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John W. Cravens and  

Monroe County Schools, 1880–1900 
By David Nord 

In 1880 Indiana ranked rather 
high among the states in pub-
lic education: fourth highest in 
the proportion of school-age 
children enrolled in school (83 
percent), and eighth highest in 
the proportion of school-age 
children regularly attending 
school (52 percent). Indiana 
had 9,647 schoolhouses evenly 
distributed across every coun-
ty.1 The ideal of school admin-
istrators was to locate a school 
within a mile or so of every 
child in every township. This 
was the golden age of the rural 
one-room school. 
Monroe County was part of 
this pattern of educational ge-
ography. A Monroe County 
map published in 1888 shows 
the distribution of the county’s 
schools plotted on a map of 
townships and square-mile 
sections. This map appeared in 
a remarkable document pre-
pared in 1888 by the new Mon-
roe County Superintendent of 
Schools, John W. Cravens. Cravens’s Course of Study, Manual and Hand-Book for the 
Common Schools of Monroe County was 185 pages packed with information on school 
laws, court cases, taxes, and funding. It had lists of state officials, duties of teach-
ers and students, even recommended library books and poems. It laid out detailed 
curricula. It listed teachers and enrollment data for each of the county’s schools.2 

Though Cravens was the youngest (age 23) county Superin-
tendent of Schools in Indiana, he was confident enough to 
commission a formal engraving of himself for the frontis-
piece of his 1888 Manual. From Cravens, Course of Study 
(1888). 
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John Cravens (Continued from page 1.) Cravens came to his position in Monroe County in 1887, brimming with 
enthusiasm. Every page of his Manual carried an inspiring quotation at the top, such as “The Common Schools—
The Hope of Our Country.” Cravens was an 1884 graduate of Central Normal College in Danville, perhaps the best 
of the new teacher-training colleges in Indiana. “No profession opens its doors to greater responsibilities than 
school teaching,” he proclaimed in the Manual’s Introduction. “The work of the school room has long since become 
one based on scientific principles. It is no place for those who look backward.”3 
Rural schools in Indiana were managed by the regular township trustees; incorporated cities and towns had separate 
boards of school trustees. In 1888 Monroe County had 95 schools spread across twelve townships, one town 
(Ellettsville), and one city (Bloomington). The total enumeration (census) of all school-age children was 5,474. En-
rollment in schools was 4,230. Average daily attendance was 2,871. Those numbers include both white and African-
American children. In accordance with Indiana’s racial segregation laws, Monroe County’s African-American chil-
dren were enumerated and usually schooled separately. In 1888, of the 104 Black children in the county, 99 lived in 
the city of Bloomington or in Bloomington or Perry Townships. Nearly all attended Bloomington’s Center 
(“Colored”) School. Five lived in Richland Township (Ellettsville) and attended the common schools there.4 
Cravens paid no attention to racial segregation in Bloomington. He was obsessed with the rural township schools. 
During his first year in office, he visited all of the county’s schools and discovered that many were poorly furnished 
and poorly maintained. He worried most about poor attendance in the rural schools. “We are living in the very shad-
ow of the Indiana State University, the best institution in the West,” he wrote, “and yet within the sound of its bell 
there were 2,603 school children who did not receive the benefits of even a common school course. This is an 
alarming condition.” Yet this “alarming condition”—52 percent of school-age children attending school—was actu-
ally the average for Indiana. Cravens challenged trustees and teachers to make “the attendance of their respective 
schools equal to the enumeration”—that is, to get all school-age children into school.5 Had Cravens’s dream come 
true, Monroe County’s one-room schools would have been overflowing with kids. 
In 1889 Cravens brought out a second Manual, and he was even more discouraged. He offered a plaintive “Plea for 
Better Conditions”: better school buildings, better furniture, better equipment, and most important of all, better 
training of teachers. “The demand of the times is a higher educational standard,” he wrote. “We have many teachers 
who never attended any school other than the district school.”6 
As it turned out, the attendance problem for rural schools would become too few students, not too many. In 1900 
Monroe County had 106 schools, the high point of the one-room school era.7 By then all were very small. Seventy-
eight had attendance between 15 and 20; 30 had attendance between 10 and 15; and two had attendance between 5 
and 10. Throughout Indiana, rural schools had become more costly per student than city schools.8 With real money 
on the line, the 20th century would become the age of consolidation and the demise of the one-room school.9 

But John Cravens was long gone from the county superintendency by 1900. He quit in 1890 and was elected clerk of 
the county circuit court. In 1892 he and his brother Oscar launched a newspaper, the Bloomington World. In 1895 he 
was appointed Registrar at Indiana University, and in 1897 he completed a bachelor’s degree at IU. (Continued on page 3) 

Detail from 1888 map showing 
the northern tier of Monroe 
County townships. Each town-
ship administered its own 
schools. Each school had a name 
and number. Stinesville School 
(#7) in Bean Blossom Township 
was a two-teacher school. The 
others shown here were one-
teacher schools. Polley School 
(#2) on the lower right was in 
Benton Township. Marion 
Township is now part of Benton. 
From Cravens, Course of Study 
(1888), map tipped in after p. 
112. 
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John Cravens (Continued from page 2.) 

In the early 20th century, Cravens became one of the most important administrators at 
IU, serving as Registrar, Secretary to the Board of Trustees, and right-hand-man of Pres-
ident William Lowe Bryan. He retired in 1936, much lauded at IU and throughout Indi-
ana.10 
Coincidentally in 1936, the IU School of Education conducted a comprehensive study of 
Monroe County’s rural schools. The IU researchers found nothing to laud in the 42 one-
room schools that remained: the facilities were “deplorable”; costs were high even 
though teachers’ salaries were miserable and sometimes unpaid; teachers were often 
forced to change schools on the whim of township trustees; students languished. In-
deed, the researchers found that 32 percent of the students had failed a grade at least 
once, and 69 percent of first graders were already behind in reading performance. The 
solution, they argued, must be consolidation.11 
Gradually after 1936, all of Monroe County’s old rural schoolhouses were abandoned. 
Meanwhile, Indiana University continued to add new buildings to its growing campus. 
One of those buildings, a dormitory on Woodlawn Avenue, was named John Cravens 
Hall, in recognition of what seemed to be a full lifetime of service to IU. Cravens’s brief 
stint as Monroe County Superintendent of Schools was forgotten. 
 
Notes 
1. Fletcher W. Hewes and Henry Gannett, Scribner’s Statistical Atlas of the United States: Showing by Graphic Methods Their Present Condition and Their Political, Social 
and Industrial Development (New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1883), lix, Plates 52–53. 
2. John W. Cravens, Course of Study, Manual and Hand-Book for the Common Schools of Monroe County, Indiana (Indianapolis: Wm. B. Burford, 1888), map tipped 
in after p. 112. Copy available in the MCHC Research Library. Original edition available in IU Wells Library and digitized at Google Books. 
3. Ibid., 3. 
4. Ibid., 105. 
5. Ibid., 50. 
6. John W. Cravens, Annual Announcement and Manual of the Public Schools of Monroe County, Indiana (n.p., 1889), 38–39. 
7. Henry Lester Smith and Forest Ruby Noffsinger, A Basis for the Improvement of Education in Rural Monroe County, Indiana (Bloomington: Bureau of Coopera-
tive Research, Indiana University, [1936]), 34. 
8. The Rural Schools: Pages from the Biennial Report of the State Superintendent of Public Instruction of Indiana, 1900 (Indianapolis: Wm. B. Burford, 1900), 522–24. 
9. Public Education in Indiana: Report of the Indiana Education Survey Commission (New York: General Education Board, 1923), 214–24, 264–65. See also Report of 
the Indiana Rural Education Survey Committee, March 1926 (Indianapolis: Wm. B. Burford, 1926). 
10. “Cravens, John William,” biographical sketch, 1937, Indiana University Archives; “City, I.U. Mourn John W. Cravens,” Bloomington World, August 11, 
1937; “Death Ends Career of John W. Cravens,” Bloomington Telephone, August 11, 1937. 
11. Smith and Noffsinger, Basis for the Improvement, 53, 162–65. For a more upbeat view of rural education in Monroe County, see Monroe County Retired 
Teachers, Echoes From One-Room Schools, Monroe County, Indiana (Bloomington: AuthorHouse, 2006). 
 

News from the Library 
library@monroehistory.org 

Compiled by Megan MacDonald and Penelope Mathiesen 
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In the early 20th century, John Cra-
vens became one of IU’s most be-
loved administrators. He signed 
this official university photograph 
as an alumnus: “Indiana University 
’97.” Photograph by permission of 
the Indiana University Archives. 

Megan MacDonald 

Library Manager 

& 

Governess to Vinnie 

Recent Acquisitions 

 Mock, Barbara Jean. “A Content Analysis of The Bloomington Herald-Telephone and The 
Bloomington Courier-Tribune to Study the Effects of Newspapers.” 1970. Master of Arts thesis 
for the Department of Journalism, Indiana University. Includes history of both newspa-
pers. Gift from Rod Spaw. 

 Quarrian. Stinesville High School yearbooks for 1962 and 1964. Gift from Janet Cotter. 

 Reeve, Helen H., comp. Brown County, Indiana Obituaries 1914–1984, vols. 1–2. 1986. 
Gift from Christine Friesel. 

 Van Buren, Kenneth A., and Brian Mikesell. “Salt Creek Homesteading: A Glimpse of 
Two Families.” 1992. Master’s thesis for Dr. Warren Roberts’s Folk Architecture class. 
Study of the families of John Head and Joshua Waldrip, who homesteaded on Burgoon 
Ridge, Polk Township. Includes photographs of the Waldrip cabin and site. Gift from Bar-
bara Hatch. 
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A Note from the Director 

By Daniel Schlegel 

Welcome back to another newsletter. It’s already been two months since the last 
one, but so much has happened that it feels like much more time has passed.  
Before going into all the great things that have happened, I must say that I look 
forward to the articles from the Research Library – Penny, Lee, Megan, and  
everyone else takes so much care and time to create amazing articles. There’s  
always more to learn about the history of our county, and the writers also add  
humor! I keep my old newsletters handy to refer back to them. I hope everyone 
enjoys those articles as much as I do. It’s worth the price of membership just to 
read them. 
 
Another big driver of our memberships is the annual Garage Sale. We are incredi-
bly lucky to have so many dedicated volunteers that want to support the History 
Center. They give so much time and talent to raising money. This year the Garage 
Sale raised just over $100,000 in sales, and we had $1,439.14 in donations from 

people generously rounding up their sales. The combined efforts of the Garage Sale Ladies resulted in over 1,280 hours 
from 65 volunteers over the four days. As a side note, there are several men that volunteer their time, efforts, and mus-
cles—plus their trucks—but for so many years it was a dedicated core group of women that volunteered. The name 
“Garage Sale Ladies” was born and has since stuck. If you know one of the hardworking Garage Sale ladies, please take 
a moment and let them know how much you appreciate their work and dedication. By the time you’re reading this, 
they’ve already logged additional hours and have plans to make the November sale another great one.  
 
As the History Center works to create new exhibits and attract both repeat visitors and new ones, we constantly  
review our collections to assess our strengths and collecting needs. We see two places where we can start making a  
difference right away and have kicked off collecting initiatives for both our African American and LGBTQ+ communi-
ties. There are many groups we can better represent, and we are working to build bridges and trust with them. To start 
our LGBTQ+ collecting initiative, we invited local photographer Garrett Ann Walters to showcase her skills to kick off 
Pride Month. To help raise awareness of the display, we partnered with the Kinsey Institute and had a pop-up portrait 
session on Saturday, June 24th. Over 70 people came in the course of three hours, and most of them stayed to visit with 
friends. It created a great atmosphere and feeling of community. Many of the visitors had not been to the History Cen-
ter since they were in grade-school, if at all. Providing opportunities such as this is how we achieve our mission by  
being a part of the many communities in Monroe County. 
 
And as you enjoy our latest newsletter, be sure to check the dates on the calendar. We have a lot going on, and you 
won’t want to miss out on any of the great activities or exhibits that will be on display.  
 
See you soon! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Daniel 
 
 
 

Daniel Schlegel, Jr., 

Director of  

the Monroe County History Center 

& 

Butler for Cali 
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The Short Life of  the Kwik Shake Inn 

By Penelope Mathiesen 

In June 1958, an enticing newspaper advertisement announced the grand opening of the Kwik Shake Inn, a new drive-
in restaurant located in northwest Bloomington at 920 West Seventeenth Street, just before it curved to become the 
Ellettsville Road.1 Today, the area is occupied by a strip mall containing the Bloomington Township Trustee’s office, 
across from Tri-North Middle School. 
The advertisement invited “all folks interested in combining good food with low prices” to take advantage of the grand 
opening special: the “Jumbo Kwik Burger Absolutely FREE” with the purchase of a Kwik Shake or Malt. The menu 
also included Kwik Dogs, sundaes, sodas, soft drinks, coffee, and other short-order treats. The restaurant was open 
seven days a week. 
The manager of the Kwik Shake Inn was Frank Poff. His son Richard was the assistant manager. Frank, his wife, Mary, 
and Richard resided at 644 North College Avenue, according to the 1958 city directory.2 Neither the family nor the 
business is listed in 1957 or 1960, when Classic Bowling Lanes appears at the business address. Where did Frank reside 
before and after his brief stay in Bloomington? 
Although Frank Poff spent his entire life in Indiana, he lived in at least seven counties. He was born on 29 November 
1897 in Cartersburg, Hendricks County, the son of John Poff and Caroline Pickett.3 The 1900 U.S. census4 shows 
Frank, age 2, and his family still in Hendricks County, but by 1910, they had moved to Putnam County, where Frank 
remained for almost 30 years. He married Mary Esther Wells on 17 September 1919.5 The 1920 U.S. census shows 
them living on a rented farm, as does the 1930 U.S. census, now including two children: William (7) and Harold (4). 
The family remained in rural Putnam County until at least 1935,6 but by the 1940 U.S. census, they had moved to a 
rented farm in Morgan County, and there were now four children: Frederick (17), Harold (13), Richard (3), and Martha 
(2). In 1942, Frank’s World War II draft card places him in Owen County, working for V. H. Duncan,7 who was prob-
ably a farmer. 
The 1950 U.S. census lists Frank, a farmer, living in Owen County with 
Mary and their two youngest children: Richard (13) and Martha (11). Richard 
graduated from Spencer High School in 1954.8 In 1958, Frank became the 
manager of the Kwik Shake Inn, with Richard as assistant manager. The 
Kwik Shake’s address on West Seventeenth Street may have seemed an ideal 
location for catching the traffic between Bloomington and Ellettsville, but 
the business lasted only a year. 
The Poffs disappear from Bloomington records after 1958. Frank Poff is 
listed at a rural address in the 1959 New Albany, Indiana, city directory.9 
Richard went to work as a meat cutter for Johnson’s Food Center in Spencer 
around 1959.10 At some point, Frank lived in the nearby community of Po-
land in Clay County,11 but he died at his home in Spencer on 6 November 
1976 and is buried in Riverside Cemetery.12 
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Newspaper advertisement for the opening of the 
Kwik Shake Inn. The ad ran in the Bloomington 
Daily Herald-Telephone on Friday and Saturday, 
June 20 and 21, 1958. From the MCHC Re-
search Library Vertical Files. 

Notes 
1. Polk’s Bloomington City Directory (1958), 534. 
2. Ibid., 379. See also Bloomington city directories for 1957 and 1960. No 
Bloomington city directory for 1959 has been located. 
3. “Frank Poff,” Owen Leader, November 11, 1976. With thanks to Laura 
Wilkerson, Genealogy Department, Owen County Public Library, for 
providing information from the Poff Family File. See also notes 8 and 10. 
4. All U.S. censuses accessed at: ancestrylibrary.com on 15 December 2022. 
5. Indiana, U.S. Marriages, 1810­–2001, accessed at: ancestrylibrary.com on 
15 December 2022. 
6. 1940 U.S. census, inferred residence in 1935. 
7. U.S., World War II Draft Cards Young Men, 1940–1947, accessed at: 
ancestrylibrary.com on 15 December 2022. 
8. “Poff–Pratt Nuptial Vows Read Saturday,” Owen Leader, June 9, 1955. 
9. U.S., City Directories, 1822–1995, accessed at: ancestrylibrary.com on 22 
June 2023. 
10. “Richard Poff,” Owen Leader, November 1, 1979. 
11. U.S., Social Security Death Index, 1935–2014, accessed at: ancestryli-
brary.com on 15 December 2022. 
12. “Frank Poff.” 
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Volunteer Spotlight 

By Andrea Hadsell  

 

Yet again, our volunteers that organize the annual Garage Sale Extravaganza 

knocked it out of the park! Every year, we are excited to see what the sale will 

bring. This year was no exception as we heard many comments praising the style 

and cleanliness of the displays. A core group of 15 volunteers works year-round 

accepting donations and preparing for the fundraiser, and 65 volunteers give their 

time during the weekend of the sale. This year, in the four days of the sale, these 

volunteers contributed over 1,280 hours. We are so grateful for their support of 

our mission to share Monroe County’s history with our community.   

If you are a person that enjoys providing customer service and engaging with 

visitors, there are several opportunities to become a greeter at our Welcome 

Desk. Volunteers at the Welcome Desk assist guests as they enter the building to 

visit the museum, make purchases in the Dunn Museum Store, and donate items. 

If these opportunities seem like something you would like to do, email Andrea at 

volunteers@monroehistory.org to get started! 
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From the Educator’s Desk 

By Andrea Hadsell 

This summer was quite busy at the History Center! We had several 

summer camps visiting and experiencing our exhibits and teaching col-

lection. Together, kids of varying ages learned about making toys during 

the pioneer era, the hardships of Civil War soldiers, and even stepped 

into the shoes of historians to give their own tours of the galleries. It is 

a pleasure to share our community’s history with so many campers! 

The opening of Breaking the News brings many new programs to enjoy.  I 

encourage you to join us for one of our “What’s in the Photo?” pro-

grams. We will provide the donuts and coffee while you see selections 

from the Herald-Times photo archive. You may even know someone in 

the photos! 

For more information on upcoming programs, be sure to follow our 

website and social media.  

Andrea Hadsell 

Education Manager 

& 

Gatekeeper of Adi 

 

mailto:volunteers@monroehistory.org


         Monroe County Historian - February/March 2023 

Dunn Museum Store Minute 

By Daniel Schlegel 

Our board president, Teresa Hull, called up because she had found a number of books 
about Bloomington and Monroe County. These were books that are out of print or 
hard to find. We got them entered into the system right away and sold several even be-
fore we put them on display! 
We enjoyed the History Club talk by Jim Capshew, who wrote an excellent book about 
Herman B Wells. Jim had a number of humorous anecdotes of his time as Herman 
Wells’s houseboy. There is a limited quantity of these books in the store. 
By the time this newsletter goes to press, I should have finished reading “Race and Foot-
ball in America: The Life and Legacy of George Taliaferro.” I’ve just completed the first chap-
ter, and this book has already captured my attention. It will certainly be a book I hold 
on to and put to good use in the future.  
For anyone that did not know, we have a large selection of various yearbooks from the 
local high schools and IU. They tend to be a source of great amusement as folks look 
up their friends and family to see old photos and buy the yearbook as a fun gift.  
Now that Clay City Pottery is back to full production, we have a great selection of their 
wares in the store. So if you, or someone you know, likes to bake come see our great 
collection of pottery!   
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August 

12- 11am WFHB’s Saturday’s 

Child 

12- 1pm Breaking the News: 

Family Day at the MCHC 

26- 2pm PrideFest 

26- Pride Portrait Sessions  

with Garrett Walters 

26- 1pm HiStory Book Club 

28- 10am Memory Walk 

29- 12:30pm Monroe County  

History Club @ American Legion 

30- 9am What’s in the Photo? 

Identifying images from the HT 

Archives 

September 

4- MCHC Closed for Labor Day 

9- 11am WFHB’s Saturday’s Child 

12- 7pm Monroe County Civil War 

Roundtable 

16- 1pm The History of Local 

News 

21- 5pm MCHC Board of Trustees 

Meeting 

23- 10am Headstone Restoration 

Workshop @ Rose Hill Cemetery 

23- 1pm Land Records with  

Lee Ehman 

25- 10am Memory Walk 

26- 12:30pm Monroe County  

History Club @ American Legion 

27- 9am What’s in the Photo? 

Identifying images from the HT 

Archives 

30- 1pm HiStory Book Club 

 

 

October 

6, 7 & 8- Resilience Productions 

10- 7pm Monroe County Civil War 

Roundtable 

14- 11am WFHB’s Saturday’s Child 

14- 5:30pm Dearly Departed  

Cemetery Tours of Rose Hill  

Cemetery 

20- 5:30pm Type, Ink, Paper: The 

Newspaper as Physical Object 

24- 5:30pm Dementia Friendly Film 

Series Documentary Screening 

21- 10am Headstone Restoration 

Workshop @ Rose Hill Cemetery 

23- 10am Memory Walk 

25- 9am What’s in the Photo?  

Identifying images from the HT  

Archives 

28- 1pm HiStory Book Club 

31- 12:30pm Monroe County  

History Club @ American Legion 

Calendar of  Events  

Herman B Wells: The Promise of the 

American University by Jim Capshew 
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   Notes from the Curator  

     By Hilary Fleck 
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Our curatorial team has been hard at work putting together the Breaking the News: 
The Past and Uncertain Future of Local Print Journalism that opened to the public on 
July 18th. I’d like to take this moment in our newsletter to acknowledge all those 
who assisted with this exhibit. We couldn’t have done it without you! 
Rod Spaw - our Virgil guiding us through the ins and outs of newspapers! Where 
would we be without you? Still lost in the H-T building probably! 
Krissy Brzycki - one of the hardest working interns we’ve ever had! Thank you for 
all you’ve done! 
Steve Hinnefeld and the Bloomington Press Club - Thank you for all your sup-
port and guidance throughout this process. And for trusting me when the exhibit 
was just a proposal - I hope you enjoy the final product and that it was all you 
hoped it would be. 
Our Newsies: Stewart Moon, Janice Rickart, and David Snodgrass - You all 
went above and beyond in not only helping us understand the H-T history and 
your jobs, but you also helped us move the negative collection and the historical 
objects from the H-T building to our off-site storage facility. Thank you so much! 
David Nord, John Matson, and Sharron Howell - You all helped lend your 
valuable expertise to our research and we are eternally grateful. 
Jim Spore, Steve Robinson, Scott Schurz, Jr. and John Schurz, Jim Kelly, Bob Hammel, John Blair, Joel 
Pett, Dave Coverly, and Joe Lee - Thank you for sharing your amazing collections with us and our visitor and 
entrusting us to take care of them. Our exhibit would be much less exciting without your loaned items. 
Our amazing interns Matt Nokes and Hope Gerber - Your hard work has been amazing and so helpful over the 
few months! 
And last but certainly never least - Steve Rolfe and Ross Fleck - for putting up with Hilary’s vague descriptions of 
what she wants and making them a reality. The wall in the Brown Gallery and the dark room in the Rechter Gallery 
wouldn’t be here without you both! 
I hope you make the trip to the History Center to see this exhibit spanning three galleries and all the hard work so 
many people have put in to put the show together. Gabby and I could never have done it alone! 

For this issue, the staff have elected to represent themselves with photos of the  

special non-humans in their lives. And as you can see, it is a bit amazing how much 

we physically and behaviorally mimic our pets! All of us at the History Center are  

animal lovers and much of our social time together, like many colleagues, is spent 

sharing photos, videos, and anecdotes of our cherished and beloved pet companions.  

Such interactions are especially helpful during high stress periods here as we work 

extra hours for fundraisers, development drives, and building new exhibits. Our pets 

not only provide companionship and love, they also encourage our physical and  

mental health by decreasing blood pressure, cholesterol levels, and triglyceride levels,  

helping us to be better people, and thus, better museum professionals.  

So, here is our tribute to the wonderful beasties that help us get through busy times 

and guard the manor while we are gone. In return, we are also their faithful servants 

and provide many of the same health benefits for them as they do for us. We hope 

that if you have pets, that you appreciate and love them as much as we do ours, and 

that you will show us their pictures when we see you! 

 

 

Operations News 
By Justin Robertson 

Hilary Fleck 
Curator 

& 
Lady in Waiting to Riley 

 

Justin Robertson 

Operations Manager 

& 

Valet to Teddy Roosevelt  
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Current and Upcoming Exhibits 

DECKARD EDUCATION ROOM: Bloomington Pride Portraits by  

Garrett Ann Walters  

June 1 to September 2, 2023 
Garrett Ann Walters is a photographer located in Bloomington who specializes in portraits, 

weddings, and loving documentation of the mundane. In her personal work she makes photos 

rooted in celebration around rural and LGBTQ+ life in southern Indiana. This exhibit shares a 

selection of her Pridefest portraits from 2021 and 2022. 

OSCAR CURTIS STAIRWELL GALLERY: Nipper & Chipper,  

the RCA Dogs  

Opened June 8 

Take a look at just a fraction of our collection of Nipper and Chipper memorabilia, and 

learn more about the role of RCA in Bloomington in this paw-some display!  

RECHTER GALLERY: Breaking the News: The Past and  

Uncertain Future of Local Print Journalism July 18-December 30 

Follow the 199-year history of our local newspaper industry from the 

beginning and learn about the papers, the people, and the technology 

that made it possible in this exhibit spanning three galleries. In the 

Rechter Gallery, take a deep dive into the 20th-century golden age of 

the Herald-Times and other area daily papers and the changing news  

landscape that led to their uncertain futures. 

HILL GALLERY: Breaking the News: The Past and  

Uncertain Future of Local Print Journalism  

Part of a three-gallery exhibit, Hill Gallery explores the overarching 

timeline of Monroe County newspapers. Which papers competed and 

which reigned supreme? Hill Gallery will also cover the history of  

Monroe County’s longest-running newspaper: the Indiana Daily Student. 

BROWN GALLERY: Breaking the News: The Past and  

Uncertain Future of Local Print Journalism  

The third portion of this three-gallery exhibit, Brown Gallery explores 

the foundations of the newspaper business in Monroe County. Learn 

about its influential founding editors, the early business of news, and 

evolving printing technology.  

DECKARD EDUCATION ROOM: Summer Fun Activities  

June 1-August 1 
Exhibit by our curatorial intern, Hope Gerber. Summertime is a time for relaxation, 

fun, and games! How did residents of Monroe County spend their summer seasons? 

From scouting to fishing to sailing, get some ideas for how to make the most of your 

summer months in this exhibit. 
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   Collection Highlights    
By Gabby Krieble  

Gabby Krieble 

Assistant Curator 

& 

Land Steward to Bingo 

Seen at the Museum:  

George Butler, pictured at center, is included in this ca. 1907 group photo of 

the Cravens print shop staff, now on display in Breaking the News: the Past and  

Uncertain Future of Local Print Journalism. Mr. Butler has caught the eye of several 

staff members and volunteers at the History Center, prompting a bit of re-

search into what became of this handsome, young typesetter.   

George Whitfield Butler was born in 1882, one of seven children of  Waller 

and Nancy Butler. In 1905, he married Florence Koontz, and they had five 

children: Grace, Hazel, George, Patricia, and Barbara. George was a printer all 

his life, working in traditional letterpress and later as a linotype operator. He 

died in Monroe County in 1935 at age of 50. 

 

Found in Collections: 

This delicate, floral-painted cup and saucer has a noteworthy feature: a mustache 

guard! As mustaches became more and more popular in the late Victorian period, 

so too did mustache cups. The porcelain guard allowed for men with waxed  

mustaches to sip their hot tea without wetting it, staining it, or dripping melted 

wax into their beverage.  
Mustache cup, late 19th c. 

1988.041.0001A, B 

Gift of Pam Service 
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May and June MEMBERS  
Student 
Dan Reid 
 
Teacher 
Charlotte Agger 
Whitley Baxter 
C.I.I.S., LLC 
Penny Gaither 
Julie Annie Kearney 
Laura Littlepage 
Victoria Mobley 
 
Supporter 
Sue Bowman 
Margaret Clements 
Audrey Arthur Duncan 
Theodore & Kathleen Frick 
Susan Hathaway 
Dave & Francie Hurst 
Diann & Ted Lock 
Sandy and James Mclary 
Kerma Murray 
Amanda Nickey 
Joyce & Joe Peden 
Mary Ratliff 
Kelly & Jonathan Richardson 
Lawrence & Eleanor Rink 
Gary and Janet Taylor 
Allison Ward 
Gary & Stanislavka Wiggins 
 
Family/Grandparents 
Karen and Katherine Banks 
Tracy, Marcus, Keira, and Ceilidh 
Christie 
Angela and Mike Colliver 
Larry & Georgia Davis 
Scott & Rebecca Eberle 
Lynda Jeanne Gastineau 
Charles & Shirley Gromer 
Lesa Huber 
Christina Jones 
Michael & Sheila Maben 
Lynn and James McCreary 

James McKinney 
Chris Meno 
Marcia Miller 
Ellyn and Alexis Pruitt 
Nancy Barr Raper 
Shannon Tibbs 
 
Individual 
Allen County Public Library 
Michael Baise & Marilynne Boyle-Baise 
Elizabeth Blackwell 
Linda Burton 
Jean Dayton 
Helen DeSewal 
Shana Diekhoff 
Deby Dreher 
Dawn Edwards 
Michael Flory 
Shelley Hahn 
Chrisstina Hamilton 
Marty Hawk 
Rex Hinkle 
Susan Houseworth 
B. J. Irvine 
Janet R Kaufman 
Tony K. & Melody Lake 
 Jill Lesh 
Jacquelyn Liggett 
Donna Lobdell 
Peter Lorenzen 
Karen McEwen 
Jane Means 
Alexander Mirowski 
Monroe County Public Library 
Lisa Orme 
Alan Pease 
Debra Pekin 
Catherine Rountree 
Joseph Ryan 
Jeffrey Scott Sanders 
Jill Schaffer 
Jeff Scofield  
Duane Vaught 
Larime Wilson 

L. Jane Zebendon 
 
Monthly Sustaining  
Anthony Branam 
Martha Dawson 
Susan & Tom Dyar 
Scott & Pam Faris 
Alexandra Lynch 
Alicia Miller 
Emily Noffke 
James Shearn & Scott Loman 
John & Marilyn Spieth  
 

Donations 
 
Gold Sponsorship for  
Breaking the News Exhibit 
John Schurz and Scott Schurz, Jr.  
on behalf of the Family of  
Scott C. Schurz, Sr. 
 
In Honor of Marlyn Naylor’s  
Birthday 
Deborah Lemon 
 
In Memory of  
Jack Bowman 
Kitch & Alan Somers 
Judy Whaley 
Linda & Randy Williamson 
 
In Memory of  
Kenneth Van Buren 
Barbara & John Hatch 
 
Research Library  
Elise Calvi 
 
Research Library  
for Ancestry Library Edition 
Penelope & Thomas Mathiesen 
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Remembering 
Judge Viola Taliaferro 

Judge Viola Taliaferro was the first Black person appointed as a judge to serve on the Monroe County Circuit Court 
and is featured in a permanent exhibit in our Cook Gallery. Vi was a consultant to U.S. Attorney General Janet Reno, 
was on the National Research Council on Juvenile Crime, and had The Indiana University School of Law Family and 
Children Mediation Clinic named after her. The Indiana State Bar also presents the Viola J. Taliaferro Award annually 
to an individual or group for their extraordinary efforts on behalf of children.  
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RECHTER GALLERY, HILL GALLERY, BROWN GALLERY:  

 

Breaking the News: The Past and Uncertain Future of  Local Print Journalism  
 

Follow the 199-year history of  our local newspaper industry from the beginning and learn about the  

papers, the people, and the technology that made it possible in this exhibit spanning three galleries.  

 

July 18-December 30, 2023. 


