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On Thursday, November 9, thirty-five 
members and guests celebrated the         
installation of the Founders’ Endowment 
bricks at the Monroe 
County History Center. 
Rachel Peden McCarty, 
president of the Board of 
Trustees, opened the    
ceremony at 5:30 p.m.  
Board Treasurer Dave  
Musgrave and Managing 
Director Jill Lesh read the 
names of the donors and 
the inscription on each 
new brick in the Monroe 
County History Path.    
Rachel cut the gold ribbon, 
and everyone adjourned to 
the Deckard Education 
Room for desserts and 
drinks. 

The Founders’ Endowment is an ongoing 
pledge campaign to raise two million      
dollars for the Monroe County Historical 

Society. Donations of any 
amount contribute to an 
endowment fund to     
support improvements to 
the History Center,     
upgrades to exhibits, and 
the preservation of the 
collection. Gifts of $500 
or more entitle the donor 
to an engraved brick in 
the Monroe County    
History Path. Thank you 
for your generous support 
in the past and in the   
future. 

Top: The ceremonial ribbon for the dedication.  
Bottom: Members and guests at the ceremony celebrating the installation of the Founders’         
Endowment bricks in the Monroe County History Path at the Washington Street entrance of the 
Monroe County History Center.  

 



MCHS Purpose Statement 
The purpose of MCHS shall be to 
collect, preserve, research, interpret 
and exhibit the genealogy, history 
and artifacts of Monroe County, 
Indiana, as well as research and 
interpret the relation of that county’s 
genealogy, history, and artifacts to 
the State of Indiana and the United 
States, and thereby to foster a deeper 
understanding and appreciation of 
Monroe County’s history, culture, 
and natural environment by all.   
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General Board Meeting 
2nd Thursday of the month, 4 pm 
(December meeting will be on the 7th) 
 
Civil War Roundtable Meetings 
2nd Tuesday of each month from  
September—June from 7:00– 8:30 pm.  
For more information, please contact  
John Crosby at 339-2572. 
 
3rd Thursday Series 
Every 3rd Thursday of the month a free 
lecture or tour is held. Most programs are 
held at 7pm. No event in December.  
 
December 
FRI     1    ArtisTree Exhibit & Silent 
    Auction: Gallery Walk 5-7pm; 
    Final Bid at 6:30pm 
THU   7    Volunteer Appreciation Dinner:  
    5:15pm, RSVP by 12-5-06, 
TUE   12   Civil War Roundtable:  
    First Annual Dinner Celebration 
    7pm, call for details 
 
January 
WED   3    Genie Group: 10am 
TUE    9    Civil War Roundtable: A Naval 
    Adventure of the Civil War, 
    7pm w/ David Wiley 
THU   18   3rd Thursday: World War II 
     and Ordinary Americans, 7pm 
     w/ James Madison 
SAT    27   Taste Monroe County’s     
     Chocolicious Past;  
     free admission w/ living-history 
     activities in museum, 1-4pm 
 
February 
TUE   13   Civil War Roundtable: River 
     Journey—1859, 7pm 
     w/ Deborah Cronin 
THU   15   3rd Thursday: The Caribbean 
     Origins of Chocolate Soul, 7pm 
     w/ Amy Thompson 
MON  26   Annual Benefit Auction: Doors 
     open, registration and food 
     available at 5pm; auction 
     begins at 6pm 
WED  28    IU Lifelong Learning course: 
     Lincoln’s Indiana Years, 7pm 
     w/ Keith Erekson; continues on 
     Mar. 7 & 21 call 855-5108 to 
     register 

Events Schedule 

“Two Centuries of Chairs”  
Opens: October 17 
Closes: February 17 
More than seventy unique 
chairs from the History 
Center’s permanent col-
lection or loaned by com-
munity members will de-
light museum guests.  
Interesting pieces include 
an arm chair upholstered 
in 10 different fabrics by 
local designer Robert Har-
man, a “prie dieu” for ei-
ther kneeling or sitting, and authentic Shaker 
chairs.  The notorious “Bobby Knight” chair is 
even on display to the public for the first time. 
  
“O, Come, Let Us Adore Him:  
Crèches from Around the World” 
Opens: November 1 
Closes: January 6 
JoAnn Dodd and Anne 
Honeycutt have collected 
nativity scenes from 
many cultures. The col-
lections of these two 
community members are 
featured in this special 
exhibit. The exhibit spot-
lights 100 of their favor-
ite crèches collected over 
the past forty years.  
 
“Lights! Camera! Action! MoCo Goes 
Hollywood” 
Opens: January 16 
Closes: March 28 
Come play with blue screen technology and see 
a real Oscar. Find out about Charlie Chaplin and 
the Harris Grand Theater. We hope you will 
enjoy this upcoming exhibit. See page 4 for 
more information.  
 
Future Exhibits: 
 
“Come to the Fair: Ribbon-Winning Quilts” 
Opens: February 27 Closes: May 26 
 
“After The Harvest: A Photography Exhibit” 
Opens: April 3  Closes: April 28 
 
“Unique Wooden Items” 
Opens: May 8  Closes: September 
 
 

Exhibit Schedule Monroe County 
History Center  

Above: The Coach 
Bob Knight chair.  

Above: Batik textile 
from Guinea.  
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Update from the Managing Director 

Student Interns & Volunteers 
We have five interns from Indiana University this semester.  
A sampling of their many contributions follows. Ashley 
Brown, journalism and history major, prepared           
documentation for the new “Pre-Columbian Tools”     
mini-exhibit. Sara Downey, sociology major, researched 
grant sources for audio-tours. Caitlin Fitzsimons,        
management major, assisted with the ArtisTree silent    
auction.  Jamie Minick, a major in public finance        
management, assisted Cindy DeFries in the office. Peter 
Holzman, management major, analyzed grant sources. 
 
Two groups of Indiana University students had projects. A 
group of eight students in James Farmer’s Leisure     
Program Development Class planned,      
decorated, and staffed the opening reception for 
ArtisTree.   Benjamin Schulz’s entire       
Creativity in Marketing Class of twenty     
students studied how the museum could reach 
various demographic groups. 
 
Tim Budnick and Evgueni Alexeev are       
students at Bloomington North High School.  
They donate two to three hours of community 

service a week, doing everything from watering the       
exterior plants to preparing envelopes for mailings. 
 
Auction Items Needed 
As Gayle Cook says, “Think Winter Auction.” You may 
bring in items for the February 26th auction at any time. 
(see newsletter insert) 
 
Help Us Find Historic Chocolate Recipes 
On Saturday, January 27, the History Center will host “The 
History of Chocolate,” a free event for guests to explore the 
museum and sample chocolate desserts from Monroe 
County’s past. (see p. 4) We need your help finding       
historic chocolate dessert recipes. Does anyone have Clara 

Kinsey’s fudge recipe? 
 
Families will especially enjoy interacting 
with Carol Wise and Carol Darling as they 
give first-person interpretations as a     
grandmother and a school teacher of the 
1880s in the museum cabin and one-room 
school. 
 
 

 

ArtisTree, the Silent Auction 
and fundraiser benefiting the 
History Center, concluded on 
Dec. 1st with the downtown art 
Gallery Walk. The Center’s    
past Festival of Wreaths was  
replaced by ArtisTree. The main 
focus of ArtisTree was to     
celebrate the holidays and the beauty of trees. Over the 
course of a month, ArtisTree bidders could come in during 
regular History Center hours and place their bids on various 
pieces of art. 
 
Local artists contributed tree-themed artwork in a range of 
media including: oil paintings, acrylics, photography,    
jewelry, woodcarving, and watercolors. During the opening 
reception, members of the community had the opportunity 
to meet the contributing artists for the event. ArtisTree was 
a huge success for the History Center relying on the dedica-
tion and support from members of the community. 
 

ArtisTree 

 
 

By Caitlin Fitzsimons 

Top: Board member Sue Shelden and artist Bonnie Sklarski. 
Above: Member Scott Wissink enjoying refreshments with artist 
Anne Van de Sande and her husband Ed.  

Special thanks to the following people, without whom 
ArtisTree couldn’t have succeeded: 
• The gracious and talented artists 
• Mark Lesh (Jill’s graphic artist son) for the     

terrific ArtisTree logo. 
• The staff of the MCHC, as always & especially 

Lisa Simmons & her student intern Caitlin 
Fitzsimons who oversaw the endless details for 
the benefit and made it all work. 

                -Event co-chairs Sue Shelden 
                & Jamee Wissink 
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“Lights! Camera! Action! MoCo goes Hollywood!” is 
the title of an upcoming exhibit starting January 16, 
2007. In it, we will explore all our local connections to 
Hollywood and the movie-making process. You can 
help! 
 
We are looking for any items that you might have      
collected through the years about Hollywood or any of 
its stars. Do you have any photos from when Breaking 
Away was filmed here? Or do you have some         

paparazzi snapshots of stars from your vacations in Los 
Angeles? If so, we would love to hear about it. 
 

 If you have any items or photos, or know of any       
Hollywood memorabilia collectors, please contact  
Jamee Wissink at 339-1851 or email her at 
j_wissink@yahoo.com. You may also bring your items to 

the History Center. We would like to know what you 
have right away in order to better plan the exhibit.   

“Lights! Camera! Action! 
MoCo Goes Hollywood” 
 
 
 
 

By Jamee Wissink 

As part of the week-long festivities that lead up to the 
popular community “Chocolatefest,” the History Center 
will hold “The History of Chocolate: Taste Monroe 
County’s Chocolicious Past” on Saturday, Jan. 27, 
2007. It will be held from 1pm-4pm and is free to 
the public. 
 
This special event will explore the      
exciting history of chocolate, beginning 
with the first chocolatiers, the Mayans, 
up to current times. Guests may sample 
historic chocolate desserts from Monroe 
County including Morris Binkley’s campaign fudge 

and the popular 1970s Tao Restaurant’s 
Coffee Toffee Pie. The kids corner will 

have fun activities for children to learn more 
about how chocolate is made and fun facts about this 

sweet treat. 
 
Guests will be enticed into the Cook Gallery for 1880s 

living-history interpretations by Carol Wise and Carol 
Darling in the cabin and one-room school. 
                                                                                                  
For more information, or to loan an item, contact 
the History Center or visit the Week of Chocolate 

website at www.weekofchocolate.com. 

Chocolicious: Upcoming “Week of Chocolate” Event 
 
 
 
 

By Ashley Brown  

Take time during the holidays to enjoy 100 nativity scenes 
from the collections of Monroe County residents JoAnn 
Dodd and Anne Honeycutt. The “O, Come, Let Us 
Adore Him” exhibit will run through Saturday, 
January 6. The nativities are from more than 50 
countries, including Germany, China,         
Denmark, Peru, Italy, and Mexico. Six Native 
American tribes are also represented. 
 
In English, these Christmas stable scenes are    
referred to as nativities or crèches. They are called 

nacimientos in Spanish; crèches in French, krippen in   
German; and presépios in Italian. Each culture has 

added new dimensions to the essential elements of 
Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus. 

 
JoAnn and Anne are both members of the   
national Friends of the Crèche Society and 
have been collecting nativities for the past 40 

years. They share this hobby as long-time 
friends and often search for unique nativities   

together. 

“O, Come, Let Us Adore Him: 
Crèches From Around the World” 
 
 
 
 

By Jill Lesh 
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On my first day as an intern at the Monroe County History 
Center, I was given my first assignment: to create a display 
of Paleolithic stone tools. When Lisa Simmons, the educa-
tion coordinator, was explaining the project to me, she 
threw around jargon like bifurcation and Clovis point. My 
face went blank and I gave her a puzzled stare. Lisa must 
have noticed my confusion because she handed me a thick 
textbook and told me to start studying up on the useful vo-
cabulary for this project. 
 
Being thrown into a project with an unfamiliar topic is both 
nerve-racking and fun. I skimmed through stacks of anthro-
pology books and searched the internet for useful informa-
tion. I took notes, created vocabulary lists, and asked ques-
tions. Learning about Paleolithic stone tools gave me the 
opportunity to explore an aspect of history of which I knew 
very little. As a journalism and history major at Indiana 
University, it is part of my daily 
routine to investigate new sub-
jects. Whether I am writing an 
article for a journalism class or a 
research paper for my history 
seminar, I am always gathering 
new information, processing the 
information so I can understand it, 
and turning it into a readable and 
enjoyable piece of original work. 
 
The first step for any project is 
gathering information. I used the 
internet for some preliminary re-
search but most of my data came from books and pam-
phlets on early Native American culture. It is amazing the 
breadth of research that anthropologists, archaeologists, 
and historians have dedicated their lives to collecting.   
These individuals are constantly adding to the richness of 
our history by documenting information about past people, 
events, and objects. 
 
After collecting information from a variety of sources, I 
took a more in depth look at the stone tools that are part of 
the Monroe County History Center’s permanent collection 
and the tools that are generously on loan from Kevin and 
Sandra Ferguson.  The third floor of the History Center is 
the home to thousands of Monroe County artifacts. Erica 
Kendall, the collections assistant, showed me where the 
stone tools were kept and helped me pick out the tools that 
would be most useful for the display. Erica taught me how 

to properly handle the artifacts by wearing white gloves 
when touching an object, and storing all projectile points in 
archival foam. 
 
Through this project, I was given greater insight into the 
inner workings of a museum. Not only is the handling of 
the artifact important, but the proper documentation of that 
artifact is equally as imperative.  Erica showed me how to 
accurately write a label for each artifact. Each label states 
the name of the object, its time period, size, and who do-
nated or loaned it.  The stuffed animals require more infor-
mation. The Department of Natural Resources insists that a 
write-up accompany the stuffed bobcat and pheasant, 
which includes their genus name, a short description of the 
animal, and who they were donated by.  After learning 
these procedures, I came to realize the extreme precision 
and care that is taken to ensure the quality and authenticity 

of a museum of any size. 
 
Once I completed my research 
and decided what tools I would 
use, I began to write my labels. 
The challenge of writing labels is 
to make the material understand-
able and interesting. After the 
labels were completed and edited 
for factual and grammatical mis-
takes, it was time to set-up the 
display. I had to choose fabrics, 
mat my labels, and position the 
tools in the display case. The in-

stallation of the display took nearly two full days before the 
final product was unveiled. The whole creation process was 
exciting, and seeing the finished product made the hard 
work worthwhile. 
 
The most surprising aspect of this entire process was the 
amount of time it took to create the small exhibit. In order 
to make a display that is interesting and educational for 
viewers, it takes a lot of time for careful planning and 
preparation. My small exhibit, which encompasses one 
glass case, took nearly a month to create. Looking back on 
how the process started with complete confusion, it was 
neat to see how much I learned not only about stone tools, 
but also about designing displays for the Monroe County 
History Center.  This project was both intellectually stimu-
lating and a lot of fun to create. I hope you enjoy looking at 
the exhibit, as much as I enjoyed creating it! 

From Research to Set-up: 
An Intern’s Story on Creating an Exhibit  
 
 
 
 

By Ashley Brown  

                                                                                                   

Above: A glimpse inside the exhibit’s case. 
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Gordon & Anderson Oil Co.: 
History of a Bloomington Business   

 
 

By Penelope Mathiesen 

The Gordon & Anderson Oil Co. records in the Genealogy 
Library provide a picture of business life on 
Bloomington’s South Walnut St. at mid-twentieth century. 
Early documents chart the company’s beginnings: Gordon 
& Anderson filed Articles of Incorporation with Indiana’s 
Secretary of State on 9 January 1936. Its Paid in Capital 
Affidavit stated a starting sum of $500. Stock certificate 
no. 2 was issued to Lena Anderson, a founding director 
along with Clifford Anderson, Harry C. Gordon, and 
Hildred E. Gordon. 
 
Before incorporating as Gordon & Anderson Oil Co., 
partners Clifford Anderson and Harry Gordon did business 
as the Gordon Oil Co., operating a service station listed at 
1208 S. Walnut in the 1931–32 Bloomington city 
directory. Harry C. Gordon, listed as manager, gave 
Bedford as his place of residence. Clifford Anderson also 
lived in Bedford at this time, but both partners later moved 
to Bloomington. The 1934–35 directory shows Clifford 
residing with his wife, Lena, at 1303 S. Walnut. The block 
was residential except for the Kroger store across the 
street. Harry and Hildred Gordon lived nearby at 1407 S. 

Washington. Gordon Oil Co. maintained service stations at 
1208 S. Walnut (the Log Cabin, Mitchell, and Leonard 
service stations were in the same block) and at 312 W. 4th. 
 
The name “Gordon & Anderson Oil Co. Inc.” appears for 
the first time in the 1936–37 directory, with an address at 
928 S. Walnut. Clifford and Lena Anderson are still living 
at 1303 S. Walnut. The Gordons are absent from this 
directory. According to company records, Harry and 
Hildred Gordon resigned from the board of directors at a 
meeting of the stockholders on 14 February 1936 (five days 
after incorporation), and their shares were assigned to 
Ralph Rogers. They reappear in 1938, operating a service 
station at 1208 S. Walnut and living at 724 S. Park, then 
disappear for good, although 1208 S. Walnut remained a 
service station under other names for many years. 
 
The Andersons resided at 1303 S. Walnut until the early 
1950s, when they moved to Rose Avenue. According to 
their obituaries in the Bloomington Herald-Telephone, 
Bedford native Clifford (Pete) Anderson, 64, died on 7 
March 1962 “in his car which was parked in the 1400 block 

of S. Walnut. Death was 
attributed to a heart attack.” 
Lena A. (Buss) Anderson, 
73, born in North Dakota, 
died at Bloomington 
Hospital on 7 September 
1968. Both were buried in 
Mt. Pleasant Cemetery in 
Bedford. 

 



Of particular interest among the company’s pa-
pers is a letter to Gordon & Anderson from the 
Bedford freight offices of the Monon Route (the 
Chicago, Indianapolis & Louisville Railway), 
dated 28 February 1936, discussing the lease of 
space at Bloomington’s McDoel switchyards for 
installation of a bulk oil storage tank. Accompa-
nying the letter is a McDoel site plan dated 3–7–
31. Gordon & Co.’s lease is shown west of Wal-
nut, between the Wye Track and the Monon 
Driveway. Also shown are Kenney Coal & Ice 
Co. and Mutual Oolitic Stone Co. Mill. Accord-
ing to the 1931–32 directory, Mutual Oolitic was 
on the west side of Walnut, south of Vermilya, 
placing the McDoel lease just a few blocks from 
where the Andersons lived. 
 
Other real estate transactions involved the Semi-
nary Lots—large tracts of land south of Bloom-
ington’s Seminary Square. A document from 24 
June 1936 pertains to Lowe’s Subdivision of 
Seminary Lot 64 (40 x 40 rods, or 10 acres). The 
plat purchased by “Anderson,” a 4 x 8 rod por-
tion of Lowe’s Lot 20, was on the northwest cor-
ner of Walnut and Allen and corresponds to the 
company’s 928 S. Walnut address. On 30 Decem-
ber 1946, the company purchased a part of Seminary 
Lot 65 (south of Lot 64) called the Warehouse lot. This 
property was located on the north side of Hillside about a 
block west of Walnut. On 14 October 1958, Gordon & 
Anderson bought a part of Lowe’s Lot 19, north of Lot 20, 
in Seminary Lot 64. 
 
Gordon & Anderson maintained its address at 928 S. Walnut 
from 1936 to 1962. A second station is listed at 312 (later, 300) 
W. 4th from 1934 to 1960. In the 1963 directory, the year follow-
ing Clifford Anderson’s death, there is no listing for Gordon & 
Anderson. A Chambers Oil Co. station occupies 928 S. Walnut, and 
300 W. 4th is now a city parking lot. 
 
On 22 December 1969, the year after Lena’s death, Gordon & Ander-
son’s board of directors met to discuss dissolving the corporation, “since it 
is no longer engaged in the specific purposes and business activities for 
which it was originally incorporated.” Dissolution did not occur, however, 
until 23 February 1987, 51 years after incorporation in 1936. 
 
Most of the addresses related to the company were located along a short stretch 
of S. Walnut from Allen to Vermilya: the office and station at 928 S. Walnut, 
the Anderson home at 1303 S. Walnut, the Warehouse lot, and the McDoel lease. 
The railroad tracks running parallel to Walnut provided a vital transportation link, 
and a residential area was close at hand. For the Andersons, business and home 
life took place within a compact area. Clifford Anderson died here, too, not far 
from where he lived and worked for many years. 
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Opposite Page: McDoel site plan, 
dated 3–7–31 in lower right-hand cor-
ner, showing Gordon & Co. lease west 
of Walnut (between Wye Track and 
Monon Driveway), Kenney Coal & Ice 
Co., and Mutual Oolitic Stone Co. Mill. 
 
Left: Advertisement from Polk’s 
Bloomington City Directory, 1950. 
 
Below: Map showing locations along S. 
Walnut related to Gordon & Anderson 
Oil Co.: (1) 928 S. Walnut (office and 
station on Lowe’s Lot 20, Seminary Lot 
64); (2) 1303 S. Walnut (Anderson 
home); (3) Hillside west of S. Walnut 
(Warehouse lot on Seminary Lot 65); 
and (4) McDoel switchyards, west of 
Walnut and south of Vermilya (Gordon 
& Anderson oil storage lease site). 
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Our Volunteers: Mary Lee Deckard 
By Jill Lesh 

Twenty-five years ago, Mary Lee 
Deckard began volunteering in the 
Museum Store. In 1981, Mary Lee 
and Kathy McFall had a tiny shop 
located just inside the entrance to the 
main gallery. “I had never done any 
store work before, but the challenge 
of stocking a store has always        
interested me,” says Mary Lee.  
 
Mary Lee and Kathy now manage a 
fully stocked 600 sq. foot store on the 
main floor of the new building. Mary 
Lee says, “One of the best ways to 
find merchandise is to see what other 
museum stores sell. Wherever I travel, 
I try to visit a  museum. I’m pleased 
that we carry inexpensive items for 
children including lots of small toys 
that make great stocking stuffers.” 
 
Local and Indiana related books are big sellers in the store. 
The newest fast-selling book is Echoes from One-Room 
Schools. The most expensive item in the store is a $60   
reprint of the 1884 book, Counties of Morgan, Monroe, & 
Brown. 

We often see Mary Lee in the store 
at the end of the day, checking the 
stock and making sure that        
everything is beautifully displayed. 
On Mondays, she volunteers with 
the Collections and Exhibits         
Committee as she has done since 
the committee’s inception. 
 
Mary Lee is married to Norman 
Deckard, and they have a son and 
two daughters. She enjoys         
attending her grandchildren’s 
events, reading, and going to   
bluegrass concerts. Mary Lee’s 
family supports her volunteer 
work, and her grandchildren love 
to come to “Nana’s Store.” 

 

Above: Mary Lee arranges ornaments in the store.  

Great Holiday Gifts  

 

Remember the Museum Store for your holiday shopping. 
We have lots of new and exciting holiday merchandise 
along with our usual excellent offering of state and      
locally-made items, Indiana-related books, pottery, orna-
ments and toys. And don’t forget our popular used book 
wagon—it’s packed with great reads! 

Above: Some of the great gifts available at the Museum Store.   
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The following item from the Bloomington Telephone (30 
December 1887) reports on Christmas activities in Hindu-
stan (as it is known today), a small community north of 
Bloomington in Monroe County: 
 
HINDUSTAN 
Christmas holidays are passing pleasantly among the vil-
lagers of ’Doustan. The most successful evening so far was 
the entertainment the other evening at the Christian church 
when the annual Christmas festival and Christmas basket 
supper was given. No one but some unreasoning “old fogy” 
could object to the manner in which these profitable and 
intellectual Christmas entertainments are conducted. Every 
thing done is farely [sic] done, and with an eye signally and 
singly fastened on the glory of God, as is well befitting the 
solumn [sic] and sacred sanctuary of the Almighty. Of 
course, in a world whose every consituent [sic] element 
and domain is wrapped in or [sic?] insolvable mystery, 
there must needs be now and then, a singular manifestation 
of the mystery of mischance or co-incidence on such occa-
sions. 
 
The most novel and interesting exhibition of the peculiar 
law of haphazard (or chance) in connection with our late 
festival is the good luck attending our fellowtownsman D. 
B. Blanam, in securing, by mere good guessing, the basket 
of viands most anxiously watched by the merry-makers. 
Mr. Blanam, singular as it may appear, has succeeded, I am 
told in selecting the basket prepared by Mrs. Margaret 

Robinson each year successfully for three years. One’s sur-
prise is emphasised when one remembers the rules govern-
ing the drawing, viz.: each “gent.” draws a number, the 
basket containing the corresponding number is then hunted 
out and when found the party drawing the number and the 
lady who has prepared the meal (for two) in the basket sit 
down in some nook or corner and, with devoute [sic] 
thanks to God for His protecting call during the closing 
year, and for the bountiful spead [sic] as well, together eat 
the tempting repast. 
 
In the present instance Mr. David Hubbard presided over 
the drawing so that there could be no ground for suspecting 
unfairness or favoritism. Mr. Branam being, as usual, first 
to make selection, chose (at random I suppose) “No 7” 
shouted out the busy and pains-taking umpire, when lo, and 
behold, for the third time, the regular annual answer was 
shouted out again, when it was found whose basket bore a 
similar number, “Maggie E. Robinson.” The startled 
though pleased audience almost tore the old church down 
by their applause, &c, &c, seeing it was the third annual 
happening of the kind, and done so fairly, too. All went 
away wondering at the mysteries so often surrounding the 
scriptural number seven. The proceeds netted $4.33. 

Christmas Holidays in Hindustan, 1887 

 
 

By Penny Mathiesen  

Below: The Farr family in front of their Hindustan home, c. 
1890s. Portion of 1992.082.0019. Donated by the Monroe 
County Public Library. 



Page 10 Monroe County  H istor ian Dec.  2006 

News from the Library 

Sanborn Fire Insurance Map 
The Genealogy Library has received a copy of the 1927 
Insurance Map of Bloomington, Indiana, produced by the 
Sanborn Map Company of Chicago. It has the original 
color-coded illustrations. The Sanborn fire insurance maps 
were designed to provide detailed information on 
structures, such as their purpose (filling station, Masonic 
temple), construction materials (steel beams, wood, 
plaster), heating and lighting sources (steam, electric), 
proximity of neighboring structures, and street layout. 
Although the maps were prepared for the fire insurance 
industry, they are now useful for any person or 
organization concerned with the physical makeup and 
development of cities and towns. They are noted for 
providing an accurate and detailed building and 
construction record for the years they cover. 
 
New in the Library 
A history of the Myers family of Monroe County, Indiana, 
compiled by Bert A. Thompson and Ronald M. Weddle, 
has been donated by Mr. Thompson. It contains 
information about several other pioneer families of Monroe 
County who are allied with this Myers line, and it is 
indexed. The book will be shelved in the Genealogy 
Library, and copies are available for purchase in the 
Museum Store. 
 
“Ralph Rogers,” by Gus Sieboldt, has been donated by Sue 
Sieboldt. This account of a well-known businessman and 
community figure is available in the Genealogy Library’s 
vertical files under “Rogers, Ralph.” 
 
“A History of Hoosier Acres,” by James M. Diehl, has 
been donated by the author. Published in 2006 by the 
Hoosier Acres Neighborhood Association, it describes the 
history of the East Third Street neighborhood. The land, 
once a farm, also saw use as a summer home for the Gentry 
family and a winter home for the Gentry circus animals. 
The “1st Addition” of Hoosier Acres was established in 
1953. The booklet includes photographs of the original 
buildings on the property, as well as plats and aerial views. 
Those who helped with the project include Betty Yoder, 
David Waterman, and other members of the Hoosier Acres 
Neighborhood Association, Liz Knapp from our Genealogy 
Library, and several city, county, and state agencies. The 
booklet is in the library’s vertical files under “Buildings—
General Information.” 
 

New Volunteers 
Two new volunteers in the library, Amy Gregor and Wanda 
Galiani, are working on the Community Files. Their 
assistance is much appreciated. If you’d like to help in the 
library, we are looking for volunteers to do a large indexing 
project. Training will be provided. Please contact Liz 
Knapp, Genealogy Library Director (332-2517; e-mail: 
genealogy@monroehistory.org). 
 
Monroe County 184th Birthday Party Photo 
Now Available 
A photograph of descendants of early Monroe County 
settlers was taken on 6 April 2002 at the Monroe County 
184th Birthday Party, organized by the Monroe County 
Historical Society. The photograph is now on display at the 
Monroe County History Center in the hallway near the 
entrance to the Genealogy Library. If you were included in 
the picture or would simply like to have one as a keepsake, 
copies may be ordered from Photo Video & Digital 
Solutions at 115 N. Madison in Bloomington (phone: 812-
333-1212). The price is based on the size requested. 

Do You Have These Qualifications? 
 
• interest in history or genealogy 
• like to help others 
• trustworthy 
• like to organize items 
• not afraid to get your hands dirty 
• like being a detective 
• able to type or use a computer 

 
If you have one or more of these 

qualifications, stop in the library and let us 
know when you are available. 

Training is provided. 
 

For more information contact: 
Liz Knapp, Genealogy Library Director 

355-5588, genealogy@monroehistory.org 

We need to haunt the house of history and listen anew to the ancestors' wisdom. 
-Maya Angelou 



Monroe County Schools Book Available 
Echoes of One-Room Schools, Monroe County, Indiana, 
put together by the Monroe County Retired Teachers, is 
now available in the Monroe County History Center’s 
Museum Store. The book is organized by township. It 
includes histories of each township and school, 
photographs, maps, and a preface by Helen Sturbaum. 
 
Wabash County Museum Now Open 
The Wabash County Historical Museum held its grand 
opening on September 16–17, 2006. Featured exhibits 
include “Riding the Rails,” “Footpaths and Towpaths,” 
and “Sports History.” There is also a genealogy and 
research library and a museum store. The address is 
Memorial Hall, 36 East Market Street, Wabash, IN 46992-
3108. Hours are Tuesday through Saturday from 10:00 
a.m. to 4 p.m. (but since the museum is new, they may be 
subject to change). For more information, telephone: 260-
563-9070; fax:  260-563-0933; or e-mail : 
wabashcomuseum@yahoo.com (From brochure and the 
North Manchester, IN, Chamber of Commerce.) 
 
Courthouse Tours Online 
A new Indiana Supreme Court project is making 
interactive virtual tours of historic Indiana courthouses 
available online. Already on the site are the courthouses of 
Allen, Boone, Brown, Hancock, Hendricks, Jasper, 
Johnson, Montgomery, Parke, Putnam, Randolph, Rush, 

and Shelby counties. Eventually, “tours” of all 92 
courthouses will be available. In addition to the “tours,” the 
page for each courthouse includes information on its 
location, hours, parking, and accessibility. If you’d like to 
take a peek, go to: http://www.in.gov/judiciary/citc/
museum/virtual-tours/index.html (From Indiana 
Preservationist, September 2006, and the web site.) 
 
Web Sites 
* List of Fraternal Organizations. Look up secret societies, 
fraternal organizations, and fraternal orders by 
abbreviation, motto, or slogan in this in-depth list. Go to: 
http://fwpubs.sparklist.com/t/1987581/3876364/623/0/ 
 
* Talking Scot. Interact with other Scottish genealogists, 
find societies, and learn about using censuses and 
registration districts in Scotland. Go to: http://
www.talkingscot.com 
 
* Polly Glotto. Use this fun tool to translate genealogical 
terms from 13 languages and hear the translation. Go to: 
http://www.pollyglotto.com 
 
Reprinted with permission from Family Tree Magazine Email Update, 
copyright 2004 F+W Publications Inc. To subscribe to this free weekly 
e-mail newsletter, go to: http://www.familytreemagazine.com/
newsletter.asp. For a free sample copy of the print Family Tree 
Magazine, America’s #1 family history magazine, go to: http://
www.familytreemagazine.com/specialoffers.asp? FAMfreeissue 

Page 11 Monroe County  H istor ian Dec.  2006 

News from Other Places 

Monroe County 
History Maker 
CFC, Inc. 
 
Exhibit Supporter 
Malibu Grill 
Finelight, Inc.* 
 
Sustaining 
Alice Manifold 
David L. Musgrave 
Rex Hinkle 
Penelope Mathiesen 
Janet Stavropoulos 
 
Family 
Max & Jane Marsh 
Damon & Suzette Sims* 
Marion & Lucy Jacobs 

New & Renewed Members  

*   Denotes 

New 

Members 

 

Nashville, IN resident Eva 
Kathleen (Emery) Doty 
died Saturday, October 28, 
2006. She was 101. 
  
A 1927 graduate of Indiana 
University, she had taught 
French at Bloomington 
High School. Mrs. Doty 
moved to Brown County in 
1993 to be near family as 
she aged. She joined the 
Nashville Christian Church. 
  
An amateur genealogist, 
she compiled six family 
histories, assisted numerous 
others with their research, 
and recorded many family 
stories and personal     
memoirs.  

Mrs. Doty’s gift to the 
Monroe County Historical 
Society was a collection of 
records gathered by her 
mother and several others.  
   
A memorial service was 
held November 11, 2006 at 
the Nashville Christian 
Church. Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to the 
church, the genealogy   
section of the Indiana State 
Library, to the Monroe 
County Historical Society’s 
Genealogy Library, or to 
t h e  B r o wn  C o u n t y         
Genealogy Library. 

Eva Doty 1905-2006 

Basic 
John & Amber Challifour* 
John & Mary Bohenkamp 
Marilyn Bourke 
Thoral Walden Haskell 
Allen Pease 
Bridget L. Edwards 
Ray Beeker 
Mary (Kate) Kroll 
Charles & Gretchen Meiser* 
Fred Seward Dunn* 
David Walter 
Anne Wilkerson 
Andy & Mary Pietsch Alexander 
Tina M. Jernigan  
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