
"Among Colored People" 
Compiled July 2006 
By Jennifer Norris 

This collection chronicles the daily doings of black Bloomington residents 
during the time period of 1855-1940s. It began as an assortment of clippings 
arranged into a community file and has grown into what you see today. 

An undated clipping from the period tells us that the first "Among Colored 
People" column appeared in The Telephone on September 13, 1889: 

"The first item in that 
column was: 'There is one 
colored man on the petit 
jury-Stephen White. '" 

While the first "Among Colored People" column did not appear until 1889, 
this collection includes several other clippings detailing events important to 
the colored citizens of the area. The entire collection was titled "Among 
Colored People" due to fact that the majority of the columns in this 
collection appeared under that title. 

All of the clippings in this collection were gathered from Bloomington-area 
newspapers. The original clippings have been photocopied and labeled with 
the name of the newspaper and original publication date. They are aiTanged 
chronologically with each year receiving a separate section. While we do not 
encourage the handling of these fragile clippings, they are available for 
further review upon request. 

A complete list of the newspapers the articles were gathered from is located 
in the front of the collection, along with alternative titles the articles were 
published under. 

The last sections of this collection include infonnation on prominent black 
citizens of the time. Their files include clippings that mention them as well 
as feature articles and obituaries. For more information on these individuals, 
please refer to the card files located in the Genealogy Library. 
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