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While you are downtown watching the Courthouse Square light up for the holiday 

season, donõt forget to stroll over to the History Center for our Annual Canopy of 

Lights Open House. There will be hot cider, cookies, holiday music, and our ever-

popular holiday sale where you are sure to find that perfect gift for all of your favor-

ite people!  Doors will open Friday the 24th of November at 5 pm and will stay 

open until 9 pm. Drop by, bring the whole family, meet friends, and enjoy our 

charming museum and Museum Store.  

   Holiday Sale 
We are now accepting donated 

items for the annual Holiday 

Shop at the History Center. Please 

bring good quality holiday decora-

tions and like-new gift items to 

the History Center any time dur-

ing our open hours.  Gift-type 

donations could include jewelry, 

small antiques, decorative items, 

and new and unused items such 

as gloves, scarves, games and puz-

zles. The holiday boutique will 

open November 1, so we need 

your donations before then if 

possible. 

Not only will we have special donated items in the Holiday Shop, but the Museum 

Store has new and unusual books, cards, and gifts too.   

The garage sale has had requests for 2 pianos in good condition. If anyone has 
one to donate, please contact the History Center for information regarding lo-
gistics.  
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Canopy of  Lights Open House, November 24th 

Liesl Loudermilk and Chris Yoho 
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Rechter Gallery: 

Holiday Tradition: Toy Trains 

During the 1950s and 1960s businesses employed toy trains 
to grab the attention of shoppers strolling by their store 
front windows. Subsequently, trains produced by popular 
toy companies such as Lionel and Marx became holiday sta-
ples. Come see several of these sets on display and learn 
about their roles in your favorite holiday movies and songs. 

Open:  

November 4th to December 30th 

 

 

 

Hill Gallery: 

Devastation: The Aftermath of Hiroshima 

After the United States dropped the atomic bomb on Hiro-
shima the work to end the war wasnõt over. Robert Clegg, 
Jr., a former Bloomington business owner and city council-
man, was in the division of Army Corps of Engineers re-
sponsible for building airstrips that allowed the Allies access 
to Japan. Photographs from his personal scrapbook depict-
ing the devastation will be 
on view. 

Open:  

October 20th to March 5th 

 

 

 

Brown Gallery:  

Saving Grandmaõs Attic: For Ourselves and Our Pos-

terity 

Do you want to know more about museum conservation? 

Do you have questions about family heirlooms and how to 

take care of them? Visit the Saving Grandmaõs Attic exhibit 

to learn more and to find resources to help you take care of 

your priceless family treasures.  

 

Exhibit open 

 

 

 

Community Voices Showcase:  

 

Bloomington Symphony Orchestra 

 

The Bloomington Symphony Orchestra promotes a lifelong 

appreciation of music through the performance of the or-

chestral repertoire and outreach to the community in 

Bloomington and south-central Indiana.  

Celebrating their 47th Season this year. 

 

Open through Dec. 30th 

 

 

Current Exhibits 
Also available at www.monroehistory.org 

 

Meet our new Exhibits Manager A.J. Gianopoulos 

Ever since I went to Rome the summer before my sophomore year in high 

school Iõve wanted to work in museums. I grew up in Newburgh, Indiana, and 

left for Ohio when it came time to pick a college. I have a BA and MA in Art 

History and have interned at several museums throughout Indiana and Ohio. 

Prior to my arrival in Bloomington I was curator at the Wetzel County Museum 

in New Martinsville, West Virginia. Iõm excited to come back to Indiana be a 

part of the Monroe County History Center where I not only get to tell the coun-

tyõs stories, but help people figure out their own.  

The Monroe County History Center welcomes A.J. and hopes you will stop by 

to say hello. 
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From the President 

Just as the seasons change, so do the programs and exhibits at the Monroe County History Center.  You wonõt 

want to miss the upcoming exhibit featuring many of the trains from our collection.  Andrew (òA Jó) Gianopou-

los, our Exhibits Manager and our newest staff member, has been hard at work to prepare interesting and in-

formative exhibits for the coming year.  Andrew is originally from Evansville, Indiana and most recently worked 

at the Wetzel County Museum in West Virginia and we are very excited to have him on our team! 

This season is the òEve of the Bicentennialó for Monroe County and for the City of Bloomington ð both legally 

formed 200 years ago in 1818.  Our staff is busy with planning, preparation and collaboration with other entities 

as we look forward to the big year.  We have plans for several exhibits and programs that will focus on the diver-

sity of Monroe County ð including the history of African Americans locally.  In addition, we will feature the his-

tory of the many smaller communities within Monroe County ð some of which are no longer here.   

The many, many volunteers at the Monroe County History Center make such good things possible ð including 

the recent celebration of the 50th Anniversary of the Rose Bowl Team at Indiana University.  Bob Hammel and 

our Sports Committee put together a wonderful celebration of the communityõs involvement and excitement 

with the magical football season of 1967.  Thank you Bob and all!   

Thank you to Liz Mitchell, Guy Loftman, Jim Sims and many others who are assisting with plans for the Octo-

ber 7, 2017 Rededication of the Historical Marker on the lawn of the MCHC that marks the location of òThe 

Colored School.ó  The current site of the MCHC was the home of The Colored School from 1874 until 1915 

when the Carnegie Library was constructed on the site.  Thank you also to Steve Rolfe and Dean McElhinney 

for installing the newly repaired sign marking this historic location.   

Weõd love for you to partner with us in all of the excitement of the Bicentennial and all of the opportunities to 

learn and celebrate the history of Monroe County.  Please join us as a volunteer, a donor, a visitor and a friend!   

 

Linda Williamson, President 

MCHC Board of Trustees 

 

 

October  
 
§ 6th,   5pm,  Closing reception for 
       Nature, Wildlife, and Underwater:  
       The Photography of Dr. Robert Wrenn 
§ 7th,  3:30pm, Rededication of the Colored 

School Sign 
§ 10th, 7pm, Civil War Round Table 
§ 14th, 11am, WFHB Saturdayôs Child 

§ 19th, 4:30pm, Board Meeting 

§ 28th, 1pm, HiStory Book Club 
 

 

November  
 

§ 10th, 5pm, Hiroshima Photo Reception 

§ 11th, 11am, WFHB Saturdayôs Child 

§ 14th, 7pm, Civil War Round Table 

§ 16th, 4:30pm, Board Meeting 

§ 23rd, Closed 

§ 24th, 5pm, Canopy of Lights 

§ 25th, 1pm, HiStory Book Club 

 

 

Calendar of  Events 
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Collectionsõ Corner   

by Hilary Fleck 

  
Artifacts Needed!! 

 Collections Manager Hilary Fleck has returned to work after her maternity leave and is ready to answer your 

collections and donations questions. The History Center staff is preparing for Monroe Countyõs bicentennial 

next year and we are looking for donations to help with our planned exhibits. Items we are looking for relate 

to: local African-American history, school curriculum and classrooms in the 1960s, and local barber 

shops/beauty salons. Donations and loans are accepted at the History Center Tuesday through Saturday, 10am 

to 4pm, or you may call Hilary at 812-332-2517 ex. 6 to discuss a pick-up of your items. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 
Monroe County Historical Society is pleased to announce our platinum level members. 

 

   Smithville Communications, Inc.  

                    

        And 

 

       Rick and Carrie Snapp   

 Graham Hotel Barbershop, 1949.  

Closing reception for Nature, Wildlife, and Underwa-

ter: The Photography of Dr. Robert Wrenn. 

 

October 6th, 2017  

5pm to 7pm 

Monroe County History Center 
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Odds and Ends Info 

Hooray! There is now a Loading Zone parking place in front of the History Center. We hope this will make it 
more convenient for anyone dropping off something at the Center. Itõs on the east side of the street, next to the 
alley between the History Center and the First Christian Church. 
 

Hot off the presses! Copies of òMonroe County: Everyday Life in Indianaó should be in our Museum Store by the 
time you receive this newsletter! We are very excited about this book which contains over 300 photographs from 
our collection that chronicle the lives of Monroe County residents over the course of our 200-year history! This 
book was made possible by the contributions of staff, volunteers, individual and corporate members, as well as 
the communityõs generous donations of photographs and artifacts.  Watch Facebook and our website monroe-
history.org for the announcement! 
 

 
Another way to support the History Center at no cost to you: Most of us order goods or services from Am-
azon.com at times. If and when you do, use Amazonõs other name that offers rewards to the non-profit of your 
choice. Just type in Smile.Amazon.com and select òMonroe County Historical Society Inc.ó before placing your 
order.  Smile.Amazon.com is the same organization, just one with extra rewards for the MCHC!  
 

Lobby Information Monitor: Be sure to check out the digital slideshow on our recently-installed information 
monitor just inside our front door. There are highlights of our programs and exhibits along with other infor-
mation. Just takes a few minutes to watch the show. 
 

Call 812-332-2517, Ext. 7 with questions about any of the Odds and Ends. 
 

    From the Membership & Volunteer Coordinatorõs Desk 

Volunteer Spotlight 

Dean McElhinney 

 Dean McElhinney started at the History Center as a volunteer greeter 

but his many talents were soon evident so he was quickly recruited to 

be a member of both the Buildings and Grounds Committee and the 

Board of Trustees! Dean is retired from University Information Tech-

nology Services at IU. He and his wife Sandy, who still works at IU, 

have two sons. 

Dean and Sandy love to visit homes by noted architect Frank Lloyd 

Wright. For their next trip they hope to visit Midcentury Modern 

Homes in California. 

On Wednesday mornings you can find Dean at our Greeter Desk from 

10am to 1pm where he always makes History Center guests feel wel-

come. However, on a nice day, youõll probably find Dean driving 

around town in his 1989 Black Mustang! 
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The History Center wishes to acknowledge and recognize those who provided financial gifts to support our  

operations in July and August 2017: 

Contributors 
July and August 2017 

Welcome to Our New Members 

Barbara Hawkins and Robert Poortinga 

Pauline Winters 

Supporter Membership 

 

David Lemon 

Mary and Julian Livingston 

 

 

 

           Donations 
     

     Saundra Taylor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contributor Memberships 
Lee Ehman and Barbara Wilcox 

Jim and Cathy Murphy 

Kate Kroll 

Jerry and Jane McIntosh 

Dan and Debbi Conkle 

Richard and Kathy McFall 

Patrick and Glenda Murray 

Barbara Hawkins and Robert Poortinga 

Richard and Maribeth McKaig 

Debbie Lemon 

James G. Jenkins 

David and Karita Musgrave 

Ellen Boruff 

Lee and Eleanore Dodge 

John and Helen Hollingsworth 

 

Remembering 
 

Marjorie Counsilman, widow of Doc Counsilman died August 17, 2017. An amazing woman, Marge was 

in all ways a partner in Docôs mentoring of young athletes, and was famous for the lasagna dinners she 

provided. While raising four children she was also an active member of the community in various organi-

zations and also ran dozens of swim meets at Bryan Park Pool. She was a gardener, a voracious reader, a 

gifted writer and a world traveler. Swimming was not one of her strong suits, but she continued her daily 

swims until the age of 86 because, ñItôs what my husband would have wanted.ò  

Thank  

You! 

E-Newletter 

If you would like to receive your bi-monthly newsletter by email rather than hard copy,  

you can request that change by calling 812-332-2517, Ext. 7., or email mchcvolunteers@gmail.com. 


