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ĕ Fundraising Success ĕ  

Keep Up the Great Work  
By Gayle Cook 

Your Donations at Work 
For 28 years the History Center has been 

raising funds for operating expenses by 

selling donated, gently-

used merchandise. What has 

made this increasingly      

profitable is the warehousing 

we now have available for    

storage throughout the year. 

 

This means that we 

can accept individ-

ually donated 

items and also 

large estates 

whenever they 

become    

available. 

 

After remov-

ing any arti-

facts appropri-

ate for the     

Museumôs collec-

tion, we then sell 

merchandise in five 

ways, as reported for 2008. 

 

In addition to the above, all year long we 

sell used books in the Museum Store, and 

this coming year also a selection of vintage 

dolls. You can 

see how much 

your donated 

items have 

helped the 

History 

Center. 

Annual AuctionðMarch 9 

Wonôt you find some treasures to add to the 

auction or garage sale?  Remember, we 

cannot use clothing, outdated 

computers or TVs, broken   

furniture (unless it can be easily 

fixed), or non-working            

appliances. We can sell almost         

everything else. 

 

Again, our thanks to 

all of you who have 

donated items, 

worked at the 

sales, or        

purchased   

merchandise. 

 

You raised 

over $36,000 

in 2008! 
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February Auction                  $4,639.00 

Jan-May eBay             $1,235.50 

June Garage Sale                 $27,733.09 

October Vintage Doll Sale     $1652.50 

Nov-Dec Holiday D®cor Sale  $771.60 

 TOTAL                    36,031.69 

Annual Auction 

Monday, March 9 
 

Doors Open/Food Service Begins 5pm 

Auction Begins 6pm 
 

sponsored by 

2008 Sales 



MCHS Purpose Statement 
The purpose of MCHS shall be to     

collect, preserve, research, interpret and 

exhibit the genealogy, history and     

artifacts of Monroe County, Indiana, as 

well as research and  interpret the rela-

tion of that countyôs genealogy, history, 

and artifacts to the State of Indiana and 

the United States, and thereby to foster a 

deeper understanding and appreciation of 

Monroe Countyôs history, culture, and 

natural environment by all.   

Staff 
Jill Lesh: Managing Director 
director@monroehistory.org 
 

Erica Kendall: Collection Assistant 
collection@monroehistory.org 
 

Dara May: Office Manager 
admin@monroehistory.org 
 

Lisa Simmons: Education/ 

Membership/Volunteer Coordinator  
education@monroehistory.org 
 

Crystal Matjasic 
libassoc@monroehistory.org 
 

Martha Wainscott: Custodian 
 

Curators & Trustee Officers 
Glenda Murray: President 
glmurray@indiana.edu 
 

Lee Ehman: VP of Finance 
ehman@indiana.edu 
 

Dax Collins: VP of Operations 
dax@xprintwear.com 
 

David Musgrave: Treasurer 
dmusgrave@unitedcommercebank.com 
 

Tosha Daugherty: Secretary 
tosha@visitbloomington.com 
 

Jackie Gilkey: Associate Secretary  
jackie.gilkey@comcast.net 
 

Liz Knapp: Collections Curator,  

Genealogy Library Director 
genealogy@monroehistory.org 
 

Jamee Wissink: Exhibits Designer 
design@monroehistory.org 
 

Rachel Peden McCarty: Historian 
rachelmccarty@bluemarble.net 

All meetings and programs will be held at the 

History Center unless otherwise stated. 

 

General Board Meeting 
2nd Thursday of the month, 4 pm 

 

Civil War Roundtable Meetings 
2nd Tuesday of each month from Sep.-Jun. 

from 7-8:30pm. For more information, please 

contact Steve Rolfe at 336-0757. 

 

3rd Thursday Series 
3rd Thursday of the month from Jan.-Nov. a 

free program is held, usually at 7pm.  

 

Genealogy Group 
Every 1st Wednesday of odd months.  

 

February 

Gala Benefit Dinner, ñReady, Fire, 

Aim!ò w/ Bill Cook, 750 N. Daniels 

Dr., 6pm 

Civil War Roundtable, ñAbraham 

Lincoln: Weapons Developer,ò 

w/ Charles Matson, 7pm 

3rd Thursday, ñFrontier Indiana: 

Lincolnôs Home,ò 7pm, 

w/ Keith Erekson, see page 4 

WildCare Exhibit Reception, 5-7pm 

 

March 
Genealogy Group, ñIndiana Pioneers: 

The Great Optimists,ò see page 4, 2pm 

WildCare Ambassador Day w/ live 

birds of prey; free museum admission, 

1-3pm 

Annual Benefit Auction: Doors open, 

registration and food available at 5pm; 

auctions begins at 6pm 

Civil War Roundtable, ñThe Fall of 

Fort Pulaski,ò w/ David Wiley, 7pm 

3rd Thursday, ñWhy Young Feminists 

Embrace Traditional Crafts,ò w/ IU 

Folklore Department, 7pm 

Craftacular, see page 4, 1-6pm 

 

April 

Annual Meeting & dessert, 7pm  

Civil War Roundtable, ñGeneral Isaac 

R. Trimble,ò w/ Tony Trimble, 7pm 

ñHello Ma Baby: A View of Us in 

Infancyò Exhibit Reception, 5-7pm 

3rd Thursday, ñMonroe County 

Outdoors: Reservoirs & Forestsò w/ 

Martha Miller & Teena Ligman, 7pm 

Events Schedule  

ñThe Dog Made Me Buy Itò 
Opens:  October 10 

Closes:  February 21 

This exhibit created by 

Jamee Wissink features 

images and icons that have 

influenced our  purchases 

during the past century, 

including the beloved RCA dog, Nipper. 

 

ñBest Wishes: 

Pre-WWI Holiday Postcardsò 
Opens:  November 28 

Closes:  April 18 

This free, mini-exhibit features pre-WWI 

holiday postcards from the Centerôs      

collection. Holidays featured include: 

Christmas, New Yearôs, Lincolnôs      

Birthday, Valentineôs Day, Presidentsô 

Day, St. Patrickôs Day, and Easter.  
 

ñRed & Green Study Quiltsò 
Opens: January 30 

Closes: May 2 

The national traveling 

exhibit features 25  

ñstudy quiltsò from the 

American Quilt Study 

Group. Each quilt is an 

interpretations of an  

historic quilt pattern done in a red & green 

classic floral style. One of the original  

antique quilts used as a study pattern and 

belonging to Mary Lee & Norman Deckard 

is also on display. 
 

ñHello Ma Baby: 

A View of Us in Infancyò 
Opens: March 6 

Closes: June 13 

This new exhibition will feature famous 

Monroe County citizens as babies, historic 

infancy-related pieces, and will compare 

traditions from around the world. 
 

ñCommunity Voices Gallery:  

WildCare Inc.ò 
Opens: January 23 

Closes: April 4 

WildCare provides 

professional care to sick,  

injured, and orphaned  

wildlife in South Central In-

diana so that these animals may be 

released back into the wild with an 

excellent chance of survival. 

Exhibit Schedule  
Monroe County  

History Center  
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Update from the Managing Director  

Interns 
We have two interns from Indiana University this semester. 

Kayla Hassett, an Anthropology student, is working in   

collections and in the library.  Rachel Mitchell, a SPEA 

masterôs degree student, is helping to design an exhibit. 

 

Proposed Bylaw Changes 
The By-laws Committee (Glenda Murray, Bob Ralston, 

Dax Collins) have recommended four changes, plus minor 

clarifying language changes, to the Monroe County       

Historical Society by-laws, last updated in 2002. On     

February 12, the Board will vote on the proposed changes 

and make their recommendation for a final vote of the 

membership at the Annual Meeting on April 2. The final 

text of proposed changes will be available after February 

12 at www.monroehistory.org under annual meeting. 

 

Article I ï General Provisions, Section 1: 

Add the sentence ñThe building may be called the Monroe 

County History Center.ò 

 

Article II ï Purpose and Means, Section 1: 

Separate the purpose statement into two sentences (purpose 

& mission), by deleting ñand therebyò thus improving   

readability of a long purpose/mission statement. 

 

Article VII ï Committees 

Add a section (E) describing the Finance Committee 

ñE. Finance Committee 

1. This committee shall be responsible for overseeing the 

finances and funds of the MCHS, including all operating, 

endowment and building funds, for reviewing the proposed 

budget prior to adoption each year and for reviewing the 

budget during the year. 

2. The committee shall include the treasurer, the           vice

-president for finance, and other interested persons. 

3. Meetings shall be scheduled when it is necessary to   

perform the listed duties, but the committee shall meet at 

least quarterly.ò 

 

Article VII Committees ï F. Nominating Committee 

Change the number of Nominating Committee members 

from three to a range of three to five, by adding the words 

ñto five.ò 

 

New Exhibits Opening 
Three new exhibits will delight visitors this spring. Thank 

you to Jamee Wissink for her many volunteer hours       

developing these special exhibits. 

 

The Community Voices Gallery: WildCare Inc. exhibit 

was just installed. It features beautiful photos of wild ani-

mals, an impressive collection of bird eggs, displays of bird 

nests, feathers, and many other wildlife artifacts related to 

WildCareôs mission of providing care to wild animals in 

distress. 

 

Red & Green Study Quilts is open through May 2. This 

traveling exhibit features ñstudy quiltsò from the American 

Quilt Study Group in Lincoln, Nebraska. The size of a 

study quilt is small, a total of 200 inches for all four sides. 

Each quilt is a contemporary interpretation of an historic 

pattern. 

 

Hello Ma Baby: A View of Us in Infancy will open 

March 6 and run through June 13. The exhibit is being  

created by the design team of Lisa Simmons, Erica     Ken-

dall, intern Rachel Mitchell, and volunteer Jenny Mack. It 

will highlight baby-

related artifacts in our 

collection, and feature 

baby traditions, local  

photos, and fun facts. We 

are happy to have Rachel, 

a recent masterôs degree 

graduate in Museum  

Studies at IUPUI,        

volunteering for this    

project. 

 

 

Photo caption: (left to right) Dara May, office manager; Erica Kendall, collection assistant; Lisa Simmons, education,   

membership, & volunteer coordinator; Kristin Emery, library associate; Jill Lesh, managing director; and Martha Wainscott, 

custodian at a staff lunch on December 16. We wished Kristin good luck as she left her position at the History Center for 

volunteer opportunities in Costa Rica.  
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Programs Not To Miss  
 

 

 

 

ñIndiana Pioneers: The Great Optimistsò 

Wednesday, Mar. 4 

2pm 
 

Join the Genealogy Group to learn about 

the over 90 year-old Society of Indiana  

Pioneers (SIP). The Society honors the  

memory and work of Indiana Pioneers though research, 

informative talks, and historical tours and events. Dr. 

Mary Alice Hines, a SIP Board member, will share the 

history, mission, and upcoming event information with  

attendees. This free presentation is open to the public. 

Womenôs History Month Events 
 

 

Why Feminist are Embracing Traditional Crafts 

Thursday, Mar. 19 

7pm 

w/ IU Folklore Department 
 

Many Generation X & Y 

women are teaching 

themselves how to practice 

traditional crafts. Discover 

why young feminist are  

embracing traditional crafts, 

why they view the act of  

crafting as important, and how the crafts are evolving to 

meet the needs of these modern women.  

 

The Rosie the Riveter knitting pattern above is a popular 

motif for young feminists to utilize.  

 

 

Craftacular: A Spectacular Craft Event 

Sunday, Mar. 29 

1-6pm 
 

CraftÅacÅuÅlar \kraf-`ta-kyᴅ-lᴅr\ 

1: An event where people come together to delight in all 

things craft. 2: When something is both crafty and  

spectacular. 

 

This spectacular craft event will have live entertainment, 

hand-on craft demonstrations, make-and-take craft  

creation labs, free museum admission, and will serve as a 

place for the community to come together while crafting. 

 

The entire day will feature free museum admission, craft 

demonstrations, information tables, and hands-on learning 

opportunities. Donôt miss the live performance by folk 

singer/songwriter Naomi Rae or the Craft Creation Lab: 

Crocheted Chunky Bangles. Event schedule will be made 

available at www.monroehistory.org. 

 

Sponsored by Boxcar Books & Community Center 

ñFrontier Indiana: Lincolnôs Homeò 

Thursday, Feb. 19 

7pm 

with Keith Erekson 
 

Professor Erekson will paint a viv-

id picture of frontier life in the 

Midwest at the time Abraham 

Lincoln called Indiana his home. 

  

Erekson is an Assistant Professor of History at the 

University of Texas at El Paso. 

 

Ereksonôs visit is co-sponsored by the Lilly Library, the 

IU History Department, and the Poynter Center for the 

Study of Ethics and American Institutions.  

 

This free program is part of the History Centerôs  

3rd Thursday program series. 

WildCare Animal Ambassador Day 

Saturday, Mar. 7 

1-3pm 
 

Some of the rescued animals 

that cannot be released into the 

wild become animal  

ambassadors for WildCare Inc. 

Meet these ambassadors and 

their volunteer handlers at this 

family friendly event.  

Admission to the museum is 

free this Saturday, and a  

WildCare Inc. exhibit is in the 

Community Voices Gallery. 
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The History Center loves its            

volunteers. They are the backbone of 

the organization and many are needed 

to help the Society meets its mission of 

local history preservation. Give as   

little as 3 hours a month and become a 

Volunteer in Preservation. 

 

Volunteers enjoy these benefits:   flex-

ible scheduling, Monroe County Histo-

rian subscription, invitations to special 

events, 10% Museum Store discount, 

and special trip discounts. 

 

Here are just a few of the roles History 

Center volunteers play. 

 

Greeter 

Be the face of the History Center by 

greeting patrons as they arrive. This 

job is a great way to get familiar with 

our organization and still allows some 

personal time for reading, exploring 

our book sale, or other activities.  

 

Museum Store 

Volunteers are the best sales people. In 

fact, many Greeters will also help in 

the store during their shift. Duties   

include: customer assistance,   

straightening, and being a cheerful 

face. 

 

Library 

Become a history detective! Library 

volunteers work to find answers to the 

questions about our local pasts.     

Conscientious individuals who donôt 

mind getting their hands dirty are   

perfect for this fun and rewarding   

position. 

 

Building & Grounds 

Gardeners and handypersons can have 

fun with their hobbies while helping 

the Center. Get involved by          

maintaining our garden beds or     

helping to paint a gallery wall. This 

fun position is always changing. 

 

Collections 

Work hands-on with our artifacts! Jobs 

vary in duties, skill-sets, and length. 

All training is provided to help you 

learn how to: photograph objects, use 

the database, clean artifacts, research 

histories, and learn how to care for 

items using proper archival and     

preservation techniques.  

 

Technology 

Be a part of the ever-changing face of 

the MCHC. Technology changes every 

day, and we need to keep on top of 

these changes. Help us with projects 

ranging from databases to interactive 

website design. 

 

Office Help 

Help us keep our office running 

smoothly. This position can usually be 

done in conjunction with the Greeter 

job and may include: filing, assisting 

with mailings, or answering phones. 

 

Special Events 

We need people to help with our many 

special events. This positions is great 

for people who work during the day or 

anyone who likes planning a party. 

 

For more information about becoming 

a V.I.P. contact Lisa at 332-2517 or  

visit the History Centerôs website at 

www.monroehistory.org/volunteers. 

Become a V.I.P. (Volunteer In Preservation)  

By Lisa Simmons 

Above: �'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U�·�V���9�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U���3�L�W�F�K-in Dinner  

 

Left: Volunteer award winners: Jamee Wissink, 

�´�2�X�W�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H�µ���D�Z�D�U�G�����3�H�Q�H�O�R�S�H��
�0�D�W�K�L�H�V�H�Q�����´�*�H�Q�H�D�O�R�J�\���9�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���<�H�D�U�µ��
�D�Z�D�U�G�����'�D�Y�H���0�X�V�J�U�D�Y�H�����´�*�D�\�O�H���&�R�R�N���9�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U��
�R�I���W�K�H���<�H�D�U�µ���D�Z�D�U�G�����/�R�X���0�D�O�F�R�P�E����
�´�2�X�W�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H�µ���D�Z�D�U�G�� 


