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Johnson’s Ice Cream Bucket:  

A Unique Garage Sale Donation 
By Penelope Mathiesen 

Donations to the Monroe County History 
Center’s Garage Sale are always welcome! In 
July 2022, an unusual artifact was dropped 
off at the MCHC Warehouse in the form of 
17 staves, a bottom board, and a cut bucket 
band. It was identified as an old ice cream 
bucket from Johnson Creamery, a 20th-
century Bloomington business that is fondly 
remembered for its line of dairy products, 
including multiple flavors of ice cream. The 
bucket was manufactured by Davis Cooper-
age Company in Martinsville, Indiana, as 
noted by the stamp in the wood above one 
of the side staples. This company, also 
known as the Bucket Factory, was in opera-
tion from 1869 to 1969. Davis Cooperage is 
credited with making the original “Old Oak-
en Bucket” in 1925, along with numerous 
replacements.1 

The number 2 on the side of the bucket 
may indicate that “it was one of six such 
buckets used to produce ice cream. Each bucket held a 20-quart container,” so six 
buckets would have produced 30 gallons of ice cream. A hole in the side released the 
water from melting ice. Two staples­—one on each side—“most likely held down 
some type of lid for the ice cream container. This bucket was probably created and 
used during the first two decades of the 20th Century.” 

The bucket arrived at the MCHC Garage Sale 
Warehouse in pieces. It was restored by an enter-
prising volunteer, Ted Markley, who noted that 
“this project would never have happened” without 
the sage advice of fellow Garage Sale volunteer 
Rick Naftzger and several local businesses. Rick 
helped with constructing the barrel bands by taking  
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Johnson’s ice cream bucket after restoration by 
Ted Markley. Photograph by Penelope Mathiesen. 
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an example of galvanized steel 
to B&L Sheet Metal and 
Roofing. Kleindorfer’s Hard-
ware provided soft rivets, 
which Ted modified. Lowe’s 
Paint Department supplied 
the paint for the staves. 

In addition to its historic con-
nections, there is a story 
about “a mischievous Bloom-
ington boy in the 1960’s” who 
got stuck in the bucket, and 
the bands had to be cut in 
order to free him. If anyone 
has more information about 
this story, please contact the 
History Center! 

Johnson Creamery was estab-
lished on 16 January 1912 by 
Ward W. Johnson and his 
brother Ellis when they pur-
chased a small milk plant on 
South Washington Street in 
Bloomington. Two years later, 
in May 1914, they opened a 
new plant that they had built at 400 West Seventh Street. At that time, Johnson’s produced ice cream and butter but 
was “not in the retail milk business.” Johnson’s “started bottling and retail routes, with two horse-drawn wagons, 
around 1921.” About the same time, they put in storage space for 1,800 tons of ice [and] supplied the Bloomington 
area with ice for ice boxes and meat boxes.”2 The company “discontinued the ice business after World War II when 
refrigerators came on the market.”3 

During the 1920s, advertisements for Johnson’s butter, milk, and ice cream appeared in several issues of the Bloom-
ington High School yearbook, promoting “ice cream for health” and describing it as “a pure dairy product” that con-
tained the carbohydrates, minerals, proteins, and vitamins “so essential to life, health and growth.”4 Another ad 
claimed that: “One quart of ice cream is equal in energy food value to: 10-3/4 lbs. tomatoes, 4-1/3 lbs. peas, 14 eggs, 
3-3/4 lbs. chicken, or 1-2/5 lbs. beefsteak.”5 

In 1970, Johnson’s ice cream was sold in almost every grocery store in Bloomington. Vanilla was the most popular 
flavor, but stores also carried 18 to 20 additional flavors. Some of these were seasonal, “especially the fruit flavors, 
such as peach and strawberry,” which used “only fresh or fresh-frozen fruit” and no artificial flavoring.6 

By 1987, the milk was being processed in Indianapolis, “making only a brief stop at Johnson’s Creamery before it 
[was] delivered to Bloomington restaurants, nursing homes and schools.” The business had become “more of a dairy 
distributor than a creamery,” and “ice cream production, which ended in September, was the last to go.”7 The build-
ing on Seventh Street was vacated in 1987 and became a business center in 1995.8 

Notes 

1. Many thanks to Ted Markley for providing the information included here and in the following paragraphs on the bucket and its restoration. 
2. Phyllis Kobyljanec, “Ward Johnson Remembers Delivering Dairy’s Milk with Horse and Wagon,” [unidentified newspaper], Monday, November 23, 
1970. 
3. Tanya Isch, “Creamery Adapts to Role as Distributor,” Indiana Daily Student, Monday, April 20, 1987. 
4. Gothic (1927), 133. See also Gothics for 1928 and 1929. 
5. Advertisement for Johnson Creamery, ca. early 1920s. From the MCHC Research Library Vertical Files: Johnson Creamery. 
6. Kobyljanec. 
7. Isch. 
8. “Early History of the Bloomington Creamery AKA Johnson Creamery,” blog post by Randi Richardson, accessed at: https://
monroehistory.org/2020/11/02/early-history-of-the-bloomington-creamery-aka-johnson-creamery/ on 9 April 2023. 

Undated photograph of Johnson Creamery, probably taken in the 1920s. Signs on the side of the building read: Pas-
teurized Milk, Creamo Buttermilk, Shady Brook Butter, Coffee Cream, Whipping Cream, Cottage Cheese, and John-
son’s Ice Cream. In the foreground are six horse-drawn delivery wagons. The tall smokestack in the background has 
recently been shortened for safety reasons. From the collection of the Monroe County History Center. 

https://monroehistory.org/2020/11/02/early-history-of-the-bloomington-creamery-aka-johnson-creamery/
https://monroehistory.org/2020/11/02/early-history-of-the-bloomington-creamery-aka-johnson-creamery/
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The Kennedy Wedding  
in Bloomington 

By Megan MacDonald 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes 

1. Greg Dawson, “Emily Our Own Lady Di?” Bloomington Herald-Telephone, n.d. 
2. Linda Caleca, “Wedding Bash to Start Rehearsal Dinner,” Bloomington Herald-Telephone, April 1, 1982. 
3. Greg Dawson, “Kennedy Clan Busy Before Event,” Sunday Herald-Times, April 2, 1982. 
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Wedding invitation for James and Dot Gilmore, signed by the 

bride and groom, Emily Kennedy and Robert Kennedy, and by 

Robert Kennedy’s cousin, Bobby Shriver. Item donated to the 

Monroe County History Center by Patsy Boland.  

Photograph of Emily standing next to Senator Ted Kennedy. Photo-
graph donated to the Monroe County History Center by Patsy Bo-
land. 

Photograph of Emily and Robert cutting the 
cake. Photograph donated to the Monroe 
County History Center by Patsy Boland. 

Did you know that Robert Kennedy Jr. married a Blooming-
ton woman and their wedding took place in Bloomington? 
Emily Ruth Black was born in Bedford in 1958 but moved to 
Bloomington with her family when she was in second grade. 
She attended Elm Heights Elementary School and was salu-
tatorian of her class at Bloomington High School North in 
1975. She went to Indiana University, received a degree in 
political science, and then attended law school at the Univer-
sity of Virginia, where she met Robert Kennedy Jr. In 1982, 
after two years of dating, they became engaged.1 It was wide-
ly reported that the wedding would take place at St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral in New York City, so everyone was surprised when 
it was announced that they would be married at First Chris-
tian Church at 205 E. Kirkwood Avenue in Bloomington. 
 
The wedding date was Saturday, 4 April 1982. The attendees 
started arriving Friday afternoon with many of them staying 
at the Indiana Memorial Union. The rehearsal dinner was at 
the Publick House Restaurant on Knightridge Road where 
$4,000 worth of champagne was poured.2 When Bobby Jr. 
returned to his room at the IMU he was surprised by a group 
of auctioneers in town for a convention and staying at the 
same hotel, who treated him to a belly dancer and singing  
telegram performance. Bobby joined in on the fun for a 
while, even leading everyone in a singalong, before retiring to 
his room. 
 
On Saturday, the day of the wedding, the highs were in the 
low 40s with 40 mph winds, but that didn’t stop masses of 
people from coming out to watch the spectacle. There was a 
small noon Catholic mass at Beck Chapel on the campus of 
Indiana University for the family, followed by lunch at the 
Tao Restaurant. Several from the Kennedy clan were seen 
playing a game of touch football on Woodlawn Field, and 
Senator Ted Kennedy hit the gym at the HPER to get in a 
quick workout.3 Wedding guests started arriving at the 
church on Kirkwood at 7 p.m. About 1,000 people lined the 
streets, which the police had cordoned off with rope to keep 
onlookers and reporters at bay. After the church ceremony, 
the wedding party and guests returned to the Indiana Memo-
rial Union for a reception at the University Club. The wed-
ding celebration was a whirlwind weekend that surely would 
not be forgotten by the residents of Bloomington.  
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A Note from the Director 

By Daniel Schlegel 

Welcome to another great issue of our newsletter. I wanted to thank everyone 
who was able to make it to our Annual Meeting. We had a great attendance and 
a very lively discussion after the meeting, getting to know our newest board 
members. With our new fiscal year starting on April 1st, everyone was expecting 
a “dad joke” from me, but we did get a fresh new start. It was as though getting 
a second start on the New Year.  
 
This coming year promises to be a great year with lots of exciting possibilities, 
including our planned exhibits and programs. The staff and volunteers have 
been hard at work to create many new opportunities for more engagement at 
the History Center. Here is a quick sampling of some great events for you to get  
involved in: 
 

 Our annual Garage Sale Extravaganza opens for our members and Cook employees on Wednesday, June 7th 
from 8:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. Then we open to the public, and any members or Cook employees that want to re-
turn, on Friday, June 9th and Saturday, June 10th each day from 8:00 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. As you may already know, 
we rely on the time and expertise of many great volunteers that work year round at the sale site to create this im-
portant fundraiser for us. If you have some great items to donate, please do so before May 19th. And please make 
sure to help spread the word far and wide about the Garage Sale Extravaganza! 

 
 Another group that works very hard is the Civil War Round Table, a dedicated group that has events and pro-

grams all year long. If you are interested in learning more about this fascinating time in American history, please 
feel free to reach out to me or Steve Rolfe at srolfe@indiana.edu. Meetings happen on the second Tuesday of the 
month at 7:00 p.m. from September through June.  

 
 As usual, I want to promote the Dunn Museum Store. We have some great items in stock, and we are planning 

on adding more. We acquire new books and replenish popular titles. Our non-book merchandise is always rotat-
ing as well, so make sure to drop in and see what is being updated. 

 
 And finally, we have a great partnership with the Monroe County History Club, which meets on the last Tuesday 

of each month. A great group of people organize and coordinate the events. Michael Carter, who is on our board, 
is the public face of it and works with me so we can sell books and merchandise at the programs. It’s a great way 
to learn about the intriguing history of Monroe County. Or if you cannot make it to hear the speakers, they have a 
YouTube channel with over 70 videos on it, thanks to the efforts of Michael and CATS (catstv.net). This way, you 
can watch the speakers anytime! 

 
Keep an eye on our calendar and come out to one of our events. 

 
Hope to see you soon, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Daniel 
 
 
 

Daniel Schlegel, Jr., Director of  

the Monroe County History Center 
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Library Manager Attends Archives Conference 

In mid-April I attended the Midwest Archives Conference in Chicago, Illinois. 
It was a wonderful few days full of interesting presentations and challenging 
conversations about archival work. I got to catch up with some old classmates 
and colleagues and meet new people from around the region working in similar 
types of spaces. There was a big emphasis this year on community archives, in-
cluding the ways in which we can foster relationships with the community and 
use their knowledge and resources to build a better archive. I left feeling proud 
of the work we’ve been doing here at the History Center and gathered plenty of new 
ideas for projects and programs for the future.   —Megan MacDonald 

Recent Acquisitions 

* Abrams, Malcolm, ed. The Killer Who Fell from the Sky. 2020. Collection of stories from Bloom Magazine. Subjects 
include David Anspaugh, Leonard Bernstein Center for Constitutional Democracy, Bix Biederbecke, Bloomington 
Refugee Support Network, Rev. Ernest Butler, Hoagy Carmichael, Courthouse Fish, Ger Duany, Exotic Feline 
Rescue Center, Fagen family, Marie Goth, Indiana University presidents, IU Seminary, Eva Kor, Ross Lockridge 
Jr., Val Nolan Jr., Rachel Peden, Angelo Pizzo, Larry Pletch, R.E.M., Don Sharer, Jill Bolte Taylor, Violette Verdy, 
Camilla Williams, Dwight Worker, Denis Sinor, and Oscar Bland/Kid Williams. 
 
* Arbutus. Indiana University yearbook. 1972. Gift from Dave Piersen. 
 
* Bakken, Dawn, ed. Hoosiers on the Home Front. 2022. Contains chapters drawn from the Indiana Magazine of History 
on the Civil War, World War II, the GAR, the Japanese American ban and student rights at Indiana University, and 
the rise of national conservatism. Gift from David Lemon. 
 
* Burdeshaw, Kevin. All the Best Stories Start with a Bad Decision. The Burd Chronicles, vol. 1. 2019. Oral history of 
the punk scene in Bloomington in the 1980s and 1990s. Includes flyers for local shows and venues. Gift from Kev-
in Burdeshaw. 
 
* Fleener, George Ray, et al. The Fleener Family. 2005. Contains histories of the Fleener and Stout families, with a 
more detailed account of the William Thomas Fleener and Sarah Isabelle Stout Fleener family. First published in 
1978, revised in 1998 and 2005. Gift from Margaret Stapleton. 
 
* Honey Creek Discussions. 1977. Audio cassette tape recording of discussions by adults who attended Honey Creek 
School. 
 
* Kiwanis Club of Bloomington: “Salute to Veterans.” 2006. DVD recorded on 9 November 2006 in observance of Veter-
ans Day, honoring Bob Anderson, Bob Burton, Dr. John Cooper, Larry Davis, Rev. David Garshaw, Donn Hall, 
Kevin Joyce, Dr. Allen Linnemeier, Vanessa McClary, Walter Murphy, Jack Riggins, Jerry Spore, and Phil Zook. 
Gift from the Kiwanis Club of Bloomington. 
 
* Knight, Dawn. Race and Football in America: The Life and Legacy of George Taliaferro. 2019. Covers his football career at 
IU and in the NFL, Army days, and life after football. Gift from the Dunn Museum Store. 
 
* Reese, William J., ed. Hoosier Schools: Past and Present. 1998. History of public school reform in Indiana, including 
information on Bloomington teachers, basketball, women’s sports, and African Americans. Gift from the Garage 
Sale Committee. 
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Megan MacDonald 

Library Manager 

News from the Library 
library@monroehistory.org 

Compiled by Megan MacDonald and Penelope Mathiesen 
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Volunteer Spotlight 

By Andrea Hadsell  

 

Congratulations to Our Volunteers of  the Year! 

In April, we celebrated National Volunteer Appreciation Week and honored 

the newest recipients of the Gayle Cook Volunteer of the Year, the Liz Knapp 

Genealogy Volunteer of the Year, and the Outstanding Service Volunteer of 

the Year awards. This year’s recipients are Marlyn Naylor, Lee Ehman, and 

Rod Spaw, respectively.  

Marlyn Naylor began volunteering with the History Center in the summer of 

2019 and is a regular Welcome Desk greeter. She is a natural-born storyteller 

and is always willing to give her time and her thoughts to our programs.  

Lee Ehman is often known for tackling large projects that most volunteers wish to avoid. His vast institutional 

knowledge assists in the care and keeping of our collection and we cannot thank him enough.  

Rod Spaw was recognized with a special award this year for all of his efforts to facilitate the long-term loan of the 

Herald-Times photo archive. This acquisition will be an invaluable resource for many decades to come! 

We were so happy to have the chance to celebrate and connect with several of our volunteers. It is always a favor-

ite time of year for the staff to acknowledge all of the hard work and dedication our volunteer corps contributes to 

the History Center.   

If you are a person that enjoys providing customer service and engaging with visitors, there are several opportuni-

ties to become a greeter at our Welcome Desk. Volunteers at the Welcome Desk assist guests as they enter the 

building to visit the museum, make purchases in the Dunn Museum Store, and donate items. If these opportuni-

ties seem like something you would like to do, email Andrea at volunteers@monroehistory.org to get started! 
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Andrea Hadsell 

Education Manager 

 

Cemetery Committee at Rose Hill Cemetery. 

From the Educator’s Desk 

By Andrea Hadsell 

June is Limestone Month in Bloomington, and we have no 

shortage of programming options! Stroll through Rose Hill 

Cemetery or get your hands dirty with our Cemetery Commit-

tee on June 17 and 24. And don’t forget to stop by the Lime-

stone Festival on June 17 where several local organizations 

come together to celebrate our amazing natural resource and 

all its uses.  

We are so excited for the opening of Breaking the News in July! 

There will be a variety of programs for all ages throughout the 

fall and winter. You can learn about the hands-on process of 

working a letterpress, speak with current and former local jour-

nalists, and help us identify photos in our collection.   

For more information on upcoming programs, be sure to fol-

low our website and social media.  

mailto:volunteers@monroehistory.org
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Dunn Museum Store Minute 

By Daniel Schlegel 

 
 
Welcome to another edition of the newsletter. If you haven’t 
been in yet, make sure to stop by because not only are there 
new items, but you also get a discount as a member. So pick 
up something for yourself, a friend, or a family member and 
save some money doing it. 
 
You might be thinking, what could I possibly need from the 
Museum Store? With summer quickly approaching, you might 
want a few extra books to read while you go on vacation. Or 
if you aren’t planning on going anywhere, you can still get 
away to another time or place with a great book. Have your 
stay-cation and read a new book from the store. 
 
If you want some adventure this summer we have maps! And 
who doesn’t love a great map? You can pick up a map that 
has all of the cemeteries in Monroe County or purchase a map 
with some hiking trails and find new adventures, or check out 
the nature books we have for sale. Or if you want to explore 
Monroe County from the comfort of your own home (and 
without worrying about sunscreen or bugs) David Nord put 
together an incredible index of maps available regarding 
Monroe County. Yet another option is the Guide to Southern 
Indiana put together by Bill and Gayle Cook. Use this as a 
resource to take a lazy weekend drive and go explore and 
have your own adventure.  
 
If you need something to help keep the kids occupied, we have a 
variety of crafts and games for them to play. The best part of 
these toys? You don’t have to worry about the battery or a plug 
nearby! Give ’em a try and see what you think. 
 
Finally, our newest book is the last one from Nancy Hiller titled 
Shop Tails about the animals that make our lives richer on our 
journey. Nancy built a custom set of shelves in our research li-
brary, which we love. And who doesn’t love a great story that in-
volves our pets? 
 
Stop in and pick up a copy or see what else we have in the Dunn 
Museum Store!  
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Original Plat of the Town of Bloomington, 1818 from Mapping Monroe 

County Indiana by David Paul Nord, 2021. Map from the collection 

of the Monroe County History Center. This book can be found in 

our Museum Store.  

Shop Tails: The Animals Who Help Us Make Things 

Work by Nancy R. Hiller, a favorite local author, 

now available in our Museum Store.  
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   Notes from the Assistant Curator  
   By Gabby Krieble 
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This summer is shaping up to be a busy one at the History Center. We have been 

hard at work on our upcoming newspaper history exhibit, Breaking the News: The 

Past and Uncertain Future of Local Print Journalism, which opens July 18. Thank you 

for bearing with us as we install this large exhibit. We are excited to be able to put 

on an ambitious, three-gallery show like this one. It’s been a learning curve, and 

we are anxious to share it with all of you! Keep an eye on our events calendar as 

well. We have many exciting programs to go along with Breaking the News, includ-

ing panel discussions, photo ID sessions from the H-T photo collection, and a 

letterpress workshop. 

At the start of May, we said goodbye to two curatorial interns: Matt Nokes and 

Krissy Brzycki. We wish them well with their future plans and hope to see them 

at the History Center again soon! We are grateful to have two of our interns, 

Hope Gerber and Kasha Appleton, continue with us over the summer. Be sure to 

check out Hope’s excellent new exhibit, Near & Dear Notes: Correspondence During 

World War II, now on display in our second-floor galleries. 

June is Pride Month, and we are excited to announce the launch of a new targeted LGBTQ+ History Collecting 

Initiative for the History Center! We know that the LGBTQ+ community has a long history in Monroe County, but 

this is not currently reflected in our museum collection. It is important to us to accurately reflect the history of all of 

Monroe County, and so we are working to add more representations of our local queer history to the museum col-

lection. If you have any artifacts for the collection or questions about the initiative, contact me at:  

astcurator@monroehistory.org!  

From June 1 to September 2, we are delighted to display a selection of the talented Garrett Ann Walter’s Blooming-

ton Pride Portrait Series in the Deckard Education Room. Garrett will also be offering a portrait session at the His-

tory Center in June and again during Bloomington Pridefest in August. To learn more about Garrett and her work, 

check out her website: garrettannwalters.com. 

Spring is bittersweet for us here at the History Center. It is an exciting time because it 

is the beginning of our fiscal year, and the period in which we look towards the future 

and make exciting plans for our new events and exhibits, but it is also the time when 

we have to say goodbye to many of our valued and loyal interns. As a former intern 

here myself, I have a deep appreciation for their individual talents and the fresh curios-

ity and enthusiasm that they bring to the History Center every year. 

While they are here, the interns become a part of our daily life and experience, with 

each internship bringing a unique perspective to our work, and we learn as much from 

them as they do from us. After leaving the History Center, some interns have exciting 

new internships to go to, some are graduating and have interviews with museums and 

universities, and some actually stay and continue to volunteer. Or like Megan and my-

self, come back here to work! Thank you, interns. Good luck on your future adven-

tures, and I am so grateful that we could be part of your journey, wherever it leads you!  

Operations News 
By Justin Robertson 

Gabby Krieble 
Assistant Curator 

Justin Robertson 

Operations Manager 

mailto:astcurator@monroehistory.org
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Current and Upcoming Exhibits 

RECHTER GALLERY: To the Soldiers of All Wars: Restoring the Alex-

ander Memorial January 24 to June 24, 2023 

For nearly 100 years, the Alexander Memorial has stood on the Monroe County 

Courthouse lawn in honor of and in remembrance of Monroe County veterans. In 

2022, after 6 years of dedicated work by our community, the memorial was restored 

to its original condition. To the Soldiers of All Wars: Restoring the Alexander Memorial 

shares the history of the monument and the community effort to restore it. The ex-

hibit includes 3D printed panels of the monument generously produced by Kimball 

International, Inc. 

HILL GALLERY: We Paint….Historic Bloomington April 25 to  
July 8, 2023 

The Bloomington Watercolor Society’s annual membership show theme is historic 

Bloomington and Monroe County people, places, and things. The members worked 

with History Center staff to choose their topics and provide historical information 

with their paintings. Subjects include the Hinkle-Garton Farmstead, the Red Men 

Hall in Smithville, Tomilea Allison, and our very own Monroe County History Cen-

ter!  

DECKARD EDUCATION ROOM: Bloomington Pride Portraits by  

Garrett Ann Walters June 1 to September 2, 2023 

Garrett Ann Walters is a Bloomington-based portrait photographer interested in 
celebrating LGBTQ+ life in Southern Indiana through her work. Since 2021, 
Garrett has been documenting Bloomington Pridefest through casual, joyful 
snapshots on medium-format film. Enjoy a selection of her Pridefest portrait pro-
ject, on display at the Monroe County History Center from June 1st through Sep-
tember 2nd, and keep an eye on our events page for open portrait sessions with 
the artist. 

DECKARD EDUCATION ROOM: History of IU Hillel April 1 to  

May 31, 2023 

For the months of April and May, the Community Voices Case will feature an exhibit 

on the history of IU Hillel guest-curated by IU student Cara Drook and the Helene 

G. Simon Hillel Center. Founded in 1938, IU Hillel has fostered Jewish community 

both on campus and off. Visit the exhibit to learn more about Jewish life in Bloom-

ington and the programs offered by the Jewish Cultural Center. 
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   Collection Highlights    
By Gabby Krieble & Hilary Fleck 

Seen at the Museum 

In a new display area in the Brown Gallery, you 

can find volunteer Dan Reid’s excellent Breaking 

Away exhibit on the award-winning film. On dis-

play as part of that exhibit is original artwork by 

Phyllis Taylor made for the film’s debut. Be sure 

to check out this work of art, more memorabilia, 

and a map of filming locations in Dan’s exhibit—

on view now through early July!  

This diminutive little ceramic jug stands only about four 

inches tall, but it’s a window into an interesting period in 

Monroe County’s history. The blue lettering on the front 

of the jug reads, “COMPLIMENTS OF TROUTMAN & 

DeMOSS Liquor Dealers BLOOMINGTON IND.” W.H 

Troutman and Enos DeMoss operated a licensed billiard 

parlor and saloon on West Kirkwood in 1910—this little 

bottle must have been an advertisement for that establish-

ment. 

Around this time, the temperance movement was gaining 

steam. Indiana had passed a “blind tiger” law in 1907, al-

lowing for the search and seizure of suspected illegal alco-

hol purveyors. In 1913, Enos DeMoss’s drug store was 

raided by the State Pharmacy Board and 140 gallons of 

illegal liquor were seized. DeMoss was just one “blind 

tiger” operator—searches, seizures, and arrests of other 

speakeasies and their operators were common during this 

period and would continue up to and through the Prohibi-

tion era. 

Hilary Fleck 

Curator 

Phyllis Taylor’s original Breaking Away poster, installed in the Brown 

Gallery 

2014.006.0005 

Troutman & DeMoss Liquor Jug 

2002.010.0001 

Found in Collections 
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March and April MEMBERS  
Benefactor 
Mark & O’Connell Case 
Howard Mehlinger 
 
Supporter 
Deborah & Daniel Conkle 
Richard Crowe 
Jacqueline & James Faris 
Leanna & Donald Feltner 
Julie & Bob Hammel 
Susan Hathaway 
Debra & Peter Kloosterman 
Bill Knapp 
Stephen & Sandra Moberly 
Stephen and Ann Schechter 
Polly & John Tilford 
Susan Washabaugh 
 
Family/Grandparents 
Geoffrey Bradley 
Rebecca L. Bushong 
Dan and Debbi Conkle 
Paul Ash and Elizabeth Cox-Ash 
Wayne and Kathy Deckard 
Patricia K. Harris 
Joyce Jewell 
Tom and Jeana Kapczynski 
Mary Ann and Randy Keko 
Valerie & Ted Markley 
Doran and Maryellen May 
 

Paul Frederick Schmidt 
David R. Sexson 
Anne Spencer 
Janet Stavropoulos & Michael Mo-
lenda 
Ann & Robert Wrenn 
 
Individual 
Katie Anderson 
Dawn Bakken 
Tim Ball 
Marilyn Bourke 
Jean Brown 
Anne Cady 
Wm. Thom Clemons 
Sara Davenport 
Ruth Eads 
Mary Elftman 
Gary and Ruth Fishel 
Janett B. Lowes 
Carole Mackey 
Sally McGuire 
Jayne Spencer 
 
Monthly Sustaining  
Anthony Branam 
Martha Dawson 
Susan & Tom Dyar 
Scott & Pam Faris 
Alexandra Lynch 
Emily Noffke 

James Shearn & Scott Loman 
John & Marilyn Spieth  
 
Donations: 
 
In Appreciation  
of Janet Stavropoulos 
Jeanne & James Madison 
 
In Memory of  
Jack Bowman 
Marilyn Bourke 
Danny & Sandra Bowman 
Family of Tod Bowman 
Shirley Bowman 
Linda & David Brobston 
Michele & Ed Brown 
Georgia & Larry Davis 
Mary Lee & Norman Deckard 
Leanna & Donald Feltner 
Sonjia Gilbert 
Martha Keeney 
Nancy & Jim Kryway  
Patrick Leary 
Allison Lendman 
Kathy & Dick McFall 
Marilyn Pasbrig 
Linda & Gary Plaford 
Linda & Phil Stafford 
Janet Stavropoulos &  
Michael Molenda 
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Remembering 
By Linda Williamson 

 
The Monroe County History Center mourns the loss of a 
longtime friend, volunteer, donor, and smiling face with the 
death of Jack Bowman. Jack passed away on March 10, 
2023 at the age of 85. Jack was always smiling and loved to 
talk and share stories of growing up in Stinesville, marrying 
the love of his life, Sue Ellen (Sieboldt) Bowman, and rais-
ing a wonderful family. Jack was so proud of his 3 children 
and his 4 grandchildren and loved to tell of their accom-
plishments. 
Jack served as superintendent of schools in Monroe County 
as well as several other locations and retired from his posi-
tion in Muncie, Indiana. Jack loved to travel, play golf, build 
houses, restore antiques, and fix bicycles. Jack always tuned, 
cleaned, and transported all the bicycles for the MCHC 
Garage Sale each year. He will definitely be missed at this 
year’s sale and always. 

Jack Bowman (left) and Ralph Sieboldt (right). 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar of  Events      

June 

7- Member Day @ Garage Sale  
Extravaganza (8 am-6 pm) 
 
9, 10- Annual Garage Sale  
Extravaganza (8 am-4 pm) 
 
12- Annual Garage Sale  
Extravaganza 1/2  Price (9 am -1 pm) 
 
10- WFHB’s Saturday’s Child   
(11 am-12 pm) 
 
13- Monroe County Civil War 
Roundtable (7-8 pm) 

17- Bloomington Limestone Festival  
(10 am-3 pm) 
 
17- Limestone Heroes Tour of Rose 
Hill Cemetery (2-3 pm) 

24- Headstone Restoration Workshop 
@ Rose Hill Cemetery (10 am-2 pm) 

24- HiStory Book Club (1-2:30 pm) 

 

June (Cont.) 

26- Memory Walk (10-11 am) 

27- Monroe County History Club @ 
American Legion (12-1 pm) 
 

July 

4- MCHC Closed for July 4th 

7- MCHC open late for Watercolor So-
ciety open house (5-7 pm) 

8- WFHB’s Saturday’s Child   
(11 am-12 pm) 
 
13- Member Reception for Breaking 
the News (5:30-6:30 pm) 

24- Memory Walk (10-11 am) 

25- Monroe County History Club @ 
American Legion (12-1 pm) 

26- What’s in the Photo? Identifying 
Images from the HT Archives  
(9-11 am) 
 
29- History Book Club  (1-2:30 pm) 

 

 

August 

5- Family Day at the History 
Center (1-4 pm) 

12- Printmaking Workshop   
(1-4 pm) 
 
12- WFHB’s Saturday’s Child 
(11 am-12 pm) 
 
26- PrideFest 

26- Family Portrait Sessions with 
Garrett Walters (1-4 pm) 

28- Memory Walk (10-11 am) 

29- Monroe County History Club 
@ American Legion   
(1-2:30 pm) 
 
30- What’s in the Photo?  
Identifying Images from the HT 
Archives (9-11 am) 
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