrolls” when he was “caught by Dean Wells, one evening…while the ‘flu’ ban was on,
walking down the street with a date.”14 It is quite possible that he was forgiven considering he appeared in the 1919 and 1920 Arbutus issues as a member of the English department faculty.

Visit the History Center’s Museum Store Today!
Are you looking for some interesting gifts? Books about local and state history? How about works of fiction
from some of the best Hoosier authors? Are you active in doing family history and genealogy? Maybe you
are looking for some great bargains in used and rare books to expand your library? Then, visit our Museum
Store. You will also find a wide selection of gift and craft items, children’s books and games, and local preserves. Visit us soon!
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Volunteer Spotlight
Delainey Bowers

A Great Garage Sale!
The 34th History Center Garage Sale was a great success, earning over $75,000 at the annual June event. A
huge “thank-you” goes to the many donors of merchandise - including two wonderful cars! - and to the approximately 45 volunteers who helped before, during, and after the sale in our 22,000 sq. ft. warehouse, for
which we send a big “thank you” to Cook Pharmica.
Our reputation for quantity and quality merchandise has spread. Many buyers came from out of town and
were repeat customers. The History Center can be proud of the sponsored event that (1) raises money for general operating expenses, (2) recycles good usable merchandise, and (3) promotes museum awareness and fellowship among so many volunteers, staff, and the general public.
Next Up: THE ANNUAL HOLIDAY SHOP
We are now accepting donated items for the annual Holiday Shop at the History Center. Please bring good
quality holiday decorations and like-new gift items any time. Gift-type donations may include jewelry, small
antiques, decorator items, new and used items like gloves, scarves, games, and puzzles. The holiday boutique
will open November 1 — only a few months away! — so we need donations before then. Re-gifting of those
never used or gently used items also is encouraged!
June 2016: THINKING AHEAD
We can accept donations for next year’s big June Garage Sale anytime since we can store items at the warehouse year-round. Call the History Center at 812.332.2517 ex. 2 to make arrangements for bringing donations
to the warehouse. Or, you may drop off smaller items at the History Center and we will transfer them to the
warehouse.
AGAIN, MANY THANKS TO OUR VOLUNTEERS!!
We especially wish to thank the entire Garage Sale crew for an outstanding year: our faithful winter committee augmented in the spring by an outstanding team of ladies and gentlemen who we hope come back for the
fun and excitement next June.

One of our outstanding volunteers this year is Delainey Bowers who works in our Research Library. Currently, she is
creating an online exhibit for an oral history project focusing on the displacement of people due to the construction of
Lake Monroe. Delainey has been a great asset to the Library in many areas during her time with us, including the completion of the Research Library’s general oral history collection page, which can be found online at:
https://mchcoralhistorycollection.wordpress.com/.
Delainey completed her Master’s degree in Library Science at Indiana University and her Bachelor’s degree at Appalachian State University in Boone, North Carolina. Her positions as Reference Librarian Assistant and Reference Reading Room Attendant at the Herman B Wells Library and as Collections Processor for University Archives have served
to make her a great asset to the History Center.
Delainey started her tenure at the History Center as a paid intern but has continued on as a volunteer. She is currently
looking for a paid position and will leave the History Center in the near future. We will be sorry to lose her, but wish
her the very best in her job search.
If you are interested in volunteering at the History Center, please contact Martha Wainscott at
mchcvolunteers@gmail.com or call 812.332.2517 ex. 7. We have an assortment of positions for which you may well
be qualified. Contact us today to discovery the excitement of local history!

An Anniversary Celebration at the Garage Sale
The Monroe County History Center Annual Garage Sale
is not the usual place to celebrate a 25th Wedding Anniversary. But, this year the Farley anniversary was two
days before the big sale. Lu and Evert Farley have been
volunteering for three years and the sale and their anniversary have never been this close. The Garage Sale volunteers helped Lu and Evert celebrate their special day
by providing lunch, cookies, cake, and flowers.
Lu said “Volunteering for the garage sale has been the
best part of retirement. I look forward to the April and
May days of seeing the kind and loving volunteers from
the last few years and seeing all of the new items that
have come in for this years sale. If you want to help a
great cause and have fun working and playing, come join
the Monroe County History Center! I sincerely thank
everyone involved with making our anniversary extra
special.”

