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Child’s Play Exhibit  

By Jill Lesh 

A must-see exhibit, 

“Child’s Play:      

Aesthetics, Gender, 

and Children’s  

Clothing” is the crea-

tion of Kate Rowold 

and Kelly Richardson 

of the Sage Costume 

Collection, part of the 

Department of Appar-

el Merchandising and 

Interior Design at 

Indiana University. 

The exhibition offers 

a glimpse into the 

social and cultural 

implications of     

children’s clothing. 

 

The gallery displays are organized in seven 

vignettes: Summer, Winter, Lullaby, 19th 

Century, Dress-up, and Costume/Play. The 

19th Century section includes a white    

muslin dress and black, laced boots worn 

by IU Chancellor Herman B Wells as a  

toddler, when infants and young boys still 

wore dresses. Manikins in the Costume/

Play section wearing Spiderman and   skel-

eton ensembles remind the viewer how 

much children love costumes and dressing 

up. Kelly comments about her favorite 

piece in this section, “This fabulous sailor 

suit, c1891, is from Harrod’s in London. 

This complete ensemble, including hat, 

neck scarf, whistle & lanyard, was in the 

same family for more than 100 years before   

being donated to the Sage Collection.” 

In addition, there are five cases dedicated 

to Footwear, Headwear, Underwear,      

Accessories, and Doll/Toys. The Footwear 

Case displays black-and-white saddle shoes 

manufactured by Buster Brown, one of the 

nation’s longest-existing children’s      

trademarks. “Belly Binders” are in the   

Underwear Case. These umbilical bands 

were once thought to be an essential part of 

a newborn’s wardrobe. 

 

The exhibit runs through February 27, 

2010. A gallery guide pamphlet with      

additional background information is    

available in the museum. Share your    

childhood clothing memories at http://

childsplayexhibit.blogspot.com. 

 

The 19th Century section of the Child’s Play exhibit features 

a white muslin dress (far left) worn by Herman B Well’s and 

a 1859 pink dress with mementos still in the pocket. 
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Jenny Mack: Exhibits Assistant 
jmack23@gmail.com 
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All meetings and programs will be held at the 

History Center unless otherwise stated. 

 

General Board Meeting 
2nd Thursday of the month, 4 pm 

 

Civil War Roundtable Meetings 
2nd Tuesday of each month from Sep.-Jun. 

from 7-8:30pm.  

 

3rd Thursday Series 
3rd Thursday of the month from Jan.-Nov. a 

free program is held, usually at 7pm.  

 

Genealogy Group 
Every 1st Wednesday of odd months.  

 

December 
Volunteer Appreciation/Award 

Dinner, 5:15pm, Bring a dish to 

share, RSVP to 812-332-2517 

Candlelight Tour of Showers Inn, 

Members-Only Event, 5-7pm, 

Civil War Roundtable Holiday 

Dinner, Uptown Cafe, 6:15pm 

Create Your Own Miniatures,  

with Diana Hoffman, 1-4pm 

 

January 
Genealogy Group: “Simple Digital 

Pictures in Genealogy & Local 

History,” w/ Lee Ehman, 2pm  

Civil War Roundtable, “Sally of the 

11th Pennsylvania and Other 

Regimental Mascots,” w/ Jeff Allen, 

7pm 

3rd Thursday: “Natural History of 

Indiana,” w/ Nelson Shaffer, 7pm 

“Sundaes on Saturday” a Week of 

Chocolate event, free sundaes with 

admission, 1-4 pm 

 

February 
Gala Benefit, COOK World 

Headquarters, 6pm 

“History of the Buskirk-Chumley 

Theater,” w/ Susan Ferentinos, 7pm 

Annual Auction Benefit, 5pm 

Events Schedule 

“Celebration of Indiana Barns”  
co-sponsored by the Ft. Wayne 

Museum of Art and Bloomingfoods 

Opens:  Nov 6  

Closes:  Jan 16 

Portraits of 

Indiana Barns by 

Gwen Gutwein.  

 

“Community Voices Gallery: 

Community Foundation” 
Opens:  Oct 24 

Closes:  Jan 16 

Celebrate the Community 

Foundation’s 20-year history in 

Monroe County with a spotlight on 

the recent programs, initiatives, & 

scholarships their grants have made 

possible.   

 

“Child’s Play: Aesthetics, 

Gender, and Children’s 

Clothing” 
presented by the 

Indiana University 

Sage Historic 

Costume Collection 

Opens: Oct 17 

Closes: Feb 27 

Children’s attire  

provides a glimpse into 

social and cultural 

implications of 

children’s clothing.   

 

“Size Does Matter: The Art of 

Miniatures from Dollhouses to 

Coraline” 
Opens:  Nov 27 

Closes:  May 22 

This exhibit celebrates 

handmade miniatures on loan 

from local collectors and 

artisans, including Althea 

Crome who contributed the 

featured micro-knit sweater 

for the movie Coraline.  

 

“Community Voices Gallery: 

County Extension Office” 
Opens:  Jan 23     Closes:  May 10 

 

“The 9 Lives of Quilts” 
Opens:  Mar 4     Closes:  June 5 

Exhibit Schedule History Center 
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Holiday Closings 
December 24-26 — Christmas 

January 1 — New Year’s 

 

Snow Closings 
The History Center will not open on days 

when the MCCSC is closed for snow. 
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Update from the Managing Director 

Year-End Giving 
Please consider a gift to the Historical Society when you 

make your end-of-year donations. You will receive a letter 

and donation form in the mail. You have been very       

generous in the past. Thank you. 

 

Kaffee Klatsch Benefit Success 
Thank you to everyone who prepared, donated, and       

attended the Kaffee Klatsch benefit on Oct. 29. We netted 

$1,237 to restore the Hoadley Urn. A special Thank You to 

Carol Darling for orchestrating an absolutely charming 

luncheon with many door prizes and a demonstration by 

Inner Chef’s David Wade. Our sponsors were very gener-

ous: Bloomingfoods, Bloomington Coffee Roasters, Equal 

Exchange, Mary Kay by Lois Smith-Weiss, London Dog 

Boutique, Mandy’s Candy Shop, Natural Touch Massage, 

O’Child, and Quarrymen Coffee Roasting Company. 

 

Online Photo Database Project 

We are happy to announce that we have received grants 

needed to complete our Online Photo Database Project.  
 

The Photo Project Grantors  

The Community Foundation 

Smithville Charitable Foundation 
 

An enormous Thank You goes to The Community       

Foundation of Bloomington and Monroe County and to 

Smithville Charitable Foundation. We received grants from 

the Community Foundation for $5,883 and from Smithville 

Charitable Foundation for $12,000 to complete the online 

photo database project. This funding will allow us to hire 

hourly labor to digitize and enter documentation for more 

than 7,300 additional photographs in the PastPerfect      

museum database and to purchase archival materials to   

preserve the photos. 

 

This will make our entire collection of historic photographs 

available to every facet of our community via the web. It is 

our aim to deepen the understanding, ownership, and pride 

in our shared history. We are thrilled to be on our way to 

this goal. 

 

Gala – Friday, February 12 
You’ll want to mark your calendar for the Gala.  We are 

fortunate again to have Cook Incorporated host the Gala at 

the COOK World Headquarters on Daniels Way. Jim 

Madison is preparing one of his captivating talks, a special 

one for us: “My Favorite Hoosier Heroes.” He will    

challenge us to choose our own heroes as he shares stories 

of his favorites, including Eli Lilly and little-remembered 

Flossie Bailey. 

 

We are lining up great silent auction items, and the dinner 

will be a buffet of Bobby’s Classic Catering favorites. 

Wine is from Oliver Winery. Tickets are $50 per person 

(members $40) and $500 for a table of 8, qualifying the 

sponsor for an engraved brick in the path to the History 

Center entrance. Social hour & silent auction begin at 6:00 

p.m. followed by dinner at 7:00 p.m. 

It is great to partner 

with Bloomingfoods to 

bring the 

“Celebrating Indiana 

Barns” exhibit to 

Bloomington. Jill Lesh 

with artist Gwen Gut-

wein at the Opening 

Reception on Friday, 

November 6. The ex-

hibit runs through Jan-

uary 16. 

 Auction Donations Welcome  

 

The annual benefit auction, this year on Monday, February 22, will be at 

the History Center with auctioneers the Haleys and Wesemanns, whose 

professional help is always entertaining and much appreciated. Donations 

for the auction, and the later garage sale, will be accepted at any time. 

(Hint to donors: we cannot accept broken furniture, outdated computers 

and TVs, clothing, or non-working appliances.) Mark the date! 
 

-Gayle Cook 
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Not To Be Missed 
 

 

 

 

Family Fun Workshop: 

Create Your Own Miniatures 

Saturday, Dec. 19, 1-4pm 

with Diana Hoffman 

 

Make miniatures from recycled materials – perfect for 

doll houses, package decorations, and vignettes. Diana 

is a wizard at miniatures. She has delightful projects for 

adults and children. 

 

Drop in anytime between 1-4pm for the workshop and 

see the newest special exhibit by Jamee Wissink and 

Jenny Mack, “Size Does Matter: The Art of Miniatures 

from Dollhouses to Coraline.” 

 

We are collecting 

materials for the 

workshop. If you 

have any of the 

following, bring 

them to the     

History Center 

before Dec. 19. 

—Spray paint can 

lids, ‘tables’ from 

the center of piz-

zas, confetti, felt, 

beads, toothpaste 

caps (or similar 

lids), twist ties. 

Natural History of Indiana 

Thursday, Jan. 21, 7pm 

with Nelson Shaffer 
 

Unearth Monroe County’s past! 

Nelson will speak about his role 

with the Indiana Academy of 

Sciences in supporting the    

production of the book and  

PBS special, Natural History   

of Indiana, and give specific 

details about the pre-history of 

the Monroe County area. 

 

Nelson Shaffer is the Section Head of Coal and Industrial 

Minerals at the Indiana Geological Survey and Executive 

Director of the Indiana Academy of Science.  

Shower’s Inn Candlelight Tour 

A Members-Only Event 

430 N. Washington Street 

Saturday, Dec. 12, 5-7pm 
  

Members and their guests are invited to a candlelight tour 

and open house at the Shower’s Inn B&B. You will want 

to see the fabulous restoration work that the Fiersts have 

accomplished since we had an opportunity to see it a year 

ago. The woodwork is exquisite and the attention to every 

detail in restoring this 1903 Showers-Graham house is 

amazing.   

  

Join us for elegant appetizers, wine, and mulled cider.  

The Fiersts assure us that the halls will be decked in    hol-

iday splen-

dor –   a 

treat for both 

adults and 

children. 

Festive   hol-

iday   attire 

is   suggest-

ed. 

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 

Thursday, Dec. 10, 5:15pm 
 

Calling all History Center volunteers! We hope that you 

will join us for the pitch-in Volunteer Appreciation & 

Award Dinner. Guest are welcome. Please RSVP by 

12-08-09 to 812-332-2517. 

 

 

What to bring: a dish 

to share. 

 

What is provided:    

traditional &        veg-

etarian lasagna, drinks. 
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Updated Monroe County Communities Map  

By Bob Dodd 

The August 2008 issue of the Monroe County Historian 

included a map of communities of Monroe County that 

have existed at some time during the county’s history. 

Most of these communities had no governmental           

organization. Some were associated with schools, churches, 

or nearby post offices. Some were simply informal     

groupings of families in a particular geographic area. We 

should note that all of these communities did 

not exist at the same time. Schools, 

churches, and post offices closed and new ones were     

established through time. Some communities continued but 

their names were changed. To simplify the designation of 

communities, we largely based our map on the             

communities included in the Community Files in the     

Genealogy Library at the Monroe County History Center. 

This file contains newspaper clippings concerning         

activities in communities around the county.  

 

We were unable to locate some of the 

communities included in these files 

and asked for help from our readers. 

We also asked for the names of any 

communities we may have missed. 

We had several responses that      

enabled us to put additional names 

on the map and to change the        

location of a few communities. We 

greatly appreciate the help of our 

readers in refining the map. Soon 

after the map was printed, Ryle 

Publications released a book       

entitled Ryles’ Historical Atlas and 

Gazetteer Series (2008 Edition) 

Monroe County, Indiana (available 

in the Monroe County History   

Center gift shop). The book       

includes several maps showing 

communities we missed in our    

August 2008 version. Included here 

is an updated version of our August 

2008 map. It is still a work in     

progress and surely includes errors 

and omissions, so if you spot any, 

please let us know at                  

genealogy@monroehistory.org or 

dodd@indiana.edu 

 

Updated version of 

the shaded relief 

map of Monroe 

County communi-

ties that appeared 

in the August 2008 

issue of the Monroe 

County Historian. 

Map provided by 

Bob Dodd, with  

assistance from the 

Indiana Geological 

Survey. 
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Baker, Cassie Pauline, 1968–1973 

Baker, Daniel Joseph, 1968–1973 

Baker, Earl Eugene, 1968–1973 

Baker, James Edward, 1968–1973 

Baker, John Tony, 1968–1973 

Baker, Neva Elaine, 1968–1973 

Baker, Norma Jean, 1968–1973 

Bell, Larry Paul, 1961–1962 

Bockman, Camilla, 1913–1915 

Bockman, George Edmund, 1914–1921 

Burris, Sylvia Lynn, 1977–1981 

Butcher, Carl, 1900–1908 

Butcher, Everett, 1900–1911 

Butcher, Homer, 1900/1906–1904/1907 

Butler, Linda Faye, 1978–1978 

Carpenter, Carrie Corinne, 1923–1931 

Carpenter, Carrie Lula, 1910–1915 

Carpenter, Conrad/Conard Leslie, 1910–1913 

Carpenter, Harry Eugene, 1923–1931 

Carpenter, Leroy Gordon, 1923–1932 

Carpenter, Pressie May, 1910–1912 

Chambers, Barbara Sue, 1945–1954 

Chambers, Betty Lou, 1945–1954 

Chambers, Kenneth Earl, 1945–1949 

Chandler, Birdie May, 1903–1911 

Chandler, Emma P., 1899–1903 

Chandler, Goldie Fern, 1903–1918 

Chandler, Joseph, 1899–1905 

Chandler, Norman, 1899–1907 

Chandler, Roy H., 1899–1901 

Chandler, William R., 1903–1912 

Crouch, Dorothy Lou, 1954–1962 

Crouch, Geneva Mae 1954–1964 

Crouch, Richard Dean, 1954–1968 

Deming, Myrtle Edna, 1918–1925 

Deming, Oscar Carl, 1918–1929 

Dunihoo, Benton Clayman, 1903–1918 

Dunihoo, Fritz Laymon, 1903–1918 

Dunihoo, Hattie Moss, 1903–1908 

Dunihoo, Hercules, 1903–1905 

Dunihoo, Joseph Daniel, 1903– 

Dunihoo, Will, 1909–1910 

Dunihoo, William W., 1903–1907 

Fender, Jennie, 1892–1896 

Fender, Jesse, 1892–1896 

Galyan, Bernice Mildred, 1917–1921 

Galyan, Gilbert Joshua, 1915/16–1921 

Grubbs, Freda May, 1952–1959 

Grubbs, John Edward, 1953–1957 

Grubbs, Michael Lee, 1953–1962 

Haddon, Roger Dale, 1968–1971 

Hanson, Charles Steven, 1953–1954 

Hanson, Larry/Terry Wayne, 1953–1954 

Hanson, Robert Eugene, 1953–1954 

Hartsock, Edgar, 1898–1905 

Hartsock, Edna, 1898–1904 

Hartsock, Lillie, 1898–1900 

Hartsock, Minnie, 1898–1912 

Holler, J. Eva, 1908–1910 

Holler, Otho, 1908–1911 

Houston, Charles Robert, 1930–1940 

Houston, Samuel Curtis, 1930–1938 

Humphrey, Garland Ray, 1930–1937 

Humphrey, Sybil Delores, 1930–1939 

Kiser, Betty Jane, 1914– 

Kiser, Lusta Ann, 1914– 

Koons, Bryan, 1912–1926 

Koons, Mary Leona, 1912–1927 

Koons, Milford/Wilford, 1912–1923 

Koons, Raymond, 1912–1923 

Levi, Joseph, 1876–1885/6 

Linthicum, Ronald Lee, 1958–1960 

Linthicum, Virgil Raymond, 1958–1960 

Miller, Robert Wayne, Jr., 1954–1960 

Morgan, Laura Irene, 1907–1917 

Morgan, Mabel Marie, 1907–1913 

North, Peter Michael, 1968–1969 

Palmer, Eva, 1890–1892 

Pardue, Mary Ann, 1945–1948 

Payne, Lonnie H., 1890–1895 

Phipps, Betty Irene/June, 1933–1934 

Phipps, Erin Guynell, 1933–1934 

Phipps, Irma Kathleen, 1933–1934 

Phipps, Mildred Joan, 1933–1934 

Pryor, Della Blanche, 1908–1909 

Pryor, Josephine, 1908–1918 

Pryor, Stella, 1908–1911 

Ramsey, Dora, 1909/10–1913 

Richardson, Martha Elaine, 1946–1948 

Robertson, Gilbert Hoover, 1931–1940 

Rupp, Joyce Ann, 1950–1959 

Rupp, Robert Eugene, 1950–1957 

Sanders, James V., 1887– 

Sanders, John W., 1887– 

Seat, Teresa Len, 1976–1978 

Seat, Tina Marie, 1976–1978 

Stockwell, Grace Mareen, 1891–1896 

Stockwell, Jennie Lind, 1891–1897 

Stockwell, Pearl M., 1891–1892 

Thacker, Orville, 1921–1929 

VanBuskirk, Franklin Oliver, 1914–1918 

VanBuskirk, Marie J., 1914–1919 

White, Gerry, 1952–1964 

White, Gretchen, 1952–1966 

White, Mary, 1952–1961 

White, Randy, 1952–1964 

White, Ruth, 1952–1962 

Williams, Greenberry, 1887–1893 

Williams, Nora Janetta, 1887– 

Williams, William, 1887/88–1900 

Monroe County Orphans at the 

Indiana Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Children’s Home  

By Randi Richardson 

The Indiana Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Children’s Home is a 

residential and educational facility near Knightstown,    

Indiana. It was privately founded in 1866 through the    

efforts of Oliver Morton, Governor of Indiana, for veterans 

of the Civil War. In 1867, the state assumed control of the 

Home. In 1871, the veterans were moved elsewhere and the 

Home became a place for the destitute and orphaned     

children of war veterans. 

 

Since that time, 11,000 children have lived at the Home. 

During the course of their stay, a number of records were 

generated on their behalf including: Applications for     

Admission, Admission Books, Discharge Books, Discharge 

Cards, School Records, and Indenture Papers. These      

records have been preserved at the Indiana State Archives 

in Indianapolis.  Some original documents, including     

Applications for Admission and Indenture Papers, are filed 

together by family and maintained in a restricted area. 

They are available on request. (Documents from recent 

years may not be available due to a concern for the privacy 

of living individuals.) The remaining documents are     

available on microfilm kept in the general reference area. 

 

In 1999, the Indiana Historical Society published an index 

to those children admitted to the Home prior to 1980. The 

index is presented in alphabetical order by name and     

includes the type of record(s) available for each child as 

well as the year of their admission and discharge. The 

names of those individuals who resided in Monroe County 

prior to placement were extracted from the index and are 

noted below. 
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Wiles Drug: 86 Years on the Square  

By Penelope Mathiesen 

Wiles Drug Store opened in 1899 at 104 

North Walnut Street on the east side of 

Bloomington’s downtown square. The 

owner, Wood Wiles, was born in      

Shelbyville, Indiana, on 12 August 1870. 

He graduated from Purdue University’s 

School of Pharmacy in 1893 and arrived 

in Bloomington the following year. In 

1895, he and his wife, Anna, built a 

home at 332 South Rogers, near the 

downtown area in the Prospect Hill 

neighborhood. In addition to the      

dwelling, designed by architects Crapsey 

and Lamm, the property included a    

carriage house for the family horse and 

surrey. In 1896, a newspaper item      

described Wood Wiles as “the handsome 

and popular prescriptionist of Lindley’s 

drug store.” When Wiles bought George Norman’s      

drugstore at 104 North Walnut in 1899, he started the    

business that bore his name for many years. 

 

Wiles Drug Co. (as it appears in city directories after 1900) 

was popular with both townspeople and student walk-ins 

from the nearby campus. During its early years, before the 

development of specialty stores, 

the business filled a variety of 

needs. It featured a soda      

fountain, served as the bus   

depot, and sold athletic      

equipment and paint. The store 

was the only one in town      

authorized to offer a full line of 

Kodak photographic products 

and services. A photograph 

from the Monroe County     

History Center’s collections, 

showing road construction on 

Kirkwood Avenue ca. 1915, is 

marked “finished by Wiles’  

Kodak Dept.” 

 

The location of Wiles Drug can 

be seen in a photograph of  

businesses on the east side of 

the square ca. 1914–16. The Fraternity Building (home to 

the Knights of the Pythias and the Red Men) north of the 

alley had a cafe and barbershop at street level. South of the 

alley, there was a candy store with office space upstairs, a 

billiard parlor, a millinery shop, a “gents furnishings” store, 

and Wiles Drug. (The latter two businesses occupied the 

location that now houses the Malibu Grill.) Just beyond 

Wiles Drug (and not visible in the photograph) was a meat 

market. Monroe County Bank anchored the south end of 

the block (where the Book Corner operates today). 

 

Over the years, the evolving business climate spelled 

change for Wiles Drug. The 

soda fountain was taken out in 

1919. With the development of 

specialty stores that sold paint 

and sporting goods, Wood 

Wiles discontinued those    

products. He died on 5          

November 1930, two days after 

suffering a fatal heart attack on 

the premises of his store, but his 

son, Robert, carried on the   

business. In 1952, the store 

moved up the block to a new 

location at 112 North Walnut 

(formerly a candy store, now 

home to Caveat Emptor). 

 

At the time it was featured in a 

1970 newspaper article, the 

store boasted “five registered 

pharmacists” to serve its downtown patrons. The business 

had been incorporated, with Robert Wiles, president, and 

his wife, Catherine Wiles, secretary-treasurer. Thomas Bo-

Photograph of road construction on Kirkwood 

Avenue, ca. 1915. From the collections of the 

Monroe County History Center. 

Businesses along North Walnut on the east side of the square, ca. 1914–16. 

From Left to Right: Greek Candy Co. (with Harry A. Axtell’s Insurance and 

Real Estate upstairs); Olympia Pool and Billiard Parlor; Mrs. L. J. Buckley, 

milliner; F. J. Dietz, Gents Furnishings; and Wiles Drug Co. (The approximate 

date of the photograph is based on examination of Bloomington city 

directories.) Photograph by Chas. Gilbert Shaw, from the collections 

of the Monroe County History Center. 
 

Continued on p. 11 
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Historic Children’s Home on Endangered List 
The Indiana Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Children’s Home has 

been placed on Historic Landmarks of Indiana’s list of “10 

Most Endangered” historic sites. The State of Indiana is 

considering the fate of the home as a residential school and 

has announced plans to close it at the end of the current 

school year. This places in doubt the future of the extant 

structures, which date from 1887 to 1980 and represent a 

variety of architectural styles. They include administrative, 

chapel, hospital, residential, school, service, staff, and   

utility buildings. The Indiana Soldiers’ and Sailors’      

Children’s Home cared for children who were orphaned or 

reduced to poverty as a result of the Civil War and        

subsequent conflicts. For more information, go to: www. 

historiclandmarks.org (From Indiana Preservationist, May/

June 2009 and the Web site. For a list of the home’s    

Monroe County residents, see article on p. 6 of this issue.) 

 

Wander Historic Indiana 
Indiana Heritage Travel, a new Web site launched by    

Historic Landmarks of Indiana, highlights a blend of     

unchanged historic locations and restored landmarks. These 

include inns, museums, restaurants, shops, theaters, and 

more. New places are added each month, so check it out 

before you take a trip. The site may be searched according 

to themes (attractions, dining, etc.), trip types (arts and cul-

ture, family outings, etc.), and counties. Maps are provided 

for each location. Go to: http://www.historiclandmarks.org 

and click on Heritage Travel. (From Indiana Preservation-

ist, September/October 2009, and the Web site.) 

News from Other Places 

Genealogy Group 

to Discuss Digital Pictures in January 
At the January meeting of the Genealogy Group, Lee     

Ehman, Genealogy Library volunteer, will demonstrate 

simple operations with digital pictures of genealogy or  

local history items. His presentation will cover taking digi-

tal pictures, downloading them to a computer, basic steps 

in manipulating them with Photoshop, and sending them 

via e-mail. This meeting will be held at the Monroe County 

History Center on Wednesday, 13 January 2009, at 2 p.m. 

  

Normally, the Genealogy Group 

meets on the first Wednesday 

(2pm) of every odd month at the 

Monroe County History Center, 

and on the second Wednesday 

(7pm) of every even month at the 

Monroe County Public Library. 

The group focuses on topics that 

help genealogists become better 

family detectives. For more      

information about the Genealogy 

Group, e-mail the Genealogy   

Library Director, Liz Knapp, at: 

genealogy@monroehistory.org, or 

call (812) 332-2517. 

Mt. Tabor Items Received 
The Genealogy Library has received photocopies of three 

items related to the community of Mt. Tabor from David 

Hoadley: (1) a postcard, dated 1 August 1908, showing the 

Hoadley home; (2) a photograph of a group of stonecutters; 

and (3) a two-page handwritten newspaper. The masthead 

reads: The Reporter. 1884. Mt. Tabor News, Jan. 9, 1884. 

The subscription rate was $1 per year. A notice to          

subscribers states: “After reading this, no. 1, will please 

hand it to no. 2, and so on until it has made its grand rout

[e].” (Apparently, only one copy per issue sufficed!) Nine 

subscribers are listed in the left-hand column on the first 

page, along with the names of the editors: Silvester S. D. 

Hoadley and Claudius J. J. Hoadley. The newspaper      

contains poetry, humor, local news, and drawings.         

References to the weather include items such as: “There 

will be a large freshet next week if enough rain falls,” 

“Indiana has two Summers and a double Winter,” and the 

following poem submitted by S. Hoadley: 

 

“April comes with joy to all, 

It winter overthrows; 

And leaves instead of ice and snow 

The fragrance of the rose.” 

News from the Library 

The Indiana 

Soldiers’ 

and Sailors’ 

Children’s 

Home 
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Corporate Members 

New & Renewed Members     Sept. 15 — Nov. 14 

Monroe County 

History Maker 

CFC, Inc. 

Cook Group Inc. 

Smithville  

 

Exhibit Supporter 

David L. Ferguson, 

       Attorney-at-Law 

Oliver Winery 

Malibu Grill 

 

Patron 

Adele L. Edgeworth 

Bob Ralston 

 

Sustaining 

Philip & Bonnie Anderson 

William & Ellen Boruff 

Peter Dvorak 

Patsy Fell-Barker 

Lois Heiser 

Rex Hinkle 

Harry Hollis 

Marion & Lucy Jacobs 

Ross S. Jennings 

John & Karla Kamstra 

Jim & Jeanne Madison 

Alice Manifold 

Penelope Mathiesen 

Michael Molenda & 

       Janet Stavropoulos 

Ward W. Moore 

Curt & Judy Simic 

Don & Virginia Tyte 

Frank & Carol Zeller 

 

Family 

Bob & Julie Hammel 

Paul & Jane Jensen 

Bob & Sara LeBien 

Jeanette Calkins Marchant 

Cullen & 

       Rachel Peden McCarty 

Charles & Judy McClary 

Phyllis C. Schwitzer 

Dan & Joyce Turpen 

John & Linda Whikehart 

Dick & Betty Yoder 

 

Basic 

Jean L. Anderson 

Dale E. & 

       Carolyn Anderson 

Myra G. Baker 

Robert & Rosanna Blakely 

Peter & Nancy Boerner 

John & Mary Bohenkamp 

James & Becky Buher 

Kitty Burkhart 

Jane W. Burris 

Ruel & Shirley Cheatham 

Wanda Clegg 

Vicky Crowe 

Kate Cruikshank 

Richard & Carol Darling 

John D. & Sara J. Davenport 

Trent Deckard 

Dan Deckard & 

       Maria Bucur-Deckard 

Fred Seward Dunn 

Bridget L. Edwards 

Al & Liz Feitl 

Jerry & Linda Forshee* 

Philip L. Fowler* 

Stella Jane Franklin 

David Freese 

David & Diane Goss* 

Anne Grossmann* 

Jane Hitchcock 

Diana Hoffman* 

Judy Holy 

R. Kent & Anne Honeycutt 

Laurie D. Hoover 

B. J. Irvine 

Judie Iverson 

Lora D. Johnson 

Nancy E. Jonas 

Connie Young Kitchen 

Sally Kofmehl 

Merritt & Naomi Lawlis 

David & Margaret Lemon 

Bob & Allison Lendman 

Rene Llewellyn 

Janett B. Lowes 

Gerald & Audrey Marker 

Max & Jane Marsh 

Edris Mathiesen 

Ida Giotto Medlyn 

Howard Mehlinger 

Ann W. Moore 

Melissa D. Morrison 

Tim Morrison & Linda Hunt 

Emilie C. Murray* 

Anton & Victoria Neff 

Pat & Peggy Page 

Patricia Lorena Pershing 

Doris B. Philbrick 

Patricia Powell 

Ronald & Frona Powell 

Joan Prentice 

Edie Reynolds* 

Randi Richardson 

John & Lorna Seward 

Constance T. Shotts 

Phil & Linda Stafford 

Richard & Susan H. Stryker 

Armen Vartian & 

       Candice Foss* 

Richard & Wilma Worsena 

Baqui & Olga Zai 

 

Student/Teacher 

Sarah Clevenger 

Susan DeMoss 

*   D
enotes 

New Members 

Monroe County History Maker 

($1,000) 

CFC, Inc.    

Cook Group Incorporated 

Smithville 

 

History Patron ($500) 

Ivy Tech Community College  

Monroe County Farm Bureau, Inc.  

X-Printwear & Promotions, Inc. 

 

Gallery Benefactor ($250) 
Monroe Bank    

Stephen L. Ferguson, Attorney at Law 

Regions Bank   

United Commerce Bank 

 

Exhibit Supporter ($100) 

Bloomington Central Lions Club 

John Bethell Title Co., Inc. 

Bloomington Convention & Visitors Bureau 

John Byers Associates 

Commercial Service of Bloomington 

Curry Automotive Center 

David L. Ferguson, Attorney at Law 

D & S Maintenance, Inc. 

Gilbert S. Mordoh & Co., Inc. 

Hylant Group 

ISU/The May Agency, Inc. 

Jeanne Walters Real Estate 

Malibu Grill 

Meadowood Retirement Community 

Morrow Realtors 

Oliver Winery 

Shean Law Offices 

Sullivan’s Inc - Fashions for Men 
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Gently Used Gifts 
The History Center is again having its 

popular sale of gently-used holiday 

decorations and gifts. These are 

special items gleaned from the 

donations of merchandise        

received throughout the year. The 

selection includes wreaths,      

garlands, ornaments, candles, 

teddy bears, dolls, holiday      

serving dishes, books, and small 

gifts. Come see the great        

bargains! 

Holiday Gift Ideas 
The Museum Store will as usual offer a wide variety of 

new holiday merchandise—cards, books, toys, ornaments, 

Clay City pottery, calendars and much more. Special 

this year is a selection of barn prints suitable for 

framing, and locally roasted packaged coffee. The 

History Center's brand-new cookbook, Mouth   

Watering Monroe County, and our earlier      

cookbook, Tastes of Monroe County, make great 

gifts at $10 each.  

 

Don't forget to ask the cashier for your member 

discount! 

Gifts from the History Center 

By Gayle Cook 

Our Volunteer: Liz Knapp  

By Lee Ehman 

This month the Indiana Historical Society will award its 

annual Willard C. Heiss Family History/Genealogy Award 

to Liz Knapp, our Genealogy Library Director. How did 

Liz become one of Indiana’s top genealogists? 

 

At a young age, she was given some 

family records by her grandmother 

Howe. “I was the oldest grandchild, 

so I took care of all the kids, and also 

the genealogy,” she explained. While 

Liz remembers coming to the         

Carnegie Library as a child, walking 

here from her grandma’s house on S. 

Washington St., she can’t recall      

specifics, except that she usually had 

to bring a few of her cousins with 

her.” 

 

Liz volunteered in her children’s high 

school library while living in Sagi-

naw, Michigan. She recalls a   particu-

larly challenging job as helping to 

start a library in a new school, which 

involved moving many books from 

one school to another. “It was really 

HARD work,” Liz recalls. 

 

She joined a genealogy group in Saginaw, but was        

frustrated because they didn’t have any Monroe County 

records. When back in Bloomington, she found the       

documents needed for her family research here at the    

History Center, and was soon recruited by Loretta Condra 

to become Library Director in the spring of 2003. 

 

The high points of working in the Library for Liz are    

helping people find new information and becoming excited 

by the experience. Her biggest      

problem is the lack of space. Liz real-

ly likes external relations: “I like to 

meet people, go out and talk to them, 

look at what they’re doing and giving 

to us, and asking for donations of val-

uable materials. I’m a PR       person!” 

 

Liz has many accomplishments while 

Library Director. This, from her 

award nomination, sums up her work: 

“In her role as director, Liz Knapp 

provides outstanding leadership in the 

library, which, in turn, serves      

countless individuals in their local and 

family history research. Her tireless 

work has transformed the Genealogy 

Library into a first-class resource for 

these researchers. Although she      

carries out considerable local and 

family history inquiry herself, her pri-

mary contribution can be found in the quality of work ena-

bled in others’ research as they use the tools she has built 

and maintained in the Genealogy Library.” 

Library Director Liz Knapp 
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1 

ruff managed the downtown drugstore. Fred Hancock man-

aged Wiles Photo Supply and Rapid Film Service at 507 

East Kirkwood. Wiles Drug Co. last appears in the Bloom-

ington city directory in 1985; the 1986 directory lists 112 

North Walnut as “vacant.” A long tradition had come to an 

end. 

 

According to his obituary (6 November 1930), Wood Wiles 

was treasurer of the First Presbyterian Church, a charter 

member of the Bloomington Rotary Club, a Knight       

Templar in the Masonic fraternity, and a member of the 

Elks Lodge. Who could ask for a better epitaph than the 

one expressed in this obituary: “It is doubtful if any man in 

Bloomington possessed as many friends as Mr. Wiles.” 

 
Sources: Bloomington city directories; “Mrs. R. W. Wiles Guest 

of Son,” Bloomington Republican Progress (2 November 1896); 

“Our Bloomington of Yesteryear: East Side of Public Square in 

1891,” by Bennett P. Reed (Bloomington Daily Herald, 26    

August 1949); obituary for Wood Wiles, Bloomington Evening 

World (6 November 1930); “A Walk through the Prospect Hill 

Historic District: Historic Tour Guide No. 4” (Bloomington   

Restorations, Inc., 1992); “Wiles Drug Store Started in 1899,” by 

Wing Barfoot (Bloomington Courier Tribune, 11 October 1970). 

Continued from page 7 

2 
3 

Recent Events 

 

1: Celebration of Indiana Barns 

Exhibit Opening - November 6 

Glenda Murray and Jim & Nancy Kryway   

admire Gwen Gutwein’s portraits of 50 barns.  

The exhibit is co-sponsored by the Fort Wayne 

Art Museum and Bloomingfoods. More than 

130 guests enjoyed Gwen’s presentation and 

fantastic food from Bloomingfoods. 

 

3: Collections 101 Workshop – October 24 

Erica Kendall presented collection manage-

ment basics to 12 enthusiastic workshop    

participants. The workshop was held at the     

History Center, organized by the Association 

of Indiana Museums and sponsored by the 

Midwest Registrars Committee. 

2: Hands-on Cemetery Workshop — October 10 

Marta Jones and Rene Llewellyn were two of the 42 participants who  

repaired or reset 22 stones in Bloomington White Oak Cemetery under the 

guidance of restoration specialist John Walters. The workshop was 

co-sponsored by Bloomington Parks & Rec. and the Bloomington Conven-

tion & Visitors Bureau.  Congratulations to the Cemetery Committee. 
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