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| /§ Monroe County was once dotted with
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

§ rural cemeteries. Some were connected to
country churches and contained many
graves, while others were located on
farms and served as the last resting place
for a few family members. A number of
these rural cemeteries have disappeared

8 due to agricultural development, neglect,
suburban expansion, and highway con-
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Hannah Jane McCaw ... 5 ¥ ial was in 1847, the last in 1947. All those
Volunteer Spotlight ... 0 8 interred were members of the extended
The Educatot’s Desk ... 6 = famﬂy of]ohn and Hattie Griffith.
Ig;:ll dlzlruosﬁg?fesntgre ; : John Lewis Griffith! was born in Shelby
Notes from the Curator — .......... 8 County, Kentucky, on 2 November 1810.
Operations News ... 8 His family moved to Jackson County,
E).(hib.its """"" 9 Monument in Griffith Cemetery honoring Indiana, in 1817 and then in 1819 to
=gl cooooccol (L Hattie Griffith (shown) and other family Monroe County, where his father estab-
il b (5% Dl cossouolll members. 1-69 is visible in the background. lished a combined grist and saw mill on
Griffith Creek.2 Hattie Esther K.
Wampler? was born on 18 July 1811 in Wythe County, Virginia. Her family came
Staff to Monroe County in 1822 and settled on a farm northwest of Bloomington. She
Daniel Schlegel Jr., Director married John L. Griffith on 7 March 1833 and went to live with him on an adjoin-
Hilary Fleck, Curator ing farm, where they resided for five years.*
Toby Foster, Bookkeeper John L. Griffith purchased property in the SWYs of the NW 4 of S. 4, Blooming-

Andrea Hadsell, Education Manager . .
Gabby Kricble. Assistant Curator ton Twp., on 18 March 1837.5> In 1838, John and Hattie moved to this property,

Megan MacDonald, Library Manager ~ located six miles north of Bloomington, afterwards known as the Griffith Farm.
Justin Robertson, Operations Manager  Here they stayed for the rest of their lives, enduring “all the hardships of pioneer
life.”¢ Twelve children were born to them: Deborah L. (b. 1833), Esther K. (b.
Xi‘g‘ggj 1835), Malinda C. (b. 1838), Tilman H. (b. 1840), twins Mary E. and Teresa Ann
(b. 1842), Lucinda J. (b. 1845), an infant son (b. and d. 1847), Lewis C. (b. 1848),

Penny Mathiesen
Lucretia E. (b. 1852), Margaret A. (b. 1854), and an infant son (b. and d. 1856).”
C
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After he died on 5 December 1871, John L. Griffith was buried in the family grave-
yard.® He was remembered as “an industrious farmer, a kind and devoted father, SIMPSON CHAPEL ROAD

and a loving husband.”® He left his estate to his widow,! who continued to live on = ’

Q4" 1H0dAY

the farm. Hattie was known as a “highly esteemed lady, and useful family physician
in the locality”!! until her death on 13 November 1904. Hattie’s funeral was held on
15 November 190412 at the large two-story house on the farm. The home and a big
barn stood a short distance from the 30’ x 50" cemetery. After the service, Hattie was
carried through the kitchen and out the back door to the cemetery.!3

The most striking feature of Griffith Cemetery is a monument with family names
engraved on all four sides. The inscriptions honor Hattie (d. 1904), John (d. 1871),
and five children who did not live to adulthood: Tilman, Lucretia, and Margaret,
who all died in 1855; and two infant sons, who died in 1847 and 1856. Separate
headstones mark the graves of three other children: Mary (m. David B. Gray, d.
1927), Lewis (d. 1928), and Lucinda (d. 1931).1* Lewis was a physician who served
several Clay County communities before his death.1>

Three daughters are buried elsewhere in Monroe County: Deborah (m. Andrew J.
Gray, d. 1924) at Mt. Gilead Cemetery, and Malinda (m. Francis M. Cox, d. 1865)
and Teresa (m. Isaac M. Cox, d. 1917) at Little Union Cemetery. Another daughter,
Esther (m. John B. Cox, d. 1929), is buried at Arcola Township Cemetery in Doug-
las County, Illinois.!®

The last family member to own the Griffith farm,'” William Marion Griffith, was
born on 25 February 1863.18 The 1870 U.S. census shows him (age 7) living in the ~ Map showing the I-69 interchange
household of John L. Griffith. John Griffith died in 1871. On 8 December 1874, at Sample Road. Thompson Road
John’s daughter, Mary, married David B. Gray,'” who joined the household. The (dotted line just to the west of 1-69)
1880 U.S. census lists David as head of household, Mary as his wife, and William leads south to Griffith Cemetery,

indicated b d
Griffith (age 18) as a servant. The 1900 and 1910 U.S. censuses list William Griffith ro Adaced from Highmay Map

as David Gray’s stepson and Mary as William’s mother.?0 A family history states that of Monroe County, Indiana (2020).
William was the son of John B. Cox, the husband of Mary’s sister Esther.?! By the

time of the 1920 U.S. census, William had become head of household and owner of the farm. He died on 11 March
194722 and was the last one laid to rest in the small family cemetery.

Griffith Cemetery survived the building of four-lane Indiana Highway 37 north of Bloomington in 197223 and the
recent construction of I-69. It is accessed today via the Sample Road interchange. (Follow the roundabout, take the
exit onto Thompson Ridge Road, and turn left onto Griffith Cemetery Road.) The cemetery retains its rural charac-

ter despite the roar of traffic from the nearby freeway.

Notes

1. “Griffith” also appears as “Griffeth” or “Griffy” in sources consulted.

2. Charles A. Blanchard, Counties of Morgan, Monroe, and Brown (Chicago: F. A. Battey, 1884), 567. Griffy Creek, which today drains into Griffy Lake, ap-
pears on old maps as “Griffith’s Creek,” according to: https://www.bloomingpedia.org/wiki/Griffy Creck, accessed on 9 May 2023.

3. Soutces variously list her as “Hattie,” “Hettie,” “Esther,” and “Easter.”

4. Blanchard, 567; “In Memory of Hettie E. Griffith,” Bloomington Evening World, November 17, 1904.

5. “John L. Griffith,” U.S., General Land Office Records, 1776-2015, accessed at: ancestrylibrary.com on 10 June 2021.

6. “In Memory of Hettie E. Griffith.”

7. Ronald Blaine Deckard, comp., Deckard and Gray Genealogies (1999), 109; Family Group Sheet for John Lewis Griffith and Harriet Esther Wampler,
MCHC Research Library Family File: “Griffith”; site visit to Griffith Cemetery on 16 March 2022. Spellings of names and dates vary in sources consulted.
8. Site visit.

9. Blanchard, 567.

10. “Griffith, John L.,” Probate Box 25, folder 16. Located in the MCHC Research Library.

11. Blanchard, 567.

12. “In 93td Year: Death of Mrs. Griffith One of Oldest Women in County,” Bloomington Courier, November 15, 1904.

13. Larry Incollingo, “Ind. 37 Work Won’t Damage Cemetery,” Bloomington Herald-Telephone, May 2, 1972.

14. Site visit.

15. “Lewis C. Griffith,” U.S. censuses for 1880, 1900, 1910, and 1920, accessed at: ancestrylibrary.com on 3 April 2022.

16. Family Group Sheet; “Esther Kinser Griffith Cox,” viewed at: findagrave.com on 4 February 2022.

17. Incollingo.

18. “William Marion Griffith,” Indiana, U.S., Death Certificates, 1899-2011, accessed at: ancestrylibrary.com on 31 Matrch 2022.

19. Monroe County Matriages, Book 6, p. 5.

20. “William Marion Griffith”; U.S. censuses for 1900, 1910, and 1920, accessed at: ancestrylibrary.com on 31 March 2022. (Mother: Mary E. Griffith or
Mary Elizabeth Gray, her married name.)

21. Deckard, 64.

22 “William Marion Griffith.”

23. Incollingo.
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News from the Library

library@monroehistory.org
Compiled by Clown and Penelope Mathiesen

From the Library Manager

We’d like to remind all of our members that the Research Library conducts distance
research for those who live far away. For a small fee we can save you the trip and do
the work for you! Give us a call or an email to get started.

We’d also like to thank the Monroe County Commissioners for their continued fi-
nancial support for the conservation of some of our oldest county records. Because
of their generosity, we are able to get two very large and very brittle deed books
from the mid-1850s stabilized and rebound.

Presentation on Original Newspapers from 1685-1941 on October 19th

Old newspapers are a prime source of information for genealogists and historical
researchers, so don’t miss this chance to see examples from David Nord’s personal
collection of original historic newspapers and learn about the changes and continuity in their production over the
years. He will present “Type, Ink, Paper: The Newspaper as Physical Object” on Thursday, 19 October 2023, from
5:30-7:30 p.m. at the History Center. This is a “Show & Tell & Touch” event offered in conjunction with the cur-
rent three-gallery MCHC exhibit: “Breaking the News: The Past and Uncertain Future of Local Print Journalism.”
David Nord is Professor Emeritus of Journalism and Adjunct Professor Emeritus of History at Indiana University.
The program is supported by Indiana Humanities. For more information, check the MCHC calendar at: monroe-
history.org

LIBRARY MANAGER

From the Vertical Files: Best Halloween Costumes in 1938

The Halloween Party sponsored by Bloomington’s City Recreation Department in 1938 at Third Street Park (today
known as Waldron, Hill, and Buskirk Park) attracted “more than 5,000 revelers, believed to be the largest group of
people ever to attend the annual affair,” according to a local newspaper article. Performances in the amphitheatre
included amateur skits, costume judging, and a play, “Mother Goose’s Nightmare,” put on by students from Ar-
lington School. First prize for the youngest person to attend in costume was awarded to Sandra Kay Giroux, age
three months, who was dressed as an IU football player. She “wore a miniature football helmet, white sweater with
red letters, brown football-like pants and white shoes and socks.” C. D. Eller, 80 years old, won the oldest person
prize. The distinguished gentleman sport-
ed whiskers and “was dressed in a 120-
year-old white linen suit” which had be-
longed to his father-in-law. Other prizes
were given for best impersonation of a
woman by a man, best impersonation of a
man by a woman, and best representa-
tions of famous characters such as
George Washington, Peter Rabbit, and
Snow White. (From “Celebration Draws
Big Crowd,” Bloomington Daily Telephone,
November 1, 1938)

Kappa Phi pledges, date unknown. The women in
the front row are kneeling backwards with the
masks on the backs of their heads to appear as if
they are facing front; see the hands. Those in the
back row are women dressed as men. Note the fun

monkey mask on one of the pledges. From the
collection of the Monroe County History Center.
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A Note from the Director

By Pound Puppy

We are so excited to have you back for another edition of the Historian. 1
hope you enjoyed the great articles as you found your way through the news-
letter. Penny and Lee are excellent writers and their respective articles on
Gritfith Cemetery and Hannah Jane McCaw are particularly enlightening.
Their articles are always so well written and inspiring. A previous article writ-
ten by Penny, “The ‘Jolly Bachelor Gitls” and ‘Count-on-Me’ Clubs for Black
Women,” has become the inspiration for a future exhibit. We have been plan-
ning future exhibits several years in advance to allow us time to find research,
artifacts, photos, and volunteers to help. Plus we are able to approach sup-
porters or look for grants so the exhibits will be more immersive and interac-
tive. If you want to make a donation to support future exhibits, let us know.
POUND PUPPY

DIRECTOR And the November Garage Sale will be here in no time. As a member, mark
your calendar for Friday, November 314 to get in early for some amazing
deals. Members and the public are invited out again on Saturday, November 4t. We have had many great donations
coming in but if you have items in good condition to donate, please stop by on Wednesdays between 10:00 am and
2:00 pm. Starting Monday, October 274 and running through Friday, October 27t%, you will be able to donate from
Monday through Friday between 10:00 am and 2:00 pm. But mark your calendar and get your donations out eatly, so
it’s one less thing to worry about. There are hundreds of hours that go into collecting, sorting, pricing, and organizing
the donations every year, and it’s truly amazing how much fun the Garage Sale Ladies have doing that. Any time I
stop by, I hear laughter and see nothing but smiles from those ladies (and a few gentlemen). I hope everyone is as
excited as I am for the November sale. It’ll be an amazing event you won’t want to miss!

On view currently is an immersive and hands-on exhibit, “Breaking the News: The Past and Uncertain Future of Lo-
cal Print Journalism.” It was opened with great fanfare and nearly every single member and invited guest I talked to
all said a variation of the same thing: “I need to come back when there aren’t visitors and I can just read the labels!”
Since that time we have had a constant stream of visitors coming in to see the exhibit. The members have been tell-
ing their friends, family, coworkers, and anyone they see. So many visitors have said they are coming in because they
were told how great the exhibit is. When I've been asked to speak about the History Center to a local Kiwanis group,
History Club, and other groups, inevitably someone will come up and tell me that no matter how glowingly I de-
scribe the exhibit, it’s still even more amazing to people who visit. So, make sure to find an hour or two to stop by
and see it. You will not regret it, and you will have a great time exploring!

Before long, Giving Tuesday will be here. The Tuesday after Thanksgiving has become the go-to time for nonprofits
to ask members for their year-end donations. This is in part to make sure donations are sent well before the end of

the year and to have a standard day to rely on (just like Black Friday, Small Business Saturday, Cyber Monday, and so
forth). This year our Annual Appeal will have a new look, and it will be more informative as we share with our mem-

bers what we are doing and how we are doing it.

See you soon!

B Gl [

Daniel



Hannah Jane McCaw

By Lee Ehman

Hannah McCaw was a Black woman who moved to Monroe County from the Bedford area in 1852. Mother of at
least nine and perhaps twelve children, she may have been the first person of color who owned her own home in
Bloomington. She also might have been involved in the Underground Railroad in the 1850s.!

Willis O. Tyler was raised by Hannah McCaw, his grandmother. He was the son of Hannah’s daughter Mary. While a
student at Indiana University, Willis represented the university in oratorical contests. In one of these, in 1901, he
claimed that Hannah was part of the Underground Railroad in the Monroe County area. Willis graduated with a law
degree from Harvard and was a long-time lawyer and civil rights activist in Los Angeles.?

Born in 1820 in Indiana,? Hannah Collins married Edmund Brackenridge (Breckenridge) in Bedford, Lawrence Coun-
ty, on 25 February 1842. Edmund was a former slave and a shoemaker. He and Hannah must have separated, as Ed-
mund moved to Monroe County in 1852.4 The 1850 census shows Hannah as head of household in Bedford, with
children Armsted B., Elizabeth, Bechariah, and Ruvina H. Brackenridge. In 1852 Hannah married Henry McCaw,> and
they moved to Section 36, Bloomington Township, Monroe County, where they had a farm.

It might have been on this farm, located in the southeast corner of the township, that Hannah, and presumably Henry,
acted as conductors on the Underground Railroad. There is scant evidence for this except for Willis’s assertion during
his collegiate debate. Henry Lester Smith, who wrote about the Underground Railroad in Monroe County, does not
mention Hannah or Henry.¢ It is not surprising that the two might not have been
v well known at the time for their activities. Work to conduct slaves to freedom had
to be secret; there were “slave catchers” operating in the northern states during the
pre-Civil War years. The Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 encouraged their work, and
Smith cites several instances of slave catchers at work in Monroe County.”
Hannah and Henry McCaw were counted in the 1860 census living with three chil-
dren: Laura B., age 13; Mary A., age 6; and Sarah M., 1 year old.® Hannah’s two
sons, Zachariah® and Armstead Breckenridge, served in the Civil War in the 55th
Massachusetts Colored Troop, Co. 1.10

Hannah’s daughter Elizabeth (Lizzie) Breckenridge was a servant of Theophilus
and Rebecca Wylie. Theophilus was a professor and president pro tem of Indiana
University. In the 1870 census, Lizzie, age 27, was found living with the Wylies!!
along with Hannah’s daughter Maggie McCaw, then age 11, also listed as a servant.
Henry McCaw died on 12 February 1869 and is buried in the Covenanter Ceme-
tery in Bloomington. Hannah and Maggie continued to live on the farm, according
to the 1880 census. Hannah sold the farm in 1883 and purchased the Woodall-
Showers house in Bloomington, 323 North Grant, at the corner of Eighth and
Photograph of Willis O. Tyler, grand- Grant streets.!?

son of Hannah McCaw, in the Indiana Hannah died at age 81 on 8 January 1902. She is buried in the Covenanter Ceme-
University Arbutus (1902), p. 48. From  tery, together with husband Henry, Elizabeth Breckenridge, who died in 1910, and
the collection of the Monroe County w0 infant children, Henry W. and Amanda J. McCaw.!3 Her will names children

History Center. Melvina, Elizabeth, Armstead, and William as heirs.14

Notes

1. Many facts in this article were taken from the Monroe County Public Library’s Monroe County Timeline (http://timeline.mcplinfo), using keywords
“underground railroad” or “African Americans.”

2. Randi Richardson, “Willis O. Tyler: Early Civil Rights Activist, Orator Extraordinaire and IU Graduate,” blog post, Monroe County History Center, No-

vember 8, 2016. https://mchclibrary.wordpress.com/2016/11/08/willis-o-tyler-early-civil-rights-activist-orator-extraordinaire-and-iu-graduate

3. Birth date taken from gravestone in the Covenanter Cemetery: July 29, 1820. The 1860, 1880, and 1900 U.S. censuses list her birthplace as Indiana.

4. Bridget Edwards, “From the Curator of Education: Elizabeth Breckenridge & the Wylies,” Bringing History Home (Bloomington, IN: Wylie House Museum,

January 1, 2009), 3.

5. Lawrence County Marriage Record, April 29, 1852, signed by R. M. Parks.

6. Henry Lester Smith, “The Underground Railroad in Monroe County,” Indiana Magazine of History (September 1917), 288-297.

7. Ibid.

8. The census lists the children’s surnames as Breckenridge.

9. The Civil War and U.S. census records spell his name Zachariah and Bechariah, respectively.

10. National Archives, U.S. Civil War Pension Index, Series Number T288.

11. The Wylie family lived at 307 East Second Street in Bloomington. It is now the Indiana University Wylie House Museum. See Edwards.

12. Monroe County Deed Book 14, p. 417.

13. Edwards.

14. Hannah McCaw’s will, recorded January 31, 1902. Monroe County Will Book 5, pp. 477-78.



http://timeline.mcpl.info
https://mchclibrary.wordpress.com/2016/11/08/willis-o-tyler-early-civil-rights-activist-orator-extraordinaire-and-iu-graduate/

Volunteer Spotlight

By Pumpkin

: 1 What do you get when you cross a librarian and a dancer? Mary Strow! Mary
~ | began volunteering for the History Center in 2016 when she assisted with a quilt
. exhibit. After taking a break for a few years, she returned in 2022, and we are so
_ ? happy she did!
' Mary is always full of fresh ideas when it comes to our Welcome Desk, from new
v 1 organization to showcasing our upcoming programs and exhibits. She applies her
~ creativity to all aspects of her volunteer time. In addition to giving her time to the

J - History Centet, she also volunteers for Meals on Wheels.

PompKkin

If you are a person that enjoys providing customer service and engaging with vis-

Edecotion Mandger

itors, there are several opportunities to become a greeter at our Welcome Desk.
Volunteers at the Welcome Desk assist guests as they enter the building to visit the museum, make purchases in the
Dunn Museum Store, and donate items. If these opportunities seem like something you would like to do, email An-
drea at volunteers@monrochistory.org to get started!

From the Educator’s Desk
By Pumpkin

It is my favorite time of the year — the Deatly Departed Cemetery Tours of Rose Hilll Our sixth year of collabo-
rating with the City of Bloomington’s Parks & Recreation department brings new stories for tour-goers to hear.

What gruesome stories will be told this year?

As a part of our series of programs for Breaking the News supported by Indiana Humanities and the Bloomington
Arts Commission, we invite you to join us for two printmaking workshops with Alexander Landerman. Space is
very limited so be sure to pur-

chase your ticket for one of our

three-hour workshops.

We hope to see you again at this .
year’s Canopy of Lights open
house on November 24! An
annual family tradition for
many, there will be live music,

activities, and hot cider for you i

to enjoy with your loved ones.

For more information on up-
coming programs, be sure to
follow our website and social
media.

Rose Hill Cemetery, in
Bloomington, Indiana.
Photo by Sara Owens.
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Dunn Museum Store Minute

By Pound Puppy

The History Center gave a presentation this past month about the back-
ground of the space where our building stands. There is quite a history
to this piece of land. And a fun fact: we were featured in a book about
haunted Bloomington because so many people use the Research Library
as a place to find out if their house is haunted. So if you are looking for
any spooky reads for the fall, we have you covered.

And if you enjoy research, make sure to come in and look at the publi- [}
cations from the Research Library. It will keep you busy for quite some [
time. Or if you don’t want to do research but enjoy historic accounts,
we have several journals written by local Civil War veterans. These are
well worth your time for a good read.

Make sure to stop by to learn more about what we have and get your
member discount today!

Haunted Bloomington, Indiana by Klara Lee
Sweet. Sold in our Museum Store.

Calendar of Events

October November December
7, 1pm - Modern Features in the News 3 & 4, 8am - November 9, 11am - WFHB’s Saturday’s Child
10, 7pm - Monroe County Civil War Garage Sale Extravaganza 9, 1pm - The Future of News panel
Roundtable 4, 11am - WFHB’s Saturday’s discussion
13, 12:30pm -Type 101: Introduction Child 12, 7pm - Monroe County Civil War
to Letterpress 11, 12:30pm - Type 101: Roundtable
14, 11am - WFHDB’s Saturday’s Child Introduction to 13, 9am - What’s in the Photo?
14, 5:30pm- Dearly Departed Ceme- Letterpress Identifying images from the HT
tery Tours of Rose Hill Cemetery 14, 7pm - Monroe County Archives
19, 5:30pm - Type, Ink, Paper: The Civil War Roundtable 16, 1:00pm - Free print
Newspaper as Physical Object 16, 5pm - MCHC Board of demonstrations
24, 5:30pm - Dementia Friendly Film Trustees Meeting 18, 10am - Memory Walk
Series Screening of The Mole Agent 23- MCHC CLOSED for 25, MCHC Closed for Christmas
21, 10am - Headstone Restoration Thanksgiving Day
Workshop @ Rose Hill Cemetery 24, 5pm - Canopy of Lights 26, 12:30pm - Monroe County
23, 10am - Memory Walk Open House History Club (@ American
25, 9am - What’s in the Photo? 25, 1pm - HiStory Book Club Legion
Identifying images from the HT 27, 10am - Memory Walk
Archives 28, 12:30pm - Monroe County
27, 28 & 29- Resilience Productions History Club @ Ametican
28, 1pm - HiStory Book Club Legion
28, 1pm - Free print demonstrations 29, 9am - What's in the
31, 12:30pm - Monroe County History Photo? Identifying images

Club @ American Legion from the HT Archives
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Notes from the Curator

By Jellyfish

What a crazy summer it has been! I am ready for cooler weather for sure. I am also ex-
cited to share a couple of our new exhibits opening this October and November. In
2022, the City of Bloomington renamed Jordan Ave. to Eagleson Ave. in honor of the
many contributions of the Eagleson family to our community and our country. The
family includes veterans, businesspersons, and several firsts including the first Black
female student to graduate from IU and the first Black woman elected to the MCCSC
school board. We will also be celebrating legendary jazz musician David Baker. Indiana
University owns a portion of the former Jordan Ave. and renamed it David Baker Ave.
in his memory. Our amazing volunteer Erin Carter is helping curate the exhibit that
will open in October in the Education Room.

Another exciting new display will be a reinstallation of our military exhibit in honor of

Jellyfisk

(Curator

Second Lieutenant Gerry Kisters, the first Medal of Honor recipient of World War 11
and local Bloomington native. Gerry’s heroic actions in Italy led to him being wounded
and sent back to the States. He was awarded the Medal of Honor by President Roosevelt on February 8, 1944, and

returned to Bloomington to a hero’s welcome parade. Kisters continued to live with his wife Nola in Bloomington,
owning and operating Kisters Furs. Our very own Justin Robertson, Operations Manager, is a relative of Kisters
and remembers him as a loving and gentle man. This exhibit will open in October in preparation for Veteran’s Day.
Gabby and I couldn’t possibly do what we do here without the support from your memberships. Your membership
dollars allow us to be more creative and engaging with our displays. The cans of paint, rolls of printer paper, and
construction of new display elements all cost money even if we wish they wouldn’t. An extra $50 is a can of paint
to refresh the Cook Gallery Education Room. An extra $200 is the lumber, screws, tape, and paint needed to con-
struct a temporary wall in a gallery. An extra $350 is a new roll of specialty paper we use to print our exhibit labels.
Your support in any way is incredibly important to help us continue to do what we do best — share our local history
with you. I hope you’ll consider giving what you can to our annual appeal. And thank you if you already havell

Operations News
By Clyde Barrow, 1930s Gangster

I hope that our readers enjoy the photos of the staff in costumes for one of
our favorite holidays— Halloween! It’s officially Spooky Season at the History
Center, and our historic building is known to be one of the most haunted in
Bloomington! Throughout the years, previous and present staff members, as
well as visiting ghost hunters, have reported seeing many apparitions haunting
the building and grounds.

‘ p Ghostly hounds have been seen running through the solid limestone walls into
- ; the History Center, as well as reported sightings of children playing in the log
PO P Bk R LR e L s gl cabin exhibit after hours, and there was even a sighting of a little girl walking

Operations Manasger downstairs who disappeared into thin air. Visit us this Halloween, if you darel!

In the meantime, we are also gearing up for our annual appeal for the winter
holidays and hope that you will continue your generous support, which is es-
sential in keeping the phantom dogs and the ghostly children well housed in

the manner to which they have become accustomed.
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Current and Upcoming Exhibits

RECHTER GALLERY: Breaking the News: The Past and j N o

Uncertain Future of Local Print Journalism [uly 18-December 30 EREAK IN ‘J THE N Ews
Follow the 199-year history of our local newspaper industry from the
beginning and learn about the papers, the people, and the technology The Past and Uncertain
that made it possible in this exhibit spanning three galleries. In the Future of Local Print
Rechter Gallery, take a deep dive into the 20th-century golden age of
the Herald-Times and other area daily papers and the changing news
landscape that led to their uncertain futures.

HILL GALLERY: Breaking the News: The Past and

Uncertain Future of Local Print Journalism

Journalism

Part of a three-gallery exhibit, Hill Gallery explores the overarching
timeline of Monroe County newspapers. Which papers competed and
which reigned supreme? Hill Gallery will also cover the history of

Monroe County’s longest-running newspaper: the lndiana Daily Student. N E w EXH I BIT
BROWN GALLERY: Breaking the News: The Past and JUI_Y 18 TU

Uncertain Future of Local Print Journalism
The third portion of this three-gallery exhibit, Brown Gallery, explores DEC EMBEH 3 I

the foundations of the newspaper business in Monroe County. Learn Image courtesy of Indiana University Archives

about its influential founding editors, the eatly business of news, and

evolving printing technology.

¢ | DECKARD EDUCATION ROOM: Bloomington Pride Portraits by
@  Garrett Ann Walters

1} , June 1 to September 30, 2023
) .4 5 | Garrett Ann Walters is a photographer located in Bloomington who specializes in portraits,
— o weddings, and loving documentation of the mundane. In her personal work she makes photos
. : ' rooted in celebration around rural and LGBTQ+ life in southern Indiana. This exhibit shares a
Y La selection of her Pridefest portraits from 2021 and 2022.
OSCAR CURTIS STAIRWELL GALLERY: Nipper & Chipper,
the RCA Dogs
Opened June 8

Take a look at just a fraction of our collection of Nipper and Chipper memorabilia, and
learn more about the role of RCA in Bloomington in this paw-some display!

DECKARD EDUCATION ROOM: On the Corner of History: Eagleson
and David Baker Avenues
October 10 to March 2, 2024

For decades, members of the Eagleson family have risen above the racism and prejudice
in their lives. To celebrate and commemorate their achievements and impact on our com-
munity, the City of Bloomington renamed a street after them, Eagleson Ave. Additionally,
Indiana University named a street under their ownership after the world renowned musi-
cian David Baker. Visit this free exhibit in the Education Room to learn more about the
Eaglesons and David Baker and why they should inspire us today.




Collection Highlights

By Glinda, the Good Witch

Found In Collections

1964 BHS Senior Cords

Senior cords were a beloved high school tradition started in Indiana. They’re receiv-
ing renewed attention these days in the world of high fashion. The History Center
collection has many examples of these pieces of Hoosier history, but this 1964 pair,

created, owned, and donated by Steve Funkhauser, is our latest addition.

Steve’s cords feature an homage to his sweetheart, Ireene, a sketch of Frisch’s Big

GLINDA, THE GOOD WITCH Boy, and a cheeky emergency pull cord drawn on the seat. Did you decorate senior
TANT CURATOR

cords?

IN MEMORy

oF
’1’1“.!7 T

1964 BHS Senior / )5”‘“
Cords | o, _j]}
Gift of Steve

Funkhauser

2023.048.0001

Seen at the Museum
Newton Swango’s Prosthetic Legs, 1906

Quarries can be dangerous places under the best of circumstances,
and especially so for stonecutters working in the industry over 100
years ago. Newton Swango suffered a gruesome injury in 1906 re-
sulting in the loss of both of his legs below the knee. Newton at-
tempted to slow down a train used for hauling limestone, but the
brake handle broke causing him to fall beneath the moving locomo-
tive.

Luckily for Newton, prosthetics had undergone a revolution in the
years following the American Civil War. Due to the high incidence

of amputation on the battlefield, the American government commit-
ted to supplying all veterans with prosthetics. This influx of demand

Prosthetic legs
Gift of Maxine Swango and money led to new innovations, like the jointed ankle seen in

2000.056.0001A, B Newton’s prosthetics.



Teacher
Mary Jane Richards

Supporter

Jennifer & Chris Borland
Michael G. Carter

Michelle Crowe

John & Helen Hollingsworth
Jim & Jeanne Madison
Richard & Maribeth McKaig
Patrick & Glenda Murray
Rita & Bill Oates

Robert & Wanda Pearson
Ingrid M. Skoog

Dr. Julia Valliant

Family/Grandparents
Terry & Lisa Amsler
John & Wilma Chambers
Judy & Jack Crandall
Brenda Duncan-Davis
Bob & Jacque Hannum
Kurt Jourdan

Elizabeth Mitchell
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July and August MEMBERS

Rick and Kim Strychalski
Larry & Margie Taylor
Tobin & Pam Tyree

Individual

Danielle Bachant-Bell
Betty Davidson

Mary Davis

Ann M. Goby

Adrien Himm

Judith Landrey

Mary Beth McCormick
Sue S. Shiffrin

Janet Vaksdal Weaver
Sue Zabriskie

Benefactor
James & Evelyn LaFollette
Steve & Debby Reed

Monthly Sustaining
Anthony Branam
Martha Dawson

Susan & Tom Dyar

Scott & Pam Faris

Alexandra Lynch

Alicia Miller

Emily Noftke

Joseph Ryan, Jr.

James Shearn & Scott Loman
John & Marilyn Spieth

Phil & Linda Stafford

Donations
In Memory of Martin Bassett, Jr.
James & Jacqueline Faris

In Memory of Jack Bowman
Joe & Joyce Peden

In Honor Of Bill Oates’ Birthday
Kathleen & Darrell Boggess
Julie H. & John Walbridge

Gift
Barbara Wilcox & Lee Ehman

, Monroe County citizens enjoying seasons of the past.
/ Inscriptions on back of photos read:

Far left, “Marion Jackson, Jr., Christmas 1946.”
Center, “Halloween, 1982. 1200 S. Fess.”

Right, “Nov. 1922.”

All from the collection of the Monroe County History
Center.
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J‘ The Past and Uncertain Future
f,m of Local Print Journalism

- H

l#‘ Y

AA

RECHTER GALLERY, HILL GALLERY, BROWN GALLERY:

Breaking the News: The Past and Uncertain Future of Local Print Journalism

Follow the 199-year history of our local newspaper industry from the beginning and learn about the
papers, the people, and the technology that made it possible in this exhibit spanning three galleries.

July 18-December 30, 2023.



