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Gala ĕ Friday, February 12  

By Jill Lesh 

You will certainly want to attend the Third 

Annual Gala. James H. Madison will regale 

us with stories of his favorite Hoosier    

Heroes. The silent auction will feature    

irresistible items including a hot air balloon 

ride and an overnight stay with golf at 

French Lick Resort. 

 

Please consider sponsoring a table of 8 for 

$500. It is a great donation and qualifies the 

table host for an engraved brick in the    

History Path at the entrance to the History 

Center. 

 

The Gala proceeds go to the Historical    

Society Foundersô Endowment. We kicked 

off the current endowment campaign at the 

Gala last year and are making great        

progress toward our $50,000 campaign 

goal. 

 

Individual seats are $40 each for members 

($50 for non-members). Pre-paid           

reservations are required. 

 

Thank you to our sponsors: 

Some Monroe County Heroes: Quarry 

workers of Victor Oolitic Stone Company. 

The two men at the right on the front row 

are Frank Smith and Vern Kelly. 1920s pho-

to donated by Betty J. Russell -Read with a 

short history about Franklin       Cleveland 

Smith, 1999.024.0001.  



Mission Statement 
The mission of the Monroe County 

Historical Society is to foster a deep-

er understanding and 

appreciation of Monroe Countyôs 

history, culture, and natural 

environment by all.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff 
Jill Lesh: Managing Director 
director@monroehistory.org 
 

Lisa M. Simmons: 

Outreach Coordinator  
education@monroehistory.org 
 

Erica Kendall: Collections Manager 
collection@monroehistory.org 
 

Dara May: Office Manager 
admin@monroehistory.org 
 

Crystal Matjasic: Library Associate 
libassoc@monroehistory.org 
 

Jenny Mack: Exhibits Assistant 
jmack23@gmail.com 
 

Martha Wainscott: Custodian 
martha.elizabeth@alumni.iu.edu 

 

Curators & Trustee Officers 
Glenda Murray: President 
glmurray@indiana.edu 
 

Lee Ehman: VP of Finance 
ehman@indiana.edu 
 

Lou Malcomb: VP of Operations 
malcomb@indiana.edu 
 

Wenona Freeman: Treasurer 
wenona_freeman@comcast.net 
 

Anne Cady: Secretary  
acady1@gmail.com 
 

Tosha Daugherty: Asst. Secretary 
tosha@visitbloomington.com 
 

Liz Knapp: Collections Curator,  

Genealogy Library Director 
genealogy@monroehistory.org 
 

Jamee Wissink: Exhibits Designer 
j_wissink@yahoo.com 
 

Joyce Poling: County Historian 
jpoling@homefinder.org 

All meetings and programs will be held at the 

History Center unless otherwise stated. 

 

General Board Meeting 
2nd Thursday of the month, 4 pm 

 

Civil War Roundtable Meetings 
2nd Tuesday of each month from Sep.-Jun. 

from 7-8:30pm.  

 

3rd Thursday Series 
3rd Thursday of the month from Jan.-Nov.      

a free program is held, usually at 7pm.  

 

Genealogy Group 
Every 1st Wednesday of odd months.  

 

February 
Civil War Roundtable: ñExamining 

the Committee on the Conduct of 

the War,ò w/ Ric Watson, 7pm 

Gala Benefit, COOK World 

Headquarters, 6pm 

3rd Thursday: ñHistory of the 

Buskirk-Chumley Theater,ò  

w/ Susan Ferentinos, 7pm 

Annual Auction Benefit, 5pm 

ñCounty Extension Officeò exhibit 

reception, 5-7pm 

 

March 
Genealogy Group: ñIf a Picture is 

Worth a Thousand Words,ò  

w/ Randi Richardson, 1pm 

Civil War Roundtable: ñPvt. Jacob 

Mann who Died at Andersonville 

Prison,ò w/ Allan Sather, 7pm 

3rd Thursday: ñExtension Home-

maker Clubs,ò w/ Sue Berg, 7pm 

 

April 
2nd Annual Craftacular, Hands-on 

Demonstrations, 12-5pm,  Free 

Civil War Roundtable: ñBattle of 

Perryville Kentucky,ò w/ Michael 

Willever, 7pm 

3rd Thursday: ñFirst Ladies of IU,ò 

w/ Laurie Burns McRobbie, 7pm 

Events Schedule  

ñChildôs Play: Aesthetics, 

Gender, and Childrenôs 

Clothingò 
presented by the 

Indiana University 

Sage Historic 

Costume Collection 

Opens: Oct 17 

Closes: Feb 27 

Childrenôs attire  

provides a glimpse into 

social and cultural 

implications of 

childrenôs clothing.   

 

ñSize Does Matter: The Art of 

Miniatures from Dollhouses to 

Coralineò 
Opens:  Nov 27 

Closes:  May 22 

This exhibit celebrates 

handmade miniatures on loan 

from local collectors and 

artisans, including Althea 

Crome who contributed the 

featured micro-knit sweater 

for the movie Coraline.  

 

Community Voices Gallery 

ñCounty Extension Officeò 
Opens:  Jan 23     Closes:  May 8 
The Purdue University Cooperative    

Extension Service provides education to 

Indiana citizens through land-grant     

university research and knowledge base to 

develop youth and strengthen agriculture, 

families and communities. 

 

 

ñThe 9 Lives of Quiltsò 
Opens:  Mar 4     Closes:  July 10 

Examine the stages in the ñlifeò of a quilt, 

from its origins to suggestions for its 

adaptive reuse and learn how to care for 

and to preserve your heirloom quilts. 

 

Do you have a quilt that is past its useful 

life? Or do you have items that have been 

made from old quilts? If you do, please 

share these with us for this upcoming 

quilt exhibit. Contact Jenny Mack at the 

History Center, 332-2517. 

Exhibit Schedule  History Center  
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Snow Closings 

 
The History Center will not open on days 

when the MCCSC is closed for snow. 
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778.20 

 

$25,418.91 
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Update from the Managing Director  

New Design for Website 
Lee Ehman has redesigned our website. Among the many 

volunteer roles Lee fills at the History Center is that of 

webmaster. The newly designed website features fly-out 

navigation menus, reorganized sections, and expanded  

content. Everything is easy to find from the main page. In 

particular, the Genealogy Library on-line database         

resources have been reorganized and expanded. Of special 

interest is the new Monroe County Maps page which adds 

on-line plat maps for 1856, 1909, 1920, and 1932. I really 

like having Photo Gallery section under About Us. Take a 

look at http://monroehistory.org/. 

 

Online Photo Project 
We are making steady progress in 

the photo project with four people 

working as contract workers. 

Weôre up to 6,464 photos now 

available in the searchable online 

database. 

 

Mark Grosser scans photos and 

inserts thumbnails of the photos 

into our PastPerfect database. 

Devin Blankenship, Brenda    

Lommel, and Michael McDowell 

have been entering photo          

descriptions into PastPerfect since 

November. This work is possible 

through grants from The         

Community Foundation and 

Smithville Charitable Foundation. 

Wahl Family Charitable Trust 
We received a $2000 grant from the newly established 

Wahl Family Charitable Trust. The grant will be used to 

purchase much-needed artifact preservation supplies. 

 

Jill Recovering 
On December 30, I had back surgery to remove a piece of 

ruptured disc that had been compressing a nerve for seven 

weeks. The pain is greatly decreased, and the nerve is grad-

ually healing.  The therapy is ñwalk, walk, walk.ò Thanks 

to everyone for the warm support. 

 

Search for New Managing Director 
I will be leaving the History Center 

next month to pursue some       

personal and family pleasures. 

Working with the volunteers and 

staff for almost four years has been 

wonderful. This has been a dream 

job for me. However, now I need 

to devote more time to taking care 

of myself and my family. We are 

conducting a search for a new 

managing director. Applicants can 

send resumes to 

hr@monroehistory.org. The     

closing date is Friday, February 5. 

A big thanks goes to all who donated items for resale 

throughout the year. We also thank those who purchased 

merchandise, and the hardworking volunteers who       

conducted the sales. 

  

Here's the good news on income generated: 

February auction         

June garage sale             

October art sale                

Holiday sale  

___________________________ 

Total: 

Donating merchandise is an easy way to help the History 

Center, and to clean out those closets. Hint to donors: we 

cannot accept clothing, broken furniture, outdated       

computers or TVs, or non-working appliances. 

 

 

Resale ĕ Good News and More to Come  

By Gayle Cook 
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Next Resale Event 

Annual Benefit Auction 

February 22 
-see newsletter insert for details- 

Jill Lesh next to display of micro -knits by Althea 

Crome in òSize Does Matter: The Art of 

Miniatures from Dollhouses to Coraline ó exhibit. 
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Not To Be Missed  
 

 

 

 

ñExtension Homemaker Clubs of Monroe Coun-

tyò 

Thursday, March 18 

7pm 

with Sue Berg 

 
What makes Monroe County a family friendly place, 

with many volunteers in all kinds of organizations? One 

answer is that women have quietly developed a network 

of support and sharing of homemaking skills. Extension 

Homemakers have been active in neighborhood clubs 

whose purpose is to provide life-long learning, friend-

ship and an awareness for community volunteerism. 

 

Join Sue Berg, who for over 20 years was the Monroe 

County Extension Educator for Family and Consumer 

Economics, as she talks about the history of the      

homemaker clubs in Monroe County. There are currently 

over 20 active clubs and several associate clubs with 

nearly 350 members.  

  

This free program is part of the History Centerôs 3rd 

Thursday program series. 

ñA Legacy of Leadership: The First Ladies of 

Indiana Universityò 

Thursday, April 15, 7pm 

with Laurie Burns McRobbie 
 

Laurie Burns McRobbie, the current first lady of   

Indiana University, will discuss some of IU's         

remarkable first ladies, the roles they played in the 

life of the university, and what she has learned from 

them. Laurie received her bachelorôs degree in history 

from the University of Michigan and has been       

involved in the use of information technology in high-

er education for over 25 years, including serving as 

executive director of Internet2. 

 

She is now an adjunct faculty member in the School 

of Informatics. As first lady of IU, Laurie is working 

to foster active relationships between Indiana        

University and the community.  

 

This free program is part of the History Centerôs 3rd 

Thursday program series. 

ñHistory of the Buskirk-Chumley Theaterò 

Thursday, February, 18 

7pm 

with Susan Ferentinos 
 

Discover the history of a Bloomington landmark. Su-

san will provide a pictorial history of the Buskirk-

Chumley Theater (formerly the Indiana Theatre) and 

its importance to community development in Bloom-

ington, Indiana. 

 

 

Susan is the Public 

History Manager at 

the Organization of 

American Historians. 

 

 

This free program is 

part of the History 

Centerôs 3rd    

Thursday program 

series. 

ñSize Does Matter: The Art of Miniatures from 

Dollhouses to Coraline" 

On exhibit until May 22 
 

Be sure to visit the current     

exhibit in the Brown Gallery 

and use the magnifying glass-

es to examine the    hand-

crafted miniatures. Items 

range from a 30-ft minia-

ture parade from Sara & 

Bob LeBien to the tiny 

vignettes    created by 

Diana Hoffman, and 

the micro-knits by    

Althea Crome.  

Congratulations to 

Jamee Wissink and 

Jenny Mack for creat-

ing this delightful exhibit. 

The micro -knit sweater made by Bloomingtonian,  

Althea Crome and used in the movie Coraline . 
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Restoration and History of the White Oak Cemetery  

By Bob Dodd 

On 10 October 2009, about 

42 participants in a    cem-

etery restoration   work-

shop sponsored by the 

Cemetery Committee of 

the Monroe County       

History Center spent sever-

al hours restoring grave 

markers in the old portion 

of Bloomingtonôs White 

Oak Cemetery. They 

cleaned many stones,    

leveled others, and used a 

special epoxy cement to 

rejoin pieces of broken stones. Participants made great    

progress in restoring the markers, but much remains to be 

done. Many of the participants would like to return to   

complete the task. The restoration project was just the    

latest event in the long history of the cemetery. 

 

For most of its history, the White Oak Cemetery was 

named the United Presbyterian Cemetery. The United  

Presbyterian Church (or its predecessor, the Associated 

Reformed Presbyterian Church) was established in 1833 

and built an early log church building on this site, which 

was given to the church by John Blair. The first burial in 

the adjoining cemetery was probably in 1837 (as stated in 

the 1 November 1898 issue of the local newspaper, the  

Republican Progress). This cemetery is thus one of the  

oldest in the county, having been started only 19 years after 

Monroe County was organized. Many of the pioneer 

church members, several being important figures in early 

Monroe County history, were buried here. These include 

names such as Fee, Wylie, Bryan, Gourley, Woodburn, and 

Henderson, important names in Monroe County and United 

Presbyterian Church history. 

 

An article in the Bloomington Telephone (22 

December 1883) notes that a substantial stone 

fence was placed around the cemetery through 

the efforts of James Strong. But less than 15 

years later, an article in the Republican         

Progress (1 November 1898) stated that the 

trustees of the church had put the cemetery up 

for sale. The article indicated that burials had 

been removed to Rose Hill Cemetery. Many 

monuments in the cemetery, some dating back 

to the 1830s, suggest that this is not correct.   

Apparently the cemetery did not immediately 

sell, as records indicate that the City of     

Bloomington purchased 

the property from the 

church in 1914. The city 

made improvements to the 

cemetery in 1982,         

including re-grading,   

landscaping, and            

installation of a new lawn 

on the east end. They gave 

the renovated cemetery the 

name White Oak Cemetery 

in 1983. The west part of 

the cemetery is still being 

used for burials. 

 

November 3, 1989, was an important date in the history of 

the cemetery. On that date the Bloomington Township 

Trustee, James Dawson, and his advisory board, with the 

support of Bloomington Mayor Tomilea Allison, dedicated 

the Pioneer Memorial. The memorial commemorates early 

settlers who were buried in small cemeteries that are now 

lost or destroyed, mostly in the name of ñprogress.ò The 

marker lists names of 132 early settlers buried in small 

cemeteries in Bloomington Township from 1815 to 1947. 

Dawson also prepared a booklet with the names of people 

buried in those cemeteries. 

 

Vandals have probably desecrated monuments within the 

cemetery multiple times, most recently on July first or    

second of 2008. At that time 44 headstones were knocked 

over. Fifteen stones were reset, but 29 were too large for 

workers to move. An article in the Herald-Times (4 June 

1994) quotes United Presbyterian member Frank Jones as 

commenting on damage to stones in the cemetery: ñIôm 

hoping that somebody will come out and work on this    

because this goes way back in the history of Bloomington.ò 

Frank Jones, who died earlier this year, probably would be 

pleased to know of the efforts of our 

workshop participants. 

John Walters describing how to clean 

grave markers to participants (from left 

to  right:  William Schmeltzer, Ron Ball, 

and Larry Bennett) at the 10 October 

2009 cemetery workshop held at White 

Oak Cemetery. Photograph courtesy of 

Bob Dodd.  

 

Marker at White Oak Cemetery.  

Photograph courtesy of Bob Dodd.  


