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Shop a holiday favorite! 

The Holiday Shop features donated jewelry, small antiques, dec-

orator items, and new and unused items such as gloves, scarves, 

and puzzles. And there will be a great half-price sale the week 

after Christmas! 

Located on the first floor of the Monroe County History Center. 

 

Holiday Sale 

Be a part of Monroe County history!                  Tickets are $75.00  

Mark your calendar now for our Eleventh Annual Gala on Friday, February 16th, 2018 

at 6:00 p.m. at the Bloomington/Monroe County Convention Center. 

The evening will offer the opportunity to meet and mingle with local business people, 

community leaders, and fellow history enthusiasts during the cocktail hour. The evening 

will also include dinner, a bicentennial presentation by James Madison, and bidding on 

one-of-a-kind items in our silent auction.   

The Monroe County History Centerõs annual gala has been one of the most popular 

fundraising events in Monroe County.  We invite you to join us for the 2018 celebration 

of local history on Friday, February 16th, 2018. 

Exciting new designs and features! 

As the History Center prepares for the gala, our auction wish list includes: 

* Timeshare or condo getawayñif you have points or certificates to share 

* Tickets to shows or events in Bloomington, Indianapolis or nearby locations 

* Art objects, jewelry, paintings 

* Unique and interesting items  

 You can support the History Center by becoming an event sponsor.  Please contact the 

History Center at 812-332-2517 or e-mail mchcoperations@gmail.com for more details. 
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Rechter Gallery: 

Holiday Tradition: Toy Trains 

During the 1950s and 1960s businesses employed toy trains 
to grab the attention of shoppers strolling by their store 
front windows. Subsequently, trains produced by popular 
toy companies such as Lionel and Marx became holiday sta-
ples. Come see several of these sets on display and learn 
about their roles in your favorite holiday movies and songs. 

Open:  through December 30th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hill Gallery: 

Aftermath: The Devastation of Hiroshima 

After the United States dropped the atomic bomb on Hiro-
shima the work to end the war wasnõt over. Robert Clegg, 
Jr., a former Bloomington business owner and city council-
man, was in the division of Army Corps of Engineers re-
sponsible for building airstrips that allowed the Allies access 
to Japan. Photographs from his personal scrapbook depict-
ing the devastation are on exhibit. 

Open:  through March 5th 

 

 

 

Brown Gallery:  Closed, will reopen summer 2018 

 

Community Voices Showcase:  

Bloomington Symphony Orchestra 

 

The Bloomington Symphony 

Orchestra promotes a lifelong 

appreciation of music through 

the performance of the orches-

tral repertoire and outreach to 

the community in Bloomington 

and south-central Indiana.  

The BSO is celebrating their 

47th Season this year! 

Open through Dec. 30th 

 

 

Current Exhibits 
Also available at www.monroehistory.org 

 

Meet our new Education Manager Dana Duffy 

I am pleased to be working in the town Iõve called home for the last 16 years. I 

love this city and beautiful surrounding Monroe County. For the past 2 and a 

half years I was the librarian at the Eiteljorg Museum in Indianapolis, and before 

that I taught classes at Indiana Universityõs School of Library and Information 

Science (now SoIC.) In my hometown of Cincinnati I was the program coordi-

nator and a childrenõs librarian for the Public Library of Cincinnati and Hamil-

ton County. In 1992 my husband and I moved to Bloomington to go to library 

school. We left for a few years after graduating, but as is often the case with 

many graduates, we came back to stay. I am looking forward to continuing the 

great programming offered through the History Center, and excited for the new 

things to come. 

A photo from Robert Clegg Jr.õs collection 
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From the Director 

 

Hello there! 

I have now been with the History Center as the new director for all of two months, and I have to say, joining the 

team during the holiday season has been an exciting experience. Iõve had the opportunity to meet so many of our 

volunteers and members as youõve come in to check out the Holiday Sale or our new exhibitions. If you havenõt 

been by lately, be sure to bring the kids to see The Magic of Toy Trains, which opened on November 1 and runs 

through December 30. A.J., our Exhibit Manager, was very creative in his telling of the story of how toy trains 

came to be paired with the Christmas tree tradition. I do love toy trains!  So if you havenõt had a chance to check 

that out, be sure you do that soon, and by all means, shop, shop, shop while youõre here! 100% of proceeds from 

the holiday and gift shop sales go to support the History Center.  

Itõs been a year of change for us. Megan MacDonald took over the Research Library in June, A.J. Gianopoulos 

started as the Exhibits Manager in August, I began as Director in October and Dana Duffy joined us in Novem-

ber as the Education Manager. Our Board President, Linda Williamson, did an amazing job as the interim direc-

tor for six months and kept the History Center moving forward and on track with all that was happening. All of 

our thanks go out to her for her continuing leadership and guidance.  

As youõll see throughout the newsletter, we have so much planned for the upcoming bicentennial year for 

Bloomington and Monroe County. Now that Dana is here, weõll be planning more interesting things to see and 

do. Keep an eye out for those announcements. Make sure to òlikeó the Monroe County History Center on Face-

book for all the latest info.  

Itõs going to be an exciting and interesting year and Iõm so happy I get to be a part of all thatõs happening. I do 

hope youõll have an opportunity to stop in and say hi. Iõm looking forward to meeting all of you in person.  

 

Susan Dyar 

Director 

 

 

December  
 
§ 9th, 11am, WFHB Saturdayôs Child                              
§ 9th, 1:30pm, Mrs. Claus 
§ 12th, 6pm, Civil War Round Table 
       holiday dinner, RSVP 

§ 21st, 4:30pm, Board Meeting 

§ 26th, CLOSED 
§ 30th, CLOSED 
 

 

January  

 

§ 1st, CLOSED 

§ 9th, 7pm, Civil War Round Table 

§ 13th, 11am, WFHB Saturdayôs Child 

§ 14th, Bicentennial Party 1pm to 4pm 

§ 15th, CLOSED 

§ 18th, 4:30pm, Board Meeting  

§ 27th, 10am, Puzzle Fest 

 

Calendar of  Events 
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Collectionsõ Corner   

by Hilary Fleck 

 We are happy to announce that the Monroe County History Center received a grant from the Institute for Mu-
seum and Library Services in the amount of $23,718! The grant will go towards rehousing a significant portion 
of our collections artifacts in storage. The project has already started ð large artifacts have been moved into the 
Brown Gallery to make space in the third floor hallway for the new shelves, which will arrive in mid-December. 
Over the winter and spring, Collections Manager Hilary and a student intern will work on moving artifacts 
from East Storage into the new shelves, and then move the large artifacts from the Brown Gallery back into 
storage. The new shelves will provide a safer, more stable environment for our artifacts and make them more 
easily accessible for staff. A great big thank you to the Grants Committee and to the Institute for Museum and 
Library Services for making this project a reality! 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

The Rededication of  the Colored School Historical Marker 

The first school for African American children in Bloomington, Indiana was on 

this location, at 6th and Washington Streets. The Colored School was torn 

down to make room for the current structure, which was built as a Carnegie 

Library. The Monroe County History Center now occupies this beautiful lime-

stone building.  

The Marker was first installed and dedicated in February 2005. It was damaged 

in 2016. The Indiana Historical Bureau worked with the Monroe County 

Branch of the NAACP, the Unitarian Universalist Church of Bloomington, the 

Monroe County History Center, and several other members of the community 

to see the marker repaired and reinstalled.  

The Rededication Ceremony was held on Oct 7, 2017 and was attended by 

over 60 people .  The program included Elizabeth Mitchell, Monroe County 

History Center Board Member, as our Mistress of Ceremonies, Rev. Scott 

McNeill, of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Bloomington, lead the invoca-

tion, Audrey McCluskey was our Keynote Speaker, Chandler Lighty, Director 

of the Indiana Historical Bureau, presented the marker,  Joyce Poling, Monroe 

County Historian and Monroe County History Center Advisory Board Mem-

ber, accepted the marker, Jim Sims, President of the NAACP Monroe County 

Branch, conducted  the rededication,  and Rev. Dr. Bruce Rose, from Second 

Baptist Church, gave the Benediction. 

 We would like to thank everyone who helped make this ceremony a success.  
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Odds and Ends Info 

MembersñRemember to ask for your 10% discount in the Museum Store! (Sorry, does 

not apply to used items and Holiday Sale items.) 

 
Tell us your NARM stories: If  you have the $100 level membership which includes access to 
the North American Reciprocal Museum facilities (NARM) weõd be interested in hearing about 
your experiences if youõve visited any of these facilities.   
 
Outside the Bloomington area? Tell us the story of  your connection to the Monroe County 
History Center and/or Bloomington, Indiana.  
 
Kroger Rewards: Our latest quarterly Kroger Rewards check was for $356.66. Check the bot-
tom of  your Kroger receipt to be sure Monroe County History Center is still listed there. 
 
Historical Decks of  Cards are on sale for $6 per deck! And they make great gifts. (Free post-
er displaying all the cards with any purchase in the Museum Store.) 
 
mchcvolunteers@gmail.com or call 812-332-2517, Ext. 7 with any questions . 
 

 

    From the Membership & Volunteer Coordinatorõs Desk 

Volunteer Spotlight 

Carol Darling 

 
Our own Carol Darling received the Maurice Endwright Award for outstanding community contributions at the 

Area 10 Senior Salute September 22nd. Carol is not only a devoted History Center volunteer, she is also a com-

munity volunteer, sharing her special brand of kindness with everyone she meets. 

Carol arranges and prices the toys for the Garage Sale. In December she stands in for Santaõs wife at our annual 

òAfternoon with Mrs. Claus.ó She assists the Collections and Exhibits Committee with many other events like 

the tea socials which are always enjoyed by a large group of attendees. 

There is a lot to admire about Carol. A few highlights include her mission as an advocate of education, which 

led her to her position as Honey Creek òschoolmarmó for many years. She also visited schools and worked with 

and guided children at her church and through other local organizations. Sheõs also been a tireless volunteer in 

many community organizations over the years, yet she still finds time to assist friends and neighbors who canõt 

drive or need assistance with appointments or errands. Carol Darling is an inspiration! 

mailto:mchcvolunteers@gmail.com
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The History Center wishes to acknowledge and recognize those who provided financial gifts to support our  

operations in September and October 2017: 

Contributors 
September and October 2017 

Bicentennial Party 

January 14th 

1:30pm to 4pm 

Sponsor Membership 

Richard P. Rechter 

 

Patron Membership 

Robert & Maryellen Bieder 

 

Supporter Membership 

Jennifer Moore 

Tom and Sue Childes 

 

Contributor Memberships 

Phil & Linda Stafford 

Linda & Mike Stines 

Scott & Pam Faris 

David & Elizabeth McCrea 

Kris Yoho 

Cullen & Rachel Peden McCarty 

Thomas A. Breyer  

 

 

The celebrations starts at the Monroe County Court House at 1:30pm then move to the Monroe County Histo-

ry Center at 2:30pm. The Monroe County History Center will be open on January 14th from 1pm to 4pm. 

 

An afternoon of entertainment, refreshments, and history! 

Free and open to the public 

 

Welcome to Our New Members 

Nancy Ferguson 

John Eckberg 


