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Your Donations at Work Annual Auction—March 9

For 28 years the History Center has been Won’t you find some treasures to add to the
raising funds for operating expenses by auction or garage sale? Remember, we
selling donated, gently- cannot use clothing, outdated
used merchandise. What has computers or TVs, broken
made  this  increasingly furniture (unless it can be easily
profitable is the warehousing fixed), or non-working
we now have available for appliances. We can sell almost
storage throughout the year. everything else.

This means that we
can accept individ-
ually donated
items and also
large  estates

Again, our thanks to
all of you who have
donated items,
worked at the
sales, or

2008 Sales

February Auction $4,639.00

whenever they Jan-May eBay $1,235.50 purchased
become merchandise.
available. June Garage Sale $27,733.09

You raised
over $36,000
in 2008!

October Vintage Doll Sale  $1652.50

After remov-
ing any arti-
facts appropri-
ate for the
Museum’s collec-
tion, we then sell
merchandise in five
ways, as reported for 2008.

Nov-Dec Holiday Décor Sale $771.60

TOTAL 36,031.69,

In addition to the above, all year long we Annual Auction

sell used books in the Museum Store, and

this coming year also a selection of vintage Monday, March 9

dolls. You can { Doors Open/Food Service Begins Spm
see how much 7 Auction Begins 6pm

your donated ;

items have ?'/ j & sponsored by

helped the 2 e 2 4>
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- Events Schedule Exhibit Schedule
istory Center

MCHS Purpose Statement All meetings and programs will be held at the | “The Dog Made Me Buy It”

The purpose of MCHS shall be to History Center unless otherwise stated. Opens: October 10
collect, preserve, research, interpret and Closes: February 21
exhibit the genealogy, history and General Board Meeting This exhibit created by
artifacts of Monroe County, Indiana, as | 2nd Thursday of the month, 4 pm Jamee Wissink features
well as research and interpret the rela- images and icons that have
tion of that ty’ 1 history, . . .

and artifacts to he State of Indiana and | C1¥il War Roundtable Meetings influenced our purchases
the United States, and thereby to foster a 2nd Tuesday of each month from Sep.-Jun. during the past century,

deeper understanding and appreciation of | from 7-8:30pm. For more information, please ~ |including the beloved RCA dog, Nipper.
Monroe County’s history, culture, and contact Steve Rolfe at 336-0757.

natural environment by all. “Best Wishes:
' ‘ : 3rd Thursday Series Pre-WWI Holiday Postcards”
3rd Thursday of the month from Jan.-Nov. a Opens: November 28
free program is held, usually at 7pm. Closes: April 18
This free, mini-exhibit features pre-WWI
Genealogy Group holiday postcards from the Center’s
Every 1st Wednesday of odd months. collection. Holidays featured include:
Staff Christmas, New Year’s, Lincoln’s

Jill Lesh: Managing Director Birthday, Valentine’s Day, Presidents’

. . February :
director@monrochistory.org . . D .P k’s D E .
FRI 6 Gala Benefit Dinner, “Ready, Fire, ay, St. Patrick’s Day, and Easter
Erica Kendall: Collection Assistant Aim!” w/ Bill Cook, 750 N. Daniels “« »
collection@monroechistory.org Dr., 6pm Red & Green Study Qullts

Opens: January 30
Closes: May 2

The national traveling
exhibit features 25

TUE 10 Civil War Roundtable, “Abraham
Lincoln: Weapons Developer,”
w/ Charles Matson, 7pm

Dara May: Office Manager
admin@monroehistory.org

Lisa Simmons: Education/ THR 19 3rd Thursday, “Frontier Indiana: « -

. . . , " study quilts” from the
Membership/Volunteer Coordinator Lincoln’s Home,” 7pm, . .
education@monrochistory.org w/ Keith Erekson, see page 4 American Quilt Study

FRI 20 WildCare E h'b't’R fion. 5.7 Group. Each quilt is an

Crystal Matjasic Hidi-are EXRIDIL Kkeception, >-/pm interpretations of an
libassoc@monroehistory.org March historic quilt pattern done in a red & green

. . arc lassic floral style. One of the original
Martha Wainscott: Custod “Indiana Pi . a swye. £

artha Wainsco ustodian WED4 Genealogy Grgup, IEdlana Pioneers: antique quilts used as a study pattern and

Curators & Trustee Officers The Great Optimists,” see page 4, 2pm Ipelonging to Mary Lee & Norman Deckard

SAT 7 WildCare Ambassador Day w/ live is also on display.

1 M : Presi . o
Glenda Murray: President birds of prey; free museum admission,

glmurray@indiana.edu

Lee Eh VP of F 1'3Pm1 . “Hello Ma Baby:
ee Ehman: of Finance MONO9 Annual Benefit Auction: Doors open, AVi in I ”
ehman@indiana.edu registration and food available at 5pm; View of Us in Infancy

Opens: March 6

Closes: June 13

This new exhibition will feature famous
Monroe County citizens as babies, historic
infancy-related pieces, and will compare
traditions from around the world.

auctions begins at 6pm
TUE 10 Civil War Roundtable, “The Fall of
Fort Pulaski,” w/ David Wiley, 7pm
David Musgrave: Treasurer THR 19 3rd Thursday, “Why Young Feminists
dmusgrave@unitedcommercebank.com Embrace Traditional Crafts,” w/ IU
Folklore Department, 7pm
SUN 29 Craftacular, see page 4, 1-6pm

Dax Collins: VP of Operations
dax@xprintwear.com

Tosha Daugherty: Secretary

tosha@yvisitbloomington.com “Commum'ty Voices Gallery:

WildCare Inc.”

Jackie Gilkey: Associate Secretary April
T . Opens: January 23
jackie.gilkey@comcast.net THR 2 Annual Meeting & dessert, 7pm .
. ) Closes: April 4

Liz Knapp: Collections Curator, TUE 14 Civil War R”oundtable, General Isaac WildCare provides
Genealogy Library Director R. Trimble,” w/ Tony Trimble, 7pm . .

gy Y 16 “Hello Ma Baby: A Vi fUsi professional care to sick,
genealogy@monroehistory.org THR 16 “Hello Ma Baby: lew oI Us m injured, and orphaned

o o ) Infancy” Exhibit Reception, 5-7pm
famee Wissink: ~EXhlbltS Designer ITHR 16 3rd Thursday, “Monroc County diana so that these animals may be
design@monrochistory.org Outdoors: Reservoirs & Forests™ w/ released back into the wild witi/] an

Rachel Peden McCarty: Historian Martha Miller & Teena Ligman, 7pm | o ioneon o of survival.
rachelmccarty@bluemarble.net

wildlife in South Central In-
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Update from the Managing Director

Interns

We have two interns from Indiana University this semester.
Kayla Hassett, an Anthropology student, is working in
collections and in the library. Rachel Mitchell, a SPEA
master’s degree student, is helping to design an exhibit.

Proposed Bylaw Changes

The By-laws Committee (Glenda Murray, Bob Ralston,
Dax Collins) have recommended four changes, plus minor
clarifying language changes, to the Monroe County
Historical Society by-laws, last updated in 2002. On
February 12, the Board will vote on the proposed changes
and make their recommendation for a final vote of the
membership at the Annual Meeting on April 2. The final
text of proposed changes will be available after February
12 at www.monroehistory.org under annual meeting.

Article I — General Provisions, Section 1:
Add the sentence “The building may be called the Monroe
County History Center.”

Article II — Purpose and Means, Section 1:

Separate the purpose statement into two sentences (purpose
& mission), by deleting “and thereby” thus improving
readability of a long purpose/mission statement.

Article VII — Committees

Add a section (E) describing the Finance Committee

“E. Finance Committee

1. This committee shall be responsible for overseeing the
finances and funds of the MCHS, including all operating,
endowment and building funds, for reviewing the proposed
budget prior to adoption each year and for reviewing the
budget during the year.

2. The committee shall include the treasurer, the vice
-president for finance, and other interested persons.

3. Meetings shall be scheduled when it is necessary to
perform the listed duties, but the committee shall meet at

least quarterly.”

Article VII Committees — F. Nominating Committee
Change the number of Nominating Committee members
from three to a range of three to five, by adding the words
“to five.”

New Exhibits Opening

Three new exhibits will delight visitors this spring. Thank
you to Jamee Wissink for her many volunteer hours
developing these special exhibits.

The Community Voices Gallery: WildCare Inc. exhibit
was just installed. It features beautiful photos of wild ani-
mals, an impressive collection of bird eggs, displays of bird
nests, feathers, and many other wildlife artifacts related to
WildCare’s mission of providing care to wild animals in
distress.

Red & Green Study Quilts is open through May 2. This
traveling exhibit features “study quilts” from the American
Quilt Study Group in Lincoln, Nebraska. The size of a
study quilt is small, a total of 200 inches for all four sides.
Each quilt is a contemporary interpretation of an historic
pattern.

Hello Ma Baby: A View of Us in Infancy will open
March 6 and run through June 13. The exhibit is being
created by the design team of Lisa Simmons, Erica  Ken-
dall, intern Rachel Mitchell, and volunteer Jenny Mack. It

will  highlight  baby-
related artifacts in our
collection, and feature
baby traditions, local

photos, and fun facts. We
are happy to have Rachel,
a recent master’s degree

graduate in  Museum
Studies at IUPUI,
volunteering  for  this
project.

Photo caption: (left to right) Dara May, office manager; Erica Kendall, collection assistant; Lisa Simmons, education,
membership, & volunteer coordinator; Kristin Emery, library associate; Jill Lesh, managing director; and Martha Wainscott,
custodian at a staff lunch on December 16. We wished Kristin good luck as she left her position at the History Center for

volunteer opportunities in Costa Rica.
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Women’s History Month Events

Why Feminist are Embracing Traditional Crafts
Thursday, Mar. 19

Tpm

w/ IU Folklore Department

Many Generation X & Y
women are teaching
themselves how to practice
traditional crafts. Discover
why young feminist are
embracing traditional crafts,
why they view the act of
crafting as important, and how the crafts are evolvmg to
meet the needs of these modern women.

The Rosie the Riveter knitting pattern above is a popular
motif for young feminists to utilize.

Craftacular: A Spectacular Craft Event
Sunday, Mar. 29
1-6pm

Crafteaceuclar \kraf-"ta-Kkya-lor\

1: An event where people come together to delight in all
things craft. 2: When something is both crafty and
spectacular.

This spectacular craft event will have live entertainment,
hand-on craft demonstrations, make-and-take craft

creation labs, free museum admission, and will serve as a
place for the community to come together while crafting.

The entire day will feature free museum admission, craft
demonstrations, information tables, and hands-on learning
opportunities. Don’t miss the live performance by folk
singer/songwriter Naomi Rae or the Craft Creation Lab:
Crocheted Chunky Bangles. Event schedule will be made
available at www.monroehistory.org.

Sponsored by Boxcar Books & Community Center

“Indiana Pioneers: The Great Optimists”
Wednesday, Mar. 4
2pm

INDIRNA PIONEERS
oF

Join the Genealogy Group to learn about *_ ‘ﬁ

the over 90 year-old Society of Indiana

Pioneers (SIP). The Society honors the

memory and work of Indiana Pioneers though research,

informative talks, and historical tours and events. Dr.

Mary Alice Hines, a SIP Board member, will share the

history, mission, and upcoming event information with

attendees. This free presentation is open to the public.

“Frontier Indiana: Lincoln’s Home”
Thursday, Feb. 19
Tpm

with Keith Erekson

Professor Erekson will paint a viv-
id picture of frontier life in the
Midwest at the time Abraham
Lincoln called Indiana his home.

Erekson is an Assistant Professor of History at the
University of Texas at El Paso.

Erekson’s visit is co-sponsored by the Lilly Library, the
IU History Department, and the Poynter Center for the
Study of Ethics and American Institutions.

This free program is part of the History Center’s
3rd Thursday program series.

WildCare Animal Ambassador Day
Saturday, Mar. 7
1-3pm

Some of the rescued animals
that cannot be released into the
wild become animal
ambassadors for WildCare Inc.
Meet these ambassadors and
their volunteer handlers at this
family friendly event.
Admission to the museum is
free this Saturday, and a
WildCare Inc. exhibit is in the
Community Voices Gallery.
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Become a V.LI.P. (Volunteer In Preservation)

By Lisa Simmons

The History Center loves its
volunteers. They are the backbone of
the organization and many are needed
to help the Society meets its mission of
local history preservation. Give as
little as 3 hours a month and become a
Volunteer in Preservation.

Volunteers enjoy these benefits: flex-
ible scheduling, Monroe County Histo-
rian subscription, invitations to special
events, 10% Museum Store discount,
and special trip discounts.

Here are just a few of the roles History
Center volunteers play.

Greeter

Be the face of the History Center by
greeting patrons as they arrive. This
job is a great way to get familiar with
our organization and still allows some
personal time for reading, exploring
our book sale, or other activities.

Museum Store
Volunteers are the best sales people. In
fact, many Greeters will also help in

the store during their shift. Duties
include: customer assistance,
straightening, and being a cheerful
face.

Library

Become a history detective! Library
volunteers work to find answers to the
questions about our local pasts.
Conscientious individuals who don’t
mind getting their hands dirty are
perfect for this fun and rewarding
position.

Building & Grounds

Gardeners and handypersons can have
fun with their hobbies while helping
the Center. Get involved by
maintaining our garden beds or
helping to paint a gallery wall. This
fun position is always changing.

Collections

Work hands-on with our artifacts! Jobs
vary in duties, skill-sets, and length.
All training is provided to help you
learn how to: photograph objects, use
the database, clean artifacts, research

histories, and learn how to care for
items using proper archival and
preservation techniques.

Technology

Be a part of the ever-changing face of
the MCHC. Technology changes every
day, and we need to keep on top of
these changes. Help us with projects
ranging from databases to interactive
website design.

Office Help

Help us keep our office running
smoothly. This position can usually be
done in conjunction with the Greeter
job and may include: filing, assisting
with mailings, or answering phones.

Special Events

We need people to help with our many
special events. This positions is great
for people who work during the day or
anyone who likes planning a party.

For more information about becoming
a V.ILP. contact Lisa at 332-2517 or
visit the History Center’s website at
www.monroehistory.org/volunteers.

Above: December's Volunteer Pitch-in Dinner

Left: Volunteer award winners: Jamee Wissink,
"Qutstanding Service” award; Penelope
Mathiesen, “"Genealogy Volunteer of the Year”
award; Dave Musgrave, “Gayle Cook Volunteer
of the Year” award; Lou Malcomb,
"Qutstanding Service” award.
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Jeif Drake and the Showers Connection

By Penelope Mathiesen

Thomas Jefferson (Jeff) Drake was the oldest black man in
Bloomington when he died in 1922 at age 90, according to
his obituary (reprinted on page 7). The obituary describes
Drake as a former slave from Kentucky who saw service in
the Union Army during the Civil War and afterwards
settled in Bloomington, Indiana, where he worked for
Showers Bros. until shortly before his death.' His grave
marker at Rose Hill Cemetery has 1844 as his year of birth.
The ages listed for him in Monroe County censuses and
other records suggest he may have been born anywhere
between 1832 and 1849. Thus, he could have been as
young as 75 when he died.

Jeff Drake’s advanced age at the end of his life—whatever
it was—would not have posed a barrier to employment.
The Showers furniture factory provided jobs for many local
residents from its opening in the 1860s until its closure in
the 1950s, and was considered “the one bright spot in the
early economic history of the Blacks in Bloomington.”
Black men often worked for Showers “until past seventy or
eighty years of age.” Some of them were said to have
loaned money to the company during hard times, “and for
that reason had lifetime jobs.””

Jeff first appears in Monroe County in the 1870 census as a
resident of Perry Township. Monroe County marriage
records show that he married Dolley French on 1
November 1871. The Monroe County 1880 census lists
him living in Bloomington Township with his son, Thomas

7\

Monument in Rose Hill Cemetery where Jeff Drake is buried
along with other family members. Photo courtesy of Penelo-
pe Mathiesen.

C., age 6. One can surmise that Thomas was the child of
Jeff and Dolley, but no birth record is available. Dolley
does not appear in the 1880 census or in later Monroe
County records. She may have died prior to 1880; Monroe
County death records do not begin until 1882.

Jeff married Ella Parrott on 11 September 1889, according
to Monroe County marriage records. Two sons were born
to them: J. Philip in 1890 and Sanford in 1894.% All three
of Jeff’s sons remained in Bloomington. By the time of the
1900 census, Thomas, the oldest son, had established a
household with his wife, Alice. On 12 September 1908,
Philip wed Mabel Johnson, who had been a fellow student
at Bloomington High School.* By the time of the 1920
census, Sanford had married and established a household
with his wife, Olive.

City directories from 1907 to 1920 show Jeff and Ella
residing at 927 W. 6th, with Thomas C. and Alice nearby at
931 W. 6th. The two younger couples (Philip and Mabel,
Sanford and Olive) lived on N. Madison between 15th and
17th; at that time, these locations did not have street
numbers. All of the Drakes’ homes were within easy
walking distance of each other and of the Showers furniture
factory.

Jeff Drake’s obituary states that he worked for Showers for
fifty years. City directories from 1907 to 1920 list him as a
furniture factory employee, foreman, and laborer. Thomas
C. was a Showers employee at one time: in 1909, he is
listed as a factory worker. Later directories and his death
notice’ place him as a houseman and janitor at 814 E.
3rd—the Delta Gamma House at Indiana University.
Sanford also worked for Showers;® the directories list him
as a packer and crater. It is possible that Philip worked for
Showers, since he is listed as a laborer, packer, and helper.

Thomas Jefferson Drake is buried at Rose Hill, and so are
his wife, Ella, his sons, Thomas C., J. Philip, and Sanford,
and other family members. Sanford was an Army veteran
of World War I and a Mason.” J. Philip’s son, Philip L.,
was an Army veteran of World War Il and Korea, a Mason,
and a member of the Elks.® Thus, Drake’s descendants car-
ried on a tradition of Showers employment, community
participation, and military service.

Notes

1. “Old Slave Dies at Age of 90: End Comes to Life of Uncle Jeff
Drake, a Soldier of the Civil War, A Republican and for 50 Years
Employee of the Showers Co.,” Bloomington Daily Telephone,
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Thomas Jelferson Drake Dies in 1922

By Penelope Mathiesen

The following obituary appeared in the Bloomington Daily
Telephone on 10 November 1922. For more on Jeff Drake
and his family’s connection with Showers Bros., see article
on page 6.

OLD SLAVE DIES AT AGE OF 90

END COMES TO LIFE OF UNCLE JEFF DRAKE, A SOLDIER OF
THE CIVIL WAR, A REPUBLICAN AND FOR 50 YEARS
EMPLOYEE OF THE SHOWERS CO.

Thomas Jefferson Drake—Uncle “Jeff”—the oldest
colored man in Bloomington, a slave before the war, a
Union soldier during the war, for nearly half a century an
employee of Showers factory and a honor to his race, died
this morning at 6 o’clock at his home on west 6th street.
The funeral arrangements have not yet been made, but the
funeral will likely be Sunday when Uncle “Jeff” will be
laid to rest with all the honors the men and women of his
race can pay. Uncle Jeff died after an illness of five months
of the complications of old age but he was only confined to
his bed a part of the time [h]e was sick.

Uncle Jeff was born in Jefferson county, Kentucky in 1832,
the exact day of the year being doubtful. He was born in

Drake/Showers — Continued

slavery and as a boy and young man he was the property of
the Seaton family, of which Col. Chester Seaton was then
the head. When the war broke out Uncle Jeff caught the
spirit of freedom and in a few months joined the Union
army, with which he served for three years with distinction,
taking part in most of the big battles fought in the west.

With the war at an end and the Federal forces victorious
Uncle Jeff came to Indiana and settled in Bloomington.
Fifty years ago the Showers factory was just starting and
Uncle Jeff took employmnt [sic] with the Showers’ and for
half a century until a few months ago, he was an employee
of that institution, now grown to the greatest of its kind in
the world. Uncle Jeff saw Bloomington grow from a
village to its present size, and has been the friend of many
of the big men who have helped make Blomington [sic] the
city it is. Uncle Jeff came out of the Union army a
Republican, and his faith in that party was never shaken—
and always he voted the ticket.

Three sons, Thomas C. Drake, Sanford F. Drake and J.
Phillip Drake, all of this city, are left to mourn Uncle Jeff’s
death. The funeral will be held Sunday at 10:30 from
Bethel A.M.E. church, in charge of Rev. Washington and
burial at Rose [H]ill[.]

10 November 1922.

2. Frances Gilliam, 4 Time to Speak: A Brief History of the Afro
Americans of Bloomington, Indiana, 1865—-1965 (Bloomington:
Pinus Strobus Press, 1985).

3. In Monroe County Marriages, 1882—1920, the entry for “Drake,
Philip” lists 1890 as his year of birth. Rose Hill grave markers
have birth years of 1890 for J. Philip Drake and 1894 for Sanford
Drake.

4. Bloomington High School Annual (1908), p. 20. (This
publication preceded the Gothic.)

5. Death notice for Thomas
Herald-Telephone, 2 May 1956.

Drake, Bloomington

6. “Sanford Drake, World War I Veteran, Dies,” Bloomington Star

Courier, 14 July 1958.

7. “Sanford Drake,” 14 July 1958; Monroe County Deceased

Veterans, comp. Claude F. Rice (1997), p. 254.
8. Death notice for Philip Drake, Bloomington Herald Telephone,
9 May 1972.

David L. Rowland
19247 — 2008

David Rowland died December 16 at the age of
81. We owe a debt of gratitude to Dave for the
many years he devoted to laying the foundation
and building the History Center into what it is
today. He did everything from serving as presi-

dent of the Museum board through some difficult
times to painting over the alley wall graffiti on an
almost weekly basis.

Dave is well-remembered in the community for
his leadership with Boy Scouts and as a highly-
regarded principal at University Elementary and
Rogers Elementary Schools. We will miss him
greatly.
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News from Other Places

History Museum Opens in Ellettsville

A new museum celebrating the history of Ellettsville, In-
diana, has opened in the Eagles Landing Mall, the old lime-
stone building that once served as a high school and ele-
mentary school. The museum focuses on the history of El-
lettsville and Richland Township. It is organized and main-
tained entirely by volunteers. Many items have been donat-
ed by local families. The displays feature school athletes,
veterans of the armed services, stone companies, license
plates, photographs, scrapbooks, articles on local history,
and artifacts (such as the rolling pin used in the basement
kitchen of the school building).

The History Museum is located in Room 212 of the Eagles
Landing Mall, on eastbound State Road 46 in Ellettsville. It
is open the first Saturday of each month from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m.. To donate an item or to obtain additional information,
contact Mary Ann Steinhagen at: (812) 876-4526. (From
site visit and conversation with Mary Ann Steinhagen.)

Lincoln Museum Closes in Fort Wayne

The Lincoln Museum in Fort Wayne, Indiana, closed in
2008. Its parent organization, the Lincoln Financial
Foundation, cited a decline in attendance and a desire to
gain more visibility for its collections by placing them with
other organizations. The museum opened in 1928 and had
been in its recent location in downtown Fort Wayne since
1995. Its holdings included manuscripts, prints, engravings,
photographs, period artifacts, Lincoln family belongings,
and a signed copy of the Emancipation Proclamation. The
Lincoln Financial Foundation has donated the $20 million
collection to the State of Indiana. The items will be housed

A view of the Lincoln Museum.

1 transcription of a letter written

Filetesaullc 3
2HaBEn:
QEQBS!EE{Q%
- PRERLg

HISTORY
ltfems on display in the new History Museum located at the

Eagles Landing Mall in Ellettsville. Photo courtesy of
Penelope Mathiesen.

at the Allen County Public Library in Fort Wayne and the
Indiana State Museum in Indianapolis. (From ‘“Fort
Wayne’s Lincoln Museum to Close June 30,” Pennsylvania
News, 3 March 2008, accessed 01-03-09 at: http://
wwwl.phillyburbs.com; and ‘20 Million Lincoln
Collection to Stay in Indiana,” Bloomington Herald-Times,
13 December 2008.)

Hoosier Served as Confederate Soldier

A native-born Hoosier, Thomas Jefferson Riley, joined the
Confederate army, was taken prisoner by Union forces, and
eventually received a Confederate pension. He was the
great-great-grandfather of Mary Kraeszig, whose account
of his life appears in the September 2008 issue of the
Indiana Genealogist. Riley was born on 26 February 1842
in Mauckport, Harrison County, Indiana. He moved across
the Ohio River to Kentucky with his parents about 1844.
Riley returned to Kentucky after the Civil War and died in
Meade County on 28 January
1918. The article includes
photographs of Riley and a

in support of his application
for a CSA pension. (From

Mary Kraeszig, “Thomas
Jefferson  Riley:  Native
Hoosier and Confederate

Soldier,” Indiana Genealogist,
September 2008, pp. 136—140).
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News from the Library

By Penelope Mathiesen & Randi Richardson

New Publications Brochure

A new edition of the brochure, “Genealogy Publications
from the Monroe County Historical Society, Inc.,” is now
available. Recently published items include: Monroe Coun-
ty, Indiana, 1910 Census; Monroe County, Indiana, 1930
Census; and Index to Echoes from One-Room Schools. Oth-
er publications are also listed, such as cemetery and
death records, census and tax records, naturalization rec-
ords, histories, maps, marriage records, personal narratives,
will/probate records, and general reference materials.

Publication sales help support the MCHS mission. Items
may be purchased in the Museum Store or by mail. Most
publications are now available on CD for approximately
half the cost of the soft cover books. See the brochure for
prices or send e-mail to: genealogy@monroehistory.org.
You may pick up a copy of the new brochure at the
Monroe County History Center or access it online at the
MCHS web site. Go to: http://www.monroehistory.org and
click on “Store” to find a list of the society’s publications
and mail order instructions.

United Presbyterian Church
Centennial Proceedings

The Genealogy Library has received a copy of Blooming-
ton United Presbyterian Church Centennial: The
Proceedings of the Celebration September
22-24, 1933 (Bloomington, Ind., 1934).
President William Lowe Bryan of Indi-
ana University provided a foreword.
The booklet covers one hundred
years of church history from 1833
to 1933. It includes notes on the
congregation, pastors, and elders,
as well as a complete roll of
members from church records,

1833-1934. The booklet also
commemorates special centennial

events, such as services

(communion and evening), ser-

mons and talks (“An Archeologist
Views the Century,” “The Scotch

Irish,” “Fidelity and Vision,” “To a
100-Year Old Church”) and the Cen-
tennial Dinner (the menu included

William D. Turner, A.R.P. Bloomington United
Presbyterian Church pastor 1835-1869, taken from
Bloomington United Presbyterian Church Centennial: The
Proceedings of the Celebration September 22-24, 1933.

creamed chicken, mashed potatoes, peas, vegetable salad,
ice cream, white cake, rolls, butter, and coffee).

New Library Associate

On December 16, we welcomed Crystal Matjasic as the
new Library Associate assisting Library Director Liz
Knapp 15 hours per week. Crystal majored in history and is
now a first year Master’s in Library Science student at In-
diana University.

New Book on “Rock Crusher” Ralph Rogers

From the Ground Up is one of the newest books to be add-
ed to the Monroe County Historical Society’s Gene-
alogy Library. It was written by Sandy Smith, pub-
lished in 2008, and details the history of Ralph Rogers, a
self-proclaimed rock crusher, and the Rogers Group. The
text of the 164-page book is enriched with many photo-
graphs, six appendices, and an extensive index. Some of
the photos reveal the industrial side of Bloomington nearly
a century ago. Others capture the image of a man, his
family, and businesses in various stages of development.

According to Ralph’s brief family history as noted by
Smith, he was born in 1889 to John and Anna Rogers. His
father died soon after Ralph was born. Anna subse-
quently married John Hartman in 1893, and the
family resided in Bucktown, a poor part of
Bloomington.

Ralph was described as a big kid with a
short fuse. Consequently, he was
teased by his classmates. When still
quite young, a teacher sent him
home one day for fighting with a
student who had kicked him. Ralph
was angry and vowed never to
return. He never did. Instead, his
education was obtained on the job.
By 1908, when he was not yet 20,
he laid the foundation for his first
company, Bloomington Crushed
Stone.

That company has since parlayed into
an empire. “Ralph Rogers” has become a
name familiar to several generations of
men and women residing in and around
Monroe County. And the future of the Rogers
Group shines brightly.
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Corporate Members

Monroe County History Maker ($1,000)
CFC, Inc.

History Patron ($500)
Ivy Tech Community College
Smithville

Gallery Benefactor ($250)
Regions Bank

Exhibit Supporter ($100)

Bloomington Central Lions Club, Inc.
Bloomington Convention & Visitors Bureau
Commercial Service of Bloomington

David Ferguson, Attorney at Law

Cook Group, Inc.

Stephen L. Ferguson, Attorney at Law

Monroe County Farm Bureau, Inc.
X-Printwear & Promotions, Inc.

United Commerce Bank

John Bethell Title Co., Inc.
John Byers Associates
Curry Automotive Center
D & S Maintenance, Inc.

Gilbert S. Mordoh & Co., Inc. Hylant Group ISU/The May Agency, Inc.
Jeanne Walters Real Estate Malibu Grill Meadowood Retirement Community
Morrow Realtors Shean Law Offices Sullivan’s Inc - Fashions for Men

Annual Meeting & 2009-2010 Board Slate

The Nominating Committee (Lee Ehman, Lou ‘@
Malcomb, and David Musgrave) presents the
following slate of trustees for election at the

annual meeting of the membership on April 2.
Nominations from the floor are also accepted.

Officers

President: Glenda Murray

VP of Finance: Lee Ehman

VP of Operations: Lou Malcomb
Treasurer: Wenona Freeman

Secretary: Anne Cady

Associate Secretary: Tosha Daugherty
Genealogy Library Director: Liz Knapp

Board Members

Starting Second 3-year Term
Mary Lee Deckard, Jackie Gilkey,
Allison Lendman, Glenda Murray,
Steve Rolfe, Jamee Wissink

New Board Members

Starting First 3-year Term

Liz Knapp, Kevin Leffel, Jenn Marcum,
Bob Ralston, Gary Wiggins

Final list at http://www.monroehistory.org/
nominations.htm

Join us for the 2009
Annual Meeting

Thursday, April 2
Tpm

Dessert & Business Meeting
Desserts and drinks will be provided.

All members and guests are welcome.

RSVP to Dara at 332-2517 or ad-
min@monroehistory.org.
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New & Renewed Members

Nov. 13—Jan. 13

Richard & Jill Lesh
Ben & Christine Mitchell

History Patron
X Printwear & Promotions

& Dax Collins David L. & Karita Musgrave

Ralph G. Nowak*

Gallery Benefactor Carol Seaman

United Commerce Bank
Family

Exhibit Supporter Ray Beeker

D & S Maintenance, Inc.* Susan K. Bookout*
Denny & Lou Moir

Sustaining Judith Skirvin

Fleurette M. Benckart David P. Walter
James & Martha Dawson

Robert & Joann Dodd

M. Phil &

Margaret Hathaway

Basic
Robert M. Anderson
K. Edwin &

Betty Applegate
William & Cynthia Benson
Marilyn K. Bourke
Sandy Burke
John & Amber Challifour
John & Wilma Chambers
Fred Seward Dunn
Melanie Graves*

Jane W. Hatchel

G. Bruce Johnson*
Benjamin O. Keutzer
Mary (Kate) Kroll
Mark R. Kruzan

Nancy C. Lair

Tom & Angela Martin*
Mary Beth McCormick
Gloria Noone*

Patricia Lorena Pershing
Patricia Powell

Marion J. Sinclair

Jean Martin Warholic
Betty Carol Wilderman
Anne M. Wilkerson
Robert E. & B. Ann Wrenn

Showers-Graham Tour & Canopy of Lights Open House

X

Showers-Graham House Tour, December 13: Dan Fierst welcomes guests to the future Showers Inn Bed & Breakfast, and
volunteer Bob Dodd is reody to give historical details of the 105 year old house.

History Center Open House, November 28: Susan Feren’rlnos and Penny Mathiesen make hot cider for almost 600 guests;
Dara May and Sue Bowman staff the store; Jerry Spore plays Christmas carols.
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Don’t Miss

Craftacular

A spectacular Monroe
County History Center
craft event.

Sunday, March 29
1-6pm

Featuring:
Boxcar Books Table
Live Music
Free Museum Admission
Live Demonstrations
Hands-on Creation Labs
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Membership Form

Annual Membership Levels

o Student/Teacher.......c.ccvveene $20
w2 F T (o $35
o Family........ccooeviiii $60
o Sustaining..............coceeeiin $100
T Patron. ..o, $500

Corporate - Service Organizations
o Exhibit Supporter.................. $100
o Gallery Benefactor.................. $250
o History Patron....................... $500
o Monroe County History Maker... $1000

Method of Payment

o Visa o MasterCard o Check

Credit Card #

Expiration Date

Signature

Check if you are interested in:
o Volunteering

o Genealogy

o Civil War History

o Planned Giving

Please write your information
as you would like it to appear.

Name

Address

Phone

E-mail

Send to:
Monroe County Historical Society, Inc.
202 East Sixth Street
Bloomington, IN 47408



