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214 South Walnut: The Tourner
House and the Lycas Olde Tavern

By Penclope Mathiesen

= MONROE COUNTY

HI STORI

Preserving the Past for Future Generations

Newsletter of the Monroe County History Center

A large two-story house
once stood at 214 South
Walnut Street in down-
town Bloomington on
the site of the present-
day Fourth Street parking
garage. It began life in
1895 as the home of Dr.
John P. Tourner and his
wife Amanda as well as
the location of John’s
medical practice. After
the deaths of the
Tourners in the 1930s,
the building housed sev-
eral restaurants, including
the Lycas Olde Tavern.

The Tourner House at 214 S. Walnut St. during its time as the Lycas

The building was razed Olde Tavern in the late 1930s. The spacious two-story house con-
for a parking lot around tained the tavern on the main floor and family quarters on the upper
19701 level. Checkered tablecloths can be seen through the window on the

left. Photograph by Chas. Gilbert Shaw. From the collection of the

The first occupant, Monroe County History Center.

John P. Tourner, was

born on 25 March 1854 in Hopkinsville, Kentucky, the second of eight children
of Dr. Henry P. and Frances A. Morgan Tourner.2 By the time of the 1860 U.S.
census, the family had moved to Bloomington where the doctor opened a practice
in his house on Fourth Street, between College Avenue and Walnut.? John was
educated in local schools and studied medicine with his father, starting in 1873.
Two years later, he left to attend medical school in Cincinnati for a year before
returning to Bloomington to join his father’s practice.*

On 1 May 1877, John married Amanda Buskirk, the daughter of William H. and
Caroline Buskirk, respected Monroe County pioneers.> The 1880 U.S. census lists
John and Amanda living on Dunn Street in Bloomington. After the death of Dr.
Henry Tourner on 19 October 1881, John continued to practice at his late father’s
residence until the house was destroyed by fire on 11 January 1893.6 In 1895,
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a new house was built for John and Amanda at 214 South Walnut, where John re-
established his medical office.”

John and several of his siblings played an active role in the Bloomington community. Lycas Olde ‘©averne
His brother Frank was another physician. His brothers Henry and Howard were v
watchmakers and jewelers.8 In addition to his medical practice, John also built the Beer Menu

Tourner Hotel on the northeast corner of South College Avenue and Fourth Street in
1905, although it had a new owner by 1907.° John continued his medical practice at
214 South Walnut!? until his death on 10 November 1930. “His quick perception and BOTTLED BEER

almost intuitive judgment ... rendered him especially strong in diagnosis,” and along IMPERIAL
SCHLITZ

IMPERIAL ON TAP—Extra Pale—10c

with his personal character earned him “a high standing among his professional col- MILLER'S HIGH LIFE .o
leagues and the people generally.”!! The practice was taken over by C. H. Marchant. P —
Amanda Tourner remained in the house until her death on 3 August 1934.12 RED TOP 15¢ two for
. YE TAVERNE 15¢ two f
The second occupants of 214 South Walnut were Gust and Eustathia Lycas. Gust OERTELS 52 e ton
was born around 1893-94 on the island of Crete in Greece and emigrated to the Unit- ~ HUPEPOHL.
DUSELAGER ......... 15¢ two for.....

ed States in 1913.13 He married Eustathia Kutche, the daughter of Greek immigrants,
on 16 February 1919 in Anderson, Indiana.'* The 1920 U.S. census lists them in Shel-
byville, IN, where Gust managed a candy store. They became naturalized citizens in
1924.15 The 1930 U.S. census shows them with five children living at 522 West Fourth  p... menu for the Lycas Olde
Street in Bloomington, where Gust was employed as a realtor. By 1930, they had Tavern, late 1930s. The time would
moved to the former Tourner house at 214 South Walnut and opened the Lycas Cafe. have been propitious for opening a

By 1938, the cafe had been renamed the Lycas Olde Tavern. Eustathia was the pro-  tavern, since Prohibition ended in

: : : . 1933. From the collection of the
prietor, while Gust continued to sell real estate and also sold insurance. The tavern M :

.. . . . onroe County History Center.

offered dining, dancing, lunches, sandwiches, steaks, chops, and liquors by the package
or drink, as can be seen in the accompanying photograph. The Lycas family remained ‘ 7
at 214 S. Walnut at least through 1942.16 By the time of the 1950 census, they had
moved to Indianapolis, where Gust was a real estate broker and at one point owned OASIS CAFE
the I.a Rue Supper Club. They later returned to Bloomington, where Gust operated

Cocktail Lounge

the Lycas Realty Company.!” Gust died on 17 December 1966, and Eustathia died on BEER
15 September 1979.18 LIQUORS

Other restaurants at 214 South Walnut included the Oasis Cafe (late 1940s), the Ital- WINES
ian Village (1950s), and the Fireside, which occupied the premises from 1962 through - MIXED
1970 before moving to 205 North College.!? In 1971, “214 S. Walnut” disappeared DRINKS
from the city directory along with gdjacent gddresses, infiicating that the buildings had . STEAKS
1k:Teen torn down. Today, the space is occupied by a parking garage. CHOPS

otes
1. Derek and Jen Richey, “Now Gone: 214 S. Walnut (1895-1970): The J. P. Tourner House,” accessed at: https:// COUNIRY KRIED CH"CKFN )
bloomingtonthenandnow.wordpress.com/2014/09/12/now-gone-214-s-walnut-1895-1970-the-j-p-tourner-house ITALIAN SPAGHETTI DINNERS
on 13 March 2023. - TG 5012
2. History of Lawrence and Monroe Counties, Indiana (Indianapolis: B. F. Bowen & Co., 1914), 478-479. ‘ £
3. “Will Continue at Father’s Office,” Bloomington Saturday Courier, January 14, 1882. All U.S. census records were 214 S. Walhut
accessed at: ancestry.com. ‘ -
4. Chatles Blanchard, ed., Counties of Morgan, Monroe and Brown (Chicago: F. A. Battey, 1884), 596. Advertisement for the Oasis

5. Monroe County Marriage Records Index, 1818—1881, 2d ed., rev. Lee Ehman (Monroe County Historical Society, 2016),  Cafe. From the B loomington
128, ) ) ) i ) Telephone Directory (December
6. Blanchard; “Will Continue”; “House Burns,” Bloomington Saturday Courier, January 6, 1894. 1945) 63
. , p- 03.
7. Richey.
8. History of Lawrence and Monroe Connties, 478—479.
9. “Opened for the Public an Up-to-Date Hotel,” Bloomington Telephone, February 10, 1905, p. 4; Bloomington city direc-
tory for 1907-1908, p. 225.
10. Bloomington city directories, 1907—1930.
11. Monroe County IN Death Index 1882—2022, ed. Lee Ehman (Monroe County History Center, 2022), 1140; History of Lawrence and Monroe Counties, 479.
12. Bloomington city directoties for 1931-1935; Monroe County IN Death Index, 1139.
13. Immigration year listed in 1930 U.S. census. Gust’s birth date differs in various records.
14. Indiana, U.S., Select Marriages Index, 17481993, accessed at: ancestrylibrary.com on 22 June 2023. The 1920 U.S. census lists birthplaces for her and
her parents. Her name appears variously as Estachia, Eustathia, and Stasia.
15. Indiana, U.S., Federal Naturalization Records, 1892—1992, accessed at: ancestrylibrary.com on 22 June 2023.
16. Bloomington city directories for 1936—1940. In 1942, Gust was living in Monroe County, according to U.S., World War II Draft Registration Cards,
1942, accessed at: ancestrylibrary.com on 22 June 2023. The Bloomington city directory for 1945—46 does not list the Lycases.
17. “Gust Lycas,” Bloomington Herald-Telephone, December 18, 1966.
18. Rosehill and White Oaks Cemeteries 1818—2018, rev. Lee Ehman (Monroe County History Center, 2018), 219.
19. Bloomington city directories for 1945-1971. The Fireside later moved to 4501 East Third Street.


https://bloomingtonthenandnow.wordpress.com/2014/09/12/now-gone-214-s-walnut-1895-1970-the-j-p-tourner-house/
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A Note from the Director

By Daniel Schlegel

Hello, everyone! I'd like to welcome all of our new members. There
has been a large upswing in memberships, and we are very excited to
see it. The staff has been hard at work to insure the value of the mem-
berships. We appreciate all those who signed up for a new member-
ship, renewed their membership, or increased their membership level.

In October, when I worked on a Saturday to do demonstrations on
the Washington Press just inside the front doors, several people re-
newed their memberships. One was a gentleman who explained why he
and his wife upgraded their membership to the Supporter level. When
they travel and visit other cities across the nation, they look for organi-
zations that are members of North American Reciprocal Museums
(NARM) because it saves them money. There was a time they visited
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in Cleveland. They and a second cou-
ple all got in for free because of the NARM membership. This gentle-
man told me they get their money’s worth from the benefits of NARM,
plus they enjoy all the benefits from us.

Daniel Schlegel
Director

As of the writing of this column, we had just finished our November
Garage Sale Extravaganza. It was very successful, and we are still tally-
ing the total income from the sale. We cannot thank the members
enough for showing up in large numbers. Roughly 2,000 people attended over two days. There were so many happy
and excited faces throughout the event that it made everything worthwhile. And I would like to give a special thank
you to the Garage Sale Ladies who spent many hundreds of hours since the last sale in June to make this November
event another rousing triumph. A few gentlemen have joined the ranks and put their skills to use as well. And anoth-
er huge thank you to everyone that volunteered to work on those cement floors from early in the morning to late in
the afternoon. Finally, a big thank you to all of the History Center staff for altering their personal and work sched-
ules to lend their skills to the sale. It took a community to make this a success, and it was fantastic.

For those of you who have received our Annual Appeal and already responded, thank you. We have tried to
change the look of the Annual Appeal in order to make sure people see it as distinctly different from a membership
renewal. There have been ideas to improve it, and our intern Sarah Schaefer has been especially instrumental in that
regard. Justin and I spoke with her about what we’d like to see, and Sarah not only took those ideas, but ran even
further and added her own to create something beyond our best expectations. She has been a wonderful addition to
our team this fall, and we have enjoyed working with her on so many levels.

And finally, we again invite you to see more of what we are doing here. Our Garage Sale Extravaganza fundraiser
is one way we work to meet our budget, and the Annual Appeal is another way to meet our funding goals. On behalf
of all the staff, I invite you to see our exhibits at the Monroe County History Center and enjoy our outreach pro-
grams. After all, we preserve history for everyone, including you. Stop by and learn something new, admire our well-
kept artifacts, and observe how visitors, young and old, are amazed at seeing programming in action or enjoying a
presentation on a new topic.

See you soon!

Daniel
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News from the Library

library@monroechistory.org
Compiled by Megan McDonald and Penelope Mathiesen

L% Recent Acquisitions

* Busick, Duane. A Benchmark in the History of Nick’s English Hut. DVD docu-
Ml mentary. 2009. Includes footage of Dick Barnes, Ruthie Collier, Greg “Rags”
Rago, and Dr. Frank Hrisomalos. Gift from the Garage Sale Committee.

* Houser, Lynn. Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame Class of 2023. 2023. Induc-

tees include Dan Burton, Rachel Deloney, Ben Chappell, Paul Young, Geor-
ia Tidd, J. T. Young, Garrett Butcher, Jeannine Butler, Thornton Henry

| “Bud” Damon, and Mick Renneisen. Contains list of previous winners. Gift

| from Lynn Houser.

New on the Website

Megan McDonald Two new items have been added to the Research Library’s digital offerings.

Library Manager They include an updated index to the Monroe County Historian as well as a
digital copy of David Nord’s Mapping Monroe County, which contains clicka-
ble hyperlinks to all the maps available online. To access these resources, go
to: monrochistory.org, select “Library,” and click on “Indexes and Re-
sources.”

From the Vertical Files: “Christmas at Ellettsville,
1886”

HO! FOR CHRISTMAS]

The following item announced the town’s holiday events:
“The year is about to wind up, and another Christmas is
on. As usual efforts are being put forth to make the event
as pleasant as possible at Ellettsville. Tonight, the 23rd,
the Post G. A. R. will give a festival at their hall, and a
general good time is expected. To-morrow night, Christ-
mas eve, a Christmas tree with appropriate exercises will
be held at the M. E. church, which everybody is cordially
invited to participate in. On Saturday night the Ellettsville
band will give a musical concert and oyster supper at the
G. A. R hall. The band makes excellent music, and will

—__BE SURE AND GET THOSE——

HOLIDAY . GOOBS

—AT THE— :
- - i interesti tertai t. All should attend. Th
BL UE F R ON T DE U G S T@BE-, iﬁiiinbl;l\irfzhrif erl1§ jilefr:iilrll be a ;r(?rlrlﬂn:nte?eatur;
—SUCH AS—

Clocks, Library Lamps, ‘Jewelry,
- Notions, Toys, &c.

Advertisement from the Monroe County Citizen (Ellettsville), December 23,
1886.

WANTED—Every child in Ellettsville and vicivity to come to the BLUE
FRONT DRUG STORE, early Christmas morning, and get a: gift iree of
charge. . 4-2w J. J. HARRIS.
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Racial Covenants in Bloomington

By Lee Ehman

In the United States, racial segregation has taken many forms. Segregated housing in urban areas is one aspect of seg-
regation. “[Glentrification, redlining, and racialization of concentrated poverty are the universal constants of living in
America.”’!

Bloomington has followed the national example with its own forms of housing segregation. Our history shows some
neighborhoods with concentrated Black residents. “Bucktown,” an early African American neighborhood, was located
in the area between Grant and Indiana streets and south of 10th Street to 8th Street. “The city’s African American
community shifted from the east side to the west after the Shower’s Brother’s Furniture Factory fire of 1884 and the
relocation of the University to Dunn’s Woods from Seminary Square.”?

It is unknown if redlining, denying bank loans to Blacks who wished to purchase homes in white areas, was prac-
ticed in Bloomington. Another strategy to resist Black home ownership was used— that of racial covenants attached
to land deeds. The earliest known racial covenant was found in a deed from 1912.3 The History Center’s indexing of
racial covenants began with deeds dated 1922. The first such covenant was in a deed for 21 June 1922 in which the
University Courts Realty Company sold lot 23 in the Second Court of University Courts to Hanna M. Book. The lot is
on Fess Avenue between 9th and 10th streets. The entire University Courts Addition is north of the Indiana Universi-
ty Union and is bounded by Indiana Avenue on the west, 10th Street on the north, Sluss Avenue on the east, and 7th
Street on the south. The deed contains the following statement of restrictions, which ends with a blanket declaration
for all lots in the subdivision:

“This lot is sold upon the express condition that the business of manufacturing or sell [sic] intoxicating liquors, any articles of merchandise
shall never be conducted thereon or any part thereof; that no space thereon shall be rented or donated for bill boards, that no slaughter house
or nuisance of any kind or any other thing obnoxious to a good resident neighborhood, shall ever be allowed on said lot. And the same shall
never be rented to a colored person or sold to a colored person; that no building or dwelling house or any part thereof shall be constructed or
maintained on said lot nearer than Twenty-five (25) feet from the front line of said lot. Such condition shall operate in favor of the seller its
successors and assigns and to each of them and all person who shall from time to time respectfully be the owner or owners of any other lot in
said addition.”*

A similar example of a blanket covenant appears in a transaction from 3 October 1944, in which P. M. Van Hook
and Josie B. Van Hook sold Lot 48 in the Cummings First Addition in Bloomington to Lyle J. and Blanche C. Fowler.
The covenant stipulated that: “[It] shall not be sold or rented to any colored person...These restrictions are for the
benefit of any and all owners of the lots of this Addition and may be enforced by Injunction by anyone in said Addi-
tion.””5 Several other subdivisions, like the Maxwell Manors Addition, were also “forever restricted to members of the
pure white race.”¢ Many lots in the Elm Heights and Marlin Hills neighborhoods were sold with racial covenants.

An online map of Bloomington’s lots with racial covenants is located at:
https://gisserver.co.monroe.in.us/portal /apps/webappviewer/index. htmlpid=2e7f626b86224bfe80b08bdcaf6cbd9d. Directions for its use are at:
https://gisserver.co.monroe.in.us/portal/apps/storymaps/stories/0309438633¢84d7823d406b93a7421ad.

Indiana University’s housing reflected the town’s segregation:

“While IU began admitting Black students around the 1880s, the dorm system remained closed to them until 1947. Many other apartment
complexes also refused Black residents, so students were forced to live several miles away from their peers. To mitigate that isolation, some
local property owners began operating boarding houses. These Bloomington boarding houses were the focus of African American student life
for the better part of 30 years.””

In 1948 the U.S. Supreme Court, in Shelley v. Kraemer, ruled that racial covenants were unenforceable “because
they violated the 14th Amendment. However, restrictive covenants would continue to be socially enforced in cities
and suburbs across the U.S. until they were directly outlawed by the 1968 Fair Housing Act.”8

Other practices to exclude Blacks are still used to circumvent the law. For example, homeowners associations might
require that prospective new owners be approved by their boards of directors. Bank loans might be hard to obtain,
and realtors might steer buyers to neighborhoods according to race. Even though racial housing segregation is unlaw-

ful, our society continues to struggle with it.

Notes

1. Julian Bond, Téme to Teach: A History of the Southern Civil Rights Movement (Boston: Beacon Press, 2021), 319.

2. “African American Walking Tour, Historic Tour Guide #14,” City of Bloomington, Indiana. Undated. Found at https://bloomington.in.gov/sites/
default/files/2017-05/african american walking tour.pdf

3. Rachel Smith, “Racist Housing Clauses Are Still on the Books in Bloomington. How to Check Your Own Deed,” Bloomington Herald-Times, February 8,
2023.

4. Monroe County Deed Book 76, p. 4.

5. Monroe County Deed Book 97, p. 338.

6. “Racist Housing.”

7. Rachel Smith, “During Segregation, Where Did Black IU Students Live?” Bloomington Herald-Times, February 13, 2023.

8. “Racist Housing.”
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Volunteer Spotlight

By Andrea Hadsell

There are a few new volunteers at the front desk that you just have to meet! Kirby
Fleitz is no stranger to volunteering in Bloomington museums and libraries. They
spent quite a bit of time working with the IU Lilly Library when the building was
renovated and the collections were moved to an off-site location. Now, the MCHC
postcard collection is getting Kirby’s attentive eye.

Always a delight to talk to, Kirby is working on their Master’s degree in Russian
and East European Area Studies. It’s a guarantee you’ll learn more about post-Cold
War era European culture when your conversation is through. Stop by and say hello
Y on Friday afternoon to get to know Kirby!

If you are a person that enjoys providing customer service and engaging with visi-
tors, there are several opportunities to become a greeter at our Welcome Desk. Vol-
unteers at the Welcome Desk assist guests as they enter the building to visit the mu-
seum, make purchases in the Dunn Museum Store, and donate items. If these op-
portunities seem like something you would like to do, email Andrea at
volunteers@monrochistory.org to get started!

Andrea Hadsell
Education Director

From the Educator’s Desk

By Andrea Hadsell

It is hard to believe that the year is almost over. We had such a delightful time bringing programs to you related
to Breaking the News, supported by Indiana Humanities and the Bloomington Arts Commission. Many thanks to
all who attending our panels, demonstrations, and workshops over the last five months.

The new year also means another PuzzleFest! If you are interested in participating in this year’s competition,
keep an eye on our website to register. Twenty-five teams will go head-to-head to see who will be this year’s
champion.

For more information on upcoming programs, be sure
to follow our website and social media.

PuzzelFest Attendees and champions in 2023.
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Dunn Museum Store Minute

By Daniel Schlegel

As it’s getting to be late in the year, it’s one of my favorite seasons. It’s full of time spent with family and friends tell-
ing stories and eating great food. And what better way to show appreciation than with good food? We’re here to
help with that. The Museum Store has a variety of fun cookbooks for finding recipes you’ve always wanted to try or
for creating something your parents or grandparents used to make in yesteryear.

If you, or someone you know, would like to find some good quality mixing bowls or pie plates, we have several
items from Clay City pottery that make great gifts. People come in to talk about how the pottery pieces their parents
or grandparents used have been handed down, and now they want more pieces to complement those.

If cooking isn’t your thing, the store continues to acquire new books on a variety of subjects. Our Research Li-
brary has a wide selection of volumes to use on site, and some of its publications are also available for sale in the
store. One of our township trustees came in and bought several books for their office because of the research they
are doing. It’s always a pleasure to hear how people have enjoyed using their purchases from the store.

Finally, a lady came into the Dunn Museum Store to shop eatly for stocking stuffers and loved our new mugs, hot
chocolate packets, and other items for her family. So if you need some fun smaller items for your friends and family,
make sure to stop in!

So many people are surprised at how much we have in our store. And we have new items arriving show off your
love of Indiana and Monroe County. We’re open Tuesday through Saturday from 10:00 am through 4:00 pm, so
make sure to stop by so you can use your member discount today!

Calendar of Events

December January February
9, 11am - WFHDB’s Saturday’s Child 1- MCHC Closed for New 7- Garage Sale Donations Resume
9, 1pm - The Future of News panel Year’s Day 8, 1pm - Memory Café @ Area 10 East
discussion 9, 7pm - Monroe County 10, 11am - WFHB’s Saturday’s Child
12, 7pm - Monroe County Civil War Civil War Roundtable 13, 7pm - Monroe County Civil War
Roundtable 11, 1pm - Memory Café @ Roundtable
13, 9am - What’s in the Photo? Identi- Area 10 East 17, 1pm - Stone Fences with Susan
fying images from the HT Ar- 13, 11am - WFHB’s Satur- Snider Salmon
chives day’s Child 24, 1pm - HiStory Book Club
14, 1pm - Memory Café @ Area 10 18, 5pm - MCHC Board of 26, 10am - Memory Walk
East Trustees meeting 27,12:30pm - Monroe County History
18, 10am - Memory Walk 20, 1:30pm - Author Talk Club @ American Legion
25- MCHC Closed for Christmas Day with Tristra Newyear
26, 12:30pm - Monroe County History 22, 10am - Memory Walk
Club @ American Legion 28, 12p- PuzzleFest
30, 12:30pm - Monroe
County History Club

@ American Legion
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Notes from the Assistant Curator
By Gabby Krieble

This fall has been a busy season for exhibits at the History Center! We opened our newest
tirst-floor exhibit, O the Corner of History, on October 10t in the Deckard Education Room.
The exhibit explores the life and legacy of seven members of the Eagleson family, as well as
Dr. David Baker - all of whom were honored in 2022 when the city renamed the former Jor-
dan Avenue to Eagleson Avenue and David Baker Avenue. Our opening reception for this
- exhibit was attended by several generations of the Bridgwater family, all descendants of the
Eagleson family line. Several members of the family spoke, and many emphasized the im-
portance of learning your history to the youngsters in attendance. It was a moving occasion,
and a message that the History Center can whole-heartedly endorse! The exhibit will be up
through the winter months, so be sure to swing by to check it out.

N/
o
>

.
e, N T

Just in time for Veteran’s Day, Our Local Hero: 11.1. Gerry
Gabby Krieble Kisters opened in the Cook Gallery. Gerry Kisters was the
Assistant Curator first World War II recipient of both the Congressional

Medal of Honor and the Distinguished Service Cross. After &
his heroic service, Kisters returned to Bloomington and continued to contribute to his
community through his well-regarded fur business. Swing by the History Center to
learn more and to take your photo with a life-sized Gerry Kisters! On top of being a
war hero, he was also quite the looker!

Barns of Monroe County: Our Heritage Built in Wood opens January 23 in the Rechter Gal-
lery. We have partnered with the IU Digitization Lab to take a 3D digital scan of the =
historic East-Munson Barn so that everyone who visits the exhibit will be able to have
an immersive experience in this 1880s English threshing style barn. On a chilly morn-
ing in early November, David Kloster and Matt Brennen met us at the Munson home § :
to begin this exciting process. We are very excited about all of the upcoming exhibits
in the new year, and we hope you feel the same!

The digitization project at Cheryl

Munson’s barn, featuring Hilary
and her tea.

Operations News

By Justin Robertson

I’m particularly thrilled and filled with joy when I think about Hilary and Gabby’s
exhibit titled Owr Local Hero: 11.t. Gerry Kisters. This excitement stems from the fact
that Gerry Kisters was my beloved great-uncle, a personal hero of mine, despite his
reluctance to ever talk about his wartime heroics or the war itself. I take immense
pride in his dedicated service to our country, but what makes me even prouder is his
exceptional personality, characterized by boundless curiosity, love, and kindness.

Alongside my aunt Nola, affectionately known as Noli, Uncle Gerry operated a
daycare center where my sister and I were fortunate enough to attend. Their home
felt like 2 haven for children, thanks to Aunt Noli’s delectable Southern Indiana
home cooked meals and Uncle Gerry’s engaging lessons on his various passions,
which included animals, minerals, and gardening.

I remember Uncle Gerry’s contagious excitement spreading to the other children
when I brought Marble, my pet opossum, and Rosie, my boa constrictor to the day-
care with me, even if it ruffled Aunt Noli’s feathers! His patience, paternal care, and
sheer goodness place him among the finest individuals I've ever had the privilege to
know. He would feel honored, yet humble, to see the History Center feature such an
outstanding exhibit about him.

Justin Robertson
Operations Manager
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Current and Upcoming Exhibits

Breaking the News: The Past and =

Uncertain Future of Local Print Journalism =
Last Chance! Exhibit closes December 30. Catch it before it ., |
ends! SA44PV

Follow the 199-year history of our local newspaper industry from the
beginning and learn about the papers, the people, and the technology that ;
made it possible in this exhibit spanning three galleries. f

COOK GALLERY:Our LocdlLtHeGerr ry

Open now!
First lieutenant Gerry Kisters was the first recipient of both the Congres-
sional Medal of Honor and the Distinguished Service Cross in World
War II. In this exhibit, learn about his daring service
and his celebrated reception in his hometown of
Bloomington!

DECKARD EDUCATION ROOM:

On the CornEmgbfsbns
Baker Avenues

Open now!

In 2022, the city of Bloomington renamed Jordan Ave. to
Eagleson Ave. and a northern extension to David Baker
Ave. Dive into the legacy of seven members of the Fagle-
son family, as well as the incredible contributions of Dr.
David Baker to our community.

COMING SOON!

¥ RECHTER GALLERY:Bar ns of Monroe County

BARNS OF ' Our Heritage Built in Wood
MONROE COUNTY Rty '

Our Heritage Built in Wood The shape and construction of a barn can tell the

¥ § immigration story of the farmer who built it. Early
white settlers to Monroe County were generally of
? English, Scottish, Irish, or German descent and their
homes and barns reflected the building traditions of
their respective cultural heritage. Some traditional
building styles changed over time - assimilating and
adapting to the new Monroe County landscape.

HILL GALLERY: Tot al Sol ar Eclipses in BI
Opening January 9

Monroe County will be in the path of a total solar eclipse on April 8, 2024 at 3:04pm. Before this,

our community has only experienced one other total solar eclipse since the county’s founding in

1818. That eclipse was on August 8, 1869. Explore the history of our community’s first total solar
eclipse and the changing scientific and cultural responses between then and now.

AUG. 7% 1869.
Pisadelghia LEE & WALKER 122 chosunut st
JAS. A MPCLURE Nuikelo Toxna W2H BONER & 2 Chect 1.
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Found In Collections: Special Susan Jones Edition!

By Gabby Krieble

Susan Jones is one of our incredible volunteers in the curatorial department. She has worked with us since 2018.
She is a wizard with our online collections database system, and we are so indebted to her for her incredible work
solving mysteries and correcting errors in the system! In this newsletter, Susan shares one of her favorite items
from the MCHC collection. Any idea what this is???? It’s about 6 feet tall!

pue peay Inok 01uo s3ury asoyy Surddid surdewr nod uen) jPUTYILW dALM JUUEBWIId 95vIUTA © SIT
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Thanks to our September & October Members and Donors for their support of the
Monroe County History Center

Teacher
Anne McLaughlin
Gul Saeedi

Student
Audrey Auyeung
Sara Yourist

Benefactor
Charles and Kathy Aiken
David and Margaret Lemon

Patron
Lee Ehman and Barbara Wilcox

Sponsor
John and Joyce Poling
Richard P. Rechter

Supporter

Nancy Boerner

Sarah Bruner

James Capshew

Michelle Carmichael

Jill Coffey

Lee & Eleanore Dodge
Jacqueline Fernette & David Pesel
Lisa Gallagher & Joseph McKenna
Bill & Jackie Gilkey

Jackie Harding

Jason & Jaquline Harding
Catharine Hoff

David Matthews Kelso
Deborah Ann Lemon

Kathy Loser & Duane Busick
Jim Mahady & Jeff Richardson
Holly H. Martin

Charles & Katherine Matson
David & Karita Musgrave
Gerald L. Patterson

Chatles Richardson

Ramon & Carolyn Ryan

Laird & Nancy Teter Smith

3K THANK YOU FOR

Janet Spore
Mary Strow

Family/Grandparents
Karen Cline

Cynthia Detwiler

Ashley Erb

Sarah & Terry Fischer
Barbara & Richard Hill
Datrlene Shelby Johnson
Burton & Eleanor Jones
Kay & Tom Kelley

Steve & Diane Keucher
Shirley, Vic, & Jason Kinney
Bill & Diane Kreegar
Jeannie McCoy

Lydia Perron

Robert Poortinga and Barbara Hawkins
Curt & Judy Simic

Jessica Smith

Patricia Souhrada

Grier & Nancy Werner

Individual

Hayden Bangert
Margery Belisle
Sandra Kay Bender
Danielle Bruce

Sue Childress

Cheryl Crouch

Eryn Cusack
Whitney Eads

Bridget Edwards
Anne Graham
Evelyn Maria Headley
Irene Hartke

Denise Howard
Teresa Hull Steinsberger
Jim Inman

Ktristin Iovino

Trudy Jackson

Mary Ellen Kerber
Grayson Kolar

ANNUAL APPEAL

Catryna Loos
Sharon Makely
Barbara McKinney
Cathy Meyer

Laura Newton
Matt Pierce

John Riebau

Lisa Rodgers

Mark Roeder

Beth Selke

Robert Setlik

Penni Sims

William L. Sturgeon
Mary Van Kooten
Donald Westerhaus
Megan Wilson
Gerrie Zhang

Monthly Sustaining
Anthony Branam
Martha Dawson
Susan & Tom Dyar
Scott & Pam Faris
Alexandra Lynch
Alicia Miller

Emily Noffke
Joseph Ryan, Jr.

James Shearn & Scott Loman

John & Marilyn Spieth
Phil & Linda Stafford
Emily Winters

Complimentary Membership

Thomas L. Koehnline

Donations
Dave & Francie Hurst
Deborah Ann Lemon

Diana Lambdin & Frank Lester

Shane Salzmann

YOUR SUPPORT!

Donate online at www.monroehistory.org/join-and-give

or to pay with check or credit card, complete this form and send to:
Monroe County History Center 202 E. Sixth Street, Bloomington, Indiana 47408.

$1000 S500 $250 $100 Other $
Card # cvwv Exp. Date Amount $
Name: Address:

City/State/Zip:



http://www.monroehistory.org/donate
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