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Our Volunteer: Lee Ehman
By Jill Lesh
Six months before retiring as a professor in
the IU School of Education in 2003, Lee
Ehman looked for volunteer opportunities.
He found a good match at the Monroe
County History Center. Liz Knapp assigned
him a database project, checking for errors
in the indexes of old land records. “I knew
right away this was a good match,”
comments Lee. “I liked the people and the
task; and I felt that I was contributing to the
community.”
Lee had been director of technical services
in the School of Education for 4 years. It is
not surprising that he became involved with
the History Center computers and has led
the transition to a new computer system.
We now have a network of 10 leased
computers, a wireless network for guest
laptops, and 3 new purchased computers
for exhibits & outreach.

The most recent grants awarded to the
History Center are the result of applications
prepared by Lee (see page 3). We can also
thank him for increasing our membership
and our volunteer pool. I think Lee must
have written notes on 200 of the recent
membership solicitation letters!
Lee’s favorite vacation is to go north to
Michigan and bicycle around Crystal Lake
where he grew up. He and Barbara
frequently take genealogy vacations, and
they enjoy following the IU Men’s Soccer
Team and the Women’s Basketball Team.

As Historical Society Vice President of
Operations, Lee takes an active part in
almost everything that is happening at the
History Center, but he still finds time to
volunteer in the Genealogy Library.
Besides managing the website and serving
on five Historical Society committees, Lee
also volunteers at the Red Cross and the
Public Library.

Lee grew up in Benzonia, Michigan near
Traverse City. After spending four years in
the U.S. Navy and earning a Ph.D. from the
Insert: ArchiCamp
University of Michigan, Lee came to
Indiana University. “I really liked
Monroe County Historian Bloomington. It was a good place to raise a
Editor: Jill Lesh
family.”
Design/Layout: Lisa Simmons

In 1992, Lee married Barbara Wilcox, who
was the associate dean in the School of
Education at IUPUI. Both Barbara and Lee
are avid community volunteers and share a
love of genealogy, yoga, pilates, and
bicycling. In their combined families, they
have 2 children and 4 grandchildren.

Above: Lee Ehman works with our
new projector and laptop.

Monroe County
History Center
MCHS Purpose Statement
The purpose of MCHS shall be to
collect, preserve, research, interpret and
exhibit the genealogy, history and
artifacts of Monroe County, Indiana, as
well as research and interpret the
relation of that county’s genealogy,
history, and artifacts to the State of
Indiana and the United States, and
thereby to foster a deeper understanding
and appreciation of Monroe County’s
history, culture, and natural
environment by all.

Events Schedule
All meetings and programs will be held at
the History Center unless otherwise stated.

General Board Meeting
2nd Thursday of the month, 4 pm

Civil War Roundtable Meetings
2nd Tuesday of each month from
September—June from 7:00– 8:30 pm.
For more information, please contact
John Crosby at 339-2572.

3rd Thursday Series
Every 3rd Thursday of the month a free
lecture or tour is held. Most programs are
held at 7pm.

April
THU 5 Annual Meeting: Potluck
Dinner, 6pm; meeting at 6:45pm
Civil
War Roundtable:
TUE 10
Confessions of a Civil War
Staff
Transvestite, 7pm
Jill Lesh: Managing Director
w/ John Crosby
director@monroehistory.org
THU 19 3rd Thursday: John Bower:
Erica Kendall: Collection Assistant
Book Signing-Meet the Artistcollection@monroehistory.org
Exhibit Reception-Special Talk
6pm w/ John Bower, see page 4
Dara May: Office Manager
Carnegie Library Historical
SAT
21
admin@monroehistory.org
Marker Dedication, 11am,
Lisa Simmons: Education/Membership/
see page 4
Volunteer Coordinator
education@monroehistory.org
May
8 Civil War Roundtable:
Col. William Oates—Part II,
7pm w/ Dick Worsena
THU 17 3rd Thursday: Giving New Life
to Old Homes, 7pm
w/ Don Granbois
TUE

Curators & Trustee Officers
Rachel Peden McCarty: President
rachelmccarty@bluemarble.net
M. Phil Hathaway: VP of Finance
philmarg@prodigy.net
Lee Ehman: VP of Operations
ehman@indiana.edu
David Musgrave: Treasurer
dmusgrave@unitedcommercebank.com
Laura Newton: Secretary
laura@visitbloomington.com
Marilyn Skirvin: Associate Secretary
mskirvin@bedc.bloomington.in.us
Liz Knapp: Curator of Collections,
Genealogy Library Director
genealogy@monroehistory.org
Allison Lendman: Curator of Exhibits
812-332-2517

June
FRI-MON, 8-9 Garage Sale, see page 5
SAT-SUN, 9-10 Civil War Encampment,
see page 4
TUE 12 Civil War Roundtable:
River Journey: 1859, 7pm
w/ Deborah Cronin
TUE 19 ArchiCamp, ages 8-12, see insert
WED 20 ArchiCamp, ages 8-12, see insert
THU 21 3rd Thursday: A Jewish History
of Bloomington, 7pm
w/ John King
SAT 23 Garden Walk, headquarters
SUN 24 Garden Walk, headquarters

Exhibit Schedule
“Come to the Fair:
Ribbon-Winning Quilts”
Opens: February 27
Closes: May 26
Come in and see some of the finest
quilting Indiana has to offer. The
exhibit showcases 32 quilts that have
won ribbons in Indiana State or
County Fairs or other competitions.

“Girl Scouting in Monroe County”
Opens: March 17
Closes: September 17
The exhibit features Girl Scout
and Brownie Scout clothing,
badges, and memorabilia from
local residents and from our
collection to celebrate the 95th anniversary of
Girl Scouting in the United States and the 45th
anniversary of Girl Scouting in Monroe County.

“After the Harvest: A John Bower
Photography Exhibit”
Opens: April 3
Closes: May 19
John Bower’s blackand-white images record
the majesty of Indiana’s
small towns. His
acclaimed work and four
published photography
books have been
described as “...a
Hoosier treasure trove.”
See page 4 for information about his April 19
program and exhibit reception.

“The Civil War and Monroe County”
Opens: June 2
Closes: September 29
This exhibit will present Civil War artifacts
from the community and from our collection
and emphasize the effect of the war on Monroe
County. CAN YOU LOAN: photos, letters,
weapons, clothing, uniform pieces, or
equipment (original or reproductions)
from the Civil War period?

“Tea Time”
Opens: June 9
Closes: August 25
This exhibit will highlight the pleasures of
ladies’ tea time in America. IF YOU HAVE
SPECIAL ITEMS TO LOAN, talk with Allison
Lendman, 332-2517. We need tea pots, china
and silver serving pieces, cups & saucers,
sugars/creamers, etc.
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Update from the Managing Director
Rachel Peden McCarty – New County Historian
The Indiana Historical Society and the Indiana Historical
Bureau appointed Rachel Peden McCarty to serve as the
new Monroe County Historian. She will assume the
responsibilities that Ron Baldwin so generously fulfilled
for many years. Rachel will conclude her three years as
President of the Monroe County Historical Society at the
April Annual Meeting. Rachel, it is with sincere
appreciation and gratitude that we thank you for your
strong leadership and tireless work. We wish you the best
in your newest volunteer commitment.

accessible on the web. Whether at the History Center, or at
home using the Internet, people will be able to search and
view our collection of photos. Thank you, AT&T, for
funding projects that will enrich our community and foster
an appreciation of local history.

Indiana Genealogy Society Grant

In April, the History Center will be awarded a $500 grant
from the Indiana Historical Society to create a “Monroe
County Church Registers Database.” The project will
assemble copies of pre-1900 Monroe County church
records, including member registers, birth, baptismal,
marriage, and death/burial information. Over the next two
Welcome to Dara May
On March 6, Dara May joined the staff of the History years, these records will be compiled into a searchable
Center as office manager. She grew up in Portland, index in both print and electronic forms.
Indiana, and graduated from Indiana Wesleyan University.
Two years ago, Dara and her husband, Zachary, moved to Partnership Program with CATS
Bloomington, Zachary’s hometown, after serving a year in The History Center is the newest Program Partner with
the U.S Army Reserve together in Mosul, Iraq. She enjoys Community Access Television Services (CATS). Our
gardening and interior design. We are delighted to monthly Third Thursday programs are being taped for
welcome Dara (pronounced like Sara). We already know broadcast on the new Library Channel 3. We want to
she has a passion for organizing.
optimize the lighting, sound, and signage in the Deckard
Education Room to improve the quality of these
broadcasts. If you would like to make a contribution for a
AT&T Foundation Grant
In February, the AT&T Foundation awarded a $7,881.00 History Center logo on the podium or a better microphone,
Excelerator Grant to the History Center for “Exhibiting & please contact me.
Interpreting Local History via the Web.” The project will
enable us to design web-based interactive applications, Annual Meeting
such as a virtual tour of our historic log cabin. The Members and their guests are invited to attend the Annual
applications will be accessible on computer kiosks in the Meeting on Thursday, April 5. A potluck dinner will begin
museum and available on our website to educate and entice at 6:00 p.m., and the meeting will follow with highlights of
community members to come in and learn more.
the year by committee chairs, approval of a 2007-08
budget, and the election of officers and trustees. This is a
The second part of the project is to create a searchable great time to thank outgoing board members: Dave
database of our extensive photo collection, and to make it Ferguson, Phil Hathaway, Liz Knapp, Michael Maben, and
Rachel Peden McCarty.

Left: Managing Director Jill Lesh, and
Board members and staff: Marilyn
Skirvin, Lee Ehman, Lisa Simmons,
Steve Rolfe and Rachel Peden
McCarty at the AT&T award ceremony on February 9.
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Programs Not To Miss
Carnegie Library
Historical Marker Dedication

“After the Harvest:
John Bower Photography”

Indiana Historical Bureau
Saturday, Apr. 21, 11am

Thursday, Apr. 19, 6pm Open House, 7pm Program

An historical marker from the Indiana Historical Bureau
will commemorate the County’s only Carnegie Library
Building. It will be unveiled and dedicated on Saturday,
April 21 at the Monroe County History Center with a
reception following at the Monroe County Public Library.
The installation is made possible through funding by the
Monroe County Public Library Foundation. The Carnegie
Library, built with local support and $31,000 from the
Carnegie Corporation, served residents for 52 years
(1918-1970).

This 3rd Thursday will be jam packed:
•
•

Exhibit Reception
Meet the Artist

•
•

Book Signing
Special Guest Program

Acclaimed local photographer, John Bower, whose
touring exhibit, “After the Harvest” will be showing in the
museum from April 3 to May 19, will discuss how he
works to capture Indiana’s vanishing agricultural icons.
Bower’s black-and-white imagery records the majestic
dignity of small-town feed mills and picturesque grist
mills. The exhibit and
his recent book by the
same name are a
celebration of the simple
dignity of these
utilitarian structures.

Left: This piece is from Ash
Grove, Tippecanoe Co.
(661.07) and can be found in
John Bower’s latest book
After the Harvest.

First Marker: An historical marker for “The Colored School”
was installed in 2005.

Civil War Encampment at the History Center
by Joel Foust
Saturday & Sunday, June 9 & 10
nd

42 Regiment Indiana Infantry re-enactors will be in full
attire to set up an authentic Civil War encampment on the
History Center grounds. The fully-equipped infantry, led
by long-time re-enactor Joel Foust, will demonstrate Civil
War weaponry, camp cooking, and medical treatment
throughout the day on Saturday, June 9. The exhibit,
“Monroe County and the
Civil War,” will open June 2.
Right: Joel Foust travels
throughout the state with the
42nd. Here, members of the
42nd inspect the Civil War
sword of Evansville’s first
mayor, James Garrard Jones.
Photo is from the Evansville
Courier Press.

“Giving Life to Old Houses”
by Don Granbois
Thursday, May 17, 7pm
Professor Emeritus of Indiana University, Don Granbois,
will talk about renovating Bloomington’s interesting old
homes for today's occupants. Granbois has worked with
the Bloomington Restoration, Inc. (BRI) Affordable
Housing Program since its inception in 1996. The
program has been responsible for buying, restoring and
reselling 20 historic houses in core
n e i gh b o r h o o d s t o p r o v i d e
moderately priced housing. Most
of the buildings had been
neglected or were scheduled for
demolition.
Right: The Hinkle-Garton farmstead,
one of the homes restored by BRI,
currently hosts BRI offices, special
programs, and exhibits.
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Get Ready for the Garage Sale—June 8 & 9
By Gayle Cook
Now it’s time to think Garage Sale! This fundraiser usually broken furniture (unless it can be easily repaired). We
brings in over $10,000. It will be on Friday and Saturday, welcome and can sell just about everything else.
June 8-9, and will again be at the former RCA warehouse
Clean out those closets! Give the office a call (332-2517) if
behind Cook Pharmica.
you need information or a pick-up. To all those who have
Please start gathering up your donations – we can accept donated or helped in the past—a big thank-you, and please
items now. What you contribute determines the success of come share again in the fun of Bloomington’s biggest
the sale. Remember: no clothing, no console TV’s, no garage sale.
outdated computers, no non-working appliances, no

Chocolate Fest: A Success
By Ashley Brown
On January 27, lines formed on the sidewalks of the
History Center as community members
waited eagerly to sample desserts and see
the exhibit “The History of Chocolate:
Taste Monroe County’s Chocolicious
Past.” The exhibit celebrated one of
Monroe County’s favorite sweet treats—
chocolate. Visitors read about popular
Bloomington businesses both past and
present, including Boxman’s Restaurant,
The Red Chair Bakery, and BLU
Culinary Arts.

Living-history interpreters in the museum log cabin and
one-room school greeted guests as if
they lived during the 1880s. Carol
Darling gave lessons in the school
room, while Carol Wise dressed in
period clothing and hooked a patriotic
rug in the cabin.
Special thank yous go to: Maryellen
May, who donated a video she created
about the Penguin and the Chocolate
Moose; to The Village Deli for the
loan of their Red Chair Bakery sign
and for providing chocolate chip
cookies; and to Doran May who
loaned Chocolate Moose memorabilia.

The History Center’s event kicked off
“The Week of Chocolate.” This is the
first year the History Center has been
involved with this popular Bloomington
tradition. The event was a huge success
with 270 people enjoying the museum
and snacking on the delicious treats.

Left: Volunteer and living history
interpreter Carol Wise explains a
textile craft to patrons.

Biggest Annual Auction Success
By Gayle Cook
Thanks to all who helped! The Annual Auction on airplane, an oak secretary, a gold necklace, quilts, a church
February 26th provided good fun, fellowship, food and a pew, a Currier & Ives print, a deer head, an entertainment
center, dining table and chairs, a microscope, and a bicycle.
gross income of $4933.00.
A special thank-you goes to professional auctioneers Brett
Haley and Tod Wesemann and to sponsor Pinnacle
Properties. We also appreciate those who contributed
merchandise, time, desserts, and vigorous bidding. Some
interesting items that were sold include a 5-foot model

This year, we also sold some donated framed art on eBay.
Sue Shelden supervised the sale through the local eBay
services of C.W. Poole; it netted $1722.00. Thanks, Sue.
Auction profits will be applied to the History Center’s
operating expenses.
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Monroe County Jail History
By Penelope Mathiesen
The first Monroe County jail was built in 1818, north
of the original two-room log court house erected
earlier that same year. The plans were drawn up by
Roderick Rawlins. The building was approximately
20 by 30 feet, constructed of oak timbers. It
contained a dungeon, a criminal’s room, and a
jailer’s room built onto the east side. A debtor’s
room was still incomplete in February 1820 when
the rest of the building was more or less finished.1
In 1837, the county decided to replace the old
wooden jail with a new brick structure costing
$5,000. Completed during the 1840s, it was already
considered inadequate in 1856.2 By 1868, it was held
in derision:
“The jail had become an object of jests and jeers,
very few having a good word to say in its behalf.
Whispered about were brags from the rough and
tough element on how easy escape could be
accomplished. The criminal stalwarts seemed to
know well their secrets of a jailbreak. Matters
reached a stage where the reckless and bold held no
fears of incarceration.”3
In June of 1868, a grand jury investigation of
the defects of the 1837 jail hastened plans for a
new one. The foreman of the grand jury stated
that “the old jail now failed to withstand
onslaughts of…the skill and ingenuity of
professional rascals, some of whom have
escaped.” Security at the jail had entirely
disappeared, but it was reported that “prisoners
were well fed, however, there being no
complaints registered on that score.”4
The search for a new site began. Paris C.
Dunning sold the County a lot south of the
square on the west side of Walnut Street for
$900, with an existing stable included for free.
In 1869, construction began on a new sheriff’s
residence and jail. The house was to be brick,
with the jail at the rear to be built of local
limestone.5 Thick walls and heavy steel grating
would ensure the safe retention of prisoners.6
The architect was J. H. Nichols, who was also
the architect for the 1873 Central School on
South College Avenue. He was the father of
John L. Nichols7 (1859–1929), who later “filled
Bloomington with handsome buildings, public
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and private,”8 including the 1907 McCalla School.
During construction of the new sheriff’s residence and jail,
prisoners were housed in the Owen County jail in Spencer,
and Monroe County was billed for their expenses. The
completion in 1870 of the handsome three-story brick
structure and the stone jail behind it “concluded long years
of travail, confusion, public criticism and ridicule.” The
new jail’s security ensured that “the desperados [sic] with
visions of escape sat out their stay in sullen
frustration.”9

A
photograph
taken
about
1913
shows
the
B l o o mi n gt o n
police
force
posing on the
steps of the
brick sheriff’s residence at 116 S (see page 6). Walnut. At
this time, the police department, mayor’s office, and other
city offices were located on the northeast corner of the
court house lawn in another brick structure, the City
Building, erected in 1883.10 In 1914, construction started
on a new City Hall at the northwest corner of Fourth and
Walnut, just south of the sheriff’s residence. When it
opened in 1915, the police department moved into the
ground floor, and the mayor and other city officials moved
into the second and third floors. The fire department, which
had moved out of the court house lawn City Building in
1907 to quarters in the Seward Foundry building at
212–214 North Walnut, moved into the west end of the
new City Hall in 1915.11 Today, the former City Hall
houses the John Waldron Arts Center.

Notes
1. “Old Bloomington: ‘Stray’ Pen Built for Town by John
Woodward Cost Town $23. First Jail Had Debtor’s
Room…,” by D. C. Miller. Undated newspaper clipping.
2. “County Jail History,” History of Lawrence and Monroe
County (Indianapolis: Bowen, 1914), 240–41.
3. “Judge Eckles Ordered Building of Jail in ’69,” by Bennett
P. Reed. Bloomington Daily Herald, n.d.
4. Ibid.
5. Ibid.
6. “County Jail History.”
7. “The Bloomington City Hall, 1915.” Undated typescript. J.
H. Nichols appears in the 1850 Monroe County Census as
“Hiram Nichols,” and in the 1860 census as “H. J. Nichols,
house carpenter.”
8. “Home Spotlight: Local Architect of Lasting Legacy,” by
Carroll Krause. Herald-Times, 5 August 2006.
9. “Judge Eckles Ordered Building of Jail in ’69.”
10. “Arguments Over Square Property Nothing New,” by
Bennett P. Reed. Bloomington Daily Herald, 25 June 1949.
11. “The Bloomington City Hall, 1915.”
12. “Judge Eckles Ordered Building of Jail in ’69.”
13. “A Backward Glance,” Target: The Herald-Times Sunday
Magazine, 30 October 1966, p. 2.
14. Sanborn Map for Bloomington, Indiana, 1927. An overlay to
sheet 2 identifies the “Monroe County Jail, Built 1936.”

Opposite, Top: 1890 photograph of the Monroe County sheriff’s
residence and jail, completed in 1870. The jail is attached to the
The 1870 jail was in use for about 65 years, until a back of the three-story dwelling. From “A Backward Glance,”
devastating fire in 1935.12 A new jail-residence structure Target: The Herald-Times Sunday Magazine (30 October 1966).

was built in the same location.13 It featured fireproof
construction, brick stone-faced walls, and concrete floors.14
Completed in 1936, it was used until the present-day
Justice Building at 301 N. College was dedicated in 1986.
Today, the former jail structure at 116 S. Walnut, its 1936
cornerstone still visible, is occupied by Regions Bank.

Opposite, Bottom: Ca. 1913 portrait of the Bloomington Police
Department standing on the steps of the sheriff’s residence and
jail at 116 S. Walnut. The middle man in the middle row is
Joseph Huber (1888–1914). From the MCHS collections.
Above: 1927 Sanborn Map showing the City Hall, completed in
1915, on the northwest corner of Fourth and Walnut. Just north of
it, a later overlay shows the Monroe County Jail, completed in
1936, at 116 S. Walnut. From the collections of the MCHS.
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“One Book One Bloomington” at the History Center
By Ashley Brown
Bloomington libraries and bookstores have filled their
shelves with Ray Bradbury’s novel, Fahrenheit 451, in
preparation for the Bloomington Area Arts Council 6th
annual “One Book One Bloomington.” The public voted,
and Fahrenheit 451 was the novel chosen to be read and
discussed in local book stores and in reading clubs
throughout Bloomington. The entire community is
encouraged to read this classic novel and to participate in a
wide variety of community events, including an exhibit at
the History Center.

This year’s “One Book One Bloomington” is collaborating
with The Big Read, allowing for more public events
including book discussions, a film viewing, a staged
reading, a ceremonial burning, and a juried art contest. The
Big Read is a national reading initiative by the National
Endowment for the Arts and in partnership with the
Institute of Museum and Library Services and Arts
Midwest. The goal of “One Book One Bloomington” and
The Big Read is to encourage people to read for enjoyment.

“This year we are really taking it up a notch because we
The Monroe County Historical Society’s free, mini-exhibit have funding from the National Endowment of the Arts,”
showcases traditionally banned books including some by said Lynn. “There is just so much going on that people
Indiana authors. The exhibit also includes historic editions can’t miss it.”
from the Museum’s permanent collection. Censored letters
written during WWII are on display and are a valuable look
into the past. An additional highlight is a letter written
during WWI which describes how Bloomington High
School South banned all teaching of the German language.
Information about “One Book One Bloomington” and
reader-guides that accompany the book Fahrenheit 451 are
also available. The exhibit’s rich content offers something
for booklovers and historians.
“We forget the power of books and reading,” said Heather
Lynn, Bloomington Area Arts Council Gallery and Special
Events Assistant. “Even though some of us are out of
school, there is still room to grow and learn from these
books.”
Right: Don’t let its size fool you. This small exhibit has
some amazing pieces from our collection.

\Ç `xÅÉÜç Éy `tÜç bÄ|äxÜ
community.” Mary Oliver’s name and spirit live on in
the winery she and her husband, former IU law professor
She left behind a lifetime of volunteer service. The William Oliver, started in 1972.
Monroe County Historical Society was fortunate to have
had her as a member of its Board of Trustees. She served The Mary Morgan Oliver Foundation has been
on the Building and Grounds Committee, and was al- established to honor the causes with which she has been
involved. Services were private, but memorial
ways ready to help with her charm, wit, and wisdom.
contributions may be made to the Mary Morgan Oliver
The Monroe County Historical Society will miss her, but Foundation, 2600 W. Delap Road, Bloomington, IN
as her daughter-in-law, Kathleen Oliver said, “It’s not 47404.
just a loss for our family, it’s a loss for the whole
Mary Oliver passed away on February 14, 2007.
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1960 Report Outline Intended Uses of Lake Monroe
By Penelope Mathiesen
The possibility of piping large quantities of water from
Lake Monroe to Indianapolis threw a scare into Monroe
County residents in July 2006, as reported in the
Bloomington Herald-Times. Today, the lake serves as the
primary water source for Bloomington and other
communities. A document in the Genealogy Library’s
vertical files, “The Monroe Reservoir: A Multiple Use
Project,” by Thomas Barton, reveals very different
priorities for the lake at the time of its dedication on 25
October 1960. “Water supply upstream from the dam,”
including the city of Bloomington, ranked last (Barton, p.
1).

domestic or industrial water supply. Water for low flow
augmentation came from the “low flow regulation pool”:
the water stored between the 515 and 538 foot levels of the
reservoir. Regulation of this supply rested with the State of
Indiana (p. 2).
The secondary or minor uses of the lake and its water
supply were envisioned as: “(1) recreation, (2) restoration
of fish and wildlife (whose habitats had suffered due to
years of deforestation, soil erosion, lowered water tables,
and stream pollution), and (3) water supply upstream from

One of two “primary or
major uses of the
Monroe reservoir” was
to help control floods
on the Ohio River
watershed (p. 1). The
Lake Monroe reservoir
was “one of 85 surface
storage projects being
developed on the Ohio
River watershed with
the chief object to
reduce the number, size
and damage of the
Ohio and even Mississippi River floods.” As
a result of the project,
“7,800 acres in the Salt
Creek valley below the
dam received protection,” but “18,450
acres above the dam”
were flooded (p. 2),
including the sites of Above: Map showing area to be covered by the Lake Monroe Reservoir. Proposed recreation sites are
farms, communities, numbered 1–11. Fairfax (near arrow 3) and Elkinsville (in Brown County) are two of the communities
and cemeteries in Mon- lost to the reservoir. From “Access Roads, Public Facilities for Monroe Reservoir Announced,” Bloomroe County’s Clear ington Daily Herald-Telephone (28 August 1961).
Creek, Polk, and Salt
the dam” (p. 5). Barton’s report had this to say about
Creek townships and also in Brown County.
upstream versus downstream usage:
The other major use was “to increase or augment the
volume of low flow in Salt Creek below the dam and in the “Should Bloomington some day (for example, 15 years
East Fork of the White River” (p. 1). This involved storing from now) need to supplement its water supply, other users
“water which can be used whenever needed to increase the may object, claiming they have a prior legal right to the
flow of Salt Creek below the dam, and in turn, increase the water based on ‘priority of use’” (p. 4). “Approximately 95
flow of the East Fork of the White River.” Anticipated
needs included irrigation, pollution abatement, and
Continued on page 11
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genealogy@monroehistory.org
Walker’s Cemetery Research Donated

In response to a request in the October 2006 issue of this
publication, Gayle Cook has kindly given the Genealogy
Library a copy of Crossroads of America: A Portrait of
Historic South Central Indiana (Bloomington HeraldTimes, 2000). The book is arranged by decades and
contains over a hundred pages of photographs, many of
them hard to find elsewhere. It will be available on the
library shelves. A newspaper supplement with additional
photos not incorporated into the book has been placed in
the vertical files. Many thanks to Gayle for this thoughtful
donation!

Karen Easterday has donated a substantial body of research
on Walker’s Cemetery in Kirksville, Monroe County,
Indiana. An album contains photographs of the gravestones
and listings of the burials. A binder contains genealogical
information on families associated with Walker’s
Cemetery, especially those who lived in Indian Creek
Township; an exhaustive index that includes names of
second wives and others not found in ancestor or
descendant lists; a section of newspaper obituaries arranged
by publication date; and a history of Walker’s Chapel.
Elmore Walker’s first wife was buried in 1844 on property
he owned along Rockport Road. The land was donated for
Walker’s Chapel four years later, and a log church was
Monroe County Death Index Expanded
The Monroe County Death Index, contained in several built in 1848. The present-day chapel, painted white, was
volumes on the shelves in the Genealogy Library, will soon built in 1865. The library is grateful for this outstanding
be expanded to include the years 2005–2006. The set of contribution to its cemetery records.
records begins in 1882.

News from Other Places
Ellettsville Receives National Register Listing
The Ellettsville Downtown
Historic District is now listed on
the National Register of Historic
Places. The district contains 43
historic buildings that feature a
variety of architectural styles. It
demonstrates the town’s
“limestone heritage” in a visible
way through its use as a
construction material for buildings,
decorations, and even sidewalks.
The listing means that owners of
historic properties may apply for
state and federal tax credits when restoring a building.
Ellettsville Main Street, Inc., submitted the paperwork for
the district nomination. Its president, Jeana Kapczynski, is
a past member of the Monroe County History Center’s
Board of Trustees. (From BRI News, January 2007.)

Bloomington can print them out. The online versions have
current photographs of buildings for ease of identification
from the street and provide the length of each walk. Five
brochures have been posted thus far at: http://
bloomington.in.gov/walkingtours. (From “Home Spotlight:
Heritage Tourism,” by Carrol Krause, Herald-Times, 3
February 2007.)

Monon Railroad Employee Database
Ken Weller has compiled a database of over 4,000 entries
of men and women who worked for the Monon (Chicago,
Indianapolis, & Louisville) railroad. He would be glad to
look up entries for people who want to find out if their
relatives are in the database. He would also like to add and
expand records with the following information: full names,
nicknames, position and location on the railroad, seniority/
retirement date, birth and death dates, etc. To contact him,
e-mail: WellerK@aol.com. (From e-mail message.)

Hardesty/Hardisty Families
Heritage Tourism Brochures
Now Available Online
The walking tour brochures printed and distributed by the
City of Bloomington for almost 20 years are now being
posted online. “There were huge costs to print them each
year,” according to Nancy Hiestand, Program Manager for
the city’s Housing and Neighborhood Development
department. Making the brochures available online means
that both local residents and tourists planning a trip to

In an ongoing project since 1976, Judith E. Burns has
compiled information on the Hardesty/Hardisty families
and their descendants in Greene, Lawrence, Monroe,
Morgan, Sullivan, and Vigo counties. The information is
now available online. The site includes links to other lines,
early lineages, descendants, and surname and name
indexes. Go to: http://freepages.history.rootsweb.com/
~jameseastonburns/hardesty_ms/hardesty_ms/thomas_ha/
(From e-mail message and the web site.)
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New & Renewed Members—As of March 15th
History Patron

Family

Regions Bank

Carol Curry
Don & Regina Moore
Jerry & Nancy Ruff
Kyle Marcum &
Jenn Kendall-Marcum*
Robert & Nancy Wylie
Ted & Kathy Frick
Donald Peckinpaugh*
Paul & Charlotte Zietlow*
Aaron Waltz*
Mike Harper*
Conrad & Roberta Mueller

Gallery Benefactor
Beth Anne Baxter, MSN, NP*

Exhibit Supporter
Olson & Company, P.C.*
Jeanne Walters Real Estate

Sustaining
David & Martha Nord
Martin & DeAnna Bassett
Charles Thompson
Jean Martin Warholic
Robert & Michelle Santa
David & Janet Rowland
David W. & Phyllis Little
Robert & Maryellen Bieder
George & Louise Arnett Selden
Marion H. Gottfried
Mike & Linda Stines*
Patrick & Glenda Murray
Miles F. & Marjorie Kanne
Randehl & Janis Stevenson
Frank Eberle
Barbara Edgeworth
Fred & Pegi Risinger

Basic
June L. McGlasson*
Pat Haley*
Brett & Barb Haley*
Warren Henegar
Laurie D. Hoover
Kent & Suzann Owen
Carol Hudson
Burton & Eleanor Jones
Erna Rosenfeld*
Jim & Nancy Kryway
Mark Kruzan
Charles & Sharon McKeen
Donald L. McMasters
Sara L. Tener
Vivian Miller*

Ronald & Evelyn Crowe*
Philip & Eva Mae Rambo
Nancy Raper
Robert D. Kelley
Doris Brineman*
Malcom & Ellen Stern*
James & Alexandra Ackerman
Marian Armstrong
Ken & Liz Aronoff*
John G. Baker
Jane Billyeald
Marjorie Blewett
Joe & Mary Gajewski
Pat & Ellen Brantlinger
Helen Freeman
Doyle & Paula Cain
Ledford C. Carter
David & Karen Cline
Ann Cuthbertson*
Glenna Ellett
Mary Emison
Theodore Ferguson
Laura J. Mills
John & Marie Boyd
Mark & Jane Thoma*
Scott & Jamee Wissink
Carol May
Barbara McKinney*
George Thompson*
David & Susan Jones

Erdine Simic
William & Miriam Altop*
Gloria D. Westfall
Nancy Crossley
Rebecca E. Hall
Tod & Lisa Wesemann*
Charles & Bridgette Savage
Edwin & Pauline Caldwell*
Dan Allen & Teresa Miller*
Jason & Ayana Smith*
Brett & Vicki Baker*
Norman & Jeanne Overly*
James Capshew*
Charles & Sandy Newmann*
Wayne Warden, Jr.
Laurel Sparks
James & Judith Van Osdol
Jo Burgess
Terry & Susie Thompson
Saundra Taylor

Student/Teacher
Robert L. Trussell*
Sarah Clevenger
Edith Phillips*

*
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Lake Monroe Continued from page 9
per cent of the storage capacity of the Monroe reservoir at
spillway crest has been allocated to flood control and to
increasing the flow of Salt Creek during low flow
periods” (p. 5). “If all the water stored between reservoir
levels 515 and 538 and allocated to low-flow regulation is
not needed, the surplus could be used for (1) domestic, (2)
municipal, and (3) industrial purposes upstream from the
dam. … [However], although the water is there, the water
users downstream from the dam may have prior legal water
rights to it” (p. 7).

Engineers. The Indiana Department of Natural Resources
regulates the use of stored water from the lake (H-T, 15
July 2006), which is almost half-way through its projected
life span of 101 years (H-T, 23 July 2006). Monroe County
has had other sources of water over the years: Twin Lakes,
Weimer (Wapehani) Lake, Leonard Springs Lake,
University Lake, Griffy Lake, and Lake Lemon (H-T, 23
July 2006). All of these sources eventually had to be replaced. If history provides a lesson, we should not be complacent about our present water source, Lake Monroe.

When the reservoir was dedicated in 1960, a future claim
on its waters from Indianapolis was not even considered. A
low priority was given to utilizing Lake Monroe as a
domestic water supply for Bloomington and other Monroe
County communities. The rights of downstream users were
considered very important.

Sources: “The Monroe Reservoir: A Multiple Use Project,” by
Thomas Frank Barton, Indiana University, October 1960; “Indy
Wants to Tap Lake Monroe,” by Kurt Van der Dussen,
Bloomington Herald-Times, 15 July 2006; “Kruzan Wants
Answers about Lake Plan,” by Sarah Morin, H-T, 18 July 2006;
“Pipe Dreams?” by Sarah Morin, H-T, 23 July 2006; “Plug
Pulled on Lake Plan,” by Sarah Morin, H-T, 27 July 2006.

Lake Monroe is owned by the U.S. Army Corps of

Corporate Members
Monroe County
History Maker ($1,000)
CFC, Inc.
Cook Group, Inc.

History Patron ($500)
Regions Bank
Ivy Tech Community College-Bloomington
Monroe County Farm Bureau, Inc.

Gallery Benefactor ($250)
United Commerce Bank
Smithville Telephone Company, Inc.
Beth Anne Baxter, MSN, NP

Exhibit Supporter ($100)
Malibu Grill
Olson & Company, P.C.
Hylant Group
ISU/The May Agency, Inc.
Bloomington Central Lions Club, Inc.
Jeanne Walters Real Estate
Bloomington Convention & Visitors Bureau
Morrow Realtors
Gilbert Mordoh & Co., Inc.
John Bethell Title Co., Inc.
Finelight Inc.

Membership Form
Annual Membership Levels
□ Student/Teacher……...…………
□ Basic………………...………….
□ Family……………...…………..
□ Sustaining………...…………….
□ Patron………….……..………...

$20
$35
$60
$100
$500

Corporate - Service Organizations
□ Exhibit Supporter………………. $100
□ Gallery Benefactor……………... $250
□ History Patron………….………. $500
□ Monroe County History Maker… $1000
Method of Payment
□ Visa
□ MasterCard

Please write your information
as you would like it to appear.

Name
Address

□ Check

_________________________________
Credit Card #

Phone

_________________________________
Expiration Date

_________________________________

E-mail

Signature

Check if you are interested in:
□ Volunteering
□ Genealogy
□ Civil War History
□ Planned Giving
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202 East Sixth Street
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